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trary, if there be any, by the same
sign.

The Church Finance Committee:
Wilford G. Edling, Harold H. Ben-
nett, Weston E. Hamilton, David M.
Kennedy, and Warren E. Pugh.

The Tabernacle Choir: Oakley
S. Evans, president; Jerold D.
Ottley, conductor; Donald H.
Ripplinger, associate conductor; Rob-
ert Cundick, Roy M. Darley, and
John Longhurst, Tabernacle
organists.

All in favor, please manifest it.

Contrary, if there be any, by the

same sign.

It seems, President Kimball, that

the voting has been unanimous in fa-

vor of these officers and the General

Authorities.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Boyd K. Packer, a mem-
ber of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, will be our first speaker.

He will be followed by Elder

David B. Haight, also a member of

the Council of the Twelve Apostles.

Elder Boyd K. Packer

My brethren and sisters, I pray

for inspiration as I speak to young
people about prayer, and about the

things that happen afterwards.

We succeed in the Church, by
and large, in teaching our members
to pray. Even our little ones are

taught to fold their arms and bow
their heads, and with whispered
coaching from their parents and from
brothers and sisters, they soon learn

to pray.

Answers to prayer

There is one part of prayer— the

answer part— that perhaps, by com-
parison, we neglect.

There are some things about an-

swers to prayer that you can learn

when you are very young, and they

will be a great protection to you.

Many years ago John Bur-

roughs, a naturalist, one summer
evening was walking through a

crowded park. Above the sounds of

city life he heard the song of a bird.

He stopped and listened! Those
with him had not heard it. He looked
around. No one else had noticed it.

It bothered him that everyone
should miss something so beautiful.

He took a coin from his pocket

and flipped it into the air. It struck

the pavement with a ring, no louder

than the song of the bird. Everyone
turned; they could hear that!

It is difficult to separate from all

the sounds of city traffic the song of

a bird. But you can hear it. You can
hear it plainly if you train yourself to

listen for it.

One of our sons has always
been interested in radio. When he
was a little fellow, his Christmas

present was a very elementary radio

construction set.

As he grew, and as we could
afford it, and as he could earn it, he
received more sophisticated
equipment.

There have been many times

over the years, some very recently,

when I have sat with him as he
talked with someone in a distant part

of the world.

I could hear static and inter-

ference and catch a word or two, or

sometimes several voices at once.

Yet he can understand, for he

has trained himself to tune out the

interference.

It is difficult to separate from

the confusion of life that quiet voice

of inspiration. Unless you attune

yourself, you will miss it.
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Train ourselves to hear still, small
voice

Answers to prayers come in a

quiet way. The scriptures describe

that voice of inspiration as a still,

small voice.

If you really try, you can learn

to respond to that voice.

In the early days of our mar-
riage, our children came at close in-

tervals. As parents of little children

will know, in those years it is quite a

novelty for them to get an
uninterrupted night of sleep.

If you have a new baby, and
another youngster cutting teeth, or

one with a fever, you can be up and
down a hundred times a night. (That,

of course, is an exaggeration. It's

probably only twenty or thirty times.)

We finally divided our children

into "his" and "hers" for night

tending. She would get up for the

new baby, and I would tend the one
cutting teeth.

One day we came to realize that

each would hear only the one to

which we were assigned, and would
sleep very soundly through the cries

of the other.

We have commented on this

over the years, convinced that you
can train yourself to hear what you
want to hear, to see and feel what
you desire, but it takes some
conditioning.

There are so many of us who go
through life and seldom, if ever, hear

that voice of inspiration, because
"the natural man receiveth not the

things of the Spirit of God: for they

are foolishness unto him: neither can
he know them, because they are

spiritually discerned" (1 Cor. 2:14).

Lessons from scriptures

The scriptures have many les-

sons on this subject.

Lehi told his sons of a vision,

but Laman and Lemuel resisted his

teachings:

"For he truly spake many great

things unto them, which were hard to

be understood, save a man should

inquire of the Lord; and they being

hard in their hearts, therefore they

did not look unto the Lord as they

ought" (1 Ne. 15:3).

They complained to their young-

er brother, Nephi, that they could not

understand their father, and Nephi
asked this question:

' 'Have ye inquired of the Lord?
"And they said unto [him]: We

have not; for the Lord maketh no
such thing known unto us" (1 Ne.

15:8-9).

