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President Marion G. Romney

Elder Mark E. Petersen, a member
of the Council of the Twelve Apostles,

will be our first speaker.

He will be followed by Elder

Howard W. Hunter, a member of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles.

Elder Mark E. Petersen

Spring

The spring of the year is a most
welcome season. It is then that all life

seems to renew itself, when the promise
of the future appears brightest and hope
rises to its zenith. Indeed it is a time of
reawakened courage and confidence.

Spring! A time of renewal, a

revival in nature of the life that is all

about us, but especially a reaffirma-

tion of the divine promise of life

everlasting! It was spring when the

Savior made it all possible by his

atoning sacrifice and his resurrection.

It was in the spring when Jesus

gathered his disciples about him and
instituted the sacrament of the Lord's

Supper as a constant reminder of his

crucifixion.

It was in the spring when he

prayed so humbly in the garden as he

set the divine example by saying,

"Not as I will, but as thou wilt"
(Matt. 26:39).

It was then also that he prayed
so earnestly for his disciples, that

they would be united as one in the

heavenly cause, even as he and his

Father are one (see John 17:11).

In the early part of still another
year he said to his followers, "Be
one; ... if ye are not one ye are not
mine" (D&C 38:27).

"Is Christ divided?"

This oneness, this unity of ac-

tion and purpose, was vital to the

work. There was no room for con-
flict among his disciples, no place

for dissension, for as Paul demanded
of the contending Corinthians, "Is

Christ divided?" (1 Cor. 1:13).

When Jesus established his

church nearly 2,000 years ago, it was
in the hope that all mankind would
come in a unity of faith and knowl-

edge of the Son of God unto a state

of perfection, that we might become
Christlike in reality (see Eph. 4:13).

But Christianity as we know it

is not united. Among those who pro-

fess to believe in him there are wide

differences, much conflict, con-

tention, and even enmity at times, a

thing which is utterly foreign to the

humble prayer for unity which Jesus

offered just before his crucifixion.

Well might we ask with the

Apostle Paul, "Is Christ divided?" It

was he who pleaded with the Corin-

thians as they drifted apart, "I

beseech you, brethren, by the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all

speak the same thing, and that there

be no divisions among you; but that

ye be perfectly joined together in the

same mind and in the same judg-

ment" (1 Cor. 1:10).

Paul named four subdivisions or

separate denominations already exist-

ing in Corinth, a thing which he

firmly condemned (see 1 Cor. 1:12-

15). His former converts in that city

actually began to alter the doctrines

of Christ, even denying his resurrec-

tion (see 1 Cor. 15:12).

But this was not all. Division

continued to develop throughout
Christianity in that first century after

Christ. Most of the epistles of the

New Testament were written to com-

bat it.

Paul reprimanded not only the

Corinthians for their dissension, but
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also the Galatians, saying to them,

"I marvel that ye are so soon re-

moved from him that called you into

the grace of Christ unto another gos-

pel: Which is not another" (Gal. 1:6-

7).

He predicted dissension else-

where when he said, "I know this,

that after my departing shall grievous

wolves enter in among you, not spar-

ing the flock. . . , speaking perverse

things, to draw away disciples after

them" (Acts 20:29-30).

Peter predicted the rise of false

teachers, saying that "many shall

follow their pernicious ways" (see 2

Pet. 2:1-2).

To Titus, Paul said, "There are

many unruly and vain talkers and
deceivers" (Titus 1:10), and Jude

wrote of mockers who even then

walked "after their own ungodly
lusts," separating themselves from
the church of God (see Jude 18-19).

Early apostasy

This secession continued even
beyond the time of the Apostles, His-

torians tell us that during the first

century of Christianity at least thirty

different contending factions arose,,

splitting the original Church into a

confusion of discordant sectarian

groups. There was no longer any
unity in Christianity.

The names of some of the

denominations which arose in that

early time are —
The Judaeo-Christians, who

tried to Judaize the Christian religion

by introducing Mosaic rituals, includ-

ing circumcision.

The Millenarians,

The Encratites, who used water

instead of wine for the sacrament of

the Lord's Supper.

The Ebionites.

The Gnostics, who confused
gospel truth by mixing it with Greek
philosophy.

The Archontics, who believed in

seven heavens, each one presided

over by a prince; they also believed

in the Supreme Mother of Heaven, a

faith condemned in Jeremiah, chap-

ters seven and forty-four.

The Copts, who are still promi-

nent in Egypt.

The Syriac Christians, centered

in Damascus, at that time one of the

principal though paganistic cities in

the Middle East.

The Mandaeans, a baptist cult,

who opposed the rise of sprinkling as

a mode of baptism.

The Manichaeans.

The Quartodecimans.

The Hellenists, and a number of

others.

