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nities for service in the Church or in

the community because we might

make a mistake.

"For God hath not given us the

spirit of fear; but of power, and of

love, and of a sound mind" (2 Tim.
1:7). What a tragedy it is in our lives

when we are afraid to try, afraid to

make decisions, afraid to trust the

Lord, or even afraid to make an error

in judgment. Oh, that we could re-

member the great teaching of the

Savior to Peter when fear caused him
to fail to walk and to even sink.

"But the ship was now in the

midst of the sea, tossed with waves:

for the wind was contrary.

"And in the fourth watch of the

night Jesus went unto them, walking

on the sea.

"And when the disciples saw
him walking on the sea, they were
troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and

they cried out for fear.

"But straightway Jesus spake

unto them, saying. Be of good cheer;

it is I; be not afraid.

"And Peter answered him and

said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me
come unto thee on the water.

"And he said. Come. And when
Peter was come down out of the

ship, he walked on the water, to go

to Jesus.

"But when he saw the wind
boisterous, he was afraid; and begin-

ning to sink, he cried, saying. Lord,

save me.
"And immediately Jesus

stretched forth his hand, and caught

him, and said unto him, O thou of

little faith, wherefore didst thou

doubt?" (Matt. 14:24-31.)

Fears in our lives can be con-

quered if we will but have faith and
move forward with purpose.

Nothing impossible with God's help

To reemphasize: the constant

nursing of personal hurts is a crutch

for those who would move with hesi-

tation, if at all. Yielding to the pains

of tragedy and grief deters self-devel-

opment and takes away the opportu-

nity for triumph over trying

obstacles. Being fettered with habits

and mistakes of misconduct relegates

a person to being a victim of his

errors. Letting fears inhibit progress

is but another evidence of one's un-

willingness to try because of the fear

of failure. Roadblocks to eternal

progress are cast aside when resolves

are made that no man needs to walk

alone. It is a happy day when we
come to know that with God's help

nothing is impossible for us.

May we strive for that day and

knowledge, I humbly pray. God does

live. He does hear and answer our

prayers. To these truths I leave my
testimony and witness. In the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Marvin J. Ashton, a member
of the Council of the Twelve Apostles,

has just spoken to us.

We shall now hear from Elder

Loren C. Dunn, a member of the First

Quorum of the Seventy, and supervisor

of the Australia-New Zealand Area.

He will be followed by elder Theo-

dore M. Burton, a member of the First

Quorum of the Seventy, and supervisor

of the Europe Area.

Elder Loren C. Dunn

The most unique feature of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints is that it is governed by the

Savior, through the promptings and di-

rection of the Spirit.

Those called to serve will pray-

erfully seek the inspiration of the

Spirit to supplement and even go be-

fore tneir own natural abilities.

Whenever the Church is upon the
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earth, there is always this reference

to the Spirit as a guide. This is true,

no matter what the background of the

leaders might be.

Paul

Two classic examples of this are

Paul, the great New Testament
prophet, and Brigham Young, the

second president of the Church. Paul

was a Pharisee and a pupil of Gama-
liel. In addition to this, he was a

member of the Sanhedrin. If anyone
could approach his work with the

credentials of an intellectual and a

scholar, he could. Yet after his con-

version, he was very careful to draw
a distinction between these two ap-

proaches. In his letter to the Corin-

thians, he said:

"Now we have received, not the

spirit of the world, but the spirit

which is of God; that we might know
the things that are freely given to us

of God.
"Which things also we speak,

not in the words which man's wis-

dom teacheth, but which the Holy
Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual

things with spiritual." (See 1 Cor.

2:11-14.)

Brigham Young

Brigham Young was a pragma-
tist, level-headed and down-to-earth.

