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gether. When we kneel at the ahar of

the holy temple, we kneel together.

When we approach the final gate where
Jesus Himself is the gatekeeper, we will,

if faithful, pass through that gate

together.

The prophet who sits with us today

could tell us of such togetherness, when
at the time of his overwhelming apos-

tolic calling he was consoled by his

Camilla, who met his anguished, sob-

bing sense of inadequacy and, running

her fingers through his hair, said, "You
can do it, you can do it." He surely has

done it, but with her at his side.

Notice, brethren, how all the

prophets treat their wives and honor
women, and let us do likewise!

Finally, remember: When we re-

turn to our real home, it will be with the

"mutual approbation" of those who
reign in the "royal courts on high."

There we will find beauty such as mor-

tal "eye hath not seen"; we will hear

sounds of surpassing music which mor-

tal "ear hath not heard." Could such a

regal homecoming be possible without

the anticipatory arrangements of a

Heavenly Mother?

Meanwhile, there are no separate

paths back to that heavenly home. Just

one straight and narrow way, at the end

of which, though we arrive trailing

tears, we shall at once be "drenched in

joy." I so testify in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

Elder Neal A. Maxwell, a President

of the First Quorum of the Seventy, has

just spoken to us. Elder Bruce R. Mc-
Conkie of the Quorum of the Twelve

Apostles will now address us. He will be

followed by President N. Eldon Tanner,

First Counselor in the First Presidency.

Elder Bruce R. McConkie
Of the Council of the Twelve

The morning breaks; the shadows flee;

Lo, Zion's standard is unfurled! . . .

The dawning ofa brighter day

Majestic rises on the world.

"

{Hymns, no. 269.)

At dawning

When the sun goes down and the

dusk of day deepens into night, then

darkness reigns. During the night, dark-

ness is everywhere and the vision of all

is dimmed; none can see afar off.

Though the heavens teem with stars

—

an uncounted host of them—and
though the moon—she who rules the

night—reflects her rays of borrowed
light, yet the darkness is not pierced;

the blackness of the night continues.

Deep shadows hide the beasts of

forest and field. Wildcats stalk their

prey in silence. Packs of hunger-mad-

dened wolves strike terror in their vic-

tims as their howling calls draw nearer

and nearer. Coyotes are baying in the

distance; somewhere a lion roars; and

in that deepest shadow a jackal lurks,

awaiting his chance to steal the slain

game of another. The terrors of the

night are real.

But finally a distant dawn is her-

alded. The morning stars shine forth

more brightly than their fellows. A few
rays of light part the darkness of the

eastern sky, a sky still spotted with

clouds. Beyond the mountains, not

many leagues away, a new day is gestat-

ing in the womb of nature. As the earth

turns slowly on its decreed course, the

dawn brightens; the light of the morn-

ing increases; darkness flees. The stars

no longer shine; the moon hides her

face; their reflected glimmerings no

longer pierce the blackness of the night.
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The sun rises. The blazing light of

heaven covers the earth.

When the dawn comes and the sun

shines, the doleful creatures of the night

begin to retire. The lions return to their

lair and the foxes to their holes; the

baying of the coyotes is no longer

heard; and the howling wolves are si-

lent. The terrors that lurked in the shad-

ows are now hidden in the rocks and in

the caves.

With the new dawn the flowers in

the field and the trees in the forest take

on new life. The oxen in their stalls and

the sheep in their cotes awake from

sleep, while the fowls of heaven sing

praises to the Lord of Sabaoth, to the

Creator of the first day. The blessings of

life and light are everywhere seen. It is a

new day—a day of joy and rejoicing

and light.

Dark ages

When the gospel sun went down al-

most two millennia ago, when the

priesthood was taken away and a dreary

dusk descended in the congregations

that once had known light, when light

and truth no longer shone forth from

heaven, and when those on earth no

longer were taught and directed by

apostles and prophets, then spiritual

darkness reigned. Darkness covered the

earth and gross darkness the minds of

the people. (See Isa. 60:2.) The dark

ages had their beginning, and the light

of heaven no longer dwelt in the hearts

of those who professed to worship Him
whose we are.

