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cover then that it is not difficult to fol-

low the teaching of the Prophet Joseph

Smith when he declared that we have as

our standard of daily conduct to be

"honest, true, chaste, benevolent, vir-

tuous, and [to do] good to all men" (Ar-

ticles of Faith 13). For if one has clean

hands and a pure heart, does justly,

loves mercy, seeks not vanity, and walks

humbly, the temptation to violate the

Decalogue will hardly ever enter into

his head.

I testify that he who obeys the com-

mandments and thus seeks the virtuous,

righteous life will find the pearl of great

price of knowledge of the Son of God
who is our Savior, and, finding this, will

have joy. If in addition he loves and

serves his fellowmen, he will add a

chain of pearls and will find eternal life

in the presence of his Heavenly Father

and that Savior.

We obey the ordinances which
make exaltation possible.

We follow and obey the code of
conduct which makes it certain.

This dual obedience, faithfully

kept, is our surest way of bearing testi-

mony that we honor the Lord God,
keep his commandments, and sustain

President Kimball as his prophet. These
are my desires as I bear witness of the

truth that the Lord Jesus Christ is our
Savior. In his holy name, amen.

President Marion G. Romney

Elder S. Dilworth Young, Emeritus

member of the First Quorum of the

Seventy, has just addressed us.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder M. Russell Ballard, Jr., of

the First Quorum of the Seventy.

Elder M. Russell Ballard, Jr.

On behalf of all of us, I'd like to

say, we love you. President Young.

Our little ones

Recently I held our first grandchild

in my arms and had the same feelings

come to me that I had when I held each

one of my own children shortly after

their birth. As I looked into their in-

nocent faces, these questions came into

my mind: "Who are you, my little one?

What does Heavenly Father want you

to accomplish in this life?" I imagine

that many of you parents have had the

same thoughts as you have held your in-

fant children.

I wonder if Spencer W. Kimball's

father had any idea, when he first held

this infant son, that into his home had

come a spirit ordained in the premortal

life to someday grow in such spiritual

strength and power that he would sit in

this great conference today as our

prophet and President of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints? It is

possible, my brothers and sisters, that

among the little ones in your homes and
in your care are spirit children that were
sent to you to be trained and prepared

to fulfill callings as General Authorities,

stake presidents, bishops. Relief Society

or Primary presidents. In someone's

home there is a little one sent from our
Heavenly Father that someday will be

called to sit in the seat where our great

prophet now sits. Whoever is training

our prophet of the future generations,

please train him well. Teach him to love

the Lord, the scriptures, and his fellow-

men as President Kimball loves us to-

day.

Preparation for eternal roles

What can we do to better prepare

our children spiritually for their eternal

roles? Perhaps the most inclusive an-
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swer is: Teach them how to hve the

principles of the gospel. To be good
teachers, we must learn to be better lis-

teners. Let me share one personal ex-

ample: Our first child, Clark, when he

was four years old, appeared to be

guilty of some minor wrongdoing that

at the time seemed to require some
sound fatherly counsel. I took him into

the bedroom and talked to him about

why he must not ever again do what I

had predetermined that he had done.

When I concluded my great discourse,

this little, brown-eyed boy looked into

my eyes and said, "But Daddy, I didn't

do it." Through his eyes his spirit talked

to me and I knew that he was telling me
the truth. I embraced him and asked for

his forgiveness. His spirit, though in a

four-year-old mortal body, spoke loudly

to me that day, and I learned from him
a great lesson: Always be a good
listener.

Oh how important it is for parents

to understand the eternal plan of our

Heavenly Father, as he sends his spirit

children here and entrusts them to us

for a few short years. Just think of it!

Within every human body dwells a liv-

ing spirit born to our loving, eternal

heavenly parents. When parents know
this, they can better guide their families

by focusing upon the eternal relation-

ships and the true purposes of this life.

No thinking parent would ever allow

any verbal or physical abuse of their

children to creep into their home and

destroy the destiny of their eternal

family.

Physical limitations

Some children receive mortal

bodies with limitations that might re-

strict their physical activities but not

their spiritual development. In the

Lord's eternal plan, perhaps the spiri-

tual growth of other family members re-

quired the presence of a child with

some physical limitation. Just this

month a lovely family shared with me
this poem written for their little girl:

She looks into the world darkly.

Though spiritual things do not hide.

Chosen to affliction bear.

As viewedfrom the mortal side.

Her spirit is not burdened;

To Heavenly Father she's perfectly

whole.

Who, and how great she is.

On this side, cannot be told.

She's a very special spirit,

In a very special place.

Those who have looked upon her,

Have seen an angel's face.

(Ed Joyner, "Vicki Ann," unpublished
.

)

Importance of each soul

I stand in awe when I consider the

great confidence Heavenly Father has

placed in you and me when he allows us

the privilege of being the mortal fathers

and mothers to his eternal spirit off-

spring. We must never forget that he

has a vested interest in every one of us,

and we must realize how important

each human soul is in God's eternal

plan. When we understand the impor-

tance of each soul, we can go before

him confidently in prayer to seek his

guidance and direction in our sacred as-

signment as parents. He said, "This is

my work and my glory—to bring to pass

the immortality and eternal life of man"
(Moses 1:39). This seems to me to best

sum up the important role that mortal

parents have in the great eternal plan of

life for each member of our families.

1 believe that most mortal bodies

grow to physical maturity with a rela-

tively simple effort on the part of par-

ents. When we see that our children

receive the proper rest, food, and exer-

cise, we find that the physical body gen-

erally grows into full maturity on
schedule. As the maturing process con-

tinues, we start to notice that the phys-

ical body begins to age. Wrinkles

appear where the skin was smooth.

