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"My son, peace be unto thy soul:

thine adversity and thine afflictions

shall be but a small mornent;

"And then, if thou endure it well,

God shall exalt thee on high; thou shall

triumph over all thy foes." (D&C 121 ;7-

8.)

Knowledge of the Savior

As I come to a new calling, 1 recog-

nize that I am a very ordinary man. Yet

I gratefully acknowledge one special

gift. I have a certain knowledge that

Jesus of Nazareth is our Divine Savior. I

know that He lives. From my earliest

recollection I have had a sure percep-

tion of this. As long as I have lived, I

have had a simple faith that has never

doubted. I have not always understood,

yet still I have known through a

knowledge that is so sacred to me that 1

cannot give utterance to it.

I know and I testify with an

absolute awareness in every fiber and
innermost recess of my being that Jesus

is the Christ, the Messiah, the Divine

Redeemer, and the Son of God. May
we be obedient to His wish. "Come
unto me thy Savior" (D&C 19:41), 1

pray humbly in His holy and sacred

name. Amen.

President Marion G. Romney

Elder James E. Faust, who is a

member of the First Council of the

Seventy and supervisor of the South
American East Area, has just addressed

us.

Elder O. Leslie Stone of the First

Quorum of the Seventy will now speak
to us. He will be followed by Elder

Henry D, Taylor of the First Quorum of

the Seventy.

Elder O. Leslie Stone

Of the First Quorum of the Seventy

My dear brothers and sisters and
friends, during the few moments
assigned to me, 1 would like to talk

about the responsibilities of parents in

the rearing of their children.

"The greatest trust"

To begin I would like to quote

President David O. McKay as he had

this to say about the responsibility of

parents:

"It is said that 'to be trusted is a

greater compliment than to be loved.'

The greatest trust that can come to a

man and woman is the placing in their

keeping the life of a little child.

"If a man defaults who is entrusted

with other people's funds—whether he

be a bank, municipal, or state official

—

he is apprehended and probably sent to

prison. If a person entrusted with a

government secret discloses that secret

and betrays his country, he is called a

traitor.

"What must the Lord think, then,

of parents who, through their own neg-

ligence or wilful desire to indulge their

selfishness fail properly to rear their

children, and thereby prove untrue to

the greatest trust that has been given to

human beings?" {Treasures of Life,

Deseret Book Company, 1965, p. 71.)

Delinquent parents

And then he said that among delin-

quent parents are these:

1. Those who quarrel in the pres-

ence of their children;

2. Those who pollute the home at-

mosphere with vulgarity and profanity;



86

Saiwdav. Ocloher 2

GENERAL CONFERENCE

3. Those whose daily home life

does not conform to their Church pre-

tensions;

4. Those who fail to teach obedi-

ence to their children;

5. Those who neglect to teach their

children religion by saying, "Let them
grow up and choose for themselves,"

thus failing in the discharge of a

parental responsibility. (See Treasures

of Life, pp. 72-74.)

He then asks a question and makes

a suggestion; "Parents, how do you

measure up? Take a personal inventory

and see if you are fulfilling your sacred

obligations."

This statement in the Doctrine and
Covenants makes clear our responsi-

bility in teaching our children the fun-

damentals of the gospel;

"Inasmuch as parents have
children . . . , that teach them not to

understand the doctrine of repentance,

faith in Christ the Son of the living

God, and of baptism and the gift of the

Holy Ghost by the laying on of the

hands, when eight years old, the sin be

upon the heads of the parents.

"For this shall be a law unto the in-

habitants of Zion." (D&C 68;25-26.)

Note that this does not say the sin

be upon the head of the Sunday School,

the Primary, or the seminary teacher,

but upon the heads ofthe parents.

Parental responsibility

In speaking on this subject, on one
occasion, Elder A. Theodore Tuttle

made this significant statement:

"Parental responsibility cannot go

unheeded, nor can it be shifted to day-

care centers, nor to the schoolroom, nor

even to the Church. Family responsi-

bility comes by divine decree. Parents

may violate this decree only at the peril

of their eternal salvation." ("Altar,

Tent, Well," Ensign, Jan. 1973, p. 67.)

Thus it is made clear to all of us

that it is the solemn obligation of every

Latter-day Saint parent to do every-

thing within his or her power to instill

in his or her children a knowledge of

the gospel and the true purpose of life.

Of course, to do this we must be

converted ourselves. If we wish our

children to be Latter-day Saints, then

we must be Latter-day Saints. President

Hugh B. Brown once said, "[we] cannot

effectively teach [what we do] not pro-

foundly believe. . . . Our lives and our

teachings must not be at variance."

(Eternal Quest, Bookcraft, 1956, pp.

179, 181.)

Raise children properly

Young parents, prepare yourselves

that your children may be properly

taught in the ways of the Lord. Teach

them faith in the living God. Teach

them to pray always, and teach them to

keep the laws and commandments the

Lord has given us to live by.

On another occasion President

Brown said;

"In this age of selfishness and

greed, of birth control and barrenness,

of easy divorce, broken homes, and ju-

venile delinquency, in this age of cheap

amusements, idleness and lack of dis-

cipline, it is well to search for basic

values, to call attention to the fact that

the home is the nation's most funda-

mental institution and that mothers are

the first professors in that character-

building school." (
Vision and Valor,

Bookcraft, 1971, p. 24.)

The home is where we learn what

is right, what is good, and what is kind.

It is the first school and the first church.

The best way to prepare a child for a

happy and righteous adult life is to

strengthen him during his child life.

