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hold fast to the iron rod, I humbly pray, President Spencer W. Kimball
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Following President Kimball's ad-

dress, the Choir sang without announce-

ment, "Lead Me Into Life Eternal."

The Tabernacle Choir has ren-

dered, "Lead Me Into Life Eternal."

We shall now hear from Elder

Boyd K. Packer, a member of the

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles.

Elder Boyd K. Packer

It will be my purpose to give an un-

qualified endorsement to an organiza-

tion to which I have never belonged. It

has greatly enriched my life and that of
my family. I have never been eligible to

hold membership; nevertheless, it

continues to be an influence with me.

Origin of Relief Society

It is the Relief Society, one of the

oldest women's organizations in the

world. There are members in about sev-

enty nations, numbering now well over

a million. Each year the membership
increases by thousands. Only women
are eligible to join.

When the Prophet Joseph Smith

established it, he said to the women;
"You will receive instructions

through the order of the Priesthood

which God has established, through the

medium of those appointed to . . . direct

the affairs of the Church in this last dis-

pensation; and I now turn the key in

your behalf in the name of the Lord,

and this Society shall rejoice, and
knowledge and intelligence shall flow

down from this time henceforth" (His-

tory of the Church. 4:607).

The Prophet told them that the or-

ganization would be "a charitable So-

ciety, and according to your natures,"

and then he added, "If you live up to

your privileges, the angels cannot be re-

strained from being your associates"

(History of the Church. 4:605).

Thirty years ago, President George

Albert Smith said;

"You are . . . more blessed than any

other women in all the world. You were

the first women to have the franchise;

the first women to have a voice in the

work of a church. It was God that gave

it to you and it came as a result of reve-

lation to a Prophet of the Lord. Since

that time, think what benefits the

women of this world have enjoyed. Not
only you belonging to the Church have

enjoyed the blessing of equality, but

when the Prophet Joseph Smith turned

the key for the emancipation of woman-
kind, it was turned for all the world,

and from generation to generation the

number of women who can enjoy the

blessings of religious liberty and civil

liberty has been increasing." (Relief So-

ciety Magazine, Dec. 1945, p. 717.)

Family benefits from Relief Society

I would not press to join the Relief

Society. I can get more from it if I leave

it to be a women's organization. I then

benefit more, much more, than I could

by holding membership.
I hope the name, the Relief So-

ciety, will never be changed. It ties back

to the very charter given to women by
the Prophet. Its full, balanced program
responds to every worthy need that is by

nature a part of womanhood.
Each member is constantly exposed

to literature, art, music, to current
events, to homemaking skills, and, I em-
phasize, to spiritual living. She is en-

couraged to the full expression of every

worthy feeling and impulse and talent.

When my wife returns from the

grocery store, some things are set out
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for immediate use. Other things are set

on the shelf until she, for instance,

bakes again. Some are to be used only

in time of an emergency.

Very frequently there are things

that are not for us at all. They are to be

given away to someone that she wants

to do for.

She returns from Relief Society in

much the same way, this time bearing

spiritual commodities. Some are used

right away; others are to be stored. But

most of it she got for someone else.

Her store is replenished by atten-

dance at Relief Society, and she still

draws, now and again, on the very first

Relief Society she ever attended.

I do not benefit, I repeat, from hav-

ing membership in the Relief Society,

We, as a family, benefit through associ-

ation with women who do.

Many years ago there was pub-

lished in the Church this statement:

"The place of woman in the Church is

to walk beside the man, not in front of

him nor behind him' (John A. Widtsoe,

Evidences and Reconciliations, comp. by

G. Homer Durham, Salt Lake City:

Bookcraft, 1960, p. 305).

In an organized way Relief Society

symbolizes the relationship between

man and woman in the Church.

Relief Society is for virtuous

women, for steady women, for organ-

ized women. It is for reverent women,
for spiritual women, for diligent

women, for married women and for the

unmarried, for women young and old.

Into its ranks are invited those

women who are unsteady or dis-

organized, the lost, careworn women.

The Relief Society is an unmeasured

blessing to lonely women.

Doing for others

Shortly after the funeral held for

the first wife of President Harold B.

Lee, I was in a group which included his

daughter Helen.

Someone expressed sympathy to

her for the passing of her mother and

said, "She took such good care of your

father. I'm sure he must be lonely and

must miss all of the things she did for

him."

Helen responded with an insight of

remarkable wisdom. "You do not un-

derstand," she said. "It is not so much
that he misses all of the things that

Mother did for him. He misses her most

because he needs somebody to do for."

We all need someone to do for.

When that is unfulfilled as a need, we
become lonely. In the Lord's own way.

Relief Society provides for that need.

Sister, you are needed there. We
need women who will applaud decency

and quality in everything from the fash-

ion of clothing to crucial social issues.

We need women who are organ-

ized and women who can organize. We
need women with executive ability who
can plan and direct and administer;

women who can teach, women who can

speak out.

There is a great need for women
who can receive inspiration to guide

them personally in their teaching and in

their leadership responsibilities.

We need women with the gift of

discernment who can view the trends in

the world and detect those that, how-
ever popular, are shallow or dangerous.

We need women who can discern

those positions that may not be popular

at all, but are right.

The Prophet Joseph Smith said, in

organizing the Relief Society, that there

is a need for "decision of character,

aside from sympathy" {History of the

Church, 4:570).

The Relief Society is so vital a link

in our welfare services that save it be

strong, we must surely fail.

I do not endorse the Relief Society

for the sake of the organization, but for

what accrues individually to the benefit

of those who belong.