The vision of all became as the

words of a book that is sealed. (See Isa.

29:11.) The prophets and seers were si-

lenced; the holy scriptures were no

longer made available to the masses of

men; none could see the way to per-

fection; none knew the way back to the

• Eternal Presence. Earth's pilgrims,

walking in by and forbidden paths,

were lost in the blackness of the night.

True, the heaven still teemed with

stars, an uncounted host of them, for

there were many wise and good people

who reflected forth to others such light

and truth and goodness as they had.

And month after month a new moon
arose to reflect such of heaven's truths

as came by instinct and from reason.

There was a St. Augustine, a Maimon-
ides, a Joan of Arc, a Thomas More, A
Michelangelo, a Galileo, a host of oth-

ers—each for the month when their

moon shone—who reflected such bor-

rowed light as in their power lay. But

the light of heaven no longer shed its

rays on the strait and narrow path

which leads to eternal life.

Lucifer's influence

And there were deep shadows in

which the beasts of hell lurked. Lucifer

did not sleep. At Nicaea and later by
the pen of Athanasius he aided in the

writing of creeds which debased the

true gods of heaven and defined them
as an incomprehensible spirit essence

which fills the immensity of space.

By the word of Constantine he

placed the subjects of a pagan empire

into what men have since called the uni-

versal church. With the sword of Cortez

he placed a cross in the hands of pagan
people and named them Christians. By
the mouth of Tetzel he sold indulgences

so that men's sins could be forgiven for

money, as they supposed.

In Spain, in Mexico, and in Peru,

he caused the evils of the Inquisition to

flourish, and tens of thousands of
earth's inhabitants were slain to keep
down heresy, as they chose to call it.

The Huguenots and other dissenters

from the established order were mur-
dered by the scores of thousands. The
dominant religion of the day was one of

fear, ignorance, and superstition; it was
a religion, imposed by the sword, which
denied the agency of man.

It was a long, dark night. There
were jackals in the shadows, wolves in

the forests, coyotes everywhere. Lions

roared and the fangs of the serpent sank

again and again into human flesh. The
black plague swept Europe. Wars were
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everywhere. Morality and decency had

few supporters. The terrors of the night

were real and the night was long—long

and dark and black.

Reformation

But finally the heralds of a distant

dawn came forth. There was a Calvin, a

Zwingli, a Luther, a Wesley; there were
wise and good men—morning stars who
shone more brightly then their fel-

lows—who arose in every nation. There
were men of insight and courage who
were sickened by the sins and evils of

the night. These great souls hacked and
sawed at the chains with which the mas-

ses were bound. They sought to do good
and to help their fellowmen— all ac-

cording to the best light and knowledge
they had.

In Germany and France and En-

gland and Switzerland and elsewhere

groups began to break away from the

religion of centuries past. A few rays of

light were parting the darkness of the

eastern sky.

Many who sought freedom to wor-

ship God according to the dictates of
their conscience migrated to America.

And in due course, by the power of the

Father, a new nation was created, a na-

tion "conceived in liberty, and
dedicated to the proposition that all

men are created equal." (Abraham Lin-

coln, Gettysburg Address.) The United

States of America came into being.

Beyond the mountains, now not many
leagues away, a new day was gestating

in the womb of nature.

As the earth continued to turn

slowly and steadily on its decreed

course, as the dawn brightened and the

morning light increased, as the Con-
stitution of the United States guaran-

teed religious freedom, as men were

tempered in their feeUngs and began to

view each other with more equity and
fairness, as the Bible was published and
read by more people, as darkness tied

and light increased, the time for the ris-

ing of the gospel sun was at hand.

Restoration

When the set time had fully

come—when the day for the promised
restoration of all things was at hand

—

the Lord in heaven, in his infinite wis-

dom, mercy, and goodness, sent from

the courts of glory that eternal spirit

whose foreordained mission it was to

usher in the dispensation of the fulness

of times. Joseph Smith began his mortal

life. It was December 23, 1805. The sun

was then just hidden by the mountain
peaks.

