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earth, and to every nation, and kin-

dred, and tongue, and people" (Rev.

14:6).

If the everlasting gospel had
been upon the earth, there would
have been no need for John to see a

restoration brought back by an angel.

This is the restitution of all things

that Peter had in mind when he said

that the heavens were to receive the

Christ "until the restitution of all

things . . . spoken by the mouths of

all the holy prophets since the world
began." And then the angel showed
him an angel bringing the everlasting

gospel to be preached to every na-

tion, "saying with a loud voice, Fear

God, and give glory to him; for the

hour of his judgment is come" (Rev.

14:7).

We live in the day of his judg-

ments. In the period of my lifetime

there have been more judgments and
destructions and wars and contentions

in this world than in all the history of

the world combined before that time.

This is the time of the judgments that

the angel saw, when that everlasting

gospel should be restored. And then

he adds: "Worship him that made
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and
the fountains of waters" (Rev. 14:7).

everywhere present, a god without

body, parts, or passions. And if he

has no body, that means he has no
eyes— he cannot see; he has no
ears— he cannot hear; he has no
voice— he cannot speak. What is

there left to worship when you take

all of those qualities away? And then

think of the two glorious personages

who appeared to the Prophet Joseph

Smith in a pillar of light brighter

than anything in this world.

Now there are many more won-
derful things that the holy prophets

were permitted to see with respect to

this preparation for his coming in the

day when the chariots should jostle

against each other, when their lights

should be like torches, and when
they should travel like the lightning,

but that is as far as my time permits.

I love this work. I know it is true.

There is no one else— no other
people in the world — that have ful-

filled the words of the prophets as

has the restoration of the gospel in

this, the dispensation of the fulness

of times

.

I pray God to bless you all, and
bear you my witness of the divinity

of this work, in the name of the

Lord, Jesus Christ, amen.

Day of preparation

When Joseph Smith had his

marvelous vision and saw the Father

and the Son, there was not a church

in this world that worshipped the

God that made the heavens and the

earth and the sea and the fountains of

water. They worshipped an essence

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder LeGrand Richards, a mem-
ber of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, has just spoken to us.

We shall now hear from Elder

Howard W. Hunter, a member of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles.

Elder Howard W. Hunter

Law of resistance

A few years ago we were stand-

ing in a large crowd of people

gathered early in the morning along

the waterfront of Apia Harbor in

Samoa. It was the occasion of the

National Holidays, when hundreds of

people came to watch the Fautasi, or

long-boat, races that sweep in from
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the ocean to the calmer waters of the

harbor to cross the finish line.

The crowd was restless, and

most eyes were turned toward the

sea, watching for the first glimpse of

the fautasis. Suddenly there was a

roar from the crowd as the boats

came into sight in the distance. Each
of them had a crew of fifty powerful

oarsmen dipping and pulling the oars

with a rhythm that forced the crafts

through the waves and foaming wa-
ter—a beautiful sight.

The boats and men were soon in

full view as they raced toward the

finish. Even though these powerful

men pulled with their might, the

weight of a boat with fifty men
moved against a powerful adverse

force— the resistance of the water.

The cheering of the crowd
reached a crescendo when the first

long-boat crossed the finish line. We
walked over to the place where the

boats docked after the race had con-

cluded. One of the oarsmen explain-

ed to us that the prow of the fautasi

is so constructed that it cuts through

and divides the water to help over-

come the resistance that retards the

speed of the boat. He further explain-

ed that the pulling of the oars against

the resistance of the water creates the

force that causes the boat to move
forward. Resistance creates both the

opposition and the forward
movement.

Friction, or resistance, is an in-

teresting phenomenon. Without this

force, a person or vehicle could not

move about, or if already in motion,

could not be stopped except by colli-

sion. Simple things like nails,

screws, and bolts would not stay in

place; a cork would not stay in a

bottle; a light globe would drop from
its socket; a lid would not stay on a

jar.

The law of friction or resistance

that we think of as only applying to

science seems to find application in

our personal lives. This is probably

what Lehi was referring to when he

spoke to his son Jacob. He reminded
Jacob of the afflictions and sorrows

that had come to him because of the

rudeness of his brethren, and told

him how these afflictions would ulti-

mately result in good. These are the

words of Jacob to his son: "Thou
knowest the greatness of God; and he
shall consecrate thine afflictions for

thy gain" (2 Ne. 2:2).

Opposition in all things

In other words, the afflictions

that had come to him in the form of

opposition or resistance would be for

his good. Then Lehi added these

words that have become classic:

"For it must needs be, that there is

an opposition in all things. If not so,

. . . righteousness could not be
brought to pass, neither wickedness,

neither holiness nor misery, neither

good nor bad" (2 Ne. 2:11).

We came to mortal life to en-

counter resistance. It was part of the

plan for our etemal progress. With-

out temptation, sickness, pain, and
sorrow, there could be no goodness,

virtue, appreciation for well-being, or

joy. The law of opposition makes
freedom of choice possible; there-

fore, our Heavenly Father has com-
manded his children, "Choose ye

this day, to serve the Lord God who
made you" (Moses 6:33). He has

counseled us to yield to his spirit and
resist temptation. Free agency, of

course, permits us to oppose his di-

rections; thus, we see many who re-

sist the truth and yield to temptation.

Tribulation endured by progenitors

Today the Church stands at the

summit of a century and a half of

progress. The terrain over which we
have traveled is a grim reminder that

struggle, persecution, and sorrow
have been the lot of our forebears.

Kirtland, Jackson County, Clay
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County, Haun's Mill, and Nauvoo
seem synonymous with suffering —

a

part of the tribulation the Lord prom-
ised that his people would have to

endure (see D&C 58:3).

As we look back in retrospect,

we see that it was because of the

opposition encountered in our early

history that our progress today has

been made possible. Out of that cal-

dron of persecution and heartache,

the Lord answered the soul-cry of the

Prophet Joseph Smith in these words:

"Thine adversity and thine afflictions

shall be but a small moment;
"And then, if thou endure it

well, God shall exalt thee on high"
(D&C 121:7-8).

"If thou art called to pass

through tribulation, . . . know thou,

my son, that all these things shall

give thee experience, and shall be for

thy good" (D&C 122:5, 7).

By the tribulation well endured

by numerous of our progenitors, a

desert blossomed as a rose (see Isa.

35:1), a tried and persecuted people

provided a heritage of faith , and Zion

put on her beautiful garments for all

to see (see D&C 82:14).

One hundred fifty years of
Church history provide us with a les-

son that when resistance and opposi-

tion are greatest, our faith,

commitment, and growth have the

greatest opportunity for advancement;
when opposition is least, the tenden-

cy is to be complacent and lose faith.

President Brigham Young said: "Let
any people enjoy peace and quiet-

ness, unmolested, undisturbed,—
never be persecuted for their reUgion,

and they are very likely to neglect

their duty, to become cold and indif-

ferent, and lose their faith" (in Jour-

nal of Discourses, 7:42). This lesson,

which applies to the Church collec-

tively, also applies to individuals.

Documented in scripture are epi-

sodes from the lives of many former-

day Saints who, by personal sacri-

fice, opposition, and adversity.

achieved their exaltation. From their

biographies of struggle, I offer their

testaments of faithful endurance.

Job

The classic example of faithful

endurance was the Old Testament
prophet Job. He lost all his posses-

sions, he suffered great personal af-

fliction and physical pain, some of

his children met tragic death, and
even his friends deserted him. Yet he

proclaimed his faith: "[God] knoweth
the way that I take: when he hath

tried me, I shall come forth as

gold. . . . His way have I kept, and
not declined" (Job 23:10-11).

Abraham and Jacob

We turn the pages to another

exemplar of faith, father Abraham.
He fought in time of war, went
through a period of extensive famine,
saw his own father turn away from
the priesthood, and suffered per-

secution for his faith — almost to the

point of his own death. After years

of waiting for a son, he was ordered

to sacrifice him to the Lord. He also

experienced the sorrow of the loss of
his beloved wife, Sarah.

To the early Saints of this dis-

pensation, the Lord said, "I, the

Lord, have suffered the affliction to

come upon them. . . . They must
needs be chastened and tried, even as

Abraham" (D&C 101:2, 4).

Abraham's grandson, Jacob,
was also no stranger to adversity. As
a young man he was estranged from
his twin brother and didn't return

home to see his father, mother, or

brother for many years. He lived a

life of mourning for a favorite son,

whom he thought dead, but who had
been sold into slavery. He buried his

beloved Rachel after she gave birth

to his last-bom son, Benjamin. He
knew the personal sorrow of sons

who were not valiant, but still he
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blessed their days and posterity so

that their descendants are honored to

be called the House of Jacob, the

House of Israel.

Paul

The New Testament records the

life of one Paul of Tarsus. From the

day of his dramatic conversion, he

experienced great trial and personal

affliction. He was imprisoned for his

faith, beaten, stoned, and in his own
words, buffeted by Satan. Yet he

wrote: "Most gladly . . . will I . . .

glory in my infirmities, that the pow-
er of Christ may rest upon me" (2

Cor. 12:9). Comparing his own ad-

versity to that of Paul, the Prophet

Joseph once wrote, "I feel, like

Paul, to glory in tribulation; for to

this day has the God of my fathers

delivered me" (D&C 127:2).

