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their policy to have books in their basic

reading curriculum with profanity in

them and that they would immediately

remove those books from their school

district. He said they were highly em-
barrassed that someone should have to

point out to them the objectionable na-

ture of the books, and that they would
see that those persons responsible for

reviewing the books in the future did a

more thorough job."

Power in righteous living

We have been blessed with the

light of the gospel to lead us and to

guide and direct our lives. Through our

understanding and study of the scrip-

tures, we have a knowledge of the laws

of the Lord by which we should govern

our earthly conduct. With this great

blessing comes an obligation to be a

part of the communities in which we
live. Our influence should be felt to

safeguard the moral standards in the

villages, in the towns, and in the cities

where our homes are located in all parts

of the world. I challenge you to become
involved in lifting the moral standards

of the communities where your homes
are.

May the light of the gospel help us

to see the great potential the Lord has

blessed us with. There is power in

righteous living. May we again commit
ourselves to be doers of the word

—

quality builders in our Father in

heaven's kingdom. May our lives be

filled with the joy of accomplishment.

May our knowledge of the gospel help

us to be the best of whatever the Lord

has called us to be, I humbly pray in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Without announcement, the

Tabernacle Choir sang, "Build Thee
More Stately Mansions."

President Spencer W. Kimball

We have just listened to Elder L.

Tom Perry of the Council of the Twelve

Apostles, followed by the Tabernacle

Choir singing, "Build Thee More
Stately Mansions."

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder LeGrand Richards of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles, who
will be our concluding speaker.

Elder LeGrand Richards

Following the resurrection of the

Savior, he walked along the way toward

Emmaus with two of his disciples, and
we are told that "their eyes were holden

that they" didn't recognize Him. (Luke

24: 16.) When He heard what they had

to say about Him and His life and
crucifixion. He realized that they didn't

comprehend what He had tried to teach

them, and so He said to them: "O fools,

and slow of heart to believe ail that the

prophets have spoken." (Luke 24:25.)

Words of the prophets

Then, commencing with Moses and

the prophets. He showed them how in

all things the prophets had testified of

Him; and you know that they did, even

to the minutest detail, even to the cast-

ing of lots for His clothing at the time of

His crucifixion. (Ps. 22: 18.)

Then Luke tells us that He opened

their understandings that they might

understand the scriptures. Now 1 ask

you here today, do you believe all that

the prophets have spoken? And if you

do, you realize what Isaiah said: that

the Lord has declared "the end from the

beginning." (Isa. 46: 10.)

It's all in the holy scriptures, and of

all the great events of the history of the
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world, as far as the prophets have

foretold, the greatest is the preparation

for the coming of the Savior in the latter

days, when He will come in power and
great glory, with all the holy angels, as

King of kings and Lord of lords.

Obviously there has to be a

preparation for that coming.

I would like to preface what I am
going to say here today with the words

of the song written by William Cowper.

It goes like this: "God moves in a mys-

terious way his wonders to perform." I

would like to refer today to a few of the

wonders that the Lord has performed

and is performing in order to prepare

for that glorious coming of His Only
Begotten Son as the prophets have

foretold. I may repeat some of the

things that have been said in this

conference.

A messenger to prepare the way

I first refer to the statement of
Malachi when the Lord, speaking
through the prophet Malachi, said that

He would send His messenger to

prepare the way for His coming, and
that He would come swiftly to His

temple; and who could abide the day of

His coming, because He would be as

refiner's fire and fullers' soap. (See Mai.

3:1-2.) Now obviously that had no
reference to His first coming, when He
was born as a humble babe in

Bethlehem, for He didn't come to His

temple swiftly, and He didn't come
cleansing or purifying. But we are told

that when He comes in the latter days
the wicked will cry out to the rocks,

"Fall on us, and hide us . . . from the

wrath of the Lamb." (Rev. 6: 16.)

