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sister and brother and for their families.

1 am thankful for friends and associates

who have been patient in their under-

standing of my weaknesses, of my life-

style, and other decisions that have been

made, as hopefully I was of theirs. I am
so thankful to men like my mission

president, A. Lewis Elgren, and to

others such as President Harold B. Lee,

Elder Richard L. Evans, a great aunt

Bertha Irvine, and others who are no

longer with us. I am so thankful to

many of the Brethren who sit here,

whose constant example has served as a

motivating force in my life, and for so

many others. Most of all I am grateful

for a kind and loving Savior, who not

only teaches us well but forgives and

loves and persists.

Speaking for Anne, my wife;

Larry, Annette, Marcus, Jonathan,

Nathan, and Andrea, our children, we
stand waiting to give all we have to the

building of the kingdom, and hopefully

make a supportive contribution wher-

ever we might find ourselves.

Henry Van Dyke said a number of

years ago: "There is only one way to get

ready for immortality, and that is to

love this life and Hve it as bravely and

faithfully and cheerfully, as we can."

(In Emerson Roy West, Vital Quota-

tions, Bookcraft, 1968, p. 201.) This I

pray we may all do in the name of Jesus

Christ, our Master. Amen.

Elder F. Enzio Busche

I'm deeply touched by the spirit of

this building, by the presence of a

prophet of the Lord, by the presence of

the members of the General Au-
thorities, and by your presence. I pray

that I will find words to express my feel-

ings in this moment.

Many blessings

I've had many blessings in my
life—spiritual blessings. I had good
parents, a good education, material

blessings like a good home. I always

had enough to eat, always a bed to sleep

in, and many, many other blessings. I

had the opportunity of working in busi-

ness capacities, and in this capacity, of

seeing the world, seeing many people. I

have had many opportunities, but the

greatest blessing that has come to me
came through humble missionaries of

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints.

I want to express gratitude for all

that I have to these young men that

came to our home—not only that they

came, but that they had love enough not

to give up. I was a very hard case. I had

thought that through my education, and

through my background, and my his-

tory, and my family that I would be su-

perior. I felt pity for the missionaries. I

said, "Well, this fine young man, with

such a poor message!" They didn't give

up. They came again and again and

again. And I felt an authority radiating

through them that was stronger and
more than all the knowledge that I had

in my previous life—the authority of

the true love of Christ. I want to give

thanks to this generation of missionaries

who did not give up and to the mission

president who had concern enough not

to withdraw the missionaries from me.

It was Elder Theodore M. Burton. I will

never forget that.

Desire to serve

I will tell you what I'm deeply con-

vinced that this is in my life the most

important blessing I have ever received.

It changed my life totally. I began to

realize that a man can know nothing

important in this world unless he has
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knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ

restored by his prophet, Joseph Smith,

and follow-through by a living prophet,

Spencer W. Kimball. Without this

message I would not have a family like

1 have now. I would not have the love

for my lovely wife that I have now, and

I would not be able to be so proud of

my children.

Our oldest son is now another

young man serving as a missionary in

Manchester, England, and we are so

proud of him. And a second boy is pre-

paring to become a missionary next

year.

And now this call. It is beyond
understanding for a human being. 1

need all your prayers. I promised the

Lord when I went into the baptismal

font and later in the temple that he

could count on me. And I want to tell

President Kimball that he can count on
me. I have no other desire than to be a

servant of the Lord. In his name, amen.

Elder Yoshihiko Kikuchi

I'm grateful to President Romney
for trying to pronounce my name.
When I go to the next world I will ask

my father if I can change my name.

Thank you, President Romney.

President Kimball, and all the

Brethren of the General Authorities,

and my beloved brothers and sisters in

the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, to-

day I stand before you, humbly, to bear

my testimony of the divinity of the

gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. First of
all, I express my deep, sincere apprecia-

tion to those who have helped me and
have been so kind to me and motivated

me, built me and taught me and guided
me—wonderful help, wonderful
influence in my life. I'm grateful for my
wife, Toshiko, and for my children.

President Kimball and all the breathren

and sisters of the gospel, we need your
prayers.

Willingness to serve

Elder Gordon B. Hinckley gave me
a special blessing when I was a green,

green bean of a missionary which has

guided me in my life. My dear brothers

and sisters, I never expected to be called

to such a heavy responsibility. I'm still

asking myself and the Lord, "Why me,
Lord? Why me, O Lord?" Yet, my

brothers and sisters, still within my soul

1 hear in the bosom of my heart, "I will

go where you want me to go, dear Lord,

over mountain, or plain, or sea." (See

Hymns, no. 75.)

Yet another voice is saying, "I will

go and do the things which the Lord
hath commanded." (1 Ne. 3:7.) Another
voice saying, "O that I were an angel,

and could have the wish of my heart,

that I might go forth and speak with the

trump of God, with a voice that shakes

the earth, and cry repentance unto every

people of the nations." (See Al. 29: 1.)

Testimony

My dear brothers and sisters, I

love—I love our Heavenly Father. I

know— I know within my whole heart

that God lives. I know that there is a liv-

ing prophet of God today, even Spencer
W. Kimball. I love him. I will support

him with all my heart. The Book of

Mormon is true, the true word of God.
Brothers and sisters, I leave you my


