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The Lord has told us that "men
should be anxiously engaged in a good

cause, and do many things of their own
free will, and bring to pass much
righteousness;

"For the power is in them, wherein

they are agents unto themselves. And
inasmuch as men do good they shall in

nowise lose their reward." (D&C
58:27-28.)

Power to do good

This quotation refers to non-
members as well as Church members;
all men and women have the power to

do good. It is of the utmost importance

that they have the desire and determi-

nation to live righteously. We should

not be employed at any time in service

that is not a good cause. When mem-
bers of the Church are engaged in doing

something that is evil or contrary to a

good cause, we are not living up to the

obligations we took upon ourselves in

the waters of baptism. Very many
people in the world, not of our church,

are engaged in a good cause and are

trying to bring forth much righ-

teousness. Those who are endeavoring

to improve mankind, who teach faith in

God and the living of a goodly life, are

engaged in a good cause and shall not

lose their reward therefor.

If we would have the blessings that

the Lord would like to bestow upon us,

we must have faith in the Lord Jesus

Christ; we must have a knowledge of

the true and living God; we must repent

of our past sins, overcome any incorrect

understanding; we must humble our-

selves before God, and make covenants

with him, and be obedient to those

covenants.

Gospel includes all truth

President George Albert Smith,

one of our former presidents and a man
without guile, used to say in substance:

We do not ask our nonmember friends

to forsake anything that is true that they

have in their churches or in their lives,

but we would like them to add to the

good they already have the eternal

truths of the gospel. If they will do so,

they will have a joy and happiness

beyond anything they have heretofore

had. (See Sharing the Gospel with Oth-

ers, comp. Preston Nibley, Salt Lake
City: Deseret Book Co., 1948, pp.
12-13.)

The gospel of Christ includes all

truth, visible or invisible to the naked
eye. It is possible for all men to repent

of their sins unless they commit the un-

pardonable sin. They may receive the

blessings of a righteous life if they will

only determine to keep the Lord's com-
mandments, if they will humble them-

selves and seek his help and guidance.

I like to think that people generally

want to do good; they feel happier

when they are doing good. Sin never

was happiness. It builds up an iron cur-

tain between man and God. The Lord
gave us the right pattern when he said,

"Do unto others as you would that men
should do unto you." (See Matt. 7:12;

Luke 6:31.) The Lord has given us no
commandment that is not for our good
and benefit and that does not bring sat-

isfaction and happiness if we follow it.

We need the help of the Lord, and he

will give us that help if we seek it and
follow the course that he has provided.

Our young missionaries who go

into the world to preach the gospel re-

turn home happy because they have

been in the service of the Lord, trying to

bless mankind. The Lord has been with

them. His Spirit has guided them. They
are clean-lived; they are not like the

carnal world.

We take the sacrament in remem-
brance of the suffering of our Lord and
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covenant to keep his commandments
that we may always have his Spirit to be

with us. His Spirit will not lead us to do
anything that is evil but will encourage

us to do good, and by following that

persuasion and by maintaining that

guidance, we will grow in nearness to

the Lord; we will grow in good deeds;

and we will overcome the flesh. A man
who has the companionship of the

Spirit of the Lord is a happy man. He
can be a thoughtful and faithful pa-

triarch and leader in his home and

family; he is a good neighbor; he can be

an influence for good among his

neighbors.

The hymns that we sing have an in-

fluence for good upon our lives. The
music of the Tabernacle Choir has a

faith-promoting and cultural influence

upon the listeners. The spirit with which

the Choir sings the words and melodies

of our own hyrrms and of compositions

by other inspired people creates a desire

upon those who listen or participate to

serve the Lord. The inspired hymns that

we sing in our congregations are prayers

and songs of rejoicing unto our Lord.

Men are crying, "peace, peace,"

but there is no peace. We are living in

times that are trying the hearts of men.
We need not be afraid if we are on the

Lord's side. It is not wise for us to put

ofl" the day of preparation and to think

the Lord will delay his coming. It is true

we do not know the day nor the hour,

the month nor the year, but we do rec-

ognize the signs that he has given us as

an indication of the nearness of that

great event.

Share the Gospel

How can we be prepared for that

day? We must keep the commandments
of the Lord; we must be engaged in a

good cause, endeavoring to bring forth

much righteousness. We must warn our

fellowmen. We must teach our children

true doctrines and lead them in the

paths of rectitude.