Later they intended to do Nephi
harm and he said to them:

"Ye are swift to do iniquity but

slow to remember the Lord your

God. Ye have seen an angel, and he

spake unto you; yea, ye have heard

his voice from time to time; and he

hath spoken unto you in a still small

voice, but ye were past feeling, that

ye could not feel his words" (1 Ne.

17:45; italics added).

Inspiration

I have come to know that in-

spiration comes more as a feeling

than as a sound.

Young people, stay in condition

to respond to inspiration.

I have come to know also that a

fundamental purpose of the Word of

Wisdom has to do with revelation.

From the time you are very little

we teach you to avoid tea, coffee,

liquor, tobacco, narcotics, and any-

thing else that disturbs your health.

And you know that we get very

worried when we find one of you
tampering with those things.

If someone "under the in-

fluence" can hardly listen to plain

talk, how can they respond to spiri-

tual promptings that touch their most
delicate feelings?

As valuable as the Word of

Wisdom is as a law of health, it may
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be much more valuable to you spiri-

tually than it is physically.

Even if you keep the Word of

Wisdom, there are some things that

can happen to you physically, but

those things don't generally damage
you spiritually.

When you become a father or a

mother, don't live so that your chil-

dren go unled because of habits that

leave you uninspired.

The Lord has a way of pouring

pure intelligence into our minds to

prompt us, to guide us, to teach us,

to warn us. You can know the things

you need to know instantly! Learn to

receive inspiration.

Right type of music

Even in our youth activities

there is something to do with in-

spiration, for they include service to

others. Inspiration comes more
quickly when we need it to help

others than when we are concerned

about ourselves.

Now, I know that some young
people resent it a little when we
comment upon such things as the

wild music that is served up
nowadays.

Can you not see that you're not

going to get much inspiration while

your mind is filled with that?

The right kind of music, on the

other hand, can prepare you to re-

ceive inspiration.

Counterfeit signals

You should know also that, in

addition to static and interference

which jam the circuits, there are

counterfeit signals.

Some have received revelations

and heard voices that are put there

deliberately by wicked sources to

lead astray. You can learn to recog-

nize those and tune them out, if you
will.

Now, how do you tell the differ-

ence? How can you know if a

prompting is an inspiration or a

temptation?

My answer to that must surely

expose my great confidence in young
people. I believe young people, when
properly taught, are basically

sensible.

In the Church we are not

exempt from common sense. You
can know to begin with that you
won't be prompted from any righ-

teous source to steal, to lie, to cheat,

to join anyone in any kind of moral

transgression.

You have a conscience even as

a little boy and girl. It will prompt
you to know the things that are

wrong. Don't smother it.

Once again the scriptures tell us

something. Read the Book of

Mormon— Moroni, chapter 7. I quote

only one verse:

"For behold, my brethren, it is

given unto you to judge, that ye may
know good from evil; and the way to

judge is as plain, that ye may know
with a perfect knowledge, as the

daylight is from the dark night"

(Moro. 7:15).

You read the whole chapter. It

tells of a way to judge such things.

If ever you are confused and

feel that you are being misled, go for

counsel to your parents, and to your

leaders.

Young people, you are going to

be leading this Church tomorrow, or

the next day, or the day after that.

We are organized to bring you as

fully as possible into Church activi-

ties and administration.

Already you have been taught to

pray. You need to know how to get

answers.

Spiritual things cannot be forced

It is good to learn when you are

young that spiritual things cannot be

forced.

Sometimes you may struggle

with a problem and not get an an-

swer. What could be wrong?
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It may be that you are not doing

anything wrong. It may be that you
have not done the right things long

enough. Remember, you cannot force

spiritual things.

Sometimes we are confused sim-

ply because we won't take no for an

answer.

On several occasions when a

member has insisted that something

be done his way, I have remembered
that great lesson from Church his-

tory. I have said to myself in my
mind:

All right, Joseph, give the man-
uscript to Martin Harris. Do it your

own way, and see where you get.

Then when you're confounded and

confused, come back and we'll get

you set on the course that you might

have taken earlier if you had been

submissive and responsive.

Someone wrote:

With thoughtless and impatient hands
We tangle up the plans

The Lord hath wrought.

And when we cry in pain He saith,

'Be quiet, man, while I untie the

knot.

'

(Anonymous)
Put difficult questions in the

back of your minds and go about

your lives. Ponder and pray quietly

and persistently about them.

