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Sunday, April 1

GENERAL CONFERENCE

Second Day

President Tanner

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder Robert D. Hales, a member
of the First Quorum of the Seventy, and

President of the England London Mis-

sion.

We shall then be pleased to hear

from Elder Boyd K. Packer, a member
of the Council of the Twelve Apostles.

Elder Robert D. Hales

I bring you greetings from the

Saints and missionaries in the British

Isles, especially those in the England
London Mission where my dear com-
panion, Mary, and I are currently serv-

ing.

What a joy it is to speak as a

missionary and a special witness of

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints in my calling as a Seventy

in this great restored church. Every
missionary and every member of the

Church has the right— yes, even the

obligation — to bear testimony of
Jesus Christ to his friends, family,

and neighbors in mildness and in

meekness.

"What think ye of Christ?"

Every person in the world at

some point in his eternal progression

is one day going to have to come to

the moment of truth when he must
answer the question, "What think ye

of Christ?" (Matt. 22:42).

Think of that. At one point in

our eternal progression, each one of

us is going to have to answer the

question, Who is Jesus Christ? We
are told that every eye shall see,

every ear shall hear, and every knee
shall bow, every tongue should con-

fess that Jesus Christ is Lord (see

Philip. 2:10-11); "When all men
shall stand to be judged of him, then

shall they confess that he is God"
(Mosiah 27:31; see also Rom. 14:11

and D&C 76:110).

What think ye of Christ? Whom
say ye that I am?

"While the Pharisees were gath-

ered together, Jesus asked them,
"Saying, What think ye of

Christ? whose son is he? They say

unto him. The Son of David."
Jesus answered them, "If David

then call him Lord, how is he his

son?

"And no man was able to an-

swer him a word, neither durst any
man from that day forth ask him any
more questions." (Matt. 22:41-42,

45-46.)

On another occasion the people

answered Jesus, saying, "Who is this

Son of man? . . .

"But though he had done so

many miracles before them, yet they

believed not on him." (John 12:34,

37.)

Still yet another time Jesus
asked his disciples, saying, "Whom
do men say that I the Son of man
am?" (Or stated another way, whom
do men say that I the Son of God
am?)

"And they said. Some say that

thou art John the Baptist: some,

Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of

the prophets.

"He saith unto them. But whom
say ye that I am?

"And Simon Peter [the senior

member of the Twelve Apostles] an-

swered and said. Thou art the Christ,

the Son of the living God." (Matt.

16:13-16.)

Jesus conversed on another oc-

casion with a woman in Samaria:

"The woman saith unto him,

Sir, I perceive that thou art a

prophet. . . .

"The woman saith unto him
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[further], I know that Messias
Cometh, which is called Christ: when
he is come, he will tell us all things.

"Jesus saith unto her, I that

speak unto thee am he." (John 4:19,

25-26.)

What think ye of Christ and
whom say ye that he is? Many Chris-

tians profess to follow Jesus Christ

but do not know him:

"And this is life eternal, that

they might know thee the only true

God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou

hast sent" (John 17:3).

We can know Jesus Christ

Many profess to be Christians

and yet do not believe that Jesus

Christ is the literal Son of God, in-

deed, the eldest son of God the Fa-

ther. Men are willing to follow some
of his teachings but do not recognize

the divine, eternal purpose and the

significance of his life to all man-
kind. "What think ye of Christ?"

and "Whom say ye that I am?"
These were questions asked by Jesus

to make men think, so that he might
teach them who he was, that they

might use their own free agency,

come to their own conclusions and

commitments, follow him, and gain a

testimony that he is the Son of God,
our Redeemer.

Using the sacred scriptures we
can know Jesus Christ. He is more
than a great teacher; he is the Mes-
siah. He was willing to lay down his

life for us; he is the only one who
could, as these scriptures testify:

"Neither is there salvation in

any other: for there is none other

name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved"

(Acts 4:12).

"I am the Lord thy God; and 1

give unto you this command-
ment—that no man shall come unto

the Father but by me or by my word,

which is my law, saith the Lord"
(D&C 132:12).

"Jesus saith unto him, I am the

way, the truth, and the life: no man
Cometh unto the Father, but by me"
(John 14:6).

The mission and life of Jesus Ciirist

Who is he? From the scriptures

we learn more about him: First, the

Light of Christ is in all men. It leads

men to accept the gospel and gain a

testimony of Him. It is because of

the Light of Christ that all men know
good from evil — the guidance of a

conscience. (See Moro. 7:12-19.)

Jesus Christ is a god; he is the

Jehovah of the Old Testament and

the Savior of the New Testament (see

Abr. 2:7-8).

Jesus Christ dwelt in the heav-

ens with his Father, and we dwelt

with them as spirit children of God
the Father (see John 1:1-5).

Jesus Christ presented his Fa-

ther's eternal plan, that plan of which

we are all part. We come to this

earth to undergo testing for a pro-

bationary period and to have opposi-

tion in all things. Through the eternal

principle of free agency, we are free

to choose liberty and eternal life and

return to God's presence if we live

righteous lives; or to choose captivity

and spiritual death. (See Moses 4:1-

4.)

Jesus Christ is the creator of all

things on earth, under the direction

of his Father (see Moses 1:33; Eph.

3:9). "The Father sent the Son to be

the Saviour of the world" (1 John

4:14).

Jesus Christ came to this earth,

bom of Mary, a mortal mother. His

Father was Almighty God. (See Luke
1:26-35.)

Jesus Christ was baptized by im-

mersion by John the Baptist, and the

Holy Ghost was manifest in the

"Spirit like a dove descending upon
him." And his Father spoke: "Thou
art my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased." (Mark 1:10-11.)

