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transgressed the laws, changed the ordi-

nance, broken the everlasting

covenant."

There was need to restore these

doctrines and ordinances. Wise men
were not able to restore these practices

during the Reformation or since. These

doctrines came from heaven by a res-

toration of the gospel. Nor could Joseph

Smith of himself have thought out these

doctrines. They were part of the stone

cut out of the mountain without hands

that would roll forth to fill the earth.

(See Dan. 2:34-35, 44-45.)

Urgency of the work

That kingdom is now rolling forth.

There are prophets again on the earth

who teach those same sacred principles

revealed by Jesus during the forty days

immediately following his resurrection.

A realization of this fact is a vivid warn-

ing to all present members of the

Church to qualify themselves by
righteous living to receive these bless-

ings. They will be revealed to the

righteous who will beheve and practice

them.

We can see a hastening of the work
today as the world shows a remarkable

upsurge of interest in genealogy. It

comes so naturally that few can see the

hand of the Lord in it, but it is there.

People interested in genealogy will un-

doubtedly ask the question, "Why?" If

they will only search for an answer to

that question, they will find the restored

gospel and receive power from on high

just as did those ancient members of the

church of Jesus Christ.

We see an increased velocity in

temple building in the Church and an

increased activity in the work of salva-

tion for the dead. It is a warning to

members of the Church to take this

work more seriously. It is a continuation

and a perfecting of missionary activity;

in fact, it is a vital part of it. To neglect

this responsibility is to endanger one's

own salvation.

You can feel the urgency of this

work in the air. You can see the hasten-

ing hand of the Lord at work. You can

sense the necessity to get on with this

work. I feel I must teach it wherever I

go so that member and nonmember
alike may search for that knowledge,

which is neither cryptic nor hidden to

those who know and love the Lord. This

is my testimony in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President Marion G. Romney

He to whom you have just listened

is Elder Theodore M. Burton of the

First Quorum of the Seventy.

Elder Loren C. Dunn of the First

Quorum of the Seventy, who is

President of the Australia Sydney

Mission will be our next speaker. He

will be followed by President Ezra Taft

Benson of the Quorum of the Twelve.

Elder Loren C. Dunn
My dear brothers and sisters, it is

an honor to be at this conference. And it

is an honor to serve as a missionary in

Australia.

Missionary work in Australia

This marks the 126th year that the

Church has been in Australia.

The two missionaries who in-

troduced the gospel to Australia were

John Murdock and Charles Wandell,

who arrived in Sydney on October 30,

1851. Brother Murdock was fifty-nine

years of age at the time and was one of

the early stalwarts of the Church. He
was in the first group to be ordained

high priests by Joseph Smith. He was
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called on two of his missions by revela-

tions which are in the Doctrine and
Covenants. (See D&C 52;8, 99:1.) His

wife died, leaving him twins only six

hours old. These were the twins that the

Prophet Joseph Smith received into his

home to raise.

For a time he lived in the home of
Joseph Smith and relates this incident:

"During the winter that I boarded with

Brother Joseph ... we had a number of

prayer meetings, in the Prophet's

chamber. ... In one of those meetings

the Prophet told us, 'If we would hum-
ble ourselves before God, and exercise

strong faith, we should see the face of

the Lord.' And about midday the vi-

sions of my mind were opened, and the

eyes of my understanding were
enlightened, and 1 saw the form of a

man, most lovely, the visage of his face

was sound and fair as the sun. His hair a

bright silver grey, curled in a most ma-
jestic form; His eyes a keen penetrating

blue, and the skin of his neck a most

beautiful white and he was covered

from the neck to the feet with a loose

garment, pure white: Whiter than any
garment I have ever before seen. His

countenance was most penetrating, and
yet most lovely. And while 1 was
endeavoring to comprehend the whole
personage from head to feet it slipped

from me, and the vision was closed up.

But it left on my mind the impression of

love, for months, that I never before felt

to that degree." (John Murdock, An
Abridged Record of the Life of John
Murdock, p. 26.)

