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bring greater joy to a troubled world.

I humbly pray that we will place

our "trust in the Lord and do good" so

that it may also be said of us, as it was
of Joseph of old, as we live as examples
of the gospel of Jesus Christ, "Can we
find such a one as this is, a man in

whom the Spirit of God is?" (Gen.
41:38.)

God lives. Jesus is the Christ. This

is his church. This is my humble witness

to you today, in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

The Choir sang without announce-
ment, "Glorious Everlasting."

President Spencer W. Kimball

We have just hstened to Elder L.

Tom Perry of the Quorum of the

Twelve Apostles, followed by the Choir

singing, "Glorious Everlasting."

The Choir and congregation will

now join in singing, "Sweet is the

Work," following which we shall hear

from Elder John H. Vandenberg of the

First Quorum of the Seventy.

The hymn, "Sweet is the Work,"
was sung by the Choir and congrega-

tion.

President Kimball

To those of the television and radio

audience who have just joined us, we
are convened in the historic Tabernacle

on Temple Square in Salt Lake City,

Utah, in this Fourth Session of the

148th Annual Conference of the

Church.

We shall now hear from Elder

John H. Vandenberg of the First Quo-
rum of the Seventy. He will be followed

by Elder O. Leslie Stone of the First

Quorum of the Seventy.

Elder John H. Vandenberg
Of the First Quorum of the Seventy

It has been but seven days since

throngs of people attended those special

worship services, hearing songs and ser-

mons, commemorating that most im-

portant event—the crucifixion and res-

urrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus

Christ.

"What is truth?"

In reviewing and pondering that

miracle, my thoughts have been drawn

to the episode after the Jews had bound
Jesus and led Him to the judgment hall.

It is recorded in the scripture:

"Then Pilate entered into the judg-

ment hall . . . and called Jesus, and said

to him, Art thou the King of the Jews?

"Jesus answered him, Sayest thou

this thing of thyself, or did others tell it

thee of me?
"Pilate answered. Am I a Jew?

Thine own nation and the chief priests

have delivered thee unto me: what hast

thou done?
"Jesus answered. My kingdom is

not of this world: if my kingdom were
of this world, then would my servants

fight, that I should not be delivered to

the Jews: but now is my kingdom not

from hence.

"Pilate therefore said unto him. Art

thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou
sayest that I am a king. To this end was
I born, and for this cause came I into

the world, that 1 should bear witness

unto the truth. Every one that is of the

truth heareth my voice.
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"Pilate saith unto him, What i

truth? And when he had said this, he

went out again unto the Jews, and saith

unto them, I find in him no fauh at all."

(John 18:33-38.)

Further negotiations, however, be-

tween Pilate and the accusers of Jesus

brought about the crucifixion.

With the question "What is truth?"

Pilate left Jesus standing alone, without

granting Him the courtesy of reply. One
wonders why. Such action leads one to

believe that Pilate feared the truth, per-

haps as others might fear it—not being

willing to face up to it, not wishing to

take upon themselves the discipline and

responsibility demanded by truth.

Jesus said, "Every one that is of the

truth heareth my voice." Those who are

"of the truth" are those who sincerely

seek after it. All of mankind should be

seekers after truth for it is the supreme
essence of their lives.

One author expresses such a

thought with these words: "Yet truth,

which only doth judge itself, teacheth

that the inquiry of truth, which is the

love-making or wooing of it, the knowl-

edge of truth, which is the presence of

it, and the belief of truth, which is the

enjoying of it, is the sovereign good of

human nature." (Francis Bacon, "Essay

of Truth," Harvard Classics Vol. 3: Ba-

con, Milton's Prose, Thos. Browne, New
York: P.F. Collier and Son, Co., 1909,

p. 8.)

In harmony with that thought an

ancient poet wrote: " 'It is a pleasure to

stand upon the shore and to see ships

tossed upon the sea; a pleasure to stand

in the window of a castle and to see a

battle and the adventures thereof be-

low: but no pleasure is comparable to

the standing upon the vantage ground
of truth' (a hill not to be commanded,
and where the air is always clear and se-

rene), 'and to see the errors and wan-
derings and mists and tempests in the

vale below'; so always that this prospect

be with pity, and not with swelling or

pride. Certainly, it is heaven upon
earth, to have a man's mind move in

charity, rest in providence, and turn

upon the poles of truth." (Bacon, quot-

ing Lucretius, in "Essay of Truth," p. 8.)

Truth is knowledge

It is fitting that we remember the

words of Jesus: "And for this cause

came I into the world, that I should bear

witness unto the truth." (John 18:37.)

Truth is knowledge! "This is life

eternal, that they might know thee the

only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thou hast sent." (John 17:3.) Truth de-

fined is found in the gospel of Jesus

Christ.

During the Savior's ministry on
earth, He organized His church, choos-

ing humble but sincere men to be His

apostles; He lived with them; He made
journeys with them; He taught them;

He performed miracles before them;

He ordained them, granting authority

and power— all preparatory to sending

them into the world to declare His

gospel.

