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the world for eternal living in the

presence of our Heavenly Father and
his Son Jesus Christ, and to do this we
must teach the gospel to all the people

of the earth. To you, our nonmember
friends, please stop and take a moment
to ask yourself: "Where did 1 come
from? Why am 1 here on this earth?

Where will 1 go when I die?" Today 1

have suggested to the members and
missionaries of the Church that we all

strive harder to prepare ourselves to be

better able to share and to teach to you
what we know to be true. We love you,

and ask you to please listen to our

message, for we teach the true gospel of

Jesus Christ by the power of the only

divinely recognized priesthood on this

earth today. We can answer your ques-

tions, and we will place before you the

evidence that the fulness of the gospel

of Jesus Christ has been restored to the

earth, so you can decide for yourself if

we teach to you the truth. We will give

to you the Book of Mormon, that you
might read for yourself to know that

this .second witness of the Lord Jesus

Christ is in very deed the word of God
like unto the Bible, and it testifies to the

truthfulness of our message.

Listen to Gospel

My dear friends, no people on this

earth are striving harder to prepare

themselves to be able to effectively

teach the gospel of Jesus Christ than are

the members of this church, and we ask

you to please take time to listen to the

glorious message of the Restoration.

1 testify to you that we are the only

true church of Jesus Christ on the earth

today, and one of our great missions in

this life as members of the Church is to

share the gospel truths with all of our

Heavenly Father's children. May the

Lord bless each one of us that our ears

may hear and our eyes might be

opened, that together we may learn to

live the gospel and find the joy that only

the gospel can give to us, I humbly pray

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Marion G. Romney

We have just listened to Elder M.

Russell Ballard, Jr., of the First Quorum
of the Seventy.

Elder Joseph Anderson of the First

Quorum of the Seventy will now ad-

dress us.

Elder Joseph Anderson
Of the First Quorum of the Seventy

Righteous Israel, ancient and
modern, has always been a covenant-

making people.

Covenants in Ancient Israel

Ancient Israel worshiped a living

God, a personal God, a God in whose
image they had been created. In this

respect they were different from all

other peoples.

Another difference was the obser-

vance of the weekly Sabbath. Jehovah

told Israel that other nations would
recognize this as a distinguishing fea-

ture.

Jehovah commanded Israel that

they should pay a tenth of their increase

as tithing. This, too, was an important

distinguishing feature of God's people.

The Lord entered into covenant

with Abraham, stating that He would
make of him a great nation and make
his name great. He said: "I will bless

them that bless thee, and curse him that

curseth thee: and in thee shall all
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families of the earth be blessed." (Gen.

12:3.) This was an everlasting covenant,

and it was confirmed upon Isaac and
later upon Jacob who was called Israel.

This covenant has been literally

realized so far as Abraham's posterity

are concerned. It is also being fulfilled

in that through him and his descendants

all the nations of the earth have been

blessed. The children of Israel have

been scattered throughout all the na-

tions. A further fulfillment of the bless-

ing is that the Redeemer came through

Abraham's lineage, and through the

mission and sacrifice of the Savior all

the people of the earth have been or

will be blessed.

The Lord also made covenant with

Abraham as follows: "Unto thy seed

have I given this land, from the river of

Egypt unto the great river, the river

Euphrates." (Gen. 15:18.)

At the present time the descendants

of Abraham are contending over that

land and that blessing.

"And Moses went up unto God,
and the Lord called unto him out of the

mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to

the house of Jacob, and tell the children

of Israel;

"Ye have seen what I did unto the

Egyptians, and how I bare you on ea-

gles' wings, and brought you unto

myself.

"Now therefore, if ye will obey my
voice indeed, and keep my covenant,

then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto

me above all people: for the earth is

mine:

"And ye shall be unto me a

kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.

These are the words which thou shalt

speak unto the children of Israel.

"And Moses came and called for

the elders of the people, and laid before

their faces all these words which the

Lord commanded him.

"And all the people answered
together, and said, All that the Lord

hath spoken we will do. And Moses
returned the words of the people unto

the Lord."(Exod. 19:3-8.)

However, Israel of old failed to

keep the covenants, and as a result the

Lord was displeased with them and ca-

lamities befell them.

Everlasting covenant

The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-

ter-day Saints in this day is a covenant-

making people.

The gospel is the everlasting cove-

nant. In the very first section of the

Doctrine and Covenants, the Lord,

speaking through the Prophet Joseph

Smith, said: "I the Lord, knowing the

calamity which should come upon the

inhabitants of the earth, called upon my
servant, Joseph Smith, Jan., and spake

unto him from heaven, and gave him

commandments; . . .

"That mine everlasting covenant

might be established;

"That the fulness of my gospel

might be proclaimed by the weak and

the simple unto the ends of the world,

and before kings and rulers." (D&C
1:17,22-23.)