Within that same first century

the apostles and prophets of Chris-

tianity ceased to exist, and the con-

flicting sects declared that they no

longer needed either apostles and

prophets or current revelation. To a

large extent Greek scholarship and

philosophy took their place. No other

excuse could be found for the ab-

sence of those pillars of the Church.
They are not needed even now,

it is said by those who claim that the

Bible contains the full word of God.
This is sad evidence of the spiritual

darkness that come into the world.

Restoration of Christ's church

But a new day was predicted, a

time when all that God had ever giv-

en in the past would be restored to

earth. It was the Apostle Peter who
made this prediction, saying that in

the latter days all that was ever given

through the prophets from the begin-

ning of the world would be restored.

(See Acts 3:21.)

So Christ's church was destined

to come back to earth. But it would
arrive in the midst of these denom-
inational conflicts, which have con-

tinued to multiply even to our own
day.
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Signs of the true church

When it came, how could
Christ's restored church be distin-

guished from all the existing denomi-
nations? How would it be
recognized?

The scriptures clearly set forth

definite marks of identification so

that all who wish may avoid the con-

fusion. Let us mention just a few of

them.

The members of the true church

anciently did not call themselves

Christians, for that was but a nick-

name applied to them in derision by
those who hated Christ. The mem-
bers of the Church called themselves

saints, as may be seen from various

New Testament references (see Rom.
16:2; 1 Cor. 1:2), which are con-

firmed by Webster's dictionary and
by the Bible scholars. This, then, is

one of the identification marks of the

true Church. The members are called

saints.

Another important sign is that

the Church would be guided by con-
stant revelation through living proph-

ets. Amos had said that the Lord will

do nothing except through his autho-

rized prophets (see Amos 3:7). The
divine Church as restored, then, will

be led by living seers and revelators

receiving current direction from
heaven.

Paul explained this to the Ephe-
sians when he said that the whole
Church rests upon a foundation of
apostles and prophets with Jesus
Christ as the chief cornerstone (see

Eph. 2:19-20).

He added that these apostles and
prophets are to continue in the
Church until we all become perfect

(see Eph. 4:11-14; see also Matt.

5:48).

But prophets also were placed in

the Church for the work of the min-
istry. This would include preaching

of the word, of course, but also it

would be for the selection of those

who were to serve in the ministry.

Paul said that such persons must

be called of God as was Aaron, who
was chosen by current revelation

through a living prophet (see Heb.

5:4; Ex. 28:1). Paul himself was
called that way (see Acts 13:1-3). It

is the divine pattern.

Then the Lord's true church

may be further identified by the fact

that its ministers are called of God as

was Aaron, by current revelation giv-

en to a living prophet.

This brings up the matter of

communication between the Lord and

his church. How could he direct his

people unless he spoke to them?
Such communication would con-

stitute current revelation and would
be given only in the approved man-
ner to living prophets ministering

here on earth.

These are a few of the infallible

signs of the true Church. But there

are others. The Church of today must

be of modem origin. Does that sur-

prise you? Not an ancient church, but

of modem origin. That is a vital sign

of identification of the true church.

The Apostle Peter indicated that

the Church will be restored before

Christ's second coming (see Acts

3:19-21).

John the Revelator confirmed

this when he said that the Restoration

would occur in the hour of God's
judgment, which could relate to none

other than modem times (see Rev.

14:6-7).

The Savior spoke of the same
thing, adding that after the gospel is

finally preached abroad as a warning

to the nations, then will the end

come (see Matt. 24: 14). That cer-

tainly indicates modern times.

New and additional scripture

Another vital sign of the true

church is that it will produce new
and additional scripture, in addition

to the Bible, as was the case in an-

cient times.

The Bible is a compilation of



32

Saturday, March 31

GENERAL CONFERENCE

First Day

the books provided by ancient proph-

ets, beginning with Moses, and then

added to as each new prophet as-

sumed his place in history. Thus the

scripture became a growing thing. It

was another pattern of the Lord.

That same pattern applied to

New Testament times as well. Hence
we have the Gospels and other scrip-

tures of the New Testament. The
Lord did not change his system.

Since the Lord is the same in all

generations, the true church today

also must provide new scripture in

addition to the Bible.

There are various other signs of

the true church too, but they are too

numerous to mention in this short

time. But let us say that no one iso-

lated point can unerringly identify the

Church. All the signs must be there,

fitly joined together, as the Apostle

Paul told the Corinthians (see 1 Cor.

1:10; see also Eph. 2:19-21; 4:11-

16).

If we seek the divine church we
must find in it all of these infallible

marks of indentification. If these

signs are lacking, it is fair notice that

we must look elsewhere.

Apostles and prophets

We Latter-day Saints testify that

the Lord's divine church has been
restored to earth as the scriptures

say, that it is of modem origin, that

it provides new revelation and addi-

tional scripture, and that it stands

today, as anciently, upon a founda-
tion of living apostles and prophets,

with Jesus Christ himself as the chief

cornerstone.

All the signs of the divine
church are here, not just a few. They
are available to everyone for careful

examination.

We spoke of spring, that time of

resurgence of life and hope and joy.

It was on a beautiful spring day in

1820 when the Almighty shattered

the seal which had closed the heav-
ens for centuries.

He descended to the earth in the

state of New York and called a mod-
em prophet, a youth as pure and un-

spoiled and as promising as the

spring day itself.

This boy became a modern
spokesman for God. Through him
were all things restored as Peter said.

And who was he? Joseph Smith, Jr.,

the seer and revelator of modern
times. He labored humbly and com-
pletely under the direction of the

Savior himself.

Christ is the Master. Joseph was
his servant. Christ is the Redeemer
and Messiah for whose coming we
eagerly wait. Jo.seph was the messen-

ger sent to prepare the way before

him.

So now we have a new kind of

springtime which is most significant,

a heaven-sent springtime of world

events, blossoming into a summer of

resplendent spirituality.

The cold and dark winter with-

out heavenly guidance, when the

heavens were sealed over our heads,

gives way to the springtime of new
revelation, when Christ brought back

to earth his truth and his Church.
New heavenly light has burst

forth. A new day has dawned, a day

of hope and truth which eventually

will blend into a thousand years of

Millennium and then on into eternal

life in the kingdom of God.
From this tabemacle the modern

prophets speak. Our great present-

day prophet. President Spencer W.
Kimball, this morning gave to you
God's message for this present day,

for the year 1979. He is the mouth-
piece of God. He is the spokesman
for God right now. So are his in-

spired counselors. So is the entire

group of twelve inspired men, duly

ordained as apostles of the Lord
Jesus Christ, also for today.

Testimony of God and Jesus Christ

Prophets of God and apostles of

the Lord Jesus Christ minister again
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on the earth. They are here now.

They sit here before you. Unitedly

and as one voice, they testify of him
and for him. They testify to you and

for you, and their testimony is true.

God is no longer a remote

being; he is here among us by his

Holy Spirit. The Savior is no mythi-

cal person. He is a great reality and

he lives. He too is here among us by

his ordained representatives, the

apostles and prophets.

May we have the good sense to

listen to these inspired men. May we
be humble enough to accept their

guidance.

May we accept the invitation of

the Savior to learn of him and to do

so through the righteous men he has

raised up today for the perfecting of

the Saints, for the work of the min-

istry, and for the edifying of the

body of Christ. For this I humbly

pray, in the sacred name of the Lord

Jesus Christ, amen.

President Marion G. Romney

Elder Mark E. Petersen, a member
of the Council of the Twelve Apostles,

has just spoken to us.

We shall now hear from Elder

Howard W. Hunter, also a member of

the Council of the Twelve Apostles.

Elder Howard W. Hunter

President Wiiford Woodruff

President Wiiford Woodruff once

had a remarkable experience to which I

would like to refer. He first publicly

mentioned the incident at general

conference in October of 1880. Sixteen

years later he gave further details in a

discourse delivered at the Weber Stake

conference, and his remarks were

published in The Deseret Weekly. In the

1880 conference President Woodruff
told of dreams he had after the death of

the Prophet Joseph Smith in which he

conversed with the Prophet many times.

He then related another dream in which
he talked with Brigham Young, and this

is what he said about it:

"I saw Brother Brigham and
Brother Heber ride in [a] carriage
ahead of the carriage in which I rode
when 1 was on my way to attend

conference; and they were dressed in

the most priestly robes. When we ar-

rived at our destination I asked Prest.

Young if he would preach to us. He
said, 'No, I have finished my testi-

mony in the flesh I shall not talk to

this people any more. But (said he) I

have come to see you; I have come

to watch over you, and to see what
the people are doing. Then (said he)

I want you to teach the people — and
I want you to follow this counsel
yourself— that they must labor and so
live as to obtain the Holy Spirit, for

without this you cannot build up the

kingdom; without the spirit of God
you are in danger of walking in the

dark, and in danger of failing to ac-

complish your calling as apostles and
as elders in the church and kingdom
of God. And, said he. Brother Jo-

seph taught me this principle.' "
(Journal of Discourses, 21:318.)

President Woodruff then went
on to say of that experience, as he
spoke at the Weber Stake conference,

essentially what I want to say today:

"Every man and woman in this

Church should labor to get that Spir-

it. We are surrounded by these evil

spirits that are at war against God
and against everything looking to the

building up of the kingdom of God;
and we need this Holy Spirit to en-

able us to overcome these in-

fluences." (Deseret Weekly, 1 Nov.
1896, p. 643.)


