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The sealing for all time and eternity was

one of the most glorious occasions of

our lives.

"The reason for the urgency of go-

ing to the temple and being sealed as a

family was realized when just two

weeks later a tragic automobile accident

claimed the life of our eleven-year-old

daughter Kristin. As we stagger under

the heavy loss and grieve her mortal

absence in our lives, and as we examine

and study the process of the accident,

we know in our hearts that it was the

will of Heavenly Father to call her spirit

unto Himself We are strengthened and
comforted in the knowledge that her joy

is full. We have gratitude in our hearts

that the timing of our Heavenly Father

was so kind and merciful.

"At a time such as this we can only

ask questions and stand amazed as we
ponder the answers: What if we had not

joined the true church of Jesus Christ

and given this gift to Kristin? What if

we had delayed the conversion to a

more convenient time? What if we had

not gone to the temple with a sense of

urgency when we did? What if we had

not given Kristin the great joy of

Primary, Sunday School, sacrament
meetings and family home evenings?

"During the week before the ac-

cident Kristin had asked her mother if it

would be possible for her to go back
into the temple. She had loved it so.

"On a lonely Kansas cemetery
there stands a gray monument. On it are

the four names of our family. At the

bottom are engraved these words: 'This

family is sealed for all time and
eternity.' Behind the tears of temporary

loss our eyes show the clear and joyous

knowledge that our decision was truly

the correct decision."

Surely the gospel does make "good
men better and women and children

better than they have ever been before."

In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Hartman Rector, Jr., of the

First Quorum of the Seventy ha.s just

addressed us. We shall now be pleased

to hear from Elder Robert L. Simpson
of the First Quorum of the Seventy who
is Supervisor of the Australia-New Zea-

land Area. He will be followed by Elder

S. Dilworth Young of the First Quorum
of the Seventy.

Elder Robert L. Simpson

Of the First Quorum of the Seventy

My beloved brothers and sisters, I

sincerely pray that in this balcony and

listening on the radio and on television

there might be those who are serving in

the Church as ward librarians, Primary

teachers, ward clerks, stake clerks, those

who don't have much opportunity to

preside, but who love the Lord and love

the work.

Support systems

One of the most devastating ex-

periences of our space age is when a

multi-billion-dollar space effort is on

final countdown—only to be placed on

"hold" due to a technical failure. Unless

the problem can be identified and cor-

rected within a very short time, the

mission will need to be scrapped and
perhaps rescheduled weeks later when
the moon phase comes right again. The
cost of that technical failure becomes
astronomical in terms of manhours and
money. It was reported on one such oc-

casion that the malfunction turned out
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to be caused by a small transistor worth

about thirty cents.

Just as space probes depend upon
tens of thousands of other lesser

components in their so-called support

system, so does the Lord depend upon
tens of thousands in His support system,

that His ultimate objective of blessing
'

the lives of people and qualifying them
for eternal life might be accomplished

on schedule.

Today I would suggest a sincere

tribute to the tremendous priesthood

support system in operation throughout

the Church, people in so-called "lesser"

callings, individuals who carry on week
after week, month after month without

fanfare, and too often without even a

simple "thank you."

Custodians

Today, may we say thanks to build-

ing custodians all over the Church who
dust and dust, who sweep and sweep,

who clean and clean; and there it is

again the next Monday, the building in

total disarray; and the process starts all

over again, just as on every previous

Monday. Money cannot buy the kind of

love and devotion that is required to

face those Monday mornings. Building

custodians have strong testimonies like

you and me. If they did not, they could

not possibly face the awesome task of

keeping our places of worship as they

need to be at the appropriate hour.

Without testimony, they could not
remain pleasant when we perform a

thoughtless act that adds to their

burden.

Ushers

Oh that every ward and branch had
greeters and ushers assigned for each
worship service! Where members are so

assigned and carry out their responsi-

bilities properly, a reverential setting is

assured. It can make such a difference

when Saints are greeted at the door ever

so cordially but in quiet, subdued tones.

that each one might be reminded, that

each one might begin to get in tune

even before the meeting begins. We
need more of that in the Church.

As we wait for the service to begin,

we must make the transition from

worldly cares and concerns. May we
pay tribute to a multitude of organists

who play ever so softly the heavenly

music that mellows the heart and brings

a peace of mind compatible with the

teachings we seek.

Teachers

We offer very little thanks to our

teachers throughout the Church. Each

good teacher spends hours in prepara-

tion—not minutes, but hours. Scriptural

references and concepts are pondered.

The right words need to be found. Then
those right words need to come out

modulated by the Spirit, for this church

has always been taught, "If ye receive

not the Spirit ye shall not teach." (D&C
42:14.) May we ever bless the name of

those who convey the truth.

In one of Carol Lynn Pearson's

poems, she likens eternity to a school

play. Reference is made to the unlikely

persons who frequently receive the star-

ring role and how they seem to in-

variably rise to the occasion and

develop beyond expectation because of

the confidence that someone has placed

in them. I think Heavenly Father is a lot

like that. Ours is a church of involve-

ment. On a continuing basis, we are wit-

nesses to those who have responded to a

divine calling as we mumble to our-

selves, "Why him? Why her?" A short

time later, it is all too obvious, as we
note the personal growth taking place

—

as hidden talents begin to develop.

Were it not for the inspiration con-

nected with a Church calling—if we
were forced to use the yardstick of the

world in measuring the potential of an

individual—our progress would be

greatly impaired, for it is true: "Where

there is no vision, the people perish."

