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If our home teaching assignments

are to be given their proper priority,

then our preparation for those visits

must be careful and complete, tailored

to the individual needs of fathers and

mothers and their families. As home
teachers, should not this basic program

receive our earnest effort to seek inspi-

ration and guidance of the Lord in this

most sacred obligation?

God grant us the vision to see the

potential of our home teaching assign-

ments, and the desire to do his will to

watch over and strengthen those whom
we have been called to serve with a spe-

cial spirit of interest, concern, and love,

1 humbly pray in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President Marion G. Romney

Elder L. Tom Perry of the Council

of the Twelve has just spoken to us.

Before hearing President Kimball's

concluding remarks, we should like to

express, on behalf of all who have

listened to the singing during sessions of

this General Conference, appreciation

and our sincere gratitude to the

members of the Tabernacle Choir and
the Mormon Youth Chorus for provid-

ing us the beautiful and inspiring music

heard at this Conference. We are thank-

ful to their conductors and organists.

We thank all who have contributed

in various ways to the success and in-

spiration of this Conference, especially

the General Authorities who have given

such appropriate and inspiring

messages.

We appreciate the attention given

by local and national press representa-

tives and by representatives of radio

and television in reporting the sessions

of this Conference.

We thank our city officials for the

cooperation given this Conference; the

city traffic officers for courteously and

efficiently handling the increased traffic;

the fire department and the Relief So-

ciety and Church Health Unit nurses,

who have been on hand to render

service throughout the conference.

We are grateful to the Tabernacle

ushers for seating the great audiences of

these Conference sessions in such a

courteous manner.
We again express appreciation to

the owners and managers of the many
radio and television stations who have

given public service time to carry

sessions of this Conference in the

United States, Mexico, Central America
and Canada; by sateUite to Australia

and South America; and by short-wave

to Europe, Africa, and Latin America.
We thank the interpreters who

have provided translation for the

sessions of the Conference.

Our beloved Prophet, President

Spencer W. Kimball, will be our
concluding speaker of the Conference,

after which the Tabernacle Choir will

sing, "Behold, This Is the Way."
The benediction will then be

offered by Elder Adney Y. Komatsu of

the First Quorum of the Seventy, who is

Supervisor of the Hawaii-Pacific Isles

area.

This Conference will then stand

adjourned for six months.

President Spencer W. Kimball

My dear brothers and sisters, we
came together to wait upon the Lord, to

be cleansed and edified by his Spirit,

and to know in our hearts the spirit of
true worship.

We have not been disappointed.

The Lord has been with us by the power
of his Spirit, and it has been good for us

to be here.

1 hope we will go forth now, believ-
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ing the doctrines that have been
preached, taking the counsels of the

Brethren, and basking in the same spirit

that has uplifted and edified us while

here.

Let us conclude in a tone of testi-

mony and in the spirit of gratitude and

thanksgiving to him whose we are, who
has given us all that we have, and in

whose work we are engaged.

Paul's testimony

Our beloved brother Paul, after ac-

claiming "that Christ died for our
sins . .

.

"And that he was buried, and that

he rose again the third day according to

the scriptures," then said:

"If in this life only we have hope in

Christ, we are of all men most miser-

able" (1 Cor. 15;3-4, 19).

Then he taught and testified that

even as Christ is risen from the dead, so

will all men come forth from the grave;

each will then be judged according to

his works, and each will receive his ap-

pointed place in the mansions which are

prepared.

In that resurrected state, Paul said,

there are "celestial bodies, and bodies

terrestrial, and bodies telestial; but the

glory of the celestial, one; and the ter-

restrial, another; and the telestial, an-

other" (Inspired Version, 1 Cor. 15:40).

A practical religion

Now this system of revealed reli-

gion which has come to us by revelation

is a very practical religion. It deals with

flocks and herds and properties; it

teaches us how to get along with each

other here and now; it is a way of life

that turns a dreary and drab mortal ex-

istence into a glorious and exhilarating

experience.

An eternal plan

But it is much more than this. The
gospel of Jesus Christ is the eternal plan

of salvation. It is the plan devised and

announced by God, the Eternal Father,

for the salvation of all who will believe

and obey.

We are eternal beings. We have no

way of comprehending how long we

dwelt in the presence of God as his

spirit children. We are here in mortality

for a moment of testing and trial. Then
we will come forth in the resurrection,

receive an inheritance in whatever king-

dom we deserve, and go on living the

commandments to all eternity.

This life consists of a brief yes-

terday, a few short hours of today, and a

few moments tomorrow. The oldest

men among us scarcely live longer than

a hundred years. But the life that is to

be is forever. It will have no end. Men
will rise from the grave and not die

after. Life is eternal, unending; never

after the resurrection will the children

of our Father taste death.