The Lord has said to this people:

"After your testimony cometh wrath

and indignation upon the people."

(D&C 88:88.)

It is innate in human nature that

when we have something interesting in

life, something precious, something vi-

tal, we desire to share it with those

whom we love. We have the gospel of

the Lord Jesus Christ, which is the most

precious thing, the most important thing

in all the world. We love the gospel of

our Lord, we love our Father's children,

and we want to share the gospel with

them because it will bring joy and hap-

piness to their souls. If accepted and
lived, it will bring salvation and exalta-

tion in his kingdom.

Our church, Christ's church, is a

sharing church. We have the responsi-

bility of doing all in our power to save

the souls of men, to bring them to a

knowledge of God, and to assist the

Lord in accomplishing his great pur-

pose. The application of the teachings

of the Master, as set forth in his gospel,

is the only thing in the world that can

save the world. Man needs the spiritual

phases of life more than he does the

material or physical if he is to be happy.

The principles of the gospel are given

for the definite purpose of bringing

happiness and joy to man in this life

and an eteriuty of joy in the hereafter.

Why are we so greatly interested in

influencing our fellowmen to serve God
and keep his commandments? They are

God's children; they are our brothers

and sisters.

Immortality and eternal life

The late Dr. James E. Talmage, a

member of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles, has given us this inspirational

thought:

"What is man in this boundless set-

ting of sublime splendor? I answer you:

Potentially now, actually to be, he is

greater and grander, more precious ac-

cording to the arithmetic of God, than

all the planets and suns of space. For
him were they created; they are the

handiwork of God; man is His son! In

this world man is given dominion over a
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few things; it is his privilege to achieve

supremacy over many things.

".
. . Incomprehensibly grand as are

the physical creations of the earth and
space, they have been brought into ex-

istence as means to an end, necessary to

the realization of the supreme purpose,

which in the words of the Creator is

thus declared:
" 'For behold, this is my work and

my glory— to bring to pass the
immortality and eternal life of man.'

(Moses 1:39.)" ("The Earth to Be Re-

deemed," Sunday Night Talks by Radio,

Salt Lake City: Deseret News Press,

1931, pp. 357-58.)

Think of the great tragedy, the ter-

rible responsibility, that men take upon
themselves when they treat so lightly, as

is sometimes the case, the destruction of

human life. The penalty is an eternal

one.

Charles Kingsley has said: "Noth-
ing that man ever invents will absolve

him from the universal necessity of

being good as God is good; righteous as

God is righteous; and holy as God is

holy."

Our Savior, without any effort on
our part, through his great atoning sac-

rifice and in his great love and com-
passion for us, made it possible for all

mankind to come forth from the grave,

thus opening the door to immortality

for all mankind. Had he not given his

life for our salvation, death would most

certainly have a terrible sting, and the

grave would win an awful victory. Man
would be robbed of the blessing and at-

tainment of immortality and eternal

Ufe.

But what about eternal life? One
might take the view that immortality

and eternal life are synonymous. It is

true that immortality is part of eternal

life, but if we are to have eternal life in

the true sense, we must render obe-

dience to the gospel of Jesus Christ, the

plan of life and salvation which he has

revealed. Only thereby can we obtain

the reward of exaltation and eternal Ufe

in the presence of our Heavenly Father

in his celestial kingdom.

The reward for doing good is joy

and happiness in this life and eternal

life in the great hereafter. To do good is

to keep the commandments the Lord

has given us. The gospel is the true way
of life, the teachings of our Lord and

Savior, the light of the world. That

which is contrary thereto is darkness

and regret.

I bear testimony that this is the

Lord's work, that the gospel of Jesus

Christ has been restored to earth with

its keys, powers, and authorities, that it

is the Lord's work and glory to bring to

pass the immortality and eternal life of

man. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Following Elder Anderson's ad-

dress, the Choir and congregation sang,

"Now Let Us Rejoice."

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elders Derek Cuthbert, Robert
Backman, and Rex Reeve, who were
sustained yesterday as members of the

First Quorum of Seventy will now
speak to us in that order without further

announcement.

Elder Derek A. Cuthbert

Of the First Quorum of the Seventy

My beloved brothers and sisters, sure you will realize—full of love and
my heart is very full at this time, as I'm gratitude. At this time I would like to