The answer may not come as a

lightning bolt. It may come as a little

inspiration here and a little there,

"line upon line, precept upon pre-

cept" (D&C 98:12).

Some answers will come from
reading the scriptures, some from
hearing speakers. And, occasionally,

when it is important, some will come
by very direct and powerful in-

spiration. The promptings will be
clear and unmistakable.

You can learn now, in your

youth, to be led by the Holy Ghost.

As an Apostle I listen now to

the same inspiration, coming from
the same source, in the same way,
that I listened to as a boy. The signal

is much clearer now.

And on occasions, when it is

required for His work, for instance

when we are to call members to high

positions in the stakes, we can ask a

question in prayer and receive an im-

mediate, direct revelation in return.

No message is repeated more
times in scripture than the simple

thought: 'Ask, and ye shall receive"

(D&C 4:7).

I often ask the Lord for direc-

tion from Him. I will not, however,
willingly accept promptings from any
unworthy source. I refuse them. I do
not want them, and I say so.

Develop spiritual capacities

Young people, carry a prayer in

your heart always. Let sleep come
every night with your mind centered

in prayer.

Keep the Word of Wisdom.
Read the scriptures.

Listen to your parents and to the

leaders of the Church.

Stay away from places and
things that common sense tells you
will interfere with inspiration.

Develop your spiritual
capacities.

Learn to tune out the static and
the interference.

Avoid the substitutes and the

counterfeits

!

Learn to be inspired and direct-

ed by the Holy Ghost.

Prayer provides a constant signal

It has been many years, but I

have not forgotten that as pilots in

World War II we did not have the

electronic equipment that we have
today. Our hope in a storm was to

follow a radio beam.
A steady signal, and you were

on course. If you moved to one side

of the steady signal, it would break

up to a "dit-da," the Morse code for

the letter^.

If you strayed to the other side

of the signal, the beam would break
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up into a "da-dit," the Morse code
signal for N.

In stormy weather there was
always static and interference. But
the life of many a pilot has depended
on his hearing, above the roar of the

engines and through all the static and
interference, that sometimes weak
signal from a distant airfield.

There is a spiritual beam, with a

constant signal. If you know how to

pray and how to listen, spiritually

listen, you may move through life,

through clear weather, through
storms, through wars, through peace,

and be all right.

Prayer can be a very public

thing. We teach you often about

prayer, about the asking part.

Perhaps we have not taught you
enough about the receiving part. This

is a very private, a very individual

thing, one that you must learn for

yourself.

Begin now, and as the years

unfold before you, you who are very

young, you will be led. That still

small voice will come to you, and

then you can come to know as many,
many of us come to know, and as I

bear witness, that the Lord lives. I

know His voice when He speaks.

I know that Jesus is the Christ,

that He directs this Church, that He
is close to it, that He directs His

Prophets and His leaders and His

people and His children, in the name
of Jesus Christ, amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Boyd K. Packer, of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles, has

just spoken to us.

We shall now hear from Elder

David B. Haight, a member of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles.

He will be followed by Elder

Charles Didier, a member of the First

Quorum of the Seventy.

Elder David B. Haight

The eternal truths of the gospel

are being accepted by an ever-

growing body of believers throughout

the world. Our local Church mem-
bers, working in harmony with our

full-time missionaries, are resulting

in a rapid expansion of this Church.

Joseph Smith and the Restoration

Three weeks ago it was my
privilege to be assigned to create new
stakes in Lima, Peru. We met in a

coliseum with over 7,000 Saints and
investigators. After this moving spiri-

tual experience, we were confronted

by three newspaper reporters in the

parking lot. They asked: "Why are

you in Lima?" "How many mem-
bers does your church have in

Peru?" "Why is your church grow-
ing so rapidly?" "What are your
church's future plans?"

And then a young woman re-

porter asked, "What is the difference

between your church and other

churches?"
The crowd was large and press-

ing toward us, the traffic rather

noisy. We were on a close time
schedule. It was not an ideal setting,

not one I would have chosen to ex-

plain the difference between the

Lord's church and others. However,
taking advantage of this opportunity,

we explained briefly the Apostasy
and the Restoration: that there is vast

evidence and history of an apostasy

from the doctrine taught by Jesus and
his Apostles, that the organization of

the original Church became
corrupted, and sacred ordinances

were changed to suit the convenience
of men, and that today good people
all over the world are confused with

contending religions with differing

doctrine and methods of worship.


