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Elder Faust, I am sure the Presi-

dency of the First Quorum of the

Seventy will sustain me in our

expression of love and our complete

vote of sustaining you in your new call,

and as well, we greet you three new
Brethren warmly, knowing you will

help shoulder the tremendous opportu-

nities that rest upon our shoulders.

Shared ancestry

When I think of my father, I call

him my father; but my two brothers and
two sisters would remind me that he

isn't just my father, he is our father.

In thinking of my grandfather, if I

were to claim him as mine alone, not

only my brothers and sisters would re-

mind me that grandfather is our grand-

father, but my first cousins would join

in the chorus to say, "He is our grand-

father, as well." If I were to mention my
great-grandfather as mine, second cous-

ins would add their voices and remind
me that great-grandfather is ours.

It is apparent, then, that ours is a

shared ancestry. We shouldn't think

back and say "mine, mine, mine"; we
should say "ours, ours, ours." The far-

ther back we reach, the greater the

chorus swells.

It has become apparent that genea-

logical research efforts are being dupli-

cated. To determine the extent to which

such duplication exists, I took my gene-

alogical records to a professional re-

search institute. They compared my
records with their name pool and deter-

mined that they already had ninety-five

percent of my records in their file. That

means that only five percent of my re-

cords are unique to me. Thirty-four

other clients shared my ancestry. 1 was
rather amazed with this and wondered
if such a high rate of duplication existed

among the general population. At my
request the institute took a sampling of

clients from all parts of the United

States, members of the Church and

nohmembers. These names were com-
pared with records in their name pool,

and it was determined that eighty per-

cent were duplicates. Only twenty per-

cent were unique.

I found through a study made by
another institution that I have at least

348 first, second, and third cousins, all

of whom could be searching for the

same pair of second great-grandparents.

From this you can see that dupli-

cation is tremendous in genealogical re-

search. It is for this basic reason that

President Kimball has directed us that

we should seek out our ancestors back
four generations. After that we should
work together as a Church through the

records extraction program.

Four generation program

What is our responsibility, then?

Let's think first of the four gener-

ation program. Since President Kim-
ball's address in April conference there

has been a great upsurge in genealogical

activity. People feel that the task of ge-

nealogy is now "do-able." Many
"brother and sister" families are group-

ing together to review their four-gener-

ation records to make sure that the

information is accurate. For example, in

my family I have five children. Those
five children are what can be described

as a "brother and sister" family. They,

with my wife and me helping them, are

going back over our four-generation

sheets. Soon we will know that every-

thing in those four-generation sheets is

accurate. We will then as a family pre-

pare not six or seven sets, but one set of

family group record forms.

The four-generation program is

somewhat like serving a full-time mis-

sion. When called as full-time mis-

sionaries, we concentrate completely on
this most important divine task. When
we complete those missions, we don't

lose interest in missionary work. We re-

main interested in missionary work but
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with a less concentrated emphasis than

during this full-time service.

Records extraction program

Our four-generation assignment is

like serving the full-time mission. When
we have, as a "brother and sister" fam-
ily, submitted the family group sheets,

we have in a sense completed our gene-

alogical mission. This does not mean
that we lose interest in genealogy. We
can still exercise our free agency and re-

search back as far as we wish. However,
there is another way for us to turn our

hearts to our fathers. Let me illustrate

the advantages and need for the records

extraction program.

If you were to come to Salt Lake
City and wanted to call me on the tele-

phone, you would use the telephone

book to find my number. Suppose as

you opened the telephone book, you
discovered that names were listed in a

chronological order on the basis of

when the telephones were installed and
also that there wasn't just one telephone

directory for Salt Lake City, but several.

You would first wonder which book
listed me and then start thumbing
through the book to discover when our

telephone was installed, in order to find

the number.

If someone were to cut up the tele-

phone books and rearrange all the list-

ings alphabetically and put them in one

book, how simple it would be to find

the number.

A number of years ago, if you
wanted to do genealogical research, it

was necessary to travel to the locality

where you thought the records of your

ancestors would be and receive per-

mission from the vicar, priest, or custo-

dian of the records to search them in

pursuit of your ancestry.

