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rhymes recited, others for her music

played, songs sung, favors bestowed, or

stories told; but I remember best that

day we together traveled our Jericho

Road and, like the good Samaritan,

found a cherished opportunity to help.

A plea to help others

My brothers and sisters, today

there are hearts to gladden, there are

deeds to be done—even precious souls

to save. The sick, the weary, the hungry,

the cold, the injured, the lonely, the

aged, the wanderer—all cry out for our

help.

The road signs of life enticingly

invite every traveler: This way to fame;

this way to affluence; this way to popu-

larity; this way to luxury. Pause at the

crossroads before you continue your

journey. Listen for that still, small voice

which ever so gently beckons, "Come,
follow me. This way to Jericho."

May each of us follow Him along

that Jericho Road, I pray in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Thomas S. Monson of the

Council of the Twelve has just spoken
to us.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder Mark E. Petersen of the

Council of the Twelve.

Elder Mark E. Petersen

Elder Monson and I have traveled

a good many miles together, over a

good many years. Elder Monson and 1

and Louis Jacobsen likewise traveled

together for a long time over the years

of our lives. And I hope, with Brother

Monson's permission, I may now travel

with him a little farther on the road to

Jericho.

"What think ye of Christ?"

Anciently Jesus asked the Pharisees

this question; "What think ye of

Christ?" (Matt. 22 -.42.)

Those Pharisees were so misdi-

rected in their thinking that "no man
was able to answer him a word." (Matt.

22:46.) But had they known it, the ques-

tion was vital to their own best interests,

just as it is to our well-being today.

What think ye of Christ? To bring

it down to our own day, let us ask

ourselves. What do we, personally,

think of him?
Latter-day Saints are able to

identify him very quickly. Christ is

Jesus of Nazareth, who was born of
Mary in Bethlehem. He also is our
Redeemer and our Creator, the divine

Son of God.
But knowing who he is, what shall

we do about him? Shall we fully accept

him, or brush him aside, or take some
middle-of-the-road attitude and com-
promise our beliefs according to exist-

ing pressures?

Weightier matters

The misdirected Pharisees with
whom he spoke took pride in rites and
rituals, but were nevertheless
condemned by the Lord because they

neglected the weightier matters of the

law: fair judgment, mercy, and the

exercise of true faith which produces
righteous works.

When the Savior spoke of those

weightier matters he referred to per-

sonal relationships between people,

such as Brother Monson has been talk-

ing about. It is significant that he made
those relationships a vital part of his
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gospel. It is indeed remarkable that the

nature of our dealings with our
fellowmen will determine, in large

measure, our status in the kingdom of

heaven.

In other words, we ourselves may
be like the ancient Pharisees. We may
attend to rites and rituals and yet over-

look the weightier matters such as

brotherly kindness, honesty, mercy,
virtue, and integrity. Let us never forget

that if we omit them from our lives we
may be found unworthy to come into

His presence.

Love of God, others

Think for a moment of the second

great commandment to love our
neighbors as ourselves. (Matt. 22:38,

39.) How many observe it? Keep in

mind that the Lord said it is of like im-

portance to the first great command-
ment, which is to love God with all our

heart and soul.

Consider, too, his commandment
to do unto others as we would be done

by. How many live that law? How many
go down that road to Jericho?

Read again the parable of the

Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37), espe-

cially in light of the last part of the

twenty- fifth chapter of Matthew. Do not

these scriptures teach that if we fail to

do right by our fellowmen we seriously

jeopardize our own salvation? Note the

Lord's words:

"I was an hungred, and ye gave me
no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me
no drink:

"I was a stranger, and ye took me
not in: . . . sick, and in prison, and ye

visited me not. . .

.

"Verily I say unto you. Inasmuch
as ye did it not to one of the least of

these, ye did it not to me." (Matt. 25:42-

43,45.)

Those to whom he spoke, who
were thus neglectful, were not counted

with the sheep of his fold. They were
not on his favored right hand, but on his

left where there is weeping and gnash-

ing of teeth. "And these," the scripture

says, "shall go away into everlasting

punishment." (Matt. 25:46.)

The First Epistle of John tells us

that if we do not have good rela-

tionships with our neighbors, whom we
have seen, we cannot rightfully claim to

love God, whom we have not seen. (1

John 4: 20.)

Do we take time occasionally to

read the Sermon on the Mount? It

refers largely to our relationships with

one another. Let me mention just a few

of its principles. I quote from this

sermon as it appears in the Book of

Mormon:

Forgive to be forgiven

"If ye shall come unto me, or shall

desire to come unto me, and re-

memberest that thy brother hath aught
against thee

—

"Go thy way unto thy brother, and
first be reconciled to thy brother, and
then come unto me with full purpose of
heart, and I will receive you." (3 Ne.
12:23-24.)