And happy is the family where this

most important trust—that of properly

raising the children of that family— is

their greatest concern.

Equal to the responsibility we have

to provide food and shelter and the

necessities of life is the responsibility to

set the right example for our children in

all that we do.

Let us remember that the parent in



ELDER O. LESLIE STONE 87

the home influences the behavior pat-

terns, the habits, the opinions, and the

beliefs of the children. Most behavior

patterns are established early in life,

and it is an extremely difficult, slow task

to change them later in life.

A great song

There is a great message for

parents in the rearing of their children

in the song written by Sister Naomi
Randall entitled "I Am a Child of

God." I think it is one of the greatest

songs we have in the Church. We hear it

sung all over the world as we visit the

children in the Junior Sunday Schools. I

would like to quote the lyrics of this

song:

/ am a child of God,

And he has sent me here.

Has given me an earthly home
With parents kind and dear.

I am a child of God,

And so my needs are great:

Help me to understand his words

Before it grows too late.

I am a child of God,

Rich blessings are in store:

If 1 but learn to do his will

I'll live with him once more.

Lead me, guide me, walk beside me.

Help me find the way.

Teach me all that I must do

To live with him someday.

Sing Willi Me, B-76

They need sound knowledge, sensi-

ble understanding, a guiding hand.

They need real homes that are main-
tained in a clean and orderly manner.
They need fathers who are really fathers

and mothers who are mothers in the

true sense of the word. They need more-

than mere progenitors or landlords.

They are in need of loving, understand-

ing parents, who give fatherly and

motherly care, who put their families

first in their lives, and who consider it

their fundamental and most important

duty to save their own children, to so

orient them and their thinking that they

will not be swayed by every wind of

persuasion which happens to blow in

their direction.

These young people are inquisitive,

hungering for truth. What they want
from us as parents is honest, well-

informed answers to their questions,

and our very lives should reflect the

things we say, so that the teacher and
the truth taught will be of the same pat-

tern.

Daniel Webster once said:

"If we work upon marble, it will

perish. If we work upon brass, time will

efface it. If we rear temples, they will

crumble to dust. But if we work upon
men's immortal minds, if we imbue
them with high principles, with the just

fear of God and love of their fellow

men, we engrave on those tablets

something which . . . will brighten and

brighten to all eternity." (Burton

Stevenson, The Home Book of Quota-

tions, New York: Dodd, Mead & Com-
pany, 1934, p. 1312.)

Challenges of youth

Now, as a child grows he becomes
more independent. Sometimes teen-

agers are accused of feeling they have
outgrown the need for parents, but. of

course, this is a time in life when they

need their parents more than ever.

Today our youth are faced with

tremendous challenges—and what do
they need most?

Draw close to parents

Sister Stone and I are the grand-

parents of sixteen grandchildren, and
we can assure you there is nothing in

the world more dear to our hearts. We
are most grateful for the efforts being

made by their parents to bring them up

properly.

1 encourage you young people to

draw close to your parents— let them
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help you direct your lives toward
righteousness.

The greatest blessings of this life

are available to each of us only when
we keep the commandments the Lord
has given us. And the blessings

promised are not just for this life only,

but also for all eternity.

Our prophet and leader' today,

President Spencer W. Kimball, has told

us that the price of happiness is to keep

ihe commandmenls ofGod.

On judgment day, would any of

you parents want to be told that you
failed to do your part—that you were
unworthy servants of the Lord because

your lives were poor examples to the

spirits He entrusted to your care?

To paraphrase an admonition the

Lord has given us: Let your light so

shine before your children, that they

may see your good works, and glorify

your Father which is in heaven. (See

Matt. 5; 16.)

A glorious promise

As we and our children live the

gospel, we make ourselves worthy to re-

ceive this great promise recorded in the

Doctrine and Covenants: "And, if you

keep my commandments and endure to

the end you shall have eternal life,

which gift is the greatest of all the gifts

ofgod."(D&C 14:7.)

What a glorious promise—eternal

life. And it will be ours if we keep the

commandments and endure to the end.

The Lord always keeps His promises.

Remember that He says in the Doctrine

and Covenants;

"L the Lord, am bound when ye do

what I say; but when ye do not what I

say, ye have no promise." (D&C 82: 10.)

May we all live to bring this

promise of eternal life to ourselves and

our family. Such wonderful blessings

are within our grasp, if we live righteous

lives. 1 so testify in the name of the

Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Marion G. Romney

He to whom you have just listened

is Elder O. Leslie Stone of the First

Quorum of the Seventy.

Elder Henry D. Taylor of the First

Quorum of the Seventy will be our next

speaker. He will be followed by Elder

LeGrand Richards of the Quorum of

the Twelve.

Elder Henry D. Taylor

Of the First Quorum of the Seventy

During His ministry here on earth,

as the Savior taught the people, He
counseled them; "Search the scriptures;

for in them ye think ye have eternal

life: and they are they which testify of

me." (John 5:39.)

Study the scriptures

What do we consider to be the

scriptures? One dedicated student has

explained: "Any message, whether writ-

ten or spoken, that comes from God to

man by the power of the Holy Ghost is

scripiiire. If it is written and accepted by

the Church, it becomes part of the scrip-

tures or standard works and ever

thereafter may be read and studied with

profit." (Bruce R. McConkie, Mormoit

Doctrine, Bookcraft, 1966, p. 682.)

President Kimball has urged us to

study the scriptures when he suggested:

"Let us this year seek to read and

understand and apply the principles