A glazier by trade, he became the

second president of the Church after

the death of the Prophet Joseph
Smith. He led the Saints into a track-

less waste and kept them from per-

ishing until they forged a new life by
making the desert blossom as the

rose (see Isa. 35:1). He recognized

the practical and sensible aspects of
religious life and service to God; yet

from this down-to-earth, practical

prophet come these words:

"The eye, the ear, the hand, all

the senses may be deceived, but the

Spirit of God cannot be deceived;

and when inspired with that Spirit,

the whole man is filled with knowl-

edge, he can see with a spiritual eye,

and he knows that which is beyond
the power of man to controvert"

(Journal of Discourses, 16:46).

We learn from these two great

prophets that there is need to go
beyond the word and find the power
and strength that can come from the

Spirit.

The Holy Ghost

When we speak of the Spirit,

we refer to the gift of the Holy
Ghost. While the light of Christ en-

lightens all who come into the world,

the spirit of the Holy Ghost is some-
thing more. The Holy Ghost is the

third member of the Godhead; a per-

sonage of spirit, he speaks not for

himself, but testifies to all that Jesus

is the Christ, the Son of God, and
conveys to man the mind and will of

the Lord (see John 16:13-15). He has

a sanctifying and cleansing influence

upon the souls of men and is the

source of spiritual gifts. Just as

Ephesians tells us that there is one
Lord, one faith, and one baptism (see

Eph. 4:5), so this gift of the Holy
Ghost can only come in one way.

Only the right authority is acceptable

for baptism and conferring the gift of

the Holy Ghost, and this was made
clear when Paul traveled to Ephesus
and rebaptized some who had not

been baptized with the right authority

and then conferred upon them the

Holy Ghost (see Acts 19).

While the Spirit of the Holy
Ghost will witness to a person that

this is the gospel of Jesus Christ, the

gift of the Holy Ghost comes only

after a person has been baptized into

the Church. It can be identified with

feelings of peace and assurance to

the prayerful and honest seeker for

truth, and thus the scripture:

"Yea, behold, I will tell you in

your mind and in your heart, by the

Holy Ghost, which shall come upon
you and which shall dwell in your

heart" (D&C 8:2). 'Therefore, you

shall feel that it is right" (D&C 9:8).
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Become spiritually conditioned

Some think that our ultimate

judgment and reward will be based

on how many laws and command-
ments we keep and how many we do
not keep. While in a sense this is

true, it misses the broader and spiri-

tual purpose for keeping the com-
mandments. When I was younger, I

lived to play basketball. It was on

my mind constantly. I spent count-

less hours practicing. Gradually I be-

gan to go through the moves
automatically, without thinking about

them. Physically and mentally I had

become conditioned to do certain

things by instinct. I had practiced

them until they became natural to

me.

In like manner, we keep the

commandments and teachings of the

gospel in order to condition us spiri-

tually. It is not a matter of how
many laws we keep and how many
we do not keep. We keep the com-
mandments because they are the laws

that govern the Spirit. The Spirit in

turn will sanctify us, condition us

spiritually, and eventually prepare us

to live in the kingdom where God is.

Hence the scripture: "They who are

not sanctified through the law which

I have given unto you, even the law

of Christ, must inherit another king-

dom" (D&C 88:21). The laws that

govern the Spirit are nothing more
nor less than the laws that govern the

Church. In addition, there is also an

outpouring of the Spirit for those loy-

al to and willing to uphold the proph-

et and others who have been called

to preside.

That the Spirit can and should

have power in our lives and that we
can have definite and measurable ex-

periences associated with the Spirit is

quite clear. One need only refer to

the great variety of gifts of the Spirit

promised to all who live the laws and

commandments of Christ.

We should seek the Spirit

through the prayer of faith and

through keeping the commandments,
including partaking of the sacrament

worthily, so that we might "have his

Spirit to be with [us]" (D&C 20:79).

"Have ye spiritually been bom of

God?"

The sons of Mosiah, for in-

stance, were fasting and praying in

preparation for their mission to the

Lamanites; they wanted a portion of

the Spirit of the Lord to go with

them and abide with them. The an-

swer is recorded in this verse: "And
it came to pass that the Lord did visit

them with his Spirit, and said unto

them: Be comforted. And they were
comforted" (Al. 17:10). Would you
not be comforted if the Lord, by his

Spirit, gave you the same
experience?