Such was the man who opened the

work of the gospel of Jesus Christ in

Australia in this dispensation. Through
the early years of the Church in Aus-
tralia many joined the Church and' then

immigrated to either Canada or the

United States. In 1955 President David
O. McKay toured the country and
advised the Saints to stay and build

Zion in their land.

Reason for growth

The next visit of a prophet in Aus-

tralia came in February 1976 when
President Spencer W. Kimball held the

first area conferences. President Kim-
ball's message was "Grow!" And the

Church is growing in Australia as well

as elsewhere in the world.

The reason for that growth is be-

cause of that which happens within any

individual who looks into the Church or

examines its doctrines. Perhaps 1 can

explain it in this way. In Matthew,
chapter sixteen, the Savior asked his

disciples: "Whom do men say that I the

Son of man am?
"And they said. Some say that thou

art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and
others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.

"He saith unto them. But whom
say ye that I am?

"And Simon Peter answered and
said. Thou art the Christ, the Son of the

living God.
"And Jesus answered and said unto

him. Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona:

for flesh and blood hath not revealed it

unto thee, but my Father which is in

heaven." (Vv. 13-17.)

Although Peter walked and talked

with the Savior and had observed many
of his miracles, yet when he said, "Thou
art the Christ, the Son of the living

God," the Savior pointed out that it

wasn't flesh and blood that revealed this

to Peter, but his Father in heaven.

This tells us that there is a more
certain way of knowing than actually

seeing with our eyes; for there were
many who saw Jesus Christ but knew
him not as the Son of God. Those that

did know him knew him because it was
revealed to them by our Father in

heaven.

Witness of the Spirit

This witness of the Spirit is men-
tioned in Luke, chapter twenty-four, as

two of the disciples were walking along
the road to a village called Emmaus.
The Savior himself came and walked
and talked with them, but they did "not

know him" until right at the very end
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when their eyes were opened and they

knew him. Verse 32 says: "And they

said one to another, Did not our heart

burn within us, while he talked with us

by the way, and while he opened to us

the scriptures?"

With all the logic and outward evi-

dences of the truthfulness of the gospel,

it still comes down to the witness of the

Spirit.

"Did not our heart burn within

us?" is as applicable today to a person

seeking the gospel of Jesus Christ as it

was during the time of Christ or in John

Murdock's day.

In modern revelation the Lord has

established a spiritual test to find truth.

He says in the ninth section of the

Doctrine and Covenants simply: "But,

behold, I say unto you, that you must

study it out in your mind; then you

must ask me if it be right, and if it is

right I will cause that your bosom shall

burn within you; therefore, you shall

feel that it is right." (V. 8.)

The words "you shall feel that it is

right" refer to a feeling of peace and
warmth, a feeling that touches the soul.

For an investigator of the truth, this

feeling begins to come when the

missionaries come and leave their

message. They can feel it in the home
after the missionaries leave. They can

feel it in the congregations of the

Saints; and they can feel it as they read

and study and pray about the message.

It is a feeling that is unique in its peace

and joy because it emanates from Jesus

Christ. It is that feeling which brings a

greater knowledge and a more sure wit-

ness than even flesh and bones.

A convert's experience

A recent convert from Canberra,

Australia, says the following: "I was
born into a religious family where reli-

gion was taken seriously. I had a strict

Christian upbringing. However, I

drifted away from the church at about
twenty years of age when I left home to

attend teachers college.

"From that time on I felt an empti-

ness of purpose in some way, and each

year or so would find me searching out

and studying a new spiritual creed. I

studied yoga and practiced meditation,

read about Hinduism, Buddhism, Zen
Buddhism, and most of the Protestant

religions and Judaism. Somehow none

of these held out anything I was seek-

ing. Then I stopped searching, and
when the elders came calling, I had
mixed feelings about letting them in. I

did not want yet another fruitless

search, but I thought it only reasonable

to hear the message and then decide.

