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teacher, and also member, go to with

his might, with the labor of his hands, to

prepare and accomplish the things

which I have commanded.
"And let your preaching be the

warning voice, every man to his

neighbor, in mildness and in meekness.

"And go ye out from among the

wicked. Save yourselves. Be ye clean

that bear the vessels of the Lord."

(D&C 38:40-42.)

"The harvest is ripe"

President Kimball has called our

attention recently to an ancient
prophecy recorded in the Holy Bible

that tells of conditions that will exist

among the people in the last days. The
prophet Joel said, "Put ye in the sickle^

for the harvest is ripe: come, get you
down; for the press is full, the fats

overflow; for their wickedness is great.

"Multitudes, multitudes in the

valley of decision: for the day of the

Lord is near in the valley of decision."

(Joel 3:13-14.)

Today in most areas people have

more than they have ever had. Their

press is full, their fats overflow, wicked-

ness is great, and there are multitudes of

good, honest-in-heart people looking

for a sacred purpose and way of life.

This is true in the British Isles, contrary

to what we sometimes read. It has never

been better for most of the people than

it is today.

It seems reasonable and possible

that one percent of the Lord's children

now living on this earth would accept

his way of life and join his church if

they were shown his way by his Saints.

One percent would be ap-

proximately 36,000,000 and that is a

multitude of potential Saints. Yes, there

are multitudes, multitudes in the valley

of decision waiting to see the saintly

light that leads to divine perfection.

Every possible missionary that is in

harmony with the Holy Spirit is ur-

gently needed. We have many that

could still be called. May we that are

privileged to live in the last days be

valiant and let our light shine and may
we be one with Jesus Christ in helping

bring salvation to all mankind. In the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

Elder Bernard P. Brockbank, Assis-

tant to the Twelve, and Supervisor of

the British Isles Area, has just addressed

us.

We shall now hear from Eider

Delbert L. Stapley of the Council of the

Twelve Apostles, who will be our

concluding speaker.

Elder Delbert L. Stapley

Of the Council of the Twelve

As we approach the Easter season,

the hearts and emotions of Christtians

are mellowed by the sacrifice of the life

and the resurrection of the Lord, Jesus

Christ.

To know Christ

Shortly before Christ's betrayal, he

lifted up his eyes to heaven in a plead-

ing intercessory prayer for his disciples,

whom the Father gave unto him. He ut-

tered this profound statement: "And
this is life eternal, that they might know
thee the only true God, and Jesus

Christ, whom thou hast sent." (John

17:3.)

To know God the Father and his
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Beloved Son Jesus Christ, our
Redeemer and Savior, is life eternal. Do
men truly know them—their attributes,

characteristics, and powers? Surely such

knowledge can be had: otherwise, our

Savior would not have made this state-

ment.

When Philip said unto Christ,

"Lord, shew us the Father, and it

sufficeth us," Jesus answered, "Have I

been so long time with you, and yet hast

thou not known me, Philip? he that

hath seen me hath seen the Father; and
how sayest thou then. Shew us the

Father?" (John 14:8-9.)

Paul declared to the Corinthian

saints that Christ is "the image of God"
(2 Cor. 4:4), and to the Hebrews that

Christ is "the express image of [God's]

person." (Heb. 1:3.) It is logical for the

Only Begotten Son of the Eternal God
to be in "the express image of his

[Father's] person." Like produces like,

and any earthly son we know—and the

earthly is typical of the heavenly— is in

the image of his father. It is true in

mortal life that some sons are in the

express image of their father's person.

In modern revelation we learn that

Seth, the son of Adam, "was a perfect

man, and his likeness was the express

likeness of his father, insomuch that he

seemed to be like unto his father in all

things, and could be distinguished from

him only by his age." (D&C 107:43.)

Could that be what Christ meant when
he said to Philip, "He that hath seen me
hath seen the Father"? (John 14:9.) This

statement also accords with modern-day

revelation that God "the Father has a

body of flesh and bones as tangible as

man's." (D&C 130:22.)

Christ followed the Father

Now Jesus said, "The Son can do

nothing of himself, but what he seeth

the Father do." (John 5:19.) Also: "As

my Father hath taught me, I speak these

things." (John 8:28.) Here Christ in-

forms us that he was following the

example and teachings of his Father

and the works which the Father had
performed previously in his own
experience, which proves both Father

and Son possess like individual charac-

teristics, attributes, and powers.

"I am the Way"

When Thomas asked the Lord,

"How can we know the way?" Jesus

answered, "I am the way, the truth, and
the life: no man cometh unto the

Father, but by me." (John 14:5-6.) "For
there is none other name under heaven

given among men, whereby we must be

saved," declared the apostie Peter to the

rulers, elders, and scribes of the Jewish

factions. (Acts 4: 12.) As Jesus walked in

Solomon's porch, the Jews came to him
and solemnly asked, "If thou be the

Christ, tell us plainly." Jesus answered

them, saying, "The works that I do in

my Father's name, they bear witness of

me." (John 10:23-25.)

