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Elder Bruce R. McConkie
Of the Council of the Twelve

I shall speak of a subject which

strikes dread—even terror—into the

hearts of most men. It is something we
fear, of which we are sorely afraid, and
from which most of us would flee if we
could.

Death

I shall speak of the passing of the

immortal soul into the eternal realms

ahead, of that dread day when we shall

shuffle off this mortal coil and go back

to the dust from whence we came. I

shall speak of death—mortal death, the

natural death, the death of the body

—

and of the state of the souls of men
when this final consummation is im-

posed upon them.

Manifestly, we must all be guided

and enlightened by the power of the

Holy Spirit as we step into this realm,

this realm of which carnal men know so

little, but of which so much has been
revealed to the saints of the Most High.

I pray that my words, spoken by
the power of the Holy Ghost, shall sink

deeply into your hearts by the power of

that same Spirit, so that you will know
of their truth and verity.

For a text I take these sweet and
consoling words of biblical origin;

"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the

death of his saints." (Ps. 116:15.) To
them I append Paul's pointed and pain-

ful pronouncement; "The sting of death

is sin." (1 Cor. 15;56.)

Death can be comforting and sweet

and precious or it can thrust upon us all

the agonies and sulphurous burnings of

an endless hell. And we—each of us in-

dividually—make the choice as to

which it shall be.

Eternal scheme

If we are to place death in its

proper perspective in the eternal

scheme of things, we must first learn the

purposes of life. We must know whence
we came. Whose we are, and why He
placed us here. Only then can we envi-

sion whither we shall yet go in the

providences of Him who made us.

We know, because the Lord has

revealed it in this our day, that we are

the spirit children of an exalted,

glorified Being, a Holy Man who has a

body of flesh and bones and who is our

Father in heaven.

We know that the name of the kind

of life He lives is eternal life and that it

consists of living in the family unit and
of possessing all power, all might, and
all dominion.

We know that He ordained and es-

tablished the plan of salvation to enable

us to advance and progress from our

spirit state, to the same state of glory,

honor, and exaltation which He Himself
possesses.

Plan of salvation

We know that the Father's plan

called for the creation of this earth,

where we could dwell as mortals, re-

ceive bodies made of the dust of the

earth, and undergo the tests and trials

which now face us.

We know that this plan of salvation

included provisions for the fall of man,
with its consequent temporal and
spiritual death; for a redemption from

death through the atoning sacrifice of

the Son of God; and for an inheritance

of eternal life for all the obedient.

We know that this great plan of

progression called for a birth which
would provide a mortal tabernacle for

our eternal spirits, and for a death which
would free those spirits from the frail-

ties, diseases, and weaknesses of mor-
tality.

Testing processes of mortality

And may I say that this life never
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was intended to be easy. It is a proba-

tionary estate in which we are tested

physically, mentally, morally, and
spiritually. We are subject to disease

and decay. We are attacked by cancer,

leprosy, and contagious diseases. We
suffer pain and sorrow and afflictions.

Disasters strike; floods sweep away our

homes; famines destroy our food;

plagues and wars fill our graves with

dead bodies and our broken homes with

sorrow.

We are called upon to choose

between the revealed word of God and
the soul-destroying postulates of the

theoretical sciences. Temptations, the

lusts of the flesh, evils of every sort— all

these are part of the plan, and must be

faced by every person privileged to un-

dergo the experiences of mortality.

The testing processes of mortality

are for all men, saints and sinners alike.

Sometimes the tests and trials of those

who have received the gospel far exceed

any imposed upon worldly people.

Abraham was called upon to sacrifice

his only son. Lehi and his family left

their lands and wealth to live in a

wilderness. Saints in all ages have been
commanded to lay all that they have

upon the altar, sometimes even their

very lives.

As to the individual trials are prob-

lems that befall any of us, all we need
say is that in the wisdom of Him who
knows all things, and who does all th-

things well, all of us are given the

particular and specific tests that we need

in our personal situations. It is to us, His

saints, that the Lord speaks when He
says; "I will prove you in all things,

whether you will abide in my covenant,

even unto death, that you may be found

worthy.

"For if ye will not abide in my
covenant ye are not worthy of me."

(D&C 98: 14-15.)

Life beyond the grave

Now, what of death? of the passing

of loved ones? of our life beyond the

grave?

Our scriptures say; "Death hath

passed upon all men, to fulfil the merci-

ful plan of the great Creator." (2 Ne.

9;6.) Where the true Saints are con-

cerned there is no sorrow in death ex-

cept that which attends a temporary

separation from loved ones. Birth and

death are both essential steps in the

unfolding drama of eternity.

We shouted for joy at the privilege

of becoming mortal because without the

tests of mortality there could be no

eternal life. We now sing praises to the

great Redeemer for the privilege of

passing from this life because without

death and the resurrection we could not

be raised in immortal glory and gain

eternal life.

When the faithful saints depart

from this life they "are received into a

state of happiness, which is called

paradise, a state of rest, a state of peace,

where they shall rest from all their trou-

bles and from all care, and sorrow" (Al.

40; 12), and they remain in this state

until the day of their resurrection.

When the wicked and ungodly de-

part from this life they continue in their

wickedness and rebellion. "That same

spirit which doth possess your bodies at

the time ye go out of this life," the scrip-

ture says, "that same spirit will have

power to possess your body in that

eternal world." (Al. 34;34.)

