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GENERAL CONFERENCE

God, our Eternal Father, to lead, guide,

and direct your families in righteous-

ness. You stand at the head of the only

organization I know of that can be

eternal. Should not that charge and

responsibility receive top priority in

your life?

God bless you to understand your

duties and responsibilities to be
righteous husbands and fathers, I

humbly pray in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President Marion G. Romney

Elder L. Tom Perry of the Council

of the Twelve has just spoken to us.

We shall now hear from Elder

William R. Bradford of the First

Quorum of the Seventy, who is the

Supervisor of the Mexico-Central

America Area.

He will be followed by Elder

Charles A. Didier of the First Quorum
of the Seventy.

Elder William R. Bradford

On this occasion I speak with a

profound desire that what I say will in

some way help us to gain peace in this

world and eternal life in the world to

come.

All men are brothers in the spirit.

The Tower of Babel had no effect on

the language of the Spirit. Therefore, if

I speak by the Spirit and you listen by

the Spirit, the weakness of my spoken

world will be transcended, and we will

understand together.

Law of gravity

I'm not a scientist, but this I have

learned since those first totterings and

falls as a babe that the law of gravity

exists. I have never seen gravity, only its

effects. Even so, it is obvious to me that

it is in all things, that it is above all

things, below all things, round about all

things, and that all physical things are

held in their positions and controlled in

their spheres by this law.

The law of gravity has its limits and
conditions. All of the inventions and
movements of man take into account

these conditions. If a man falls from a

high place, he must descend; it matters

not his motives. He may have jumped

or It might have been an accident; it

matters not. For the law of gravity can-

not be frustrated, and so he must fall

and suffer the destructive consequences.

Men who jump from airplanes

have discovered a saving device. It is

called the parachute. With proper study

and application of this device, man,

falling through space, can be saved.

If a man jumps from an airplane

without a parachute, he must fall to his

destruction. It matters not that he knows
the saving power of the parachute. If he

does not have one on and open it as he

falls, he will not be saved, for the law of

gravity cannot be defied. By this we can

clearly see that not only is the

knowledge of a saving law necessary for

salvation but also the application of it in

our lives.

Consider what would happen if the

law of gravity were suspended from

over the face of the earth for twenty

seconds. An awesome thought isn't it,

considering that it would cause the total

disorganization of all things that exist

hereon?
No, I am not a scientist, but I

know, like you, that gravity is in all

things, above all things, and that it sur-

rounds all things. I have never seen it,

but I have seen and felt its effects.
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Law of the Gospel

There is another law ofwhich I will

speak. It is a greater and more encom-

passing law than gravity. In fact, the law

of gravity is only one among a totality

of laws encompassed within it. It is the

law of the gospel of Jesus Christ. I have

never seen this law, but, like gravity, I

have seen its effects and felt its powerful

influence in my life.

This is the law of the Son of God,

even Jesus Christ, "The light and the

Redeemer of the World; the Spirit of

truth, who came into the world, because

the world was made by him, and in him
was the life of men and the light of

men.

"The worlds were made by him;

men were made by him; all things were

made by him, and through him, and of

him." (D&C 93:9-10; italics added.)

He would have us know that "that

which is governed by law is also

preserved by law and perfected and
sanctified by the same." (D&C 88:34.)

But he adds this stern caution, that

"that which breaketh a law, and abideth

not by law, but seeketh to become a law

unto itself, and willeth to abide in sin,

and altogether abideth in sin, cannot be

sanctified by law, neither by mercy, jus-

tice, nor judgment. Therefore, they

must remain filthy still." (D&C 88:35.)

"He comprehendeth all things, and

all things are before him, and all things

are round about him; and he is above

all things, and in all things, and is

through all things, and is round about

all things; and all things are by him,

and of him, even God, forever and
ever." (D&C 88:41.)

Suppose the law of the gospel of

Jesus Christ was suspended from over

the face of the earth for twenty seconds.

An awesome thought isn't it, consider-

ing that all other laws—even the law of

gravity—are encompassed within this

all-inclusive law and that it would cause

the instantaneous disorganization of all

that exists hereon.

But the law of the gospel of Jesus

Christ will not be suspended from over

the face of the earth, because "the

works, and the designs, and the pur-

poses of God cannot be frustrated,

neither can they come to naught."

(D&C 3:1.) And so that which is

governed by law will continue to be

preserved by law, and that which will

not obey the conditions of law will not

be justified in salvation.

Jesus Christ "hath given a law unto

all things, by which they move in their

times and their seasons." (D&C 88:42.)

And, "Unto every kingdom is given a

law; and unto every law there are

certain bounds also and conditions."

(D&C 88:38.)

"All beings who abide not in those

conditions are not justified." (D&C
88:39.)

All must repent, be baptized

The law of the gospel of Jesus

Christ has decreed that every man must
The law of the gospel ol Jesus

Christ has decreed that every man must
repent and be baptized by immersion,

after the pattern of the Lawgiver, or he

cannot be saved.

Is a man, therefore, justified if he

holds himself outside the conditions of
this law?

Parents teach children obedience

Parents are required by the law of

the gospel to teach their children to

understand the doctrine of repentance;

to have faith in Christ, the Son of the

living God; and pray and walk up-

rightly before the Lord; and to go into

the waters of baptism at the age of ac-

countability.

Wherein, then, is the justification

for the parents who abandon this sacred

law and, as though it were the accepted

thing to do, abdicate their would-be

thrones, whereon, had they been faith-

ful and obedient, they might have

reigned as gods, with their own children

as the princes and princesses of their

kingdom?
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Heed eiders' message

As a binding clause to the law, the

Lord has commanded, "Send forth the

elders of my church unto the nations

which are afar off; unto the islands of

the sea; send forth unto foreign lands;

call upon all nations, first upon the

Gentiles, and then upon the Jews."