Truly the works, miracles, and
teachings of the Christ, together with

heavenly appearances and confirma-

tions of angelic personages—also the

declarations of God the Father in the

presence of accredited witnesses—tes-

tify fully and conclusively that Christ is

the Only Begotten Son of God in the

flesh, our Redeemer, Savior, and Lord.

Testimonies of Jesus

After Christ's ministry on earth, his

death on the cross, and glorious resur-

rection from the dead, he appeared

unto his disciples and opened their

understanding to the scriptures concern-

ing him: how that all the scriptures writ-

ten concerning the happenings of his

life, death, afid resurrection had been
fulfilled. Then he said unto them, "And
ye are witnesses of these things." (Luke

24:48.) The apostle Peter taught Corne-

lius and his household all about the

Christ, his message, death, and resurrec-

tion, declaring God showed the resur-

rected Lord openly: "Not," he said, "to

all the people, but unto witnesses
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chosen before of God, even to us, who
did eat and drink with him after he rose

from the dead. ... To him," said Peter,

"give all the prophets witnfess." (Acts

10:38-43.)

The prophets before Christ did tes-

tify of his coming and prophesied

sufficiently concerning his life, ministry,

works, and miracles to identify him
with absolute certainty. They also

foretold his death on the cross and
resurrection to glory as a sealing act to

his ministry and divine commission to

atone for tiie sins of men.

John the Baptist, the forerunner of

Christ, was given a sign by which he

could recognize the Son of God. When
he saw Jesus coming toward him, he

said to his disciples, "Behold the Lamb
of God, which taketh away the sin of

the world." (John 1:29.) God the Father

also spoke from heaven testifying of his

Son to all the people assembled at the

baptism of the Christ by announcing,

"This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased." (Matt. 3: 17.) In answer to

the query of the Lord to Peter, "Whom
say ye that I am?" Peter emphatically

declared, "Thou art the Christ, the Son
of the living God." (Matt. 16:15-16.)

Even unclean and evil spirits who knew
Christ in the spirit world recognized

Kim in the flesh and confessed him with

positive knowledge, calling him, "Jesus,

thou Son of God most high." (Luke
8:28.)

Other evidences

The works and the miracles of

Christ, the evidences and testimonies of

faithful, true, and actual witnes.ses of all

they had seen and heard, even to the

voice of God speaking from the

heavens, are convincing proof that Jesus

was not merely a well-principled man
and a great teacher, but the actual Son
of God, the Redeemer and Savior of the

world, the exemplar to all mankind,
whom to know and love and follow is

life eternal.

Now. the other evidences and testi-

monies of true witnesses who saw the

risen, resurrected Lord prove that he is

alive today; just as the angel Gabriel

declared to Mary, the mother of Jesus,

"of his kingdom there shall be no end."

(Luke 1:33.) There were many ap-

pearances of the risen Lord to his dis-

ciples after his passion. I shall mention

a few very briefly: First, to Mary
Magdalene. (John 20:16-18.) Second, to

the two disciples on their way to Em-
maus. (Luke 24; 13-35.) Third, to his dis-

ciples who were gathered together

following his resurrection. He invited

them to "behold my hands and my feet,

. . . handle me, and see; for a spirit hath

not flesh and bones, as ye see me have."

(Luke 24:36-40.)

Fourth, Luke tells us that Christ,

after his passion, "shewed himself alive

. . . by many infallible proofs, being

seen of them forty days, and speaking

of the things pertaining to the kingdom
of God." (Acts 1:3.) Fifth, Paul the

apostle testifies that after Christ's resur-

rection "he was seen of Cephas, then of

the twelve, [then] of above five hundred

brethren at once; . . .

"After that, ... of James, then of

all the apostles," and last of all by Paul

himself. (1 Cor. 15:5-8.)

The scriptures testify of Christ

Sixth, the concluding New Testa-

ment account of witnesses for our con-

sideration is highly significant, for it

furnishes hope and faith to all God's

children for the future. It deals with an

important event subsequent to Christ's

resurrection and following the forty

days spent with his disciples, teaching

and instructing them in the things of his

kingdom. "And when he had spoken

these things, while they beheld, he was

taken up; and a cloud received him out

of their sight.

"And while they looked stedfastly

toward heaven as he went up, behold,

two men stood by them in white ap-

parel;

"Which also said. Ye men of
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Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into

heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken

up from you into heaven, shall so come
in like manner as ye have seen him go

into heaven." (Acts 1:9-11.) Christ was

received into heaven with his resur-

rected body. If he is to return in like

manner at his second coming, as this

scripture affirms, he will come with his

same body. This is further verified by

prophecy to a branch of the house of Is-

rael who shall ask the Lord at his

second coming, "What are these

wounds in thine hands and in thy feet?

"Then shall they know that I am
the Lord; for I will say unto them;

These wounds are the wounds with

which I was wounded in the house of

my friends. I am he who was lifted up. I

am Jesus that was crucified. I am the

Son of God." (D&C 45:51-52; see also

Zech. 13;6.)