Most hair turns gray, thins out a bit, and
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then ultimately turns white. The process

of aging continues and results in death.

The eternal spirit of man then leaves its

mortal home to return and report to our

Heavenly Father.

Spiritual values

Some parents become so expert at

filling every physical desire for their

children that they begin to suppose that

all is well in this life and that their eter-

nal stewardship is progressing right on
schedule. I have noticed that some chil-

dren living in too much luxury can lose

their sense of spiritual values and mis-

place their eternal priorities. I believe

that we must pause and take a careful

inventory to determine how well our

families are doing spiritually. We could

ask how well are we feeding, nurturing,

training, and exercising the spirits of

our children; or how well have we
taught, trained, loved, and inspired our

children to build their spiritual muscles

and strength? We are given many teach-

ing moments, and the Church has given

us the special family home evening to

help us accomplish this purpose. Re-

member, eternity is now, not a vague,

distant future. We prepare each day,

right now, for eternal life. If we are not

preparing for eternal life, we are pre-

paring for something else, perhaps
something far less.

I have noticed that the spirit of

man is not like the body as it grows
older, but rather is just the opposite. If

the spirit of man is properly cared for,

rather than becoming slower to move
and less capable, as the body does, the

spirit becomes more confident and
waxes strong in the presence of God.

(See D&C 121:45.) Through the eyes of

the strong in spirit we can feel their

power and strength. Those of us who
are blessed to know the First Presidency

and the members of the Council of the

Twelve can witness that the age of their

physical bodies has no relationship to

the capacity of their spirits. I testify that

when you clasp the hand of one of these

brethren you feel the power and the

strength of the spirit that is within them,

and you realize that through years of

obedient living of the gospel they have

developed their spirits to such a degree

that they now can strengthen the entire

Church. I know that thousands of our

Saints have learned that spiritual

growth is the most important part of

life. How blessed are children who are

raised by parents that understand and

teach this to them.

Solid spiritual training

My message, then, is this. We must
carefully and conscientiously provide

solid spiritual training for the eternal

growth of our children. Thoughtful
planning will be required because pro-

viding spiritual development for them is

not quite as simple as meeting their

physical needs.

The prophets of the Lord, both an-

cient and modern, have given clear in-

struction to you and me. Moses gave us

the basic Ten Commandments. The
Savior added to these instructions and
gave to us the everlasting gospel of

Jesus Christ. In 1820, our Heavenly Fa-

ther and his Beloved Son appeared per-

sonally to the Prophet Joseph and set in

motion the restoration of the fulness of

the gospel, with all of the necessary

priesthood powers to act in their names
in spiritual matters. As one becomes
more familiar with the revelations, both

ancient and modern, the evidence is

overwhelming that our Heavenly Fa-

ther is much more concerned with the

proper spiritual growth of his children

than with the physical.

It is beautiful to know that if we
can build upon a solid spiritual founda-

tion—if we can repent of our sins and

grow in wisdom, knowledge, and under-

standing—we can enjoy dwelling in the

presence of our Heavenly Father and

his Beloved Son, Jesus Christ, forever

and ever. This is eternal life, the great-

est of all the gifts of God (see D&C
14:7).

I know God lives and that all men
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are his children. 1 testify that Jesus is the

Christ and if all men will seek to know
the truth and follow his example we will

be able to live up to the spiritual expec-

tations of our Heavenly Father. May we

be blessed so to do, 1 pray in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Southeast Asia-Philippines Area, will

speak to us.

The Choir and congregation sang

the hymn, "The Spirit of God Like a

Fire Is Burning."

President Marion G. Romney

Elder M. Russell Ballard, Jr., of the

First Quorum of the Seventy has just

addressed us.

The Choir and congregation will

now join in singing, "The Spirit of God
Like a Fire Is Burning."

After the singing. Elder Jacob de

Jager, a member of the First Quorum of

the Seventy who is Supervisor of the

President Romney

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder Jacob de Jager of the First

Quorum of the Seventy. He is Super-

visor of the Southeast Asia-Philippines

Area.

We shall then be pleased to hear

from Elder L. Tom Perry of the Council

of the Twelve.

Elder Jacob de Jager

My dear brothers and sisters, I feel

confident to stand before you at this

hour, because just this morning I re-

ceived a very important telegram from

my seventeen-year-old daughter in

Hong Kong. I would like to share the

contents of that telegram with you. It

says: "Dad, good luck with your talk.

Love you. Audrey."

Knowing that Audrey is listening

in to the proceedings of this conference,

I would like to take the liberty to give

her an answer. "Thank you, Audrey. I

love you, too. Dad."

Advice of President Romney

My dear brothers and sisters, I still

remember the seminar for Regional

Representatives that 1 attended in 1972.

At the end of that seminar President

Marion G. Romney, on his way out of

the auditorium, walked through the

aisle where I was standing with two big

binders under one arm and a stack of

printed materials under the other arm.

President Romney stopped and said.

"Now, Brother de Jager, how are you

going to teach all these inspired

materials?"

I paused, thinking of an answer

that would satisfy a member of the First

Presidency of the Church. 1 replied,

"President Romney, I shall teach in

such a way that everyone will

understand."

President Romney, a twinkle in his

eye, said, "That's not enough; you shall

teach in such a way that no one will

misunderstand these divine materials."

Then he walked on.

Teachings easily mismiderstood

Now, many years later, I begin to

see more and more the wisdom of his

counsel. People do easily misunder-

stand, like the sweet old sister I met in

the ZCMI shopping mall the other day.

"Aren't you that Dutchman who
spoke in general conference a while

ago?" I said, "Yes, ma'am." Then she

continued, "Oh, I loved your Holland

story about the boy with his finger in