Endure to the end

"Ye must press forward with a

steadfastness in Christ," Nephi said to

members of the Church, "having a

perfect brightness of hope, and a love of

God and of all men. Wherefore, if ye

shall press forward, feasting upon the

word of Christ, and endure to the end,

behold, thus saith the Father: Ye shall

have eternal life." (2 Ne. 31:20.) That is

to say— all the faithful Saints, all of

those who have endured to the end, de-

part this life with the absolute

guarantee of eternal life.
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There is no equivocation, no doubt,

no uncertainty in our minds. Those who
have been true and faithful in this life

will not fall by the wayside in the life to

come. If they keep their covenants here

and now and depart this life firm and
true in the testimony of our blessed

Lord, they shall come forth with an
inheritance of eternal life.

Those who die in the Lord

We do not mean to say that those

who die in the Lord, and who are true

and faithful in this life, must be perfect

in all things when they go into the next

sphere of existence. There was only one
perfect man—the Lord Jesus whose
Father was God.

There have been many righteous

souls who have attained relative degrees

of perfection, and there have been great

hosts of faithful people who have kept

the faith, and lived the law, and de-

parted this life with the full assurance of
an eventual inheritance of eternal life.

There are many things they will do
and must do, even beyond the grave, to

merit the fulness of the Father's
kingdom in that final glorious day when
the great King shall say unto them,
"Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit

the kingdom prepared for you from the

foundation of the world." (Matt. 25:34.)

But what we are saying is that

when the saints of God chart a course of
righteousness, when they gain sure testi-

monies of the truth and divinity of the

Lord's work, when they keep the com-
mandments, when they overcome the

world, when they put first in their lives

the things of God's kingdom: when they

do all these things, and then depart this

life—though they have not yet become
perfect— they shall nonetheless gain
eternal life in our Father's kingdom;
and eventually they shall be perfect as

God their Father and Christ His Son
are perfect.

Is it any wonder that the scriptures

say: "Precious in the sight of the Lord is

the death of his saints"? (Ps. 116:15.)

Truly such is precious, wondrous, and
glorious, for when the saints die, added
souls have assured themselves of exalta-

tion with Him who provided the way
for them to advance and progress and
become like Him.

Is it any wonder that the scriptures

say: "Blessed are the dead which die in

the Lord," for they shall "rest from their

labours; and their works do follow

them." (Rev. 14: 13.) Truly it is a blessed

occasion, for the faithful saints have

filled the full measure of their creation,

and a gracious God will give them all

things in due course.

Is it any wonder that the Lord says

to His saints, "Those that die in me
shall not taste of death, for it shall be

sweet unto them"? (D&C 42:46.)

Is it any wonder that the Prophet

Joseph Smith said such things as:

"When men are prepared, they are bet-

ter off to go hence"? (Teachings of the

Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 326.)

"Those who have died in Jesus

Christ may expect to enter into all that

fruition of joy when they come forth,

which they possessed or anticipated

here." [Teachings, p. 295.)

"In the resurrection, some are

raised to be angels, others are raised to

become Gods." (Teachings, p. 312.)

Now, we do not seek death, though
it is part of the merciful plan of the

great Creator. Rather, we rejoice in life,

and desire to live as long as we can be

of service to our fellowmen. Faithful

saints are a leaven of righteousness in a

wicked world.

But sometimes the Lord's people

are hounded and persecuted. Some-
times He deliberately lets His faithful

saints linger and suffer, in both body
and spirit, to prove them in all things,

and to see if they will abide in His

covenant, even unto death, that they

may be found worthy of eternal life. If

such be the lot of any of us, so be it.

Resurrection

But come what may, anything that
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befalls us here in mortality is but for a

small moment, and if we are true and

faithful God will eventually exalt us on

high. All our losses and sufferings will

be made up to us in the resurrection.

We shall be raised from mortality

to immortality, from corruption to in-

corruption. We shall come forth from

the grave in physical perfection. Not a

hair of the head shall be lost, and God
shall wipe away all tears.

If we have lived the gospel we shall

come forth with celestial bodies which

are prepared to stand the glory of a ce-

lestial kingdom. We shall continue to

live in the family unit, and as Joseph

Smith said, "That same sociality which

exists among us here will exist among us

there, only it will be coupled with

eternal glory, which glory we do not

now enjoy." (D&C 130:2.)

Rejoice in life and death

We rejoice in life. We rejoice in

death. We have no desires except to do
the will of Him whose we are and to

dwell with Him in His kingdom at the

appointed time.

O that it might be with each of us

as it was with that valiant apostle of old

who said, as the hour of his death ap-

proached:

"I am now ready to be offered, and

the time of my departure is at hand.

"I have fought a good fight, I have

finished my course, 1 have kept the

faith:

"Henceforth there is laid up for me
a crown of righteousness, which the

Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me
at that day: and not to me only, but

unto all them also that love his appear-

ing." (2 Tim. 4:6-8.)

In the name of the Lord Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the

Council of the Twelve has just spoken
to us. We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder Robert E. Wells who was
sustained Friday morning as a new
member of the First Quorum of the

Seventy. Following Elder Wells we
shall be pleased to hear from Bishop J.

Richard Clarke, the new Second
Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric.

Elder Robert E. Wells

Of the First Quorum of the Seventy

The Savior chose a very dramatic

moment in which to emphasize the

value of missionary work. He gave to

his apostles the choice of their hearts.

Peter said that he preferred to depart

speedily from this life and be with the

Savior in his kingdom. John the

Beloved chose to stay behind and bring

souls unto Christ.

Imagine the importance of that

beautiful moment, Peter choosing to be
with the Savior in his kingdom above;

and yet the Savior turned and said to

Peter, "John my Beloved has chosen the

greater thing." (See D&C 7.)

Missionary Work

The greatest thing of my life has

been missionary work—proselyting

—

and I am tremendously honored to be

included in this historic missionary

Quorum of Seventies.

On this occasion I would like to

pay tribute to those who have meant so

much to me in my life: my sweet com-


