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Elder Theodore M. Burton

My brothers, sisters, and friends,

when the First Presidency invited me to

speak at this conference, I asked myself:

"What message do the people of
Europe most need to hear?" These
conference messages will be broadcast

and this is my opportunity to speak to

them. At the same time it appeared to

me that their most basic need might
well coincide with the fundamental
need of people all over the earth.

The principles of love

The basic need in Europe is for

the people to be taught true prin-

ciples of love. I speak of love as

meaning a lack of personal self-

ishness. True love is the exact oppo-
site of the present philosophy of

selfishness which seems to permeate

the world. Selfish interests color

people's dealings with each other and
even color person-to-person contact

within the family.

True love is based on personal

unselfishness, but our modern world

does not seem to understand this.

Modem man has lost his capacity to

love. Jesus warned us that one of the

principal characteristics of the last

days would be that love among the

people would gradually die. Jesus

said, "Because iniquity shall abound,

the love of many shall wax cold"
(Jos. Smith 1:10; see also Matt.

24:12). My thesis is that the iniquity

of which he spoke is based on per-

sonal selfishness. That is the reason

why love among the people is dying.

Jesus warned that iniquities in

the last days would become so great

"that, if possible, they shall deceive

the very elect, who are the elect ac-

cording to the covenant" (Jos. Smith
1:22; see also Matt. 24:24). I under-

stand this to mean that eventually

even the most faithful of the Lord's

covenant Saints will become con-
taminated and threatened by modem-

day philosophies. I believe it is for

this reason that unless these days are

shortened none of us could long re-

main unaffected by such trends.

Avoid personal selfishness

It may well be that the present

attitude of personal selfishness is the

cause of most of the unhappiness
with life among the people of the

world. It shows up even in our daily

occupations. For instance, when a

person is offered a job, he seldom
asks what opportunities the job offers

to be of service to others. His first

question is "What is there in this job
for me?" The salary offered is too

low. Having to move to or live in a

given city is not convenient. He does
not want to travel. He does not want
to be confined to a desk, or he does
not want to work such long hours.

Before he even begins to work he

asks, "What retirement benefits will

I receive?" He is not interested in

challenges, but only in security.

May I first speak to young
people about personal selfishness in

courtship? Actually, what is the main
purpose for dating? Isn't it to get to

know another person well eriough to

know what kind of a partner that per-

son would be? Isn't it to leam to

know that other person's character,

interests, talents, and abilities? Or is

dating merely an opportunity to satis-

fy one's passions? Each person will

have to answer that question for him-

self. However, a sure guide would be

to follow the words of the Savior:

"Again I say unto you, let every

man esteem his brother as himself"
(D&C 38:25).

The necessity to practice unself-

ish love in courtship becomes im-

perative in marriage. Persons
interested only in romance soon find

the realisms of marriage too much to

cope with. Yet in magazines and
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books emphasis is placed on romance
and material pleasures. This is almost

the exclusive appeal of advertising. It

is demonstrated over and over again

in moving pictures and on television.

It is the exclusive appeal of por-

nographic literature. People become
conditioned by this exposure and

grow up expecting only personal

gratification in marriage. Personal

selfishness is the main reason for the

present high divorce rate throughout

the world.

This desire for personal grat-

ification results in disharmony in

marriage. Couples interested only in

themselves don't communicate. Lack
of communication then becomes a

major stumbling block in developing

true love. Lack of communication
coupled with the postponement of

children is based on selfishness, as is

the greater evil of abortion. We
shudder as we read in Leviticus of

the sacrifices of idol worshipers of

that time who fed their children into

the fiery maw of the iron god Mo-
lech. Is personal selfishness which
results in abortion any less repulsive

to God, as modem people through

abortion offer the sacrifice of their

children to their idol of selfish

materialism?

In Europe families are limited to

a point where couples are more or

less ostracized by neighbors and
friends if they have more than two
children. Some European nations are

even now beginning to decline in

population as birth control and abor-

tion become a way of life. Far too

many wives are working in order that

the couple may have its own home, a

car, colored television, or extensive

vacation trips. Children for such

couples are an unwanted handicap

and a needless expense.

Why bother to marry when chil-

dren are neither wanted nor ex-

pected? Why burden oneself with

marriage when couples expect to

change partners when they tire of one

another? What is the need for virtue

when one's goal is only self-satisfac-

tion? If ever there was a need for the

restoration of truth in a world where

man is only interested in his own
pleasure and self-gratification, it is

now!

A gospel of love

As I see how many people, not

only in Europe but everywhere, quar-

rel and antagonize one another, I un-

derstand better why Jesus continually

emphasized the need for love. The
gospel of Jesus Christ is a gospel of

love. A life of love is not an easy

life to live, especially when one lives

in a world where strife with neigh-

bors and strife within one's own fam-
ily is so common. People have been
hurt so often in the past that they are

constantly on guard one against an-

other. They have drawn a defensive

circle around themselves so tightly it

is difficult to penetrate. Yet they

need to be taught love.

Strife in families leads to wife

abuse and child abuse. This, too,

comes through personal selfishness.

It is so common in the world that we
even find it creeping into the Church.

As the Church grows rapidly we
must teach love with increasing ef-

fectiveness. This is why our Church
leaders continually caution home
teachers to care for their families and
"watch over the church always, and
be with and strengthen them;

"And see that there is no in-

iquity in the church, neither hardness

with each other, neither lying, back-

biting, nor evil speaking" (D&C
20:53-54).

Avoid contention

Jesus, out of pure unselfish

love, gave his life for our sakes. Had
he been as selfish as people are now-
adays, there would have been no

atonement. We would have been cut

off from the presence of God forever

and left to be carnal, sensual, and
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devilish. But Jesus was not selfish.

He prepared a way whereby every

man and every woman may find per-

sonal happiness and great joy in life.

That joy, however, must come in the

Lord's way through unselfish love.

I understand now why Jesus al-

ways spoke out so strongly against

disputations and contention. Con-
tention is of the devil and not of

God. I see the need for modern
prophets to be in communication
with God. I see their strivings to lead

God's children toward truth and
righteousness. Their message may be

unpopular, but it is needed, for it is

the only way to happiness. O people

both within and without the Church,

please realize that we are living in

the last days. It is a day when love is

waxing cold. People who will not

listen to these warnings are preparing

themselves for destruction. Jesus

Christ will soon come in power and
glory. When he comes only those

will be spared who have learned to

love God and one another with all

their heart, might, mind, and
strength.

I testify that God lives, that

Jesus is the risen Christ, and that

God speaks to us today in the only

way he can, through divinely called

prophets who know the truth of these

things. Please listen! In the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Theodore M. Burton, a

member of the First Quorum of the

Seventy, and supervisor of the Europe
Area, has just addressed us.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder Marion D. Hanks, a

member of the Presidency of the First

Quorum of the Seventy.

Elder Marion D. Hanks

My testimony today is one of

gratitude.

At a family gathering a few nights

ago, we discussed the fact that today is

the anniversary of our mother's birth.

I thought that night how much
the generations owe each other, how
much we learn from each other, how
we should love and appreciate each

other. One of mother's grandsons

said he had watched with wonder-
ment as his tiny daughter paged
through her storybook, moistening

her first finger to turn the pages as

she had seen her daddy do as he read

his books. Actually, she was moist-

ening the finger on her left hand and
turning the pages with the finger on
her right hand! But that only served

to emphasize both the power of ex-

ample and the fact that she, like all

the rest of us, is yet learning.

God loves all of his children

As I observed two of our lovely

grown daughters that night an in-

cident from the past came to mind
that forms the burden of my brief

message today. I still think of it with

a tendency to tears. Another little girl

had joined our family and was of

course much loved. Occasionally I

had called her older sister "Prin-

cess," but had thought about that,

and, since the second young lady

was equally deserving of royal treat-

ment, had concluded that it would be
well for her to share the title, if it

were used at all.

So one day I called to her,

"Come on, Princess. Let's go to the

store for mother.
'

' She seemed not to

hear. "Honey," her mother said,

"daddy is calling you."