For a few lessons I was not convinced

that there was anything different in the

lessons from what I had already heard

elsewhere. Then slowly, through the

patience of the elders, I began to get the

feeling that all they were saying was

really true. They urged me to pray

frequently, which I did; but still I was

not sure. They explained how the Holy
Ghost could come into one's heart, and

one could perhaps feel a warm glow in-

side. This was rather hard for me to

imagine, but I believed them.

"One night the elders challenged

me to take baptism the very next Satur-

day. I was surprised and felt I wasn't

ready, but I did agree to be baptized a

week later, giving myself more time for

questions and prayer. Then Elder Hurd
asked Elder Nelson if he would bear his

testimony to me. He did it so fervently

that about halfway through I felt a

warm spot in my heart which seemed to

be coming from Elder Nelson; and as

he spoke, it increased in size and
intensity like a small cloud inside of me.

"When he had finished, both elders

assured me that they had felt the

presence of the Holy Ghost, but I didn't

tell them of my experience until a few

days later. I felt too overcome to speak

of it. Before they left they asked me to

read Third Nephi, chapters 1 1 to 26, in

the Book of Mormon before going to

bed that night. As soon as they went out

the door, I read avidly, and as I did, the

warm glow returned to me and I needed
no more convincing."
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Truth revealed by God

Not every experience will be just

like this; but to greater or lesser degree,

that same Spirit will come into the life

of every soul who desires to know the

truth. Each member of the Church and

each soul who sincerely investigates the

teachings by study, prayer, and attend-

ing church will receive his answer.

It is as simple as that. Flesh and

blood do not reveal it, but our Father

which is in heaven. At some time in the

investigation process, this confirming

spirit will come into the soul, and truth

will be the result. Should there be

someone watching or listening at this

time who is thinking of looking into the

Church or studying its doctrines, we
offer this to you. There is nothing com-

plicated or difficult about it. It requires

only a person who desires to know the

truth and who is willing to turn to the

Lord with all his heart and ask about

that which he reads and hears.

I, too, have felt that Spirit; I, too,

know that God lives and that Jesus the

Christ is his Son. This is not my phi-

losophy; this is not my belief. This is a

knowledge borne by the Spirit. This

Church is true. Joseph Smith was a

prophet of God. Spencer W. Kimball is

a prophet of God today. We are in the

Lord's service. In the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Marion G. Romney

Elder Loren C. Dunn, a member of
the First Quorum of the Seventy and
President of the Australia Sydney
Mission, has just addressed us.

President Ezra Taft Benson of the

Council of the Twelve will be our

concluding speaker.

President Ezra Taft Benson

My beloved brethren and sisters,

humbly and gratefully I stand before

you, for the second time today. 1 am
grateful for this privilege, and I invoke

the Spirit of the Lord to sustain us as I

speak about the power of personal

prayer and how we may improve our

communications with our Heavenly
Father.

All through my life the counsel to

depend on prayer has been prized

above almost any other advice I have
received. It has become an integral part

of me, an anchor, a constant source of
strength, and the basis for my
knowledge of things divine.

Scriptural admonitions on prayer

"Remember that whatever you do
or wherever you are, you are never

alone" was my father's familiar counsel

to me as a boy. "Our Heavenly Father is

always near. You can reach out and re-

ceive His aid through prayer." I have
found this counsel to be true. Thank
God we can reach out and tap that

unseen power, without which no man
can do his best.

The holy scriptures are replete with
convincing admonitions regarding the

importance of prayer, impressive
examples of prayer, and counsels on
how to pray effectively.

During His earthly ministry, Jesus

said, "Men ought always to pray, and
not to faint." (Luke 18: 1.) "Watch and
pray, that ye enter not into temptation."

(Matt. 26:41.) In this dispensation. He
said, "Pray always lest that wicked one
have power in you, and remove you out
of your place." (D&C 93:49.)

Through Joseph Smith the warning

came: "And in nothing doth man
offend God, or against none is his wrath
kindled, save those who confess not his