Obviously, when the Lord sends a

messenger to prepare the way before

Him, that messenger can be none other

than a prophet. When He came in the

meridian of time, the Lord sent John
the Baptist, and Jesus bore witness that

there was no greater prophet in Israel

than John the Baptist.

We have heard here today from

Brother Derrick about the bringing

forth of the boy Joseph Smith as a

prophet of the Lord, visited by the

Father and the Son back in 1820. If we
could realize how this world has

changed in the past 200 years because of

the coming of the Father and the Son to

usher in this dispensation as compared
with the centuries preceding—why
didn't it happen 500 years ago or a

thousand years ago?

But we are living in the day of

preparation, and the Lord has sent His

messenger to prepare the way, and He
gave unto him the keys to organize His

Church and kingdom and to establish

the holy priesthood and the power of

the apostleship, such as existed in the

church in the primitive days.

Dispensation of the fulness of times

Then there are the words of Paul.

He said that the Lord has revealed the

mystery of His will, "That in the dis-

pensation of the fulness of times [and we
live in that dispensation] he might gather

together in one all things in Christ, both

which are in heaven, and which are on
earth." (Eph. 1:10.) Isn't that something
to think about, when you hear that the

Lord will reveal the mystery of His will?

And that the mystery of His will has

been revealed to His modern prophets

of this day?

And we have truths that no other

church in this world knows anything

about—we are the only church in the

world that has a program to unite all

that is in the kingdom of heaven with

the kingdom of God here on this earth,

looking to the final winding-up scenes

when all the kingdoms of this world and

the world to come will be under the su-

perivison of our great King, the Savior

of the world. Well, they are just some of

the Uttle things that need to be done.

Now there are many other prophecies

foretelling His second coming.

Isaiah's prophecies

When Moroni visited the Prophet
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Joseph three times during the night,

when he was only eighteen years old

and had no church organization,

Moroni quoted some of the prophecies

that were yet to be fulfilled in the

preparation; and one was from the

eleventh chapter of Isaiah, where the

Lord said that He would "set his hand

again the second time to gather scat-

tered Israel, and that He would bring in

the dispersed of Judah, and He would

"set up an ensign for the nations." (Isa.

11:11-12.) That He has done through

the gathering of the Latter-day Saints to

these valleys of the mountains as a wit-

ness that He has gathered scattered Is-

rael. And now Judah is being gathered

back to her native land after centuries

—

two thousand years of wandering and

persecution—and now Israel has a na-

tion of her own. All of this is but fulfill-

ment of the prophecies that were to

precede the coming of the Savior in the

latter days.

Then Isaiah made another state-

ment regarding the latter days. (It seems

to me that he almost lived more in our

day than the time when he was here

upon the earth, because he saw so much
of what would transpire.) He saw in the

last days (and he names the last days)

that the mountain of the Lord's house

would be established in the top of the

mountains (and we are here) and that

all nations would flow unto it. "And
many people shall go and say. Come ye,

and let us go up to the mountain of the

Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob;

that he will teach us of his ways, and we
will walk in his paths." (Isa. 2:3.)

Thousands can testify how they

have been gathered from foreign lands

to these valleys of the mountains where

this beautiful temple is. Just imagine

the Saints starting to build an edifice

like that when they had nothing but

their hands with which to build it, and

were a thousand miles from transporta-

tion. One of the first things that

President Brigham Young did when
they entered into this valley, a wilder-

ness, was to put his cane on the spot

where this temple was to be built. Well,

Isaiah saw all of that thousands of years

ago, and that is another of the prepara-

tory things that the prophets have fore-

seen that were to precede His second

coming.

The coming of Elijah

Then we come back to the prophet

Malachi again, and he said: "I will send

you Elijah the prophet before the com-

ing of the great and dreadful day of the

Lord [and we live in that day ofprepara-

tion]:

"And he shall turn the heart of the

fathers to the children, and the heart of

the children to their fathers, lest I come
and smite the earth with a curse." (Mai.