(D&C 133:8.)

Will it, therefore, be justified for

any who are these designated elders to

put self before the law and shirk the

clarion call from the prophet, who is the

mouthpiece of God, who would send

them out empowered to teach a falling

world the saving laws of the gospel of

Jesus Christ? And what of those called

to prepare them for their hour of depar-

ture if they are not faithful in their

charge?

Saddest of all, perhaps, are those

who will not study the law of the gospel

contained in the holy scriptures. They
are like the optimist who, having fallen

from a high building, said as he passed

each window, "So far everything's all

right" or like the man sliding down the

roof saying "Help, Lord, I'm falling!

Help, Lord, I'm falling! never mind.

Lord, I'm caught, caught on a nail."

We could talk about the law of

sacrifice and service to one another,

moral cleanliness, tithes and offerings,

honesty. Indeed, we could review all the

many laws that together comprise the

law of the gospel. But perhaps enough
has been pointed out to draw focus on
their exactness, the protection and sal-

vation they provide us if we obey, and
the serious consequences for noncom-
pliance.

Effect of laws

Now, my beloved brothers and
sisters, does the law of gravity exist?

Does it have eff"ect in your life? If you
jump from a high place, will your body
not fall? Can you defy gravity? Can you
step outside of its control?

Does the law of the gospel of Jesus
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Christ exist? Does it have effect in your

life? If you disobey its limits and condi-

tions, will your spirit not fall? Can you
defy the law of the gospel of Jesus

Christ? Can you step outside its control?

Oh that man could really see

The glories ofeternity.

And marvel at the things he saw

Encompassed by eternal law.

That he could somehow comprehend

God's workfrom its beginning to its end.

That he is in and over all

And those who heed him not must fall.

For his designs and law profound

Is truth and one eternal round.

And although men may set at naught

The holy laws which he has taught,

And step outside their sacred bounds

Tofollow after Satan's sounds;

They must retrace the path they trod

Or n 'er again return to God.

"Come unto Christ"

The great overriding theme con-

tained in the Book of Mormon, which

holds the law of the gospel, is sum-

marized by the ancient prophet Moroni,

who delivered it to us in this dispensa-

tion. It is: "come unto Christ, and lay

hold upon every good gift, and touch

not the evil gift, nor the unclean

thing. . .

.

"That thou mayest no more be con-

founded, that the covenants of the

Eternal Father which he hath made
unto thee . . . may be fulfilled.

"Yea, come unto Christ, and be

perfected in him, and deny yourselves

of all ungodliness; and if ye shall deny

yourselves of all ungodliness and love

God with all your might, mind and

strength, then is his grace sufficient for

you, that by his grace ye may be perfect

in Christ; and if by the grace of God ye

are perfect in Christ, ye can in nowise

deny the power of God.
"And again, if ye by the grace of
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God are perfect in Christ, and deny not

his power, then are ye sanctified in

Christ by the grace of God, through the

shedding of the blood of Christ, which

is in the covenant of the Father unto the

remission of your sins, that ye become
holy, without spot." (Moro. 10:30-33.)

May God bless you in your
thoughts and actions, that they may
ever be in tune with this holy law, I pray

in the name of him who sitteth upon the

throne and governeth and executeth all

things, even Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Marion G. Romney

Elder William R. Bradford, a

member of the First Quorum of the

Seventy, and Supervisor of the Mexico-
Central America Area, has just ad-

dressed us.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder Charles A. Didier of the

First Quorum of the Seventy. He is the

Supervisor of the Europe West Area.

Elder Charles A. Didier

My dear brothers and sisters, I

would like to dedicate the following

words to a certain category of men and

women in the Church. We do not talk

too much about them, maybe because

they don't say too much, maybe because

there is a bridge too far. You can and
will meet some of them today, tomor-

row, and every day of your life. They
live among us. Just now we have about

50,000 parents, 100,000 grandparents,

and many thousands of brothers, sisters,

cousins, and friends who will be

concerned with them soon. In fact, we
are all concerned with this group. We
call them returned missionaries.

Letter to a returned missionary

I have a letter here with me that I

was going to mail to one of them. May I

share it with you as a tribute to

missionary work but especially as a

reminder of our responsibilities towards

our returned missionaries. Before I read

it, you should know that the personages

of this letter, as well as their characters,

are not imaginary, and that after all

their resemblance with anyone real, liv-

ing or dead—with many other returned

missionaries—could well be a coinci-

dence.

Dear Elder Brown,

You will certainly not mind if I still

call you elder, will you? This is the

name under which I started to know
you, and it will be associated that way
in my mind forever. Do you remember?
It was that hot summer afternoon. You
and your companion were pushing your

bicycles towards the hill where we lived.

We admired how you could put up with

the heat with your white shirts and your

ties. For two or three days we had
noticed how you literally flew down the

hill, and when you rang the bell of our

home, all of us, the four children,

rushed to the door to know who those

young foreigners were and what they

were doing in the neighborhood. You
came in, and when we offered you some
ice-cold tea, you refused politely by say-

ing that you were not thirsty. What a

pious excuse for missionaries, as I

learned later who you were and the pur-

pose of your visit. It took us some time

to realize what you were talking about.

First the strong American accent and
then what you showed us to start with:

pictures of Indians, pictures of ruins in

South America, and even some
handmade copper plates bound with

three rings. We felt quite like

Christopher Columbus when he dis-

covered the New World, a strange but

exciting discovery.


