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tion, I bear witness to you in the name
of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Amen.

Following President Romney's ad-

dress, the Tabernacle Choir sang with-

out announcement "Onward Christian

Soldiers."

The Choir will continue now by

singing, "O Lord Most Holy," following

which Elder L. Tom Perry of the

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles will ad-

dress us.

Holy.^

The Choir sang "O Lord Most
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Elder L. Tom Perry
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From the book of Psalms we read:

"Trust in the Lord, and do good; so

shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily

thou shalt be fed.

"Delight thyself also in the Lord;

and he shall give thee the desires of

thine heart.

"Commit thy way unto the Lord;

trust also in him; and he shall bring it to

pass.

"And he shall bring forth thy righ-

teousness as the light, and thy judg-

ment, as the noonday."(Ps. 37:3-6.)

The scriptures have always seemed
to equate righteous living with a special

light, spirit, joy, and happiness in the

lives of those who so live.

Trust in the Lord

Many years ago when I was a retail

executive, we had a night watchman in

one of our stores whose teenage daugh-
ter had just joined our church. He
would often comment on the change
that had occurred in the life of his

daughter. Her baptism had brought a

new spirit into their home. I was at-

tempting to use this event as a base to

teach him the gospel.

One evening as I was leaving the

store, he was by the exit checking out

the late customers who had completed

their purchases after the store had
closed. I stopped for a minute to visit

with him. He immediately commenced
to tell me about his daughter. He said,

"You know, she just radiates since she

joined your church."

I proceeded to tell him that having

a trust in the Lord and conforming our

life to the gospel plan does make a

change, even in our countenance. Just at

that time I noticed two ladies approach-

ing the door with several other custom-

ers. They were neatly dressed, and their

faces reflected a special glow. As if my
eyes were directed, I immediately no-

ticed a "Duty to God" pin on one of the

lady's dresses, which many of our fine

young men present to their mothers

after achieving this special award. I
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turned to my friend and said, "Look at

those two ladies coming towards the

door. They have a different look. They,

too, are members of our church."

He was so caught up in my remark

that he rushed over to them and asked,

"Are you Mormons?" After confirming

this fact, he returned to me shaking his

head and saying, "You know, you can

tell the difference." I agree with him.

There is a difference in those "who trust

in the Lord and do good."

Joseph

History has given us evidence of

this fact from the very beginning. When
I read the scriptures, I try to make them
come alive. 1 try to make an association

with the great characters described
therein.

Let me illustrate with an example.

Beginning with the thirty-seventh chap-

ter of the book of Genesis, we read a re-

markable story about a family who had
a large number of boys. One of the

sons, Joseph, was loved by his father

more than his other brothers. To show
his love and appreciation for his son, his

father made him a coat of many colors.

"And when his brethren saw that their

father loved him more than all his

brethren, they hated him, and could not

speak peacably unto him." (Gen. 37:4.)

Joseph didn't help matters much.
He dreamed dreams and then would
tell them to his brethren, and they hated

him even more. Could you imagine how
such a dream would go over in your

family? He said to his brothers,

"Hear, I pray you, this dream
which I have dreamed:

"For, behold, we were binding
sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf

arose, and also stood upright; and, be-

hold, your sheaves stood round about,

and made obeisance to my sheaf

"And his brethren said to him,

Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or shall

thou indeed have dominion over us?

And they hated him yet the more for his

dreams, and for his words." (Gen.
37:6-8.)

To complicate the process, his fa-

ther allowed Joseph to stay home with

him and sent his brethren out into the

fields to tend the flocks. Every now and
then he would send Joseph out to check

up on his brothers. One day when they

saw him coming from afar, they felt as

if they could stand him no longer and

conspired to slay him. They conceived a

plan whereby they would kill him and
cast him into a pit, then tell their father

some evil beast had devoured Joseph.

A brother saw a caravan coming
from a distance on its way to Egypt, and

said,

"What profit is it if we slay our

brother, and conceal his blood?

"Come, and let us sell him to the

Ishmeehtes, and let not our hand be

upon him; for he is our brother and our

flesh. And his brethren were content."

(Gen. 37:26-27.)

And they took their seventeen-

year-old brother and sold him as a slave

to a caravan going into Egypt, a strange

land, where they spoke a strange tongue

and had strange customs. But the Lord
was with this remarkable young man,
and he seemed never to be discouraged.

Though a stranger, a slave, his coun-

tenance must have radiated a special

spirit. When offered for sale, he was
purchased by a captain of the king's

guard. It was only a short time before

Joseph had so distinguished himself to

the captain that he made him ruler over

his house. In authority he was the first

servant; and he was made overseer over

all the captain had, and the captain put

his complete trust, his properties, his in-

come, into the hands of Joseph.