4:5-6.) President Kimball spoke of that

in his opening address.

I doubt if we have any conception

of what that really meant, when Elijah

came. There are unseen powers that

operate in this world on the hearts and

minds of men that are as real as the sun-

shine is to the plants and the trees to

help them grow, and the seeds to sprout,

and so forth. Elijah did come; on the

third day of April 1836 he appeared to

Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery in

the Kirtland Temple and brought back

the keys of the turning of the hearts of

the fathers who have passed away to

their children here upon this earth, and

the hearts of the children here to their

fathers, and that in intself is one of the

great miracles of all ages.

Genealogy and temple work

If you could just realize what has

happened as a result of Elijah's coming!

At that time there were no genealogical

societies in the world, and now they are

all over the world; and not only that but

I had a newspaper that came to me
from Indianapolis the other day and the

whole front page of the paper was
about the gathering of genealogy. It told

about our Genealogical Department

out here, and I chedced with Brother
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Burton, and we have over 600 em-
ployees in that department, 80 men that

are microfilming the records all over

this land and in Europe.

Then we have these great vaults

out here in these granite mountins

where these films are preserved. There

is nothing like it in the world. And if

you stop to figure how many people it

took to prepare the 4 million volumes

of genealogy that we have in our library

here, then you will realize that the Spirit

is moving on them all over the world.

When 1 was down in the South as

president of the mission, one of our new
converts went into the library hunting

genealogy, and he found one of their

family names prepared by a judge and
his wife over in Texas, and the preface

read like this:

"This book has been prepared at

great expense and time and money on

the part of my wife and myself. Why we
have done it we do not know, but we
trust in the providences of the Lord that

it will someday serve a useful purpose."

I could tell you more stories hke

that to show you how the Spirit is mov-
ing upon the people of this world to

gather their genealogy preparatory to

the work that we can do in our temples.

Then just think of the thousands of

people that are working in our temples

day by day. All of that is a part of this

great and marvelous work that Elijah

was to come and bring.

I was over in Israel a few years ago

and one day we went into three of the

synagogues there. In one, tied up on the

side of the wall, was an armchair. I

knew what it was there for, but I wanted
the rabbi to tell me! I said, "What's that

chair there for?"

He said, "So if Elijah comes along

we can lower it and let him occupy it."

The Church is the preparation

How little do they realize that

Elijah has been here and if they could

only comprehend what has happened in

this world, that he has touched the

hearts of men and women all over this

world as a result of his coming—well,

that was one of the great things that was

to transpire.

God bless you. I believe the words

of the prophets, and I know that this

Church is the preparation that all of the

holy prophets have deaeed to prepare

for the coming of our Savior; and may
He hasten that day, I pray in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Following Elder LeGrand
Richards, the hymn "Ye Simple Souls

Who Stray" was sung by the Choir

without announcement.

President Spencer W. Kimball

Elder LeGrand Richards (our 92

year old theologian) of the Council of

the Twelve Apostles has just spoken to

us, followed by the Tabernacle Choir

singing, "Ye Simple Souls Who Stray."

We appreciate the courtesies shown

by the owners and operators of the

many radio and television stations who
offered their facilities as a public service

to make the proceedings of this

conference available to a large audience

throughout many areas of the world.

These services are being carried

over radio stations in Australia, the

Philippines (we have heard from the

Philippines and they are receiving it

well and appreciate it), and countries of

Latin America by satellite transmission.

The proceedings of this conference

have been carried over direct oceanic

cables to hundreds of members and

friends assembled in chapels through-

out Great Britain, Germany, France,

Switzerland, Holland, Belgium and
Austria.

We shall conclude this Fourth

Session of the conference with the

Tabernacle Choir singing a song written

for the dedication of the Salt Lake

Temple entitled, "Hosannah Anthem,"

under the direction of Jerold Ottley,


