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GENERAL CONFERENCE

predate hearing parents pray for their

children. I stand reverently before a fa-

ther who in the authority of the holy

priesthood lays his hands upon the head

of a son or daughter at a time of serious

decision and in the name of the Lord

and under the direction of the Holy

Spirit gives a father's blessing.

Children are God's gifts

How much more beautiful would
be the world and the society in which
we live if every father looked upon his

children as the most precious of his as-

sets, if he led them by the power of his

example in kindness and love, and if in

times of stress he blessed them by the

authority of the holy priesthood; and if

every mother regarded her children as

the jewels of her life, as gifts from the

God of heaven who is their Eternal Fa-

ther, and brought them up with true af-

fection in the wisdom and admonition

of the Lord.

Said Isaiah of old, "All thy children

shall be taught of the Lord; and great

shall be the peace of thy children" (Isa.

54:13). To which I add, "Great also

shall be the peace and the gladness of

their fathers and mothers."

For that peace I humbly pray in

your behalf as I bear witness of the

truth of these things, in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

Elder James E. Faust

President Kimball and my beloved

brothers and sisters, no one has ever

come to this calling with a greater sense

of inadequacy than I do at this time. In

the sweet agony of the pondering, in the

long hours of the days and the nights

since last Thursday, I have had the feel-

ing of being completely unworthy and
unprepared.

Personal witness of Jesus Christ

I understand that a chief require-

ment for the holy apostleship is to be a

personal witness of Jesus as the Christ

and the Divine Redeemer. Perhaps on
that basis alone, I can qualify. This

truth has been made known to me by
the unspeakable peace and power of the

Spirit of God.
I acknowledge the soothing and

sustaining love of my beloved Ruth,

who is as much a part of me as my heart

and soul. I wish to express my deep love

and affection for each member of our

family.

I first learned the names of the an-

cient and modern apostles in Primary.

My mother was one of my teachers. I

am certain that never in her wildest

dreams did she ever think that any of

those whom she taught would one day
sit in the council of the special witnesses

of the Lord Jesus Christ.

I was born with partial color-blind-

ness. I have learned to love all of the

people in the countries where I have
been as a missionary, soldier, or Gen-
eral Authority, regardless of the color of

their skins. I hope to be a disciple after

the manner and example of President

Kimball and the others in their love for

all, and especially for the humble, the

downtrodden, the poor, the afflicted, the

needy, and the poor in spirit. I am
mindful that if we forget these, we can

in no way be his disciples.

We mark with sadness the passing

of our beloved friend and associate El-

der Delbert L. Stapley. No one can ever

take his place in our affection and in

our hearts.

I express appreciation for the sup-

port and love of President Kimball,

President Tanner, President Romney,
President Benson, and all of the Twelve.

To President Franklin D. Richards and
all of our Brethren of the First Quorum
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of the Seventy and other General Au-
thorities, I express my continuing love

and appreciation. I pledge to God and
his prophet, President Kimball, my life

and whatever energy and little ability I

may have, fully and completely and
without reservation, for I know that

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. I

know that the Savior knows that I know
that he lives. So I willingly accept the

call, the keys, and the charge, and

promise to do the best I know how, in

the sacred name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

We shall now hear from Elders F,

Burton Howard, Teddy E. Brewerton,

and Jack H. Goaslind, Jr. in that order.

You have just sustained them as

members of the First Quorum of the

Seventy.

Elder F. Burton Howard

My brothers and sisters, I am
deeply grateful for the love and
confidence of the First Presidency, and
for the sustaining vote of this

conference that has brought me here

before you at this time. I love the Lord

and I love his work.

Love of the Gospel

At the risk of being unduly per-

sonal, I would like to tell you how I feel

about the gospel. I love it, not com-
pelled by lack of choice or circumstance

nor by the uncritical adoption of pat-

terns commanded from afar; not ma-
nipulated, but acting consciously,

constructively, purposely, giving a free-

will offering of the heart. I want to be

involved in the Lord's work—humbly,
totally, positively, and honestly; neither

subordinating my soul to nor seeking

dominion over others, but being freely

one with those who are his, sharing and

caring, thankful to be a part of the work

wherever it may be, not to escape alone-

ness nor to fill life with self-deceptive

activity, but rather knowingly and will-

ingly doing what must be done; a grate-

ful fellow servant, supporting, building,

loving, lending heart and breath to a

great cause.

I want to stand firm and fearless,

not weakening—for weakness implies

pressure from without—but radiating

strength and charity truly from within;

offensively—not defensively—enthu-

siastically, sweetly, faithfully, ever-

lasting in harmony with the Lord. May
we all become one with him and his

prophet and bring harmony into the

work that we are in charge of, wherever

that may be, in whatever land, I pray

for each of us, and most especially for

me, as I acknowledge my weaknesses

and stand before you to accept this

great calling. In the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

Elder Teddy E. Brewerton

The gospel of Jesus Christ, as we
know it, and as it has been restored to

the earth, makes people happy. I was
speaking to a prominent lawyer from
New York a short time ago. He looked

at me in my circumstances arid said,

"What more could you ever want in

life?" I agreed with him, and I analyzed

it: I looked into my past, into my pres-

ent, and of course, realized once again


