
PRESIDENT EZRA TAFT BENSON 43

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Adney Y. Komatsu, a

member of the First Quorum of the

Seventy and Supervisor of the Japan-

Korea Area, has just addressed us.

We shall now be privileged to hear

from President Ezra Taft Benson of the

Council of the Twelve who will be our

concluding speaker.

President Ezra Taft Benson

With the singing "Shall the Youth
of Zion Falter?" still ringing in our ears,

and with these lovely young women as a

background, I pray for the inspiration

of heaven as I direct my brief remarks
to the youth of the Church—the "rising

generation," as the Book of Mormon
calls them.

God loves youth

1 want to talk to you, the young
people of the Church, frankly and
honestly. I presume you know that we
love you. As leaders of the Church,

there isn't anything in this world we
wouldn't do that's right for you. We
have great confidence in you. You are

not just ordinary young men and young
women. You are choice spirits, many of

you having been held back in reserve

for almost 6,000 years to come forth in

this day, at this time, when the tempta-

tions, responsibilities, and opportunities

are the very greatest.

God loves you as He loves each
and every one of His children, and His

desire and purpose and glory is to have

you return to Him pure and undeflled,

having proven yourselves worthy of an

eternity ofjoy in His presence.

Your Father in heaven is mindful

of you. He has given you command-
ments to guide you, to discipline you.

He has also given you your agency

—

freedom of choice
—

"to see if [you] will

do all things whatsoever [He] shall com-
mand." (Abr. 3:25.) His kingdom here

on earth is well organized, and your

leaders are dedicated to helping you.

May you know that you have our

constant love, our concern, and prayers.

Avoid Satan's temptations

Satan is also mindful of you. He is

committed to your destruction. He does

not discipline you with commandments,
but offers instead a freedom to "do your

own thing"—the freedom to smoke, to

drink, to misuse drugs or rebel against

the counsel and commandments of God
and His servants. Satan knows that you

are young, at the peak of physical vigor,

excited by the world, and consumed by

new emotions.

Satan knows that youth is the

springtime of life when all things are

new and young people are most vul-

nerable. Youth is the spirit of adventure

and awakening. It is a time of physical

emerging when the body attains the

vigor and good health that may ignore

the caution of temperance. Youth is a

period of timelessness when the ho-

rizons of age seem too distant to be

noticed. Thus, the now generation

forgets that the present will soon be the

past, which one will look back upon
either with sorrow and regret or joy and

cherished experiences. Satan's program

is "play now and pay later." He seeks

for all to be miserable like unto himself.

The Lord's program is happiness now
and joy forever through gospel living.

As one of His servants—out of the love
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of my heart for the youth of Zion—

I

offer this counsel for your happiness
now;

Be morally clean

First, I counsel you to live a

morally clean life. The Prophet Alma
declared—and truer words were never

spoken—"Wickedness never was happi-

ness." (Al. 41: 10.)

You cannot do wrong and feel

right. It is impossible! Years of happi-

ness can be lost in the foolish gratifica-

tion of a momentary desire for pleasure.

Satan would have you believe that hap-

piness comes only as you surrender to

his enticements, but one only needs to

look at the shattered lives of those who
violate God's laws to know why Satan is

called the Father of Lies.

Consider this letter from one lovely

young woman:
"I'm writing this," she said, "from

the depths of a broken heart, in the

hope that it may be a warning to other

girls never to partake of the bitterness

that has come to me. I would give all

that I have or ever hope to have if 1

could go back to those happy, carefree

days before the first little taint of sin

came upon my heart. I scarcely realized

I was slipping into something that could

bring such sorrow and ruin into a

person's life.

"I wish I could reveal to you the

anguish and regret that fill my heart to-

day, the loss of self-respect and the

realization that life's most priceless gift

has slipped away from me. I reached

out too eagerly for the excitements and
thrills of life, and they have turned to

ashes in my hands."

This young woman, unfortunately,

discovered that the heaviest burden one
may have to bear in this life is "the

burden of sin." (Harold B. Lee, "Stand
Ye in Holy Places," Ensign, July 1973,

p. 122.)

You can avoid that burden and all

of the attending heartaches if you will

but heed the standards laid down for

you through the teaching of the Lord's

servants. One of the standards on which

your happiness is based, now and in

your future, is moral purity.

The world would tell you that this

standard is old-fashioned and out of

date. The world would have you accept

a so-called new morality, which is noth-

ing more than immorality. Our living

prophet has reaffirmed that the eternal

standard of chastity has not changed.

Here are his words:

"The world may have its norm ; the

Church has a different one. . . . The
world may countenance premarital sex

experiences, but the Lord and His

church condemn in no uncertain terms

any and every sex relationship outside

of marriage, and even indecent and un-

controlled ones within marriage. And
so, though many self-styled authorities

justify these practices as a normal

release, the Church condemns them. . .