Joseph was a "goodly person" and
achieved a position of prominence
through the help of the Lord. But
trouble began again. This handsome
young man attracted the eyes of the

wife of the captain of the guard. One
day when he was working alone in the

house, she heard him and came in and

put her hand on his coat. Joseph, being

a righteous young man, knew that this

was no place for him, and he jumped
out of his garment and fled. The wife
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was left holding Joseph's garment in her

hand. When her husband came home,

she told a terrible story about Joseph,

and the captain became so angry he had

Joseph cast into prison. Once again in

his young life he found himself in great

difficulty—this time in prison.

Joseph was not easily discouraged.

He set about becoming the best prisoner

within the prison, and he gained favor

in the sight of the keeper of the prison.

Insomuch that the scriptures record,

"And the keeper of the prison com-
mitted to Joseph's hand all the prisoners

that were in the prison; and whatsoever
they did there, he was the doer of it."

(Gen. 39:22.) You see, Joseph was given

the position of the highest prisoner, and
all the prisoners were turned over to his

charge. Again in a difficult circum-

stance, Joseph became the best—even
as a prisoner.

Cast into prison shortly after Jo-

seph were two of the king's officers, the

chief butler and the chief baker. Joseph

soon became acquainted with them.

Both of them had dreams. Because Jo-

seph was a righteous man, they asked

him to interpret their dreams. Joseph
was able to do this. To one he said, you
will not get out of prison but lose your
life here. To the other he said, you will

soon have the opportunity of returning

to your position of honor with the Phar-

aoh. Then he asked the one who would
have the opportunity of being restored

to his former position to please remem-
ber him to the Pharaoh because he had
progressed as far as he could as a

prisoner.

The chief butler was restored to his

position of prominence in the king's

service but forgot all about Joseph in

prison for two full years. One day the

king had a dream which none of the

wise men could interpret. When the

chief butler then remembered Joseph,

he went to the king and said there was a

man in prison who could interpret the

dream. The Pharaoh sent for Joseph.

And Joseph, with the inspiration of the

Lord, interpreted the king's dream. The
king was so impressed with Joseph, he

was released from prison and became a

servant to the Pharaoh. Joseph again so

distinguished himself as to become
chief in all the land, second only to the

Pharaoh himself. (See Gen. 40-41.)

Because of the service Joseph ren-

dered, the Pharaoh said unto his ser-

vants, "Can we find such a one as this is,

a man in whom the Spirit of God is?"

(Gen. 41:38.) The Pharaoh recognized

that Joseph was, indeed, directed by the

Lord when he said unto Joseph, "foras-

much as God hath shewed thee all this,

there is none so discreet and wise as

thou art." (Gen. 41:39.)

Those who trust in the Lord are

happy

When one follows the course

marked by the road signs of the gospel

of Jesus Christ and places his trust in

the Lord, its influence is such that it is

manifest not only in action and deed,

but by a marked and visible change in

his very being. There is a special light

and a spirit which radiates from his

eternal soul. It can be described in

words like brightness, light, joy, hap-

piness, peace, purity, contentment, spirit,

enthusiasm, etc.

Brigham Young has said, "The per-

son who enjoys the experience of the

knowledge of the Kingdom of God on

the earth, and at the same time has the

love of God within him, is the happiest

of any individuals on the earth. . . .

"You never saw a true Saint in the

world that had sorrow, neither can you
find one. If persons are destitute of the

fountain of living water, or the prin-

ciples of eternal life, then they are sor-

rowful. If the words of life dwell within

us, and we have the hope of eternal life

and glory, and let that spark within us

kindle to a flame, to the consuming of

the least and last remains of selfishness,

we never can walk in darkness and are

strangers to doubt and fear. . . .

"It does make the devil mad. That

is true, it makes him mad that he cannot

afflict this people so as to make them

have a sad countenance. . .

.
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"Where is happiness, real hap-

piness? Nowhere but in God. By pos-

sessing the spirit of our holy religion, we
are happy in the morning, we are happy
at noon, we are happy in the evening;

for the spirit of love and union is with

us, and we rejoice in the spirit because,

it is of God, and we rejoice in God, for

he is the giver of every good thing.

Every Latter-day Saint, who has expe-

rienced the love of God in his heart,

after having received the remission of

his sins, through baptism, and the laying

on of hands, realizes that he is filled

with joy, and happiness, and con-

solation. He may be in pain, in error, in

poverty, or in prison, if necessity de-

mands, still, he is joyful. This is our ex-

perience, and each and every Latter-day

Saint can bear witness to it.

"Truly happy is that man or

woman, or that people, who enjoys the

privileges of the Gospel of the Son of

God, and who know how to appreciate

his blessings." (Discourses of Brigham
Young, sel. John A. Widtsoe, Salt Lake
City: Deseret Book Co., 1941, pp.
235-36.)