The prophet Alma says: "And
now behold, I ask of you, my breth-

ren of the church, have ye spiritually

been bom of God? Have ye received

his image in your countenances?

Have ye experienced this mighty
change in your hearts?" (Al. 5:14.)

Alma was making sure that the

members of the Church had not just

received the gift of the Holy Ghost,

but also had truly received the sancti-

fying and cleansing power of that

great Spirit. He said the way you can

tell is when you become refreshed

spiritually, as if you had been born

anew. He said that the feelings and

attitudes of your heart will be truly

changed for the good. That your very

appearance will beging to take upon
itself the image of Christ.

Power of the Holy Spirit

What a great and powerful
friend is this gift of the Holy Ghost!

Certainly all who will turn to the

Savior and abide by his laws will be

healed by this Spirit (see 3 Ne.

9:13). They will have the mind of

Christ (see 1 Cor. 2:16), they will be

"partakers of the divine nature" (2
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Pet. 1:4), they will begin to have the

image of Christ in their countenances
(see Al. 5:14). Truly the gospel

comes, as Paul said, not only in

word, "but also in power," the sanc-

tifying, cleansing, soul-enlarging
power of the Holy Spirit (1 Thess.

1:5).

After the death of the Prophet
Joseph Smith, Brigham Young had a

dream in which Joseph Smith ap-

peared to him with the following ad-

vice: "Tell the brethren to keep their

hearts open to conviction, so that

when the Holy Ghost comes to them,
their hearts will be ready to receive

it. They can tell the Spirit of the

Lord from all other spirits; it will

whisper peace and joy to their souls;

it will take malice, hatred, strife and
all evil from their hearts; and their

whole desire will be to do good,
bring forth righteousness and build

up the kingdom of God. Tell the

brethren if they will follow the spirit

of the Lord they will go right. Be
sure to tell the people to keep the

Spirit," he said. (Elden J. Watson,
comp.. Manuscript History of Brig-

ham Young 1846-47, Salt Lake
City, 1971, pp. 529-30.)

The Spirit sanctifies, prepares us to

meet Clirist

And these final words from the

Doctrine and Covenants: "Therefore,

sanctify yourselves that your minds
become single to God, and the days

will come that you shall see him; for

he will unveil his face unto you, and
it shall be in his own time, and in his

own way, and according to his own
will" (D&C 88:68).

And thus we have the end result

of the workings of the Spirit, to

bring us face to face with Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Redeemer.
Loyalty to the prophets and

prayerful obedience to the word of

God will bring the power of the Spir-

it. The enlarging influence of the

Spirit will sanctify us, will condition

us spiritually, and prepare us to see

Him face to face and converse as one
speaketh to another, and to live in

his kingdom, even the celestial

kingdom.

The witness of the Holy Ghost
As born by those who know
Has lifted me again to thee,

Father of my soul.

While listening to them testify,

The Spirit fills my heart,

Dispells the gloom, Confirms the

right.

Pure truth it does impart.

1 know that thou are in thy heav'n,

I know the Savior reigns;

I know a prophet speaks to us

For our eternal gain.

The Holy Spirit moves all doubt
It lights the heart of man.
It says to all, "return to me.
Come follow my great plan."

My eyes are wet, my heart is full,

The Spirit speaks today.

Oh Lord, wilt thou my life renew
And in my bosom stay.

As testimony fills my heart.

It dulls the pain of days;

For one brief moment heaven's view

Is fixed before my gaze.

May the Lord help us to reach

beyond the words of life and to cap-

ture this great spirit, I pray. In the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Loren C. Dunn, a member of

the First Quorum of the Seventy, and
supervisor of the Australia-New Zea-

land Area, has just spoken to us.

We shall now hear from Elder

Theodore M. Burton, a member of the

First Quorum of the Seventy, and

supervisor of the Europe area.

He will be followed by Elder

Marion D. Hanks, a member of the

Presidency of the First Quorum of the

Seventy.