Can we suppose for one moment
that the Lord would welcome us on any

other basis?

And then we have this: "If ye for-

give men their trespasses your heavenly

Father will also forgive you;

"But if ye forgive not men their

trespasses neither will your Father for-

give your trespasses." (3 Ne. 13: 14-15.)

Note what a great principle is in-

volved here, and how it can aifect each

one of us. "If ye forgive not men their

trespasses neither will your Father for-

give your trespasses." Let us pause a

moment and ask ourselves if we can

enter his kingdom with unforgiven sins.

Do not judge others

And then he said: "Judge not, that

ye be not judged.

"For with what judgment ye judge,

ye shall be judged; and with what
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measure ye mete, it shall be measured

to you again." (3 Ne. 14:1-2.)

In the first section of the Doctrine

and Covenants we read that "the Lord

shall come to recompense unto every

man according to his work, and
measure to every man according to the

measure which he has measured to his

fellow man." (D&C 1:10.)

This teaching deserves the most

careful consideration, for on judgment
day the Lord will mete out to us

precisely as we have dealt with our

fellowmen, unless we have fully

repented. It is a staggering thought, and
yet it is an integral factor in the Lord's

method of judgment. Do we realize its

broad significance? Do we see how we
shall reap what we sow?

This principle, showing the manner
by which God will judge us, puts a new
Ught upon the commandment to love

our neighbors as ourselves, and should

persuade us to take that law seriously.

It also helps us to understand the

deep meaning of the Golden Rule: "All

things whatsoever ye would that men
should do to you, do ye even so to

them." This is a commandment, and to

further emphasize it the Lord said:

"This is the law and the prophets." (3

Ne. 14:12.)

Take commandments seriously

It is not something we may lightly

set aside. Does it not help us to better

understand the twenty- fifth chapter of

Matthew? Can we see then his purpose

in disciplining people for being unkind
to their fellowmen?

What makes it even more compel-
ling is another statement which the

Lord gave us in the Sermon on the

Mount, and this to me is awesome. Said

the Lord, "Verily I say unto you, that

except ye shall keep my command-
ments, which I have commanded you at

this time, ye shall in no case enter into

the kingdom of heaven." (3 Ne. 12:20;

italics added.)

Frightening, isn't it?

With this scripture we should keep

in mind another divine declaration:

"And no unclean thing can enter into

his kingdom; therefore nothing entereth

into his rest save it be those who have

washed their garments in my blood, be-

cause of their faith, and the repentance

of all their sins, and their faithfulness

unto the end. . .

.

"And he that endureth not unto the

end, the same is he that is also hewn
down and cast into the fire, from

whence they can no more return, be-

cause of the justice of the Father."

(3 Ne. 27:19, 17.)

Doesn't that startle you? Doesn't it

convince you that we must take his

commandments seriously?

When we ask, "What think ye of

Christ," should we not ask ourselves

also if we truly accept the high stan-

dards of life he has established for ad-

mittance into his kingdom? Compliance
with them is what puts oil in our lamps,

if we may refer to the Lord's parable.

If we hope to enter his kingdom,

we cannot regard these basic command-
ments as if they were optional. He has

said, "This is the way, walk ye in it."

(Isa. 30:21.)

If we are unkind, unclean,
dishonest, or cruel; if we are hypo-

critical and appear pious when in fact

our hearts are evil, we throw our hope

of salvation to the four winds, unless we
truly repent.

As he spoke to the Nephites, the

Savior asked: "What manner of men
ought ye to be?" And he quickly re-

plied, "Even as I am." (3 Ne. 27:27.)

We all remember these familiar

words: "Not every one that saith unto

me. Lord, Lord, shall enter into the

kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth

the will of my Father who is in heaven."

(3 Ne. 14:21.) This, too, should give us

pause, for mere protestations of faith

will not admit us into the kingdom,

even though we may say, "Have we not

prophesied in thy name, and in thy

name have cast out devils, and in thy

name done many wonderful works?" (3

Ne. 14:22.)
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If we have not obeyed the

weightier matters of the law, dealing

justly with our fellowmen, he will surely

say to us: "I never knew you; depart

from me, ye that work iniquity." (3 Ne.

14:23.)

Charity

This helps us to better understand

the words of Paul as he said: "Though I

speak with the tongues of men and of

angels, and have not charity, 1 am be-

come as sounding brass, or a tinkling

cymbal.

"And though I have the gift of

prophecy, and understand all mysteries,

and all knowledge; and though 1 have

all faith, so that I could remove moun-
tains, and have not charity, I am noth-

ing.

"And though I bestow all my goods

to feed the poor, and though I give my
body to be burned, and have not

charity, it profileth me nothing." (1 Cor.