(Prov. 29:18.)
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Do not seek positions

In the work of the Lord we don't

seek positions, nor should we refuse the

opportunity to serve when called. The
story is told of one good brother, ob-

viously quite new in the Church. He
was most eager to serve in the front

ranks. Between conference sessions, he

had the good fortune of shaking hands

with President Hugh B. Brown and im-

mediately asked, "President Brown,
how does someone get to be a bishop in

the Church?"

"Well," answered President Brown,

"the process is very simple. You just

have to be invited by the Lord." What a

tremendous goal for every Latter-day

Saint— to qualify in every way to be

worthy of an invitation from the Lord,

no matter what that calling may be.

"Spear carriers"

Sister Pearson's poem also makes

allusion to the so-called spear carriers in

the school drama. This church, like the

school play, would indeed lose its savor

without the "spear carriers," those who
make the scene complete although they

all but lose themselves in the back-

ground. These are the faithful members
who are so important and form the

Lord's support system in the greatest

space probe of all time. Every great

Church leader of today was a "spear

carrier" yesterday. That is what eternal

progress is all about. This divine process

of human development is the very foun-

dation of the gospel plan.

May we also pay tribute to thou-

sands who have stepped back momen-
tarily from the front ranks to pick up a

spear for the final scenes, at least in this

life. 1 know a former mission president

who now serves willingly and capably

as a ward clerk. A former stake

president is now the deacons quorum
advisor and is preparing young men for

missions as they have never been pre-

pared before. We reflect on one of the

great observations of this dispensation:

"It doesn't matter where we serve, but

how we serve."

Ask any parent how important a

good Scoutmaster is. Ask any bishop

how important his ward clerks are. Ask
any teacher how indispensable the ward
library staff is. It's too bad we can't ask

someone who lived 300 years ago how
important he thinks a genealogical re-

searcher is.

Some of the more glamorous
"spear carriers" in Heavenly Father's

army we call "counselors." What a

choice spirit these people have, always

keeping themselves just a half step be-

hind their file leader—always ready to

express an opinion, ever willing to ac-

cept a final decision, even though that

final decision be in a totally different di-

rection.

Inherit all the Father has

Gospel concepts as taught by the

Savior are sometimes difficult for the

mind of mortal man. You see, God's

ways are not man's ways, and all of us

need to learn that lesson well. I suppose

some of what we have been talking

about here today is involved in the

divine truth that "the first shall be last,

and that the last shall be first." (D&C
29;30.) There could be many surprises

in the hereafter as we look up ahead

and exclaim in our amazernent, "But he

was only a home teacher." You know
and 1 know that if he was the kind of

home teacher that the handbook talks

about and if he lived worthily, that man
could likely stand eligible to inherit all

that the Father has. And there is no

greater blessing than that.

It is also interesting to note that

these brethren who sit behind me are

bound by the exact same set of eternal

standards as every other member of the

Church. In that final judgment that is

just and true, there will be one set of

rules and one only—and God is no

respector of persons. And how
significant that there is no private access

to the scriptures. Holy writ is the same
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for the newest convert as for members
of the First Presidency.

Gratitude for service

To every "spear carrier" in the

Church, we express a sincere ihank you
from the bottom of our hearts. Thank
you for the way you carry out your

responsibility for the Lord. Thank you
for the support and sustaining influence

that we feel as we visit among you. Wit-

hout that support, there would be no
Church organization as we know it to-

day. People's lives would not be blessed

so abundantly.

That we may all go forth willingly,

effectively, full of faith, with an eye

single to His glory is my prayer in the

name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Robert L. Simpson of the

First Quorum of the Seventy and
Supervisor of the Au.stralia-New Zea-
land Area, has just addressed us. We
shall now be pleased to hear from Elder
S. Dilworth Young of the First Quorum
of the Seventy.

Elder S. Dilworth Young
Of the First Quorum of the Seventy

A week or so ago I wrote an ad-

dress which I thought I might give at

this conference, but the events of the

past two days have made that a little in-

convenient. So I thought perhaps I

ought to begin by apologizing to the

translators who have to change these

things into foreign tongues for not giv-

ing them more time to do what they

have to do now.

"I have gained"

Since last Friday the number of

people who stop and offer their arms as

1 walk or climb stairs has increased

fourfold. I assure you that I am not

retired; I am retreaded. There have

been several times when I have looked

about as my name is mentioned with

affectionate tones, as did Golden Kim-
ball, wondering who had died.

A friend said to me last Friday,

"How can you bear what you have

lost?" I replied, "1 have lost nothing.

Rather 1 have gained."

1 have gained a new group of close

friends and associates in a quorum

which I hope will have such unity of

purpose that it will be as a banner of

righteousness before the world.

I have gained seven leaders far be-

yond me in ability, strength, and
wisdom, which, had there not been this

enlargement, I could not have had.

I have gained the opportunity to

serve rather than to direct. In that

service my arms will extend in the wide

world, as far as I can find the strength to

extend them, and my upward reach will

be as high as I can see.

Now the only limit to my personal

service, which I myself originate, is my
strength of body, facility of mind, and
compassion of heart.

Service

I have gained a personal knowl-

edge and understanding of the meaning
of the words of President J. Reuben
Clark; Not where I serve, but how.

1 have gained a chance to pause

briefly and measure what 1 have learned

in my association with the First Council