We have a hope in Christ here and
now. He died for our sins. Because of

him and his gospel, our sins are washed
away in the waters of baptism; sin and
iniquity are burned out of our souls as

though by fire; and we become clean,

have clear consciences, and gain that

peace which passeth understanding.

(See Phil. 4:7.)

By living the laws of his gospel, we
gain temporal prosperity and maintain

health of body and strength of mind.
The gospel blesses us today.

But today is just a grain of sand in

the Sahara of eternity. We have also a

hope in Christ for the eternity that lies

ahead; otherwise, as Paul said, we
would be "of all men most miserable"

(ICor. 15:19).

Hope of eternal life

How great would be our sorrow—
and justly so— if there were no resurrec-

tion! How miserable we would be if

there were no hope of life eternal! If

our hope of salvation and eternal re-

ward should fade away, we would cer-

tainly be more miserable than those

who never had such an expectancy.

"But now is Christ risen from the
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dead, and become the firstfruits of them

that slept" (1 Cor. 15:20).

Now the effects of his resurrection

shall pass upon all men, "for as in

Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all

be made alive" (1 Cor. 15:22).

Now "as we have borne the image

of the earthy, we shall also bear the im-

age of the heavenly" (1 Cor. 15:49).

Now provision has been made
whereby "this corruptible shall . . . put

on incorruption, and this mortal

shall . . . put on immortality, then shall

be brought to pass the saying that is

written. Death is swallowed up in vic-

tory" (1 Cor. 15:54).

The bar ofjudgment

Then shall all men stand before the

bar of the great Jehovah to be judged

according to the deeds done in the flesh.

Those who have lived after the

manner of the world shall go to a teles-

tial kingdom whose glory is as the

stars.

Those who have been decent and

upright and who have lived respectable

and good lives will go to a terrestrial

kingdom whose glory is as the moon.
Those who have believed in Christ,

who have forsaken the world, who have

taken the Holy Spirit for their guide

and been willing to lay their all on the

altar, those who have kept the com-
mandments of God—they shall go to a

celestial kingdom whose glory is as the

Victory through Jesus

"O death, where is thy sting? O
grave, where is thy victory?" Paul asks,

(1 Cor. 15:55).

There is no victory in the grave, for

death is replaced with life. Immortality

is a free gift for all men through the

atoning ransom paid by the Son of God.
But, Paul says, "The sting of death

is sin," meaning that if men die in their

sins, they will suffer the prescribed pen-
alty and gain a lesser glory in the realms
ahead (1 Cor. 15:56).

"But thanks be to God," the an-

cient apostle continues, "which giveth

us the victory through our Lord Jesus

Christ" (1 Cor. 15:57).

If we are true and faithful, we shall

rise, not alone in immortality but unto

eternal life. Immortality is to live for-

ever in an assigned kingdom. Eternal

life is to gain exaltation in the highest

heaven and live in the family unit.

And so Paul exhorts the Saints:

"Therefore, my beloved brethren,

be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, for-

asmuch as ye know that your labour is

not in vain in the Lord.

"Watch ye, stand fast in the faith,

quit you Hke men, be strong." (1 Cor.

15:58; 16:13.)

Eternal hope in Christ

We have an eternal hope in Christ.

We know this life is given us to prepare

for eternity, "and that same sociality

which exists among us here will exist

among us there, only it will be coupled
with eternal glory, which glory we do
not now enjoy" (D&C 130:2).

We believe, and it is our testimony,

and we proclaim it to the world "that

there shall be no other name given nor

any other way nor means whereby sal-

vation can come unto the children of

men, only in and through the name of

Christ, the Lord Omnipotent" (Mosiah

3:17).

We know, and it is our testimony,

and we also proclaim it to the world

that to be saved men must "believe that

salvation was, and is, and is to come, in

and through the atoning blood of

Christ, the Lord Omnipotent" (Mosiah
3:18).

Thus, with Nephi, "we labor dili-

gently to write, to persuade our chil-

dren, and also our brethren, to believe

in Christ, and to be reconciled to God;
for we know that it is by grace that we
are saved, after all we can do.

"And we talk of Christ, we rejoice

in Christ, we preach of Christ, we
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prophesy of Christ, and we write ac-

cording to our prophecies, that our chil-

dren may know to what source they

may look for a remission of their sins."

(2 Ne. 25;23, 26; italics added.)

Also, with Nephi, we know the

course all men must pursue to gain an

eternal hope.

"The right way," he said, "is to be-

lieve in Christ, and deny him not; and

Christ is the Holy One of Israel; where-

fore ye must bow down before him, and

worship him with all your might, mind,

and strength, and your whole soul; and

if ye do this ye shall in nowise be cast

out" (2 Ne. 25:29).