.

Such unholy practices were condemned
by ancient prophets and are today

condemned by the Church." (Spencer

W. Kimball, Faith Precedes the Miracle,

Deseret Book Co., 1972, p. 175.)

This standard means keeping
yourselves clean in body and mind. The
Church has no double standard of mo-
rality. The moral code of heaven for

both men and women is complete

chastity before marriage and full fidelity

after marriage.

For you young men and women
not yet married, this uniform standard

for men and women has been clearly

defined by President Kimball:

"Among the most common sexual

sins our young people commit are neck-

ing and petting. Not only do these

improper relations often lead to forni-

cation, pregnancy, and abortions—all

ugly sins—but in and of themselves they

are pernicious evils, and it is often

difficult for youth to distinguish where

one ends and another begins. They
awaken lust and stir evil thoughts and

sex desires. They are but parts of the

whole family of related sins and indis-

cretions." (Spencer W. Kimball, The
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Miracle of Forgiveness, Bookcraft, 1969,

p. 65.)

In the church and kingdom of God,
chastity will never be out of date,

regardless of what the world may do or

say. So we say to you, young men and
women—maintain your self-respect. Do
not engage in intimacies that bring

heartache and sorrow. You cannot build

happy lives on immorality. "The first

condition of happiness," said President

David O. McKay, "is a clear

conscience." (Gospel Ideals, Salt Lake
City: The Jmprovement Era, 1953, p.

498.)

Stay close to parents

Second, 1 counsel you to stay close

to your parents. There are some things

which come only with mature
adulthood, and one of these is wisdom.
Young people, you need the wisdom of

age, just as some of us older ones need
your enthusiasm for life.

A young man, a few months out of

college, got a job with an insurance

company. He was full of enthusiasm

and vigor—determined to sell insurance

to all he met, including the farmers. He
walked into a farmyard one lovely

autumn morning and noticed an old

farmer across the yard, somewhat
stooped and bent, looking out over his

field of grain. The salesman briskly

walked over to the farmer and said,

"Look up, my good man, there's much
to live for."

The elderly farmer straightened up
the best he could and replied, "Young
man, you see that beautiful field of

wheat?" The salesman acknowledged
that indeed it was beautiful. "Do you
notice that some of the heads are bent

over?"

"Yes," said the youth, "that's right,

they are."

The old farmer said, "Those are

the ones with the grain in them."

Your parents may become
somewhat stooped and bent caring for

you and your brothers and sisters. But

just remember, those are the ones with

the grain in them. Yes, young people,

your parents, with their maturity of

years and experience you have not had,

can provide wisdom, knowledge, and

blessings to help you over life's pitfalls.

You may find, as one young man did,

that life's sweetest experiences come
when you go to Mom and Dad for help.

Some time ago, a young man came
to my office requesting a blessing. He
was about eighteen years of age and
had some problems. There were no

serious moral problems, but he was

mixed up in his thinking and worried.

He requested a blessing.

I said to him, "Have you ever

asked your father to give you a bless-

ing? Your father is a member of the

Church, 1 assume?"

He said, "Yes, he is an elder, a

rather inactive elder."

When I asked, "Do you love your

father?" he replied, "Yes, Brother

Benson, he is a good man. I love him."

He then said, "He doesn't attend to his

priesthood duties as he should. He
doesn't go to church regularly, I don't

know that he is a tithe payer, but he is a

good man, a good provider, a kind

man."

I said, "How would you like to talk

to him at an opportune time and ask

him if he would be willing to give you a

father's blessing?"

"Oh," he said, "I think that would

frighten him."

1 then said, "Are you willing to try

it? I will be praying for you."

He said, "All right; on that basis, I

will."

A few days later he came back. He
said, "Brother Benson, that's the

sweetest thing that has happened in our

family." He could hardly control his

feelings as he told me what had hap-

pened. He said, "When the opportunity

was right, I mentioned it to Father, and
he replied, 'Son, do you really want me
to give you a blessing?' 1 told him, 'Yes,

Dad, I would like you to.' " Then he

said, "Brother Benson, he gave me one
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of the most beautiful blessings you
could ever ask for. Mother sat there cry-

ing all during the blessing. When he got

through there was a bond of apprecia-

tion and gratitude and love between us

that we have never had in our home."

Dra,w close to Dad and Mom.
When family prayer and home evening

are suggested, don't pull away. Join in

and make it real. Do your part to

develop real family unity and family

solidarity. In such homes there is no
generation gap. This is another tool of
the adversary—to drive children and
parents apart. Yes, keep close to Dad
and Mom.

Prayer

Third, 1 counsel you, in the words
of Jesus Christ, to "watch and pray al-

ways lest ye enter into temptation; for

Satan desireth to have you, that he may
sift you as wheat." (3 Ne. 18:18.)