On a certain occasion as He jour-

neyed with them, "Jesus came into the

coasts of Caesarea Philippi, [and] he

asked his disciples, saying. Whom do
men say that I the Son of man am?

"And they said. Some say that thou

art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and
others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.

"He saith unto them, But whom
say ye that I am?

"And Simon Peter answered and
said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the

Living God.

"And Jesus answered and said unto

him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona:

for flesh and blood hath not revealed it

unto thee, but my Father which is in

heaven.

"And I say also unto thee. That

thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will

build my church; and the gates of hell

shall not prevail against it." (Matt.

16:13-18.)

Revelation

The rock of revelation is the foun-

dation of His church. The principle of
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revelation is indispensable in the living

church. This principle is inherent in the

affairs of God as He directs His children

though His prophets. The Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was re-

stored under the power and authority of

divine revelation.

Early in the nineteenth century a

sincere young man whose name was

Joseph Smith, a seeker after truth,

found in the Epistle of James (which

was written to the "twelve tribes which

are scattered abroad" [James l;l])'these

powerful words: "If any of you lack

wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth

to all men Hberally, and upbraideth not;

and it shall be given him.

"But let him ask in faith, nothing

wavering. For he that.wavereth is like a

wave of the sea driven with the wind
and tossed.

"For let not that man think that he

shall receive any thing of the Lord."

(James 1:5-7.)

With that heavenly invitation to

truth, Joseph Smith ventured into the

sphere of prayer and received the

knowledge of the Father and the Son,

two personalities, and instructions from

the voice of the Savior. In response to

his inquiry Joseph was told that none of

the churches existent were true, that

"they draw near to me with their lips,

but their hearts are far from me, they

teach for doctrines the commandments
of men, having a form of godliness, but

they deny the power thereof." (Joseph

Smith 2:19.)

Further instruction came to him at

that time that he would be God's in-

strument in restoring His true church

upon the earth.

"Surely the Lord God will do noth-

ing, but he revealeth his secret unto his

servants and prophets." (Amos 3:7.)

Scriptures

Sometime later in I84I, eleven

years after the organization of the re-

stored church, Joseph Smith was re-

quested to set forth a brief statement of

the belief of its members. This state-

ment is known as the Articles of Faith.

The eighth and ninth articles of that

statement express our belief with re-

spect to revelation from the divine

source. It says:

"We believe the Bible to be the

word of God as far as it is translated

correctly; we also beheve the Book of
Mormon to be the word of God.

"We believe all that God has re-

vealed, all that He does now reveal, and
we believe that He will yet reveal many
great and important things pertaining to

the Kingdom of God."
We know that the Bible is a com-

pilation of the available revealed mes-

sages received by the prophets from

God for the benefit and guidance of

God's children here on earth. The Bible

is the foundation of our religious li-

brary. It has been brought to us in an

honorable manner and is sorely needed

in this modern world. It contains much
of what we need to know. How would
we have known of Jesus had the record

been lost? Think of the revealing words
of John:

"In the beginning was the Word
and the Word was with God, and the

Word was God.
"The same was in the beginning

with God.
"All things were made by him; and

without him was not any thing made
that was made.

"In him was life; and the life was
the light of men.

"He was in the world, and the

world was made by him, and the world

knew him not." (John 1:1-4, 10.)

Jesus was the Creator of this world
and all things pertaining to it. He was
Jehovah who revealed His will to the

prophets, thus ushering in all of the gos-

pel dispensations that have occurred.

The Bible, however, does not con-

tain all the revelation that has ever been
given.

Modern revelation

Through modern revelation the

Book of Mormon was brought forth
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through the Prophet Joseph Smith. It

stands as a new witness of Jesus Christ

and discloses that His gospel was known
to the ancient inhabitants of the Amer-
icas and that He visited the Americas
after His ascension. These inhabitants

were known to Him as "other sheep of

my fold" (see John 10:16; 3 Ne. 15:21)

for they carried in their veins the blood

of Israel.

Through modern revelation we
now know that Adam received the gos-

pel. It has been revealed that "Adam
and Eve, his wife, called upon the name
of the Lord, and they heard the voice of

the Lord . . . speaking unto them, and
they saw him not; for they were shut

out of his presence.

"And he gave unto them com-
mandments, that they should worship

the Lord their God, and should offer

the firstlings of their flocks, for an offer-

ing unto the Lord. And Adam was
obedient unto the commandments of

the Lord.

"And after many days an angel of

the Lord appeared unto Adam, saying;

Why dost thou off"er sacrifices unto the

Lord? And Adam said unto him: I

know not, save the Lord commanded
me.

"And then the angel spake, saying:

This thing is a simihtude of the sacrifice

of the Only Begotten of the Father,

which is full of grace and truth.