13:1-3.)

And what is charity in its true

sense? It is the pure love of Christ which
helps us to love both God and our
fellowmen.

In the book of Alma we read a

further explanation: "If ye do not re-

member to be charitable, ye are as

dross, which the refiners do cast out, (it

being of no worth) and is trodden under

foot ofmen."(Al. 34:29.)

The Lord teaches us that we cannot

serve two masters, God and Mammon,
at the same time (3 Ne. 13:24), but

many still try to do so!

Cannot serve two masters

Why is the Lord so strict in requir-

ing detailed obedience from us? It is be-

cause he expects us to become perfect as

he is. The very object of our existence as

children of God is to become like Him.
But no unclean thing may enter his

presence. Therefore we must perfect

ourselves, beginning here in mortality.

keeping in mind that we cannot achieve

perfection through imperfect means.

That is why God is so strict. That is

why he cannot look upon sin with the

least degree of allowance.

One of our great failings is that

often we are slothful in complying with

the commandments. With respect to this

he said: "It is not meet that I should

command in all things; for he that is

compelled in all things, the same is

slothful and not a wise servant;

wherefore he receiveth no reward. . .

.

"But he that doeth not anything

until he is commanded, and receiveth a

commandment with doubtful heart, and
keepeth it with slothfulness, the same is

damned." (D&C 58:26, 29.)

Seek first tlie l^ingdom of God

The Prophet Abinadi gave us

further understanding of this vital prin-

ciple in these words: "The Lord
redeemeth none such that rebel against

him and die in their sins; yea, even all

those that have perished in their sins

ever since the world began, that have

wilfully rebelled against God, that have
known the commandments of God, and
would not keep them; these are they

that have no part in the first resurrec-

tion. . .

.

"For salvation cometh to none
such; for the Lord hath redeemed none
such; yea, neither can the Lord redeem
such." (Mosiah 15:26-27.)

But nevertheless the Lord invites

all to come unto him on conditions of

repentance, and says: "Come unto me,
all ye that labour and are heavy laden,

and 1 will give you rest.

"Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in

heart: and ye shall find rest unto your

souls.

"For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light." (Matt. 11:28-30.)

So what are we to do? We are to

"seek . . . first the kingdom of God and
his righteousness." (3 Ne. 13:33.) We
are to give our religion first priority in
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our lives, and then serve God with all

our hearts and do urito others as we
would be done by as we travel down the

road to Jericho. And that we may do so

is my humble and earnest prayer in the

sacred name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

He to whom you have just listened

is Elder Mark E. Petersen of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles.

Before calling upon the concluding

speaker, we should like to express, on
behalf of all who have listed to the sing-

ing during sessions of this General
Conference, appreciation and our
sincere gratitude to the members of the

Tabernacle Choir and the Mormon
Youth Chorus for giving so generously

of their time to bring us the beautiful

and inspiring music heard at this

conference. We are thankful to their

conductors and organists.

We thank all who have contributed

in various ways to the success and in-

spiration of this conference, especially

the General Authorities who have given

such appropriate and inspiring
messages.

We appreciate the attention given

by local and national press representa-

tives, and by representatives of radio

and television in reporting the sessions

of this conference.

We thank our city and state

officials for the cooperation given this

Conference; the city traffic officers for

courteously and efficiently handling the

increased traffic; the fire department

and the Relief Society and Church
Health Unit Nurses, who have been on

hand to render service throughout the

conference.

We are grateful to the Tabernacle

Ushers for seating the great audiences

of these conference sessions in such a

courteous manner.

We again express appreciation to

the owners and managers of the many
radio and television stations who have

given public service time to carry

sessions of this conference in the United

States, Mexico, Central America, and
Canada; by satellite to Australia, the

Philippines, and South America; and by
shortwave to Europe, Africa, and Latin

America.

We thank the interpreters who
have provided translation for the

sessions of the conference.

Now we will have the privilege and

pleasure of listening to our beloved

Prophet, President Spencer W. Kimball,

who will be our concluding speaker,

after which the Tabernacle Choir, di-

rected by Brother Jerold Ottley will

sing, "Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me."
The benediction will then be

offered by Elder George P. Lee, a

member of the First Quorum of the

Seventy and President of the Arizona

Holbrook Mission, following which this

conference will stand adjourned for six

months.

President Spencer W. Kimball

A conference of inspiration and
revelation

We have come to the close of these

glorious days of great spiritual uplift,

during which we have listened to words

presiding brethren. We have been
blessed by hearing praises to the Lord

sung by this great Tabernacle Choir.

We have all felt the outpouring of

the Spirit of the Lord as we have assem-

bled in his name to worship and be

of inspiration and revelation from our instructed by the. power of the Holy


