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man, then the shortstop, and the left

fielder. And each in his own wonder-
ful way said, "Don't tell the
others."

I learned on that occasion that

people are really seeking and want
what you and I have. God bless you.

my wonderful brethren, to have the

wisdom and strength to call time-out

and visit with your Heavenly Father.

He really lives, as does his Son, to

which I testify in the holy name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder A. Theodore Tuttle

Brethren, something has hap-

pened to me. For twenty-two years I

have been a General Authority. I have
traveled the world over in my min-
istry. Over the course of these years, I

have had marvelous experiences and
have met many wonderful people. I

have participated in sacred meetings.

The choice association with my breth-

ren has taught and inspired me. Now
something has happened— I have been
called to serve in a temple.

Greatest responsibility to seek after

dead

I want to bear witness — and my
witness is true — that the work for the

redemption of the living and the dead
is divine. It is a keystone of our
religion. The work performed in tem-

ples stays the judgments of God from
smiting the earth with a curse. It is

not unusual, therefore, that the

Prophet Joseph would say, "The
greatest responsibility in this world
that God has laid upon us [as individ-

uals] is to seek after our dead"
(Teachings of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, sel. Joseph Fielding Smith,

Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Com-
pany, 1938, p. 356).

The Prophet Joseph taught that

you and I are to become saviors on
Mount Zion. We are to gather, build

temples, seek after our dead, and
perform all the vital ordinances. This

work welds eternal links that bind us

to each other and to our fathers. We
are exalted as family units.

The Prophet Joseph said, "It is

necessary . . . that a . . . welding to-

gether of dispensations . . . should

take place . . . from the days of

Adam even to the present time"

(D&C 128:18).

Then go, brethren. Be sealed to

your wife and your sons and daugh-

ters. Be sealed to your fathers as far

back as you can. Temples are built to

perform these sacred ordinances. It is

sad that in some of our larger centers

temple work is presently lagging.

Leaders, strengthen temple work!
The Prophet Joseph warned, "Those
Saints who neglect it in behalf of

their deceased relatives, do it at the

peril of their own salvation" {Teach-

ings, p. 193).

Yet in his anxiety the Prophet

once observed, "But there has been

a great difficulty in getting anything

into the heads of this generation. It

has been like splitting hemlock knots

with a corndodger for a wedge, and a

pumpkin for a beetle. Even the

Saints are slow to understand"
(Teachings, p. 331).

Importance of genealogy

Our performance manifests that

we are giving neither sufficient time

nor attention to temple work. Genea-
logical research needs more vigor.

Submittal of the four-generation
sheets must be hastened. This pro-

gram was announced thirteen years

ago. Since that time nearly half the

present members of the Church have
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either been born or baptized. We ask

you leaders, Where are the four-gen-

eration sheets from all these new
members? As a matter of fact, where
are yours? Will you see that this

work is done, brethren? This is an

inspired program.

Once you complete your four

generations, you are not finished.

Continue to search out all of your

ancestral lines. The four-generation

project becomes a platform for

launching further research. In fact,

this is one place where you move
forward by reaching backward! "It is

our duty," counseled Elder John A.
Widtsoe, "to secure as complete

genealogies as possible, to discover

our fathers and mothers back to the

last generation, to connect, if it may
be possible, with Adam, our first

father upon the earth— a duty which
we cannot escape" ("Genealogical

Activities in Europe," Utah Genea-
logical and Historical Magazine,
July 1931, p. 104).

There are great promises to

those who do this. All who diligently

search realize that help comes— often

from the other side of the veil. You
see, they are organized and working
there at least as well as we are here!

Elder Melvin J. Ballard testified

that "the spirit and influence of your

dead will guide those who are inter-

ested in finding those records. If

there is anywhere on the earth any-

thing concerning them, you will find

it" (Bryant S. Hinckley, Sermons
and Missionary Services of Melvin

Joseph Ballard Salt Lake City: Dese-

ret Book Company, 1949, p. 230;

italics added). And Elder Widtsoe

said, "I have the feeling . . . that

those who give themselves with all

their might and main to this work
receive help from the other side, and
not merely in gathering genealogies.