Nephi

Last, I refer to the life of Nephi

from the Book of Mormon as an ex-

ample of faithful endurance. With his

parents, he left prosperous circum-

stances in Jerusalem and then for

eight years, in great affliction, jour-

neyed in the wilderness. The family

then crossed uncharted seas to a new
land. During this period, Nephi was
assailed, ridiculed, and persecuted by
members of his household. Following

the death of his father, Nephi and

other family members had to separate

themselves from his older brothers

because they sought his life. Out of

his despair, he declared, "My God
hath been my support; he hath led

me through mine afflictions in the

wilderness; and he hath preserved me
upon the waters of the great deep"

(2 Ne. 4:20).

Biographies of faith

These are biographies of faith —
men whom God has honored because

they relied on him in times of their

extremity. They learned the truth that

God chose them "in the furnace of

affliction" (Isa. 48:10).

Today other biographies of faith

are being written — Saints who, like

Job, suffer physical pain, emotional

sorrow, and even disloyalty from
friends— yet remain faithful; Saints

who, like Jacob, see sons and daugh-

ters not so valiant as they should be,

but who bless them for their poten-

tial; Saints who, like Paul, endure

great ridicule and endure to the end;

Saints who, like Nephi, must sepa-

rate themselves from family because

of their commitment to the gospel.

There are those who know pain and

sorrow because of loss of loved ones;

who know spiritual sorrow because

children go astray; who experience

loss of health, financial reverses, and

emotional distress, and yet, like Job,

resolve, "When he hath tried me, I

shall come forth as gold" (Job

23:10).

President Kimball

We recently celebrated the birth-

day of President Spencer W. Kim-
ball. Most of us are familiar with the

fact that great adversity has been his

companion for a great portion of his

eighty-five years. He spoke from ex-

perience when he wrote these words:

"Being human, we would expel from
our lives physical pain and mental

anguish and assure ourselves of con-

tinual ease and comfort, but if we
were to close the doors upon sorrow

and distress, we might be excluding

our greatest friends and benefactors.

Suffering can make saints of people

as they learn patience, long-suffer-

ing, and self-mastery" (Faith Pre-

cedes the Miracle, Salt Lake City:

Deseret Book Company, 1972, p.

98).

God will have a tried people

We stand on the summit of 150

years of Church history; yet there are
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Other summits to climb before the

work of God is crowned with vic-

tory. There will be tribulations col-

lectively and hardships personally —
that resistance so essential to the

eternal plan.

What makes us imagine that we
may be immune from the same expe-
riences that refined the lives of for-

mer-day Saints? We must remember
that the same forces of resistance

which prevent our progress afford us

also opportunities to overcome. God
will have a tried people!

I witness today this truth from a

verse of one of our favorite hymns:

When through fiery trials thy

pathway shall lie.

My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy

supply.

The flame shall not hurt thee; I only

design

Thy dross to consume and thy gold to

refine.

{Hymns, no. 66).

May God bless us to endure

well the purpose for which we were

sent, I pray in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Howard W. Hunter, a

member of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, has just addressed us.

The choir and congregation will

now join in singing "How Firm a

Foundation." After the singing. Elder

F. Enzio Busche, a member of the

First Quorum of the Seventy, will

address us.

The choir and congregation sang

the hymn "How Firm a Foundation.

"

Elder F. Enzio Busche

As I stand here before you at this

moment, I cannot help but think back
to the day when I, as an investigator

of the Church, was confronted with
the missionaries' challenge to prepare

for my baptism. This step seemed to

be too big for me to take, but because
I already had a testimony burning
within me of the truthfulness of this

work, I knew that withstanding bap-
tism would take away my right to

speak to my Father in Heaven again

in prayer.

So I accepted the challenge for

baptism, with a fearful heart, but I

told the missionaries that 1 would do
it only on two conditions: First, that

I would never be called to any
Church position, and second, that I

would never have to give a talk.

Without the loving influence and the

power and security of the Holy
Ghost, which I received by the lay-

ing on of hands after baptism to help

me, 1 could not have done anything

in my various Church assignments by
myself.

Knowledge of God important

We, as members, have the privi-

lege to bear witness of the restoration

of the Church of Jesus Christ through

a divinely authorized man, Joseph

Smith, in these latter days. As I bore

this witness to a man just recently

while I was serving as mission presi-

dent in Germany, I saw that he felt

very uneasy about my statement, and
he, like so many others, responded
with a question: "Don't we all be-

lieve in the same God?" This ques-

tion hurt me. It always hurts me
when 1 see how many people are so

indifferent and show such a lack of

awareness in this most vital question

in man's life: Can I find thee, my
Father in Heayen?