Jesus testifies of Himself

In the Book of Mormon, one of

four standard works or scriptures of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints, there is recorded a beautiful ac-

count of Christ's visit to the people on

this continent after his resurrection

from the grave. At that appearance,

God the Father spoke from heaven, de-

claring, "Behold my Beloved Son, in

whom I am well pleased, in whom I

have glorified my name—hear ye him."

(3Ne. 11:7.)

On that occasion Jesus Christ also

announced himself, saying, "Behold, I

am Jesus Christ, whom the prophets

testified shall come into the world." (3

Ne. 11:10.) At the invitation of their

Lord, a large number were privileged to

come forward, in order, according to

the historical account, "that ye may
thrust your hands into my side, and also

that ye may feel the prints of the nails in

my hands and in my feet, that ye may
know that I am the God of Israel, and
the God of the whole earth, and have

been slain for the sins of the world." (3

Ne. 11:14.)

"And when they had all gone forth

and had witnessed for themselves, they

did cry out with one accord, saying:

"Hosanna! Blessed be the name of

the Most High God! And they did fall

down at the feet of Jesus, and did wor-

ship him." (3 Ne. 11:16-17.)

Testimony by the Holy Ghost

By this friendly and compelling

demonstration, Jesus assured the people

assembled that he was truly their risen

Lord, as several of their prophets had
foretold. All these evidences and testi-

monies of witnesses are persuasive and
convincing to the seeker of truth, light,

and knowledge concerning God and his

Beloved Son. Mankind need not strug-

gle in the dark to gain faith in the only

true God and Jesus Christ, nor in the

gospel plan of life and salvation. The
Comforter, or the Holy Ghost, which

Christ promised to send, is the Spirit of

truth and is to guide his followers into

all truth. The Holy Ghost is to testify of

the Father and the Son and is a teacher,

also a revelator. Witness Peter's state-

ment that "holy men of God spake as

they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (2

Pet. 1:21), and Paul's declaration, "No
man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but

by the Holy Ghost" (1 Cor. 12:3). John,

the beloved apostle, taught, "It is the

Spirit that beareth witness, because the

Spirit is truth." (1 John 5:6.)

According to these statements of

scripture, the witness of the Holy Ghost,

which all who are worthy can enjoy, has

the power to bestow knowledge, under-

standing, faith, and the testimony of

truth to those who prayerfully seek it. A
prophet-writer of Book of Mormon his-

tory and doctrine gave this wise and
understanding counsel and admonition:

"I would exhort you that ye would ask

God, the Eternal Father, in the name of

Christ, if these things are not true; and

if ye shall ask with a sincere heart, with

real intent, having faith in Christ, he

will manifest the truth of it unto you, by

the power of the Holy Ghost.
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"And by the power of the Holy
Ghost ye may know the truth of all

things." (Moro. 10: 4-5.)

Every individual can realize this

promise if he is willing to humble
himself and seek the light, knowledge,

and intelligence that flow from God
through the Holy Spirit. By that power 1

testify to you that it is liTe eternal to

know the only true God and Jesus

Christ, who in very deed is our Lord,

Redeemer, and Savior.

In closing, I join with the first

prophet of this latter-day dispensation

in declaring, "And now, after the many
testimonies which have been given of

him, this is the testimony, last of all,

which we give of him: That he lives!"

(D&C 76:22.) I present to you these evi-

dences of fact and truth humbly and in

the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

He to whom we have listened is

Elder Delbert L. Stapley of the Council

of the Twelve.

We are grateful to the members of

the Tabernacle Choir for rendering the

beautiful music we have heard this day.

Thank you for your presence and will-

ingness to sing at our conference

sessions.

The choir with Brother Jerold D.

Ottley conducting and Brother Robert

Cundick at the organ will now sing,

"Our God is A God of Love," by

Cundick.

The benediction will then be

offered by Elder Antonio C. de
Camargo, Regional Representative of

the Twelve.

This conference will then be
adjourned until Tuesday morning at

10:00 a.m.

The Tabernacle Choir performed

the number, "Our God is A God of

Love."

Elder Antonio C. de Camargo, Re-

gional Representative of the Twelve,

pronounced the benediction.

THIRD DAY
MORNING MEETING

SIXTH SESSION

The sixth session of the General

Conference began at 10:00 o'clock a.m.

on Tuesday, April 6, 1976.

President Spencer W. Kimball
presided at this session and President N.

Eldon Tanner, first counselor in the

First Presidency, conducted.

The music for this session was pro-

vided by the Tabernacle Choir with Je-

rold D. Ottley conducting and
Alexander Schreiner at the organ.

President Tanner made the follow-

ing remarks at the beginning of the

meeting:

President N. Eldon Tanner

We extend a sincere welcome to all

assembled this morning in the sixth

session of the 146th Annual Conference

of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints. We also extend greetings to

the many members and friends who are

seated in the overflow congregations in

the Assembly Hall and Salt Palace and
who are tuned to these proceedings by

radio and television. President Spencer

W. Kimball, who presides at this and all

other sessions of the conference, has

asked me to conduct this session. Elder

Neal A. Maxwell and Bishop Vaughn J.