The Church recognized the tre-

mendous burden to Church members of

the cost in time and money of inter-

national travel, and it was determined

that the Genealogical Department
would send someone to secure per-

mission to microfilm the records and

then let the Church members use these

microfilms in a setting much more con-

venient to their homes. Records are re-

corded in chronological sequence much
like the telephone numbers being listed

according to the date the telephones

were installed.

This is where we are.

Where are we going?

The stakes will soon be introducing

a process whereby we can take all the

names from a microfilm, place them on

a card, and the computers will arrange

them alphabetically. This is called re-

cords extraction. These alphabetized

name hsts will be like a telephone book

which can be the basis for not only

temple work but also other future

references.

As I sit at a microfilm reading ma-

chine and take every name—one by

one—from these past records, I do this

for everyone whose ancestors are on

these records. Hereafter, they will not

have to hunt them like a needle in a

haystack, but once and for all these

names will be rearranged and prepared

telephone-book style.

Parallel to missionary work

I'm reminded that now I must
think of mortal generations, but it has

also occurred to me that reaching back

one premortal generation leads me to

our Eternal Father, and I suddenly real-

ize that every name I see in the record is

my brother or my sister. There is a par-

allel to this in missionary work where

we knock on every door.

Let us appreciate the efforts of the

past and the workers who have labored

so diligently. All the effort in genealogi-

cal research of the past is wonderful and

has given us a base on which to build.

We look with reverence and awe at

the contribution of the pioneers, We
live with them in their struggles and

hardships as some came across the

plains pushing handcarts. We are filled

with love and reverence for the hand-

carts and especially the hands that prop-
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elled them. We express no depreciation

for their mode of travel.

In our day we have air travel ap-

proaching and even beyond the speed

of sound. There are computers that at

our command help immeasurably in

reaching back and aiding us to turn our
hearts to the fathers.

Using the technological blessings

of today does not depersonalize; it

modernizes the quest for our roots.

From the perspective of our Father

in Heaven, what must we accomplish?

We must make available all the

exalting blessings of the gospel to all of

his children who have ever lived, if they

choose to accept them.

At what rate are we progressing?

As members of the Church we are

identifying approximately one million

names a year for these sacred ordi-

nances. At that rate it would require a

thousand years, or a millennium, to

identify one billion names. I'm not sure

his time schedule will allow us a millen-

nium for each billion of his children

who have lived.

With his blessings—spiritual bless-

ings, technological blessings—we can

accelerate the availability of exalting

opportunities to his children who are

awaiting our expression of love in turn-

ing our hearts to them. In the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder J. Thomas Fyans, a President

of the First Quorum of the Seventy has

just addressed us.

President Ezra Taft Benson of the

Council of the Twelve will be our

concluding speaker.

President Ezra Taft Benson

Genealogy

In the April general conference of

this year, President Spencer W. Kimball
said: "I feel the same sense of urgency

about temple work for the dead as I do
about the missionary work for the liv-

ing, since they are basically one and the

same. . .

.

"The First Presidency and the

Council of the Twelve," he continued,

"recently gave careful consideration as

to how we can lengthen our stride in

this tremendously important
responsibility. . .

.

"We want to emphasize again and
place squarely upon the shoulders of . . .

individuals and their families the obli-

gation to complete the four-generation

program. Families may extend their pe-

digree beyond the four generations if

desired.

"... We are introducing a Church-
wide program of extracting names from

genealogical records. Church members
may now render second-mile service

through participating in this regard in

extracting these names in this program
supervised by the priesthood leaders at

the local level." ("The True Way of Life

and Salvation," Ensign, May 1978, p. 4.)

This announcement will make
sweeping changes in the mechanics of

genealogical research and name sub-

mission for temple ordinance work. To
determine the effect on us individually

and collectively as family organizations,

let us consider what has and what has

not changed.

Unchanged responsibilities

First, I mention some things which
have not changed:

1. The Lord's mandate given in

section 128 of the Doctrine and Cov-

enants has not changed: "Brethren,