And in the twenty-second section

of the Doctrine and Covenants the Lord

says: "This is a new and an everlasting

covenant, even that which was from the

beginning" (D&C 22:1), meaning the

gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Again in the forty-fifth section the

Lord says: "And even so I have sent

mine everlasting covenant into the

world, to be a light to the world, and to

be a standard for my people, and for the

Gentiles to seek to it, and to be a

messenger before my face to prepare

the way before me." (D&C 45:9.)

Baptism

Baptism by water is a part of that

covenant—that everlasting covenant.

Before entering into the waters of bap-

tism one must learn about the gospel.

He must have faith in it, that it is what
the Lord says it is. His everlasting

covenant, a light to the world, a light to

His people. One must prove his faith
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and sincerity by repentance, by laying

aside his evil ways before entering into

the covenant of baptism. This holy ordi-

nance, to be valid, must be performed

by one having proper authority from

Jesus Christ.

Following baptism by immersion

we must have hands laid upon our

heads by authorized servants of the

Lord for the reception of the Holy

Ghost. We are then prepared to receive

for our individual guidance such in-

spiration and even revelation as may be

expedient.

These covenants all pertain to

keeping the commandments of the

Lord, and the blessings promised are

dependent thereon.

In that spiritual existence before

we came here, as recorded in the book
of Abraham, the Gods said: "And we
will prove them herewith, to see if they

will do all things whatsoever the Lord

their God shall command them;

"And they who keep their first

estate shall be added upon; and they

who keep not their first estate shall not

have glory in the same kingdom with

those who keep their first estate; and

they who keep their second estate [this

estate] shall have glory added upon
their heads for ever and ever." (Abr.

3:25-26.)

When we enter into the waters of

baptism we enter into covenant with the

Lord that we will keep the command-
ments that He has given us.

Sacrament

When we partake of the sacrament
we renew that covenant; we partake of

these emblems in remembrance of the

atoning sacrifice of our Lord and
Savior; we express a willingness to take

upon us His name, the name of our

Lord and Master, our Savior, Jesus

Christ; and we covenant that we will al-

ways remember Him, that we will keep

the commandments which He has given

us. He, the Lord, covenants with us that

if we will do these things we shall have

His Spirit to be with us. He will most

certainly keep His part of the covenant

if we keep ours.

Tithing and the Sabbath

As was the case with ancient Israel,

the payment of tithing is a distinguish-

ing part of the everlasting covenant as

revealed to modern Israel in this day

and age. The Lord has declared: "Be-

hold, now it is called today until the

coming of the Son of Man, and verily it

is a day of sacrifice, and a day for the

dthing of my people; for he that is

tithed shall not be burned at his com-

ing." (D&C 64:23.)

On August 7, 1831, the Lord gave a

commandment to the Church regarding

the observance of the Sabbath day:

"And that thou mayest more fully

keep thyself unspotted from the world,

thou shalt go to the house of prayer and

off'er up thy sacraments upon my holy

day;

"For verily this is a day appointed

unto you to rest from your labors, and

to pay thy devotions unto the Most

High;

"Nevertheless thy vows shall be

offered up in righteousness on all days

and at all times;

"But remember that on this, the

Lord's day, thou shalt oflfer thine obla-

tions and thy sacraments unto the Most

High, confessing thy sins unto thy

brethren, and before the Lord.

"And on this day thou shalt do

none other thing, only let thy food be

prepared with singleness of heart that

thy fasting may be perfect, or, in other

words, that thy joy may be full." (D&C
59:9-13.)

This commandment is followed by

a promise that if we will do these things

the fulness of the earth will be ours.

(See D&C 59:16.) The Lord outlines in

detail what the fulness of the earth

comprehends.

Are we living up to this command-
ment? And if not, are we entitled to the

blessings that accrue to those who keep
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their covenants with the Lord? The
Lord says; "But learn that he who doeth

the works of righteousness shall receive

his reward, even peace in this world,

and eternal life in the world to come."

(D&C 59:23.)

Priesthood covenant

When we receive the priesthood we
receive it with a covenant and promise.

The Lord has told us, as recorded in the

Doctrine and Covenants:

"For whoso is faithful unto the ob-

taining these two priesthoods [Mel-

chizedek and Aaronic] of which I have

spoken, and the magnifying their call-

ing, are sanctified by the Spirit unto the

renewing of their bodies. . . .

"And also all they who receive this

priesthood receive me, saith the Lord;

"For he that receiveth my servants

receiveth me;
"And he that receiveth me re-

ceiveth my Father;

"And he that receiveth my Father

receiveth my Father's kingdom;
therefore all that my Father hath shall

be given unto him.