Relief Society attendance

Now to the sisters in the Church I

say that attendance at Relief Society, in

an important way, is not really optional.

It is as obligatory upon a woman to
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draw into her life the virtues that are

fostered by the Relief Society as it is an

obligation for the men to build into

their lives the patterns of character fos-

tered by the priesthood.

Recently I listened to several sisters

discuss Relief Society. One young
woman said, "We find it so difficult to

interest both the older and the younger
women. If we have a lesson or project

the younger women are interested in,

the older women do not come. It's so

hard to get something to please
everyone."

Sisters, to me there is something

pathetic about those of our sisters who
sit at home waiting to be enticed to Re-
lief Society. That is not right!

When faithful sisters pray and
work and make a worthy presentation,

they deserve your support. Just to have

you attend is a great help.

Some sisters, it appears, seem to

pore over the offering of Relief Society

like a fussy diner searching a menu for

something to excite the taste.

Sisters, it is your duty to attend Re-

lief Society, just as it is the duty of the

brethren to attend their priesthood

meetings.

I've heard some sisters say, "I don't

attend Relief Society because I just

don't get anything out of it."

"What are you putting into it?"

Let me teach you a lesson.

In 1888 the Relief Society and the

young women's organizations of the

Church became charter members of the

National Council of Women and of the

International Council. These two organ-

izations were established primarily to

promote women's suffrage and to im-

prove the lot of women and children

everywhere.

During those years our delegates

had their good days and their bad, de-

pending upon circumstances, the lead-

ership, and their attitude toward the

Mormons.
In April of 1945 Belle Smith Spaf-

ford became the president of the Relief

Society. Only a week or two after she

had been sustained a letter came from

the National Council of Women, an-

nouncing their annual meeting to be

held in New York City.

Sister Spafford had attended those

meetings before, and in view of her pre-

vious experience, she and her coun-

selors carefully considered the

invitation for several weeks.

They decided to recommend to the

President of the Church that the Rehef

Society terminate its membership in

those councils. They prepared a state-

ment of recommendation, listing all of

the reasons for so doing.

Trembling and uncertain. Sister

Spafford placed the paper on the desk

of President George Albert Smith,

saying, "The Relief Society Presidency

wishes to recommend that the General

Board terminate its membership in the

National Council and in the Inter-

national Council of Women, for the

reasons listed on this paper."

President Smith carefully read the

paper. Had they not held membership
for well over half a century? he
inquired.

Sister Spafford explained how
costly it was to go to New York, the

time it took, and described the humili-

ation they occasionally experienced.

She recommended that they withdraw
because "we don't get a thing from
these councils."

This wise, old prophet tipped back
in his chair and looked at her with a dis-

turbed expression. "You want to with-

draw because you don't get anything

out of it?" he questioned.

"That is our feeling," she replied.

"Tell me," he said, "what is it that

you are putting into it?

"Sister Spafford," he continued,

"you surprise me. Do you always think

in terms of what you get? Don't you
think also in terms of what you have to

give?"

He returned that paper to her and
extended his hand. With considerable

firmness he said, "You continue your

membership in these councils and make
your influence felt."
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And so they did! Sister Spafford

took the gentle correction from that

wise prophet, and the day came that she

was president of that organization.

Now, I pass that same message to

each sister in the Church. If you are ab-

senting yourself from Relief Society be-

cause "you don't get anything out of it,"

tell me, dear sister, what is it that you
are putting into it?

An inspired organization

I endorse the Relief Society with-

out hesitation, for I know it to have

been organized by inspiration from Al-

mighty God. It has been blessed since

its organization. I know that it is a ris-

ing, and not a setting, sun. 1 know that

the light and the power that emanates
from it will increase, not decrease.

I know that Relief Society today is

led by wise and inspired and strong

women. Through them the frustrations

of the poorly trained, the lonely, the

single will give way to security and

happiness.

The bewilderment of the unin-

spired and the misled will be replaced

with assurance and direction.

After months of prayerful concern

over this matter, having inquired myself

of Him whose organization it is, without

reservation, without hesitancy, 1 en-

dorse and applaud the Relief Society of

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints and pray God to bless these,

our sisters, to strengthen them, for this

is His church and we are led by a

prophet. In the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

Following Elder Packer's remarks,

the Choir sang without announcement,
"How Long, O Lord, Most Holy."

President Spencer W. Kimball

Elder Boyd K. Packer of the

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles has just

spoken to us. He was followed by the

Tabernacle Choir singing, "How Long,

O Lord, Most Holy."

The Choir and Congregation will

now join in singing, "Hope of Israel,"

following which Elder Rex D. Pinegar

of the First Quorum of the Seventy will

speak to us.

The Tabernacle Choir and con-

gregation sang the hymn, "Hope of Is-

rael."

Elder Rex D. Pinegar

Recently a friend of mine was

returning to his home in Salt Lake City

on a plane from Dallas, Texas. His

mind was focused upon an important

event that was soon to occur in his

family. His only son would be leaving

home in just a few days to serve as a

missionary in a far-distant land. His

great love for his son caused him to

reflect, "If my son is going so far away

to teach about our Church, this had bet-

ter be the best church!" Then he took

out a notepad and pen and began to list

the characteristics or qualities one
would look for in the best church.

Purpose of Church programs

"There should be a program to

build and strengthen youth," he wrote,

"an athletic program, a wholesome ac-

tivity program, a program for teaching

and training children, a program for de-

veloping the skills and talents of

women, a program to provide for the

needy, for the ill, for the lonely, for the