If you will earnestly seek guidance

from your Heavenly Father, morning

and evening, you will be given the

strength to shun any temptation.

President Heber J. Grant gave this

timeless promise to the youth of the

Church:

"I have little or no fear for the boy
or the girl, the young man or the young
woman, who honestly and conscientious-

ly supplicate God twice a day for the

guidance of His Spirit. I am sure that

when temptation comes they will have

the strength to overcome it by the in-

spiration that shall be given to them.

Supplicating the Lord for the guidance

of His Spirit places around us a safe-

guard, and if we earnestly and honestly

seek the guidance of the Spirit of the

Lord, I can assure you that we will re-

ceive it." {Gospel Standards, Salt Lake
City: The Improvement Era, 1969, p.

26; italics added.)

When you pray—when you talk to

your Heavenly Father—do you really

talk out your problems with Him? Do
you let Him know your feelings, your
doubts, your insecurities, your joys.

your deepest desires—or is prayer

merely an habitual expression with the

same words and phrases? Do you
ponder what you really mean to say?

Do you take time to listen to the

promptings of the Spirit? Answers to

prayer come most often by a still voice

and are discerned by our deepest, inner-

most feelings. I tell you that you can

know the will of God concerning

yourselves if you will take the time to

pray and to listen.

Be a light unto the world

Yes, beloved youth, you will have

your trials and temptations through

which you must pass, but there are great

moments of eternity which lie ahead.

You have our love and our confidence.

We pray that you will be prepared for

the reins of leadership. We say to you,

"Arise and shine forth" (D&C 115:5),

and be a light unto the world, a stan-

dard to others. You can live in the

world and not partake of the sins of the

world. You can live life joyously, beau-

tifully, unmarred by the ugliness of sin.

This is our confidence in you.

Be glad. O Youth, your day is at the

dawning.

Foryou the hours stretch long before the

night;

What matter clouds be dark on the

horizon?

Beyond them glow the rays ofendless

light.

Today the shadows may obscure your
pathway.

Strange roads may beckon you on every

side;

The bitterness ofstorm may bring a

struggle.

To make you brave whatever may betide.

Ifdeep within your heart you keep the

vision—
The dream that nothing can erase or mar.

Thepromise ofafairer day tomorrow.

Will befor you a compass and a star.
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Look to this day, arise in allyour
splendor.

And bear the standards ofa world-to-be.

When hate and war, distress and
desolation.

Give place to justice, love and liberty.

(Maude Osmond Cook, "Young Men Shall

See Visions," You Left Us with a Smile, Salt

Lake City: Melvin A. Cook Foundation,

1972, p. 59.)

I pray that you—the young and ris-

ing generation—will keep your bodies

and minds clean, free from the contami-

nations of the world, that you will be fit

and pure vessels to bear off the

kingdom of God triumphant in

preparation for the second coming of

our Savior. In the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

President Ezra Taft Benson of the

Council of the Twelve has been our

concluding speaker.

We remind the brethren of the

General Priesthood meeting which will

convene here in the Tabernacle this

evening at 7 p.m.

The Sunday Morning Session will

be broadcast by many radio and televi-

sion stations in the western United

States and Canada, and by way of

oceanic cable to members assembled in

104 chapels in England, France,
Germany, Switzerland, Holland,
Belgium, and Austria.

KSL Radio in Salt Lake City and

KIRO Radio at Seattle will re broadcast

today's sessions over extensive

distances, beginning at midnight follow-

ing each conference day's proceedings.

The nationwide CBS Radio
Tabernacle Choir Broadcast tomorrow

morning will be from 9:30 to 10:00 a.m.

Those desiring to attend this broadcast

must be in their seats no later than 9: 15

A.M.

The singing for this session has

been furnished by the Young Women's
Choir from the Brigham City, Cache,

Logan, Smithfield, and Tremonton
Regions. We are thankful for the

presence of you young women and for

the beautiful spirit your music has

added to this meeting.

The Choir will now sing in closing,

"As The Dew From Heaven Distilling."

Following the singing, the benedic-

tion will be offered by Elder William H.

Bennett of the First Quorum of the

Seventy.

The Young Women's Choir sang,

"As the Dew from Heaven Distilling."

The benediction was pronounced
by Elder William H. Bennett of the

First Quorum of the Seventy.

GENERAL PRIESTHOOD MEETING

THIRD SESSION

The General Priesthood Meeting

convened in the Tabernacle at 7 o'clock

p.M on Saturday, October 1, 1977, with

President Spencer W. Kimball presid-

ing and conducting.

A Combined Men's Choir from the

Tabernacle Choir and Mormon Youth
Chorus provided the music for this

session. Brothers Jerold Ottley and
Robert C. Bowden conducted and John
Longhurst was at the organ.

President Kimball made the
following opening remarks:


