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Brockbank, a member of the First

Quorum of the Seventy.

The Choir and congregation

sang the hymn "Israel, Israel, God Is

Calling."

President Romney

To those of the television and
radio audience who have just joined

us, we are convened in the historic

Tabernacle on Temple Square in Salt

Lake City, Utah, in this fourth

session of the 149th Semiannual

Conference of the Church.

We shall now hear from Elder

Bernard P. Brockbank, a member of

the First Quorum of the Seventy. He
will be followed by Elder Marvin J.

Ashton, a member of the Council of

the Twelve Apostles.

Elder Bernard P. Brockbank

Religions and doctrines origi-

nating with men cannot bring
salvation to a child of God. The Lord
counsels man in the Holy Bible that

God's ways did not come from man
or from this earth. "My thoughts are

not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, saith the Lord.

"For as the heavens are higher

than the earth, so are my ways high-

er than your ways, and my thoughts

than your thoughts" (Isa. 55:8-9).

The thoughts and ways of God
provide for man the greatest opportu-
nities and blessings of this life.

Prayer leads to salvation

The Lord gave man one of the

highest goals for this life when he
said, "And this is life eternal, that

they might know thee the only true

God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou
hast sent" (John 17:3).

The Lord also commanded
man— and it is well known by almost
all Christians — ' 'Thou shalt love the

Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy

mind" (Matt. 22:37). To know and
love God are sacred blessings. One
of the ways that we can come to

know God and Jesus Christ is

through sincere prayer.

Pray always

The Lord commands, "Pray

always, and I will pour out my Spirit

upon you, and great shall be your

blessing — yea, even more than if you
should obtain treasures of earth"

(D&C 19:38).

In the Bible we are commanded
to "pray without ceasing.

"In everything give thanks: for

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus

concerning you" (1 Thes. 5:17-18).

Prayer to God will give you
power to conquer and overcome the

evil powers and influences of Satan

and this world. The Lord said, "Pray

always, that you may come off con-

queror; yea, that you may conquer

Satan, and that you may escape the

hands of the servants of Satan that do
uphold his work" (D&C 10:5).

The Lord's Prayer

Prayer to God is a sacred

blessing. The Savior again counseled

man on how to pray and we know
the Lord's Prayer well. The Lord
said, "After this manner therefore

pray ye: Our Father which art in

heaven, Hallowed be thy name.

"Thy kingdom come. Thy will

be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
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"Give us this day our daily

bread.

"And forgive us our debts, as

we forgive our debtors.

"And lead us not into tempta-

tion, but deliver us from evil: For
thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever. Amen"
(Matt. 6:9-13).

We should pray to our Father in

Heaven with a hallowed heart; we
should pray for his kingdom to

come, and by so doing we commit
ourselves to help build the kingdom
of God on this earth. As we pray that

the will of God be done on earth as

it is in heaven, we commit ourselves

to do the will of God.
We should thank God for our

"daily bread" and ask him to help

us provide the necessities of this life.

We should ask our Father for for-

giveness of our sins and weaknesses,

and commit ourselves to repentance,

to the task of informing and
improving in a sacred way our god-

like minds and bodies.

We should ask our Father to

help us meet the temptations of this

life and to deliver us from evil.

When we pray from our hearts and
say "For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever,"

we commit ourselves. Remember,
the kingdom of God, the power of

God, the glory of God should be
man's most cherished and important

blessings and goals in this life.

Prayer leads to salvation

So important is the need to pray

that the prophet Nephi taught "that

ye should not perform any thing unto

the Lord save in the first place ye

shall pray unto the Father in the

name of Christ, that he will conse-

crate thy performance unto thee, that

thy performance may be for the wel-

fare of thy soul" (2Ne. 32:9).

To pray meaningfully requires

that one, insofar as possible, know
the true character of God. As men-

tioned, we have been commanded to

know God. Prayer leads to salvation,

and ignorance is a deterrent to that

goal.

Jesus Christ promises man com-
plete forgiveness if he repents, con-

fesses, and forsakes his sins. Jesus

gave these comforting words to those

that repent. He said, "Behold, he
who has repented of his sins, the

same is forgiven, and I, the Lord,

remember them no more.

"By this ye may know if a man
repenteth of his sins — behold, he will

confess them and forsake them"
(D&C 58:42-43).

We should build that message
into our hearts, and purify and build

our minds and bodies in a godlike

way through continued use of prayer,

obedience, and repentance. Since

prayer is a very important part of

confession, confession must be to

God as well as to others.

Answers and blessings

The Savior promises answers

and blessings as the reward for

sincere prayer. He taught and prom-
ised and said: "Ask, and it shall be

given you; seek, and ye shall find;

knock, and it shall be opened unto

you:

"For every one that asketh re-

ceiveth; and he that seeketh findeth;

and to him that knocketh it shall be

opened" (Matt. 7:7-8).

We should live and work, watch
and wait, and continually pursue life

prayerfully, repentantly, and
purposefully.

A prophet of God counsels man
to pray always with these words:

"And now, my beloved brethren, I

perceive that ye ponder still in your
hearts, and it grieveth me that I must
speak concerning this thing. For if ye

would hearken unto the Spirit which
teacheth a man to pray ye would
know that ye must pray; for the evil

spirit teacheth not a man to pray, but

teacheth him he must not pray.
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"But behold, I say unto you
that ye must pray always, and not

faint; that ye must not perform any

thing unto the Lord save in the first

place ye shall pray unto the Father in

the name of Christ, that he will con-

secrate thy performance unto thee,

that thy performance may be for the

welfare of thy soul" (2 Ne. 32:8-9).

Enos

Enos, a servant of the

Lord— and this has been quoted a

time or two in this conference, so

apparently the Lord wanted emphasis

on this— Enos speaks on the power
of sincere prayer: "I will tell you of

the wrestle which I had before God,
before I received a remission of my
sins.

"Behold, I went to hunt beasts

in the forests; and the words which I

had often heard my father speak con-

cerning eternal life, and the joy of

the saints, sunk deep into my heart.

"And my soul hungered; and I

kneeled down before my Maker, and

I cried unto him in mighty prayer

and supplication for mine own soul;

and all the day long did I cry unto

him; yea, and when the night came I

did still raise my voice high that it

reached the heavens.

"And there came a voice unto

me, saying: Enos, thy sins are for-

given thee, and thou shalt be blessed.

"And I, Enos, knew that God
could not lie; wherefore, my guilt

was swept away" (Enos 1:2-6).

All of us, like Enos, need to

continually have our sins and weak-
nesses swept away through repen-

tance, confession, and sincere prayer.

I repeat the Lord's promise:
"Behold, he who has repented of his

sins, the same is forgiven, and I, the

Lord, remember them no more.

"By this ye may know if a man
repenteth of his sins— behold, he will

confess them and forsake them"
(D&C 58:42-43).

Repentance will purify and

cleanse the mind and body and make
room for greater perfection and
godliness.

Prayer and repentance

King Benjamin, when speaking

to his people about prayer and repen-

tance, gives valuable counsel on re-

ceiving answers from God. He
taught: "Believe in God; believe that

he is, and that he created all things,

both in heaven and in earth; believe

that he has all wisdom, and all pow-
er, both in heaven and in earth; be-

lieve that man doth not comprehend
all the things which the Lord can
comprehend.

"And again, believe that ye
must repent of your sins and forsake

them, and humble yourselves before

God; and ask in sincerity of heart

that he would forgive you; and now,
if you believe all these things see

that ye do them.

"And again I say unto you as I

have said before, that as ye have
come to the knowledge of the glory

of God, or if ye have known of his

goodness and have tasted of his love,

and have received a remission of

your sins, which causeth such ex-

ceeding great joy in your souls, even
so I would that ye should remember,
and always retain in remembrance,
the greatness of God, . . . and his

goodness and long-suffering towards

you, . . . and humble yourselves

even in the depths of humility, call-

ing on the name of the Lord daily,

and standing steadfastly in the faith

of that which is to come, which was
spoken by the mouth of the angel.

"And behold, I say unto you
that if ye do this ye shall always

rejoice, and be filled with the love of

God, and always retain a remission

of your sins; and ye shall grow in the

knowledge of the glory of him that

created you, or in the knowledge of

that which is just and true" (Mosiah
4:9-12).
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Personal prayer

The scriptures give us many
promises regarding the power and the

need of personal prayer. Jesus com-
manded men: "Ye must watch and

pray always, lest ye be tempted by

the devil, and ye be led away captive

by him.

"And as I have prayed among
you even so shall ye pray in my
church, among my people who do

repent and are baptized in my name.

Behold I am the light; I have set an

example for you" (3 Ne. 18:15-16).

"Behold, verily, verily, I say

unto you," the Lord continued, "ye

must watch and pray always lest ye

enter into temptation; for Satan

desireth to have you, that he may sift

you as wheat.

"Therefore ye must always pray

unto the Father in my name;
"And whatsoever ye shall ask

the Father in my name, which is

right, believing that ye shall receive,

behold it shall be given unto you" (3

Ne. 18:18-20).

Family prayer

Jesus Christ counsels man to

have family prayer. He said, "Pray

in your families unto the Father,

always in my name, that your wives

and your children may be blessed"

(3 Ne. 18:21).

Very few pray too much. It is

not one of our weaknesses.

Parents have the sacred respon-

sibility to teach their children the

importance and value of prayer, and

the responsibility to teach their chil-

dren how to pray. In many homes,
even some of the best prayers are

ignored and neglected. Prayer is sa-

cred and Jesus said: "Trifle not with

sacred things" (D&C 6:12).

Another blessing available

through prayer is feeling the love of

God in your heart and soul. We have
in the scriptures this sacred promise:

"Wherefore, my beloved brethren,

pray unto the Father with all the

energy of heart, that ye may be filled

with this love, which he hath be-

stowed upon all who are true follow-

ers of his Son, Jesus Christ; that ye

may become the sons of God; that

when he shall appear we shall be like

him, for we shall see him as he is;

that we may have this hope; that we
may be purified even as he is pure"
(Moro. 7:48).

As the sons and daughters of a

living God, a living Heavenly Father,

we should stay close to him by
humble prayer. We should stay close

to him with a clean life, that our

hearts may find peace in all of life's

sacred opportunities and blessings. I

so pray in the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Marion G. Romney

We have just listened to Elder

Bernard P. Brockbank, a member of

the First Quorum of the Seventy.

Elder Marvin J. Ashton, a mem-
ber of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, will now address us.

Elder Marvin J. Ashton

When a choice plant became
root bound and began to deteriorate,

a young friend of ours decided to

transplant it to a larger container.

Carefully he lifted the greenery from
its small pot and put it into its larger

home, trying to disturb the roots and

soil as little as possible. The novice

gardener watched and waited. To his

dismay, the plant still struggled. Our
friend expressed his frustration to an

experienced gardener who offered his

services. When the plant was placed

in the gardener's hands, he turned