"And this is according to the oath

and covenant which belongeth to the

priesthood.

"Therefore, all those who receive

the priesthood, receive this oath and
covenant of my Father, which he cannot

break, neither can it be moved." (D&C
84:33, 35-40.)

There are among us those who
break this covenant after receiving it

and turn therefrom. We plead with

them to repent and seek forgiveness of

their folly and make themselves worthy

of the blessings that are promised to

those who honor their priesthood

covenants and keep the commandments
of the Lord.

Marriage for eternity

The Lord has made known to us by

a revelation through the Prophet Joseph

Smith that in the celestial kingdom

there are three heavens or degrees of

glory, and that in order to attain the

highest degree of glory in our Heavenly
Father's kingdom a man must enter into

the new and everlasting covenant of

marriage. (See D&C 132:15-21.) In

other words, he must be married for all

eternity. The Lord explains that in

order to receive a blessing at His hands,

we must abide the law appointed for

that blessing. He has said, "There is a

law, irrevocably decreed in heaven

before the foundations of this world,

upon which all blessings are predi-

cated

—

"And when we obtain any blessing

from God, it is by obedience to that law

upon which it is predicated." (D&C
130:20-21.)

It must be understood that the

covenant of marriage must be made and
entered into and sealed by the Holy
Spirit of Promise through the medium
of him whom the Lord has appointed
and authorized to hold this power on
the earth in these last days. The
covenant pertaining to the eternity of

the family unit is one of utmost im-

portance. If we are to return into the

presence of our Eternal Father and His

Beloved Son and obtain eternal life, we
must honor the covenant pertaining

thereto. An ancient Book of Mormon
prophet has said, "Adam fell that men
might be; and men are, that they might
have joy." (2 Ne. 2:25.) In order to have

true joy, the joy that our Father desires

us to have, we must honor the cove-

nants and the commandments involved

in the gospel—the new and everlasting

covenant.

Plan of salvation

The Prophet Joseph Smith, the first

prophet of this dispensation, said,

"Happiness is the object and design of
our existence; and will be the end
thereof, if we pursue the path that leads

to it; and this path is virtue, uprightness,

faithfulness, holiness, and keeping all

the commandments of God." (Teach-
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ings of the Prophet Josepth Smith, p.

255.)

God lives, Jesus is the Christ,

Spencer W, Kimball is His living

prophet. The everlasting gospel of our
Lord and Master, which is the new and
everlasting covenant, has been restored

to earth. It is the plan of life and salva-

tion. To these things I testify in the

,

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Following Elder Joseph Anderson,

the Choir sang without announcement,
"For I Am Called by Thy Name."

President Marion G. Romney

We have just listened to Elder Jo-

seph Anderson, of the First Quorum of

the Seventy, followed by the Tabernacle

Choir singing, "For I Am Called By
Thy Name."

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder Delbert L. Stapley of the

Council of the Twelve Aposdes, who
will be our concluding speaker.

Elder Delbert L. Stapley

Of the Council of the Twelve

Brothers and sisters and friends,

after a few introductory remarks my
message today is taken from the writ-

ings of the apostle Paul, given over

1,900 years ago. Paul was born as Saul

of Tarsus, being both a Jew and a

Roman citizen. He became a powerful

persecutor of those who accepted Jesus

Christ as their Lord and King. Saul was
not motivated by malice, but by the

belief that he was working against an
enemy of his Jewish faith.

En route to Damascus

As he was en route to Damascus to

pursue his persecutions, a bright

heavenly Hght suddenly enveloped him
and he fell helplessly to the ground. A
voice asked, "Saul, Saul, why per-

secutest thou me?" In response, Saul

asked two questions: "Who art thou.

Lord?" and "Lord, what wilt thou have

me to do?" (Acts 9:4-6.)

The Christ identied Himself as

"Jesus whom thou persecutest." (Acts

9:5.) Then He told Saul to go to the city

of Damascus where he would be

instructed. Having been struck blind,

Saul was assisted into the city by his

companions. There, Ananias, a disciple

and servant of the Lord, restored Saul's

sight and informed him that God had
chosen him to know His will and hear

His voice; that he was to be a witness

unto all men of the resurrected Christ.

He was baptized by Ananias and from
that time on dedicated himself to the

upbuilding of the Lord's kingdom. (See

Acts 9:4-19.)

Defender of the faith

When he was ordained, Saul be-

came a great defender of the faith, a dy-

namic teacher of righteousness, and a

fearless preacher to the world. He went

first to the Jews in their synagogues,

then subsequently made three

missionary journeys, carrying the

message of the resurrected Christ to

many peoples. While on a mission to

the gentiles, he became known as Paul.

His love for and interest in his converts

found him returning to oversee their