"Wherefore, thou shall do all that

thou doest in the name of the Son, and

thou shalt repent and call upon God in

the name of the Son forevermore.

"And in that day the Holy Ghost

fell upon Adam, which beareth record

of the Father and the Son, saying: I am
the Only Begotten of the Father from

the beginning, henceforth and forever,

that as thou hast fallen thou mayest be

redeemed, and all mankind, even as

many as will." (Moses 5:4-9.)

We now know more concerning

Enoch. The Bible gives but little infor-

mation about this great prophet. Latter-

day revelation tells of his work among
his people. Says Enoch, "The Lord

which spake with me, the same is the

God of heaven, and he is my God, and
your God." (Moses 6:43.) He explained

to Enoch the whole plan of salvation,

the gospel of Jesus Christ as it had been

declared to father Adam.
We now know more of Noah, that

the "Lord ordained Noah after his own
order, and commanded him that he

should go forth and declare his Gospel

unto the children of men, even as it was
given unto Enoch.

"Noah continued his preaching, . .

.

saying: Hearken, and give heed unto

my words;

"BeUeve and repent of your sins

and be baptized in the name of Jesus

Christ, the Son of God, even as our fa-

thers, and ye shall receive the Holy
Ghost, that ye may have all things made
manifest; and if ye do not this, the

floods will come in upon you; never-

theless they hearkened not." (Moses
8:19, 23-24.)

Now we know more of Abraham,
as Jehovah spoke to him and said: "My
name is Jehovah, and I know the end
from the beginning; therefore my hand
shall be over thee.

"And I will make of thee a great

nation, . . . and thou shalt be a blessing

unto thy seed after thee, that in their

hands they shall bear this ministry and
Priesthood unto all nations." (Abr.

2:8-9.)

He declared to Abraham the vision

of the preexistence of mankind: "Now
the Lord had shown unto me. . . the in-

telligences that were organized before

the world was; and among all these

there were many of the noble and great

ones;

"And God saw these souls that they

were good . . . and he said unto me:
Abraham, thou art one of them; thou
was chosen before thou wast born."

(Abr. 3:22-23.)

Were we to continue to review all

of the modern revelations, we would
come to realize that this is now the time

of which Paul revealed to the Ephesians

"that in the dispensation of the fulness

of times he might gather together in one
all things in Christ, both which are in
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heaven and which are on earth."

1:10.)

Gospel includes all truth

(Eph.

The gospel reveals to us the need
for Jesus to offer Himself as a sacrifice

for the sins of men that all mankind
may be redeemed, that man may be
saved by believing in Him, by believing

in all of His teachings, and by being
obedient to them, and by being true

hearers of the voice of Jesus. It is a life-

long task to hear, to learn, to obey all

the vast truths, for the gospel reaches

into the eternities.

It has been said of our belief in di-

vine revelation that "this declaration of

religious belief in the Divine fountain

of Truth, and His revelation thereof to

man, embraces all truth in the universe:

whether revealed or yet to be revealed;

whether made known through the in-

spiration of the Almighty that "giveth

understanding" to the spirit of man in

his discoveries and developments in the

material things of life; or whether
manifest in things visible or in things in-

visible to mortal eyes. It embraces every

scientific truth, every historic truth,

every truth in philosophy, or logic, or

demonstrable fact. That is the scope of

revealed rehgion. It is the system of law

and order which prevails under heav-

enly control. It is the Gospel of the

Lord Jesus Christ." (James H. Ander-

son, God's Covenant Race, 2nd ed.. Salt

Lake City: Deseret News Press, 1938, p.

132.)

We invite all to consider the truths

spoken from this pulpit, with the sug-

gestion of an ancient poet who said,

"Fly no opinion because it is new, but

strictly search, reject it if false, embrace

it if 'tis true."

May that be done in the attitude of

prayer.

1 bear witness to the truth, that rev-

elation and prayer are indispensable in

attaining eternal life, and this 1 do in

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

We have just listened to Elder John

H. Vandenberg of the First Quorum of

the Seventy.

Elder O. Leshe Stone of the First

Quorum of the Seventy will now ad-

dress us.

Elder O. Leslie Stone

Of the First Quorum of the Seventy

My remarks today are directed pri-

marily to young married couples and to

those who are planning to be married,

but perhaps they will apply to all of us

who are married or who someday will

be married. I would like to talk about

the art of making your marriage suc-

cessful.

Our Heavenly Father loves all of
us and wants us to be happy. The scrip-

tures record, "Men are, that they might
have joy." (2 Ne. 2:25.) President Kim-
ball has told us that the price of hap-
piness is to keep the commandments.

(See Faith Precedes the Miracle, Salt

Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1972, p.

126.) Nowhere else are happiness and

success more important than in your

marriage.

Temple marriage

Thefoundation for a happy and suc-

cessful marriage is a marriage solem-

nized in the temple. To you who were

married for time only, let me urge you

to thoroughly investigate the blessings

available to you by going to the temple