Jesus Christ organized his

church and selected twelve apostles,
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and also prophets, seventies, and
evangelists (see Eph. 4:11; Luke
6:13, 10:1).

Jesus Christ's message is

unique. He stands between us and his

Father; he is the Mediator (see D&C
76:41-43; John 3:17). Through him
shall all mankind be saved and by
him shall all mankind be saved.

Jesus Christ is the Redeemer,
our Savior; only he with a mortal

mother and an immortal Father could

fulfill the Atonement and die to save

all mankind. He did so of his own
free will and choice (see Matt. 26:39;

Mark 14:34-36; Luke 22:41-42).

Jesus Christ was resurrected and

appeared to many after his resurrec-

tion (see John 20:11-18, 24-30; Luke
24:13-44). He taught us the physical

characteristics of a resurrected being

and told us that we could follow his

example and that we would be able

to progress and be like him.

Jesus Christ's ascension into

heaven before the eyes of his dis-

ciples was accompanied by the prom-

ise that in like manner he would
come again (see Acts 1:9-11; Mark
16:19-20; Luke 24:51-53). The sec-

ond coming of Jesus Christ is nigh at

hand, as the signs of the Second
Coming are being fulfilled this very

day.

Christ's Church today

Jesus Christ appeared with his

Father and restored the same organi-

zation he established during his min-

istry through Joseph Smith the

Prophet in these latter days. In addi-

tion to the Bible, the Book of Mor-
mon was revealed to the world as

another witness to testify of his di-

vine calling and ministry.

Jesus Christ leads and guides his

church today through revelation to a

prophet, President Spencer W. Kim-
ball, and his counselors in the First

Presidency and the Twelve Apostles,

the same organization that he estab-

lished when he was here on earth

(see D&C 102:9, 23; Articles of

Faith 9).

Jesus Christ's admonition to

"come . . . follow me" and "follow

thou me" is the challenge that he

gave to each of us (see Matt. 19:21;

John 21:22). He lived in the pre-

existence in the spirit world; he dwelt
with God his Father. He is the Son,

Jesus Christ. We took a mortal body
upon us. We'll have opposition; we
will taste death and be resurrected

because of the atoning sacrifice of

Jesus Christ. He will be granted a

degree of glory. We can have that

same degree of glory — the celestial

kingdom; if we are worthy. We can
dwell once again with God the Father

and his Son Jesus Christ throughout

all the eternities.

There are many who will hear
this message for the first time today.

Ponder it carefully. Contact a mem-
ber or a missionary of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. If

you have heard the message before

and the Spirit bears witness of its

truthfulness and touches your heart,

come back to activity and fellowship

in The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-

ter-day Saints. If you are a young
man or young woman or retired

couple and the Spirit bears witness to

you that you should go on a mission
to declare this message to the world,

make your commitment today. My
mother and father went on a mission
after retirement and are now the ex-

ample for two sons, a daughter, elev-

en grandsons, and four great-

grandchildren.

During this Easter season, this is

my personal witness and testimony.

Oh, if I had the voice and trump of
an angel that I could say to all man-
kind that He is risen and that he
lives; that he is the Son of God, the

Only Begotten of the Father, the

promised Messiah, our Redeemer and
Savior; that he came into this world
to teach the gospel by example. His
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divine mission is directed to you and
me to come unto him and he will

lead us into life eternal. Salvation is

by and through his name (Acts 4:12;

D&C 132:12; John 14:6), and this I

say in the holy name of our Savior

and Redeemer, Jesus Christ, amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Robert D. Hales, a member
of the First Quorum of the Seventy, and
President of the England London
mission, has just spoken to us.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder Boyd K. Packer, of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles.

Elder Boyd K. Packer

Test of faith

I speak to that member of the

Church who struggles with a test of

faith that could touch any one of us.

If I can take the arm of that

one, and steady him when his faith is

tottering, I do not hesitate to impose
upon the rest of you for just a few
minutes.

At times someone has come to

me, their faith shaken by alleged

wrongdoing of sorne leader in the

Church.

For instance, one young man
was being constantly ridiculed by his

co-workers for his activity in the

Church. They claimed to know of a

bishop who had cheated someone in

business, or a stake president who
had misrepresented something on a

contract, or a mission president who
had borrowed money, giving false

information.

Or, they told of a bishop who

had discriminated against one mem-
ber, refusing to give a temple recom-
mend, but had shown favoritism by
signing a recommend for another

whose unworthiness was widely
known.

Such incidents as these, which
supposedly involve Church leaders,

are described as evidence that the

gospel is not true, that the Church is

not divinely inspired, or that it is

being misled.

He had no satisfactory answer to

their charges. He felt defenseless and
foolish and was being drawn to join

them in their criticism of the Church.
Did he believe all of these sto-

ries? Well, he could not be sure.

There must be something to some of

them.

Questions to consider

If you also face such a test of

faith, consider the questions he was
asked:

Have you ever, in your life, at-

tended any Church meeting —
priesthood meeting, sacrament meet-

ing. Relief Society, Sunday School,

a conference or fireside, a seminary

class, a temple session, or any meet-

ing sponsored by the Church —
where any encouragement or author-

ization was given to be dishonest, to

cheat in business, or take advantage

of anyone?
He answered that he had not.

The next question:

Have you read, or do you know
of anything in the literature of the

Church, in the scriptures themselves,

in lesson manuals, in Church maga-
zines or books, in Church pub-

lications of any kind, which contains

any consent to lie, or to steal, to

misrepresent, to defraud, to be im-
moral or vulgar, to profane, to be
brutal, or to abuse any living soul?

Again he said, after thoughtful

consideration, that he had not.

Have you ever been encouraged
in a training session, a leadership

meeting, or an interview to transgress

or misbehave in any way? Have you