If this really works, it is the greatest

source of happiness to be found on
earth. Let me cite one more example as

it was written in a recent Ensign
magazine.

Example of righteous living

"In the summer of 1953 I was a six-

teen-year-old apprentice actress. . . .

Our lead actress was a pretty red-haired

girl who had won the lead role in a

competition (so I understood) in New
York. . . . She and I shared a suite of

rooms, and every morning when 1 woke
up I saw [her] sitting on her bed read-

ing. I awoke to that sight, no matter

what the hour, for four months.

"The news quickly spread that she

was a Mormon, and in an environment
where morals simply did not exist, she

was as pure as snow. No drinking, no
smoking, not even in plays, and no men
in her room. She loved everyone, and
she was so gentle and friendly even

though she was the "star." And always

in the morning she was reading and
reading, not her scripts, but some other

books and magazines that she had
brought with her.

"She never talked to me about her

religion, and I never asked her. But 1

never forgot her.

"Many years later, after I had mar-

ried and already had two children, my
husband and 1 became dissatisfied with

our spiritual lives. We took religion

courses and went to all kinds of
churches, but we still were not satisfied.

"Then I remembered [her]. She
had been, they said, a Mormon. We had
no idea what a Mormon was, and I

didn't remember even talking about

them in school history. So 1 went to the

public library in the little Alabama
town of OpeHka, and checked out the

only thing 1 could find; 'Mormon, The
Book of In the back was a list of mis-

sion homes and 1 wrote to the nearest

one, which was in Georgia, and asked if

they accepted converts. The rest is part

of our family history.

"I've never been able to find that

young lady to tell her that, because she

lived her religion in a way that I could

not forget, thirty-seven people on both

sides of our families are members of the

Church. Countless others in the spirit

world also have been given the op-

portunity." (Ensign, Dec. 1977, p. 62.)

World needs good examples

How the world needs the example
of those who will let the light of the gos-

pel of Jesus Christ radiate from their

eternal souls! How we need to show
that righteous living yields an eternal

joy'

To you who have embraced the

gospel of our Lord and Savior, stand as

a beacon upon a hill to light the way for

those who seek a happier, more fulfill-

ing life. To you who have not discov-

ered this greatest of all gifts, come join

with us and let us assist you in building

a better life. By conforming our lives to

the teachings of our Savior, we can
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bring greater joy to a troubled world.

I humbly pray that we will place

our "trust in the Lord and do good" so

that it may also be said of us, as it was
of Joseph of old, as we live as examples
of the gospel of Jesus Christ, "Can we
find such a one as this is, a man in

whom the Spirit of God is?" (Gen.
41:38.)

God lives. Jesus is the Christ. This

is his church. This is my humble witness

to you today, in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

The Choir sang without announce-
ment, "Glorious Everlasting."

President Spencer W. Kimball

We have just hstened to Elder L.

Tom Perry of the Quorum of the

Twelve Apostles, followed by the Choir

singing, "Glorious Everlasting."

The Choir and congregation will

now join in singing, "Sweet is the

Work," following which we shall hear

from Elder John H. Vandenberg of the

First Quorum of the Seventy.

The hymn, "Sweet is the Work,"
was sung by the Choir and congrega-

tion.

President Kimball

To those of the television and radio

audience who have just joined us, we
are convened in the historic Tabernacle

on Temple Square in Salt Lake City,

Utah, in this Fourth Session of the

148th Annual Conference of the

Church.

We shall now hear from Elder

John H. Vandenberg of the First Quo-
rum of the Seventy. He will be followed

by Elder O. Leslie Stone of the First

Quorum of the Seventy.

Elder John H. Vandenberg
Of the First Quorum of the Seventy

It has been but seven days since

throngs of people attended those special

worship services, hearing songs and ser-

mons, commemorating that most im-

portant event—the crucifixion and res-

urrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus

Christ.

"What is truth?"

In reviewing and pondering that

miracle, my thoughts have been drawn

to the episode after the Jews had bound
Jesus and led Him to the judgment hall.

It is recorded in the scripture:

"Then Pilate entered into the judg-

ment hall . . . and called Jesus, and said

to him, Art thou the King of the Jews?

"Jesus answered him, Sayest thou

this thing of thyself, or did others tell it

thee of me?
"Pilate answered. Am I a Jew?

Thine own nation and the chief priests

have delivered thee unto me: what hast

thou done?
"Jesus answered. My kingdom is

not of this world: if my kingdom were
of this world, then would my servants

fight, that I should not be delivered to

the Jews: but now is my kingdom not

from hence.

"Pilate therefore said unto him. Art

thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou
sayest that I am a king. To this end was
I born, and for this cause came I into

the world, that 1 should bear witness

unto the truth. Every one that is of the

truth heareth my voice.