Glory in Paul's words

We glory with Paul in these words
spoken of our beloved Lord: in him
"we have redemption through his

blood, even the forgiveness of sins:

"Who is the image of the invisible

God, the firstborn of every creature:

"For by him were all things cre-

ated, that are in heaven, and that are in

earth, visible and invisible, whether
they be thrones, or dominions, or prin-

cipalities, or powers: all things were cre-

ated by him, and for him:

"And he is before all things, and by
him all things consist.

"And he is the head of the body,

the church: who is the beginning, the

firstborn from the dead; that in all

things he might have the preeminence.
"For it pleased the Father that in

him should all fulness dwell." (Col.

1:14-19.)

And again with Paul we say:

"Wherefore God also hath highly

exalted him, and given him a name
which is above every name:

"That at the name of Jesus every

knee should bow, of things in heaven,

and things in earth, and things under
the earth;

"And that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the

glory of God the Father.

"Wherefore, my beloved, as ye

have always obeyed, not as in my pres-

ence only, but now much more in my
absence, work out your own salvation

with fear and trembling." (Phil. 2:9-12.)

Testimony of Peter

Now, relive with me this beautiful

testimony of Peter:

"When Jesus came into the coasts

of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his dis-

ciples, saying. Whom do men say that 1

the Son of man am?
"And they said. Some say that thou

art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and

others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.

"He saith unto them. But whom
say ye that 1 am?

"And Simon Peter answered and

said. Thou art the Christ, the Son of the

living God.
"And Jesus answered and said unto

him. Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona:

for flesh and blood hath not revealed it

unto thee, but my Father which is in

heaven.

"And I say also unto thee, That

thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will

build my church; and the gates of hell

shall not prevail against it." (Matt.

16:13-18.)

To the testimonies of these mighty

men and apostles of old—our brethren

in the ministry of the same Master—

I

add my own testimony. 1 know that

Jesus Christ is the Son of the living God
and that he was crucified for the sins of

the world.

He is my friend, my Savior, my
Lord, my God.

With all my heart I pray that the

Saints may keep his commandments,
have his Spirit, and gain an eternal in-

heritance with him in celestial glory.

Love and gratitude

My beloved brethren and sisters, as

we come to the final moments of these

glorious two days together, my heart

goes out to you in love and gratitude.

Everywhere I go, there is a great out-
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pouring of love and kindness, and for

that I am humbly thankful. It is manna
to my soul. Your prayers and your love

sustain me. The Lord hears your pray-

ers and blesses me and my Brethren

with health and strength and directs us

in the affairs of his kingdom here upon
the earth. For this all of us are deeply

grateful.

In return, I extend to you my love

and grateful thanks. As you return to

your wards and stakes, your missions,

and to your individual homes around

the world, I pray our Heavenly Father

to bless you and your families. Let the

messages and spirit of this conference

radiate and find expression in all that

you do henceforth—in your homes, in

your work, in your meetings, and in all

your comings and goings. Let us be bet-

ter Latter-day Saints now than we have

ever been before. I pray the Lord to

bless you; and as his servant, I bless you
and bid you a fond farewell.

In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

The Tabernacle Choir sang, "Be-

hold, This Is the Way."

Elder Adney Y. Komatsu
pronounced the benediction.

The Conference was adjourned for

six months.

GENERAL WELFARE SESSION
SATURDAY MORNING

GENERAL WELFARE SESSION

A Welfare Services Session was
held in connection with General Con-
ference on Saturday morning,
September 30, 1978, beginning at 7

o'clock. Invited to attend this meeting
were General Authorities, regional

representatives, stake presidencies, high

councilors involved in welfare work,

bishoprics, and stake and ward Relief

Society presidencies and others respon-

sible for operating welfare production

projects.

President Spencer W. Kimball
presided at this session and President N.

Eldon Tanner, First Counselor in the

First Presidency, conducted it.

President Tanner opened the meet-

ing with the following remarks:

President N. Eldon Tanner

President Spencer W. Kimball
presides at all sessions of the Confer-

ence and has asked me to conduct this

To better help you understand and
realize how to achieve personal goals

and family preparedness standards, we
are carrying on this meeting this morn-
ing. We will open by singing, "How
Firm A Foundation," with Brother

Donald Ripplinger conducting and
Brother Roy Darley at the organ. The
opening prayer will be offered by Elder

Wm. Grant Bangerter.

The congregation sang, "How Firm
A Foundation."

Elder Wm. Grant Bangerter
offered the invocation.

President Tanner

Our beloved President, President

Spencer W. Kimball, will be our first

speaker.