Then one glorious day in the spring

of 1820—our tradition says that it was
on April 6—the sun arose to view. The
great God with the Lord Jesus at his

right hand came down from heaven;

stood personally in a grove of trees in

western New York; called young Joseph

by name; commanded him to join none
of the churches of the day, for they were

all wrong; told him that all their creeds

were an abomination in the sight of

heaven; and said that the professors of

religion were all corrupt, that they drew
near to the Lord with their lips, but

their hearts were far from him, that they

taught for commandments the doctrines

of men, having a form of godliness, but

denying the power thereof. (See Joseph

Smith 2:19.)

From that moment the stars no

longer shone; the moon hid her face.

Their reflected glimmerings were no
longer needed to pierce the blackness of

the night. The dispensation of the ful-

ness of times was about to be given

from God in heaven to man on earth.

Almost immediately angels came
from the Divine Presence to teach doc-

trine, to confer power and authority and

priesthood, and to give again the keys

of the kingdom, which are part of the

holy apostleship, so that mortal men
can bind on earth and have it sealed

eternally in the heavens.

Dawning of "a brighter day"

Within a single decade the Book of

Mormon came forth; the Church and
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kingdom of God on earth was reestab-

lished; revelation and prophecy became
the order of the day; and the gifts of the

Spirit—all those ancient signs and won-
ders and miracles—were poured out

upon the faithful. Once more there

were visions and tongues and prophe-

cies; the sick were healed, the lame
walked, the blind saw, and the dead
were raised. It was with the Latter-day

Saints as it had been with the former-

day saints.

Line upon line the ancient truths

were restored; one after another the an-

cient rites and ordinances were revealed

anew. Soon the gospel, the fulness of

the everlasting gospel—the very power

of God which saves and exalts men

—

was shining forth in all its glory, beauty,

and perfection. The gospel sun, which

had its setting in the day when darkness

covered the earth—that same gospel

sun had its rising in the new day of

restoration.

And with the gospel dawn and the

spread of truth over all the earth, the

terrors of the night are vanishing away.

Where there was fear and ignorance

and superstition, now there is love and
light and pure religion. Fear has be-

come courage; ignorance is transformed

into wisdom; superstition and tradition

are replaced by the light and truth of

heaven.

Soon the wolves of wickedness will

no longer howl and the jackals of sin no
longer snivel and snipe at the ongoing

kingdom, and the great millennial day
will be upon us.

This is thy day, O Zion! "Arise,

shine; for thy light is come, and the

glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. . . .

"His glory shall be seen upon thee.

"And the Gentiles shall come to

thy light, and kings to the brightness of
thy rising. . .

.

"Violence shall no more be heard
in thy land, wasting nor destruction

within thy borders; but thou shalt call

thy walls Salvation, and thy gates

Praise. . .

.

"The Lord shall be unto thee an
everlasting light, and thy God thy

glory." (Isa. 60:1-3, 18-19.)

"The morning breaks; the shadows flee;

Lo, Zion's standard is unfurled! . . .

The dawning ofa brighter day

Majestic rises on the world.

"

(Hymns, no. 269.)

In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Following Elder McConkie's ad-

dress, the Choir sang, "The Lord's

Prayer" without announcement.

President Spencer W. Kimball

We welcome those who have just

joined us on television or radio for this,

the First Session of the 148th Annual
Conference of the Church.

President N. Eldon Tanner, First

Counselor in the First Presidency, will

now address us.

President N. Eldon Tanner
First Counselor in the First Presidency

This morning we have enjoyed

lovely music, and have had many truths

explained to us, and as Jesus said "to

those Jews which believed on him. If ye

continue in my word, then are ye my
disciples indeed;

"And ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free." (John
8:31-32.)

We have been greatly blessed also

to have heard a message from the

Lord's prophet. President Spencer W.