Whoever seeks to help those on the

other side receives help in return in

all the affairs of life" ("Genealogical

Activities," p. 104).

1 testify that this is true.

This testimony is echoed by

thousands of humble Latter-day

Saints whose labors bear witness of

this truth! Elisha's words have been

vindicated: "Fear not: for they that

be with us are more than they that be

with [the enemy]" (2 Kings 6:16).

Family and priesthood leaders

involvement

We have introduced the name-
extraction program in many areas in

order that the work might progress

better. Brethren, assist this work
wherever possible.

Young men and young women
must not be left out of the joys of

this special work. Deacons, do you

have a Book of Remembrance? What
about you teachers and priests? Have
you started your own life story? Are

you collecting pictures, certificates,

and spiritual experiences to add inter-

est? Assisting your parents in the

search for your relatives often deve-

lops real pride in your heritage.

You may have heard of the

young man who got involved in this

work. He was sent to the department

store to buy some genealogical sup-

plies. He asked the first clerk he

saw, "Do you have any family group

sheets?" Perplexed, the young lady

replied, "Well we have twin-size

sheets, double, and queen size, but

I'm not sure whether we have family

group sheets!"

To all who may want to help in

preserving family history, we issue

an invitation now to come to the

World Conference on Records this

coming August. This conference is

designed to assist all of us to do

redemptive work for the dead in a

better way.

You leaders in the stakes,

wards, and quorums, assume the ad-

ditional duty to see that every man in

your priesthood quorum fulfills his

responsibility with respect to his
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dead. I quote from President Marion
G. Romney concerning the signifi-

cance of holy covenants: "We are

individually responsible and will be

held accountable for the way in

which we ourselves keep the cov-

enants we enter into, and we shall

also be accountable for the breaking

of covenants by others for whom we
are responsible insofar as such
breaking is the result of our failure

to teach them" (ENSIGN, Nov. 1975,

p. 73; italics added). Ponder that

thought!

A supernal work

Brethren, the great priesthood

leaders of past dispensations look to

us to move this work. All the righ-

teous men and women who ever

lived look to us! We are their only

hope for salvation. We hold the key
to their prison doors. We must set

them free! How can we any longer

ignore their right to salvation? Presi-

dent Brigham Young said, "When I

think upon this subject, I want the

tongues of seven thunders to wake up
the people

'

' (Discourses of Brigham
Young, sel. John A. Widtsoe, Salt

Lake City: Deseret Book Company,
1941, p. 404).

It was this supernal work— re-

demption of the living and the

dead — of which the Prophet Joseph

spoke when he said, "Brethren, shall

we not go on in so great a cause? Go
forward and not backward. Courage,
brethren; and on, on to the vic-

tory! . . . Let the dead speak forth

anthems of eternal praise to the King
Immanuel, ... for the prisoners
shall go free" (D&C 128:22).

O God, please grant that the

spirit of Elijah may fall upon the vast

body of priesthood in thy Church, to

cause thy great work to move for-

ward. In the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder Paul H. Dunn, a member
of the First Quorum of the Seventy,

has addressed us, followed by Elder

A. Theodore Tuttle, also a member of

the First Quorum of the Seventy and
president of the Provo Temple.

Elder Carlos E. Asay, a member
of the Presidency of the First Quorum
of the Seventy, will be our next

speaker.

Elder Carlos E. Asay

Salt

I hold in my hand a test tube

filled with salt. Salt, as you know,
contains two elements— sodium and
chlorine— and is known chemically as

sodium chloride.

This white substance occupies

an important place in our lives. It is

essential to health; body cells must
have salt in order to live and work. It

has antiseptic, or germ-killing, prop-

erties. It is a preservative. It is an
ingredient in many foods and prod-

ucts. And it is estimated that there

are more than fourteen thousand uses
for salt.

According to the historians,

"Salt at one time had religious sig-

nificance, and was a symbol of pu-

rity. . . . Among many peoples, salt

is still used as a sign of honor,

friendship, and hospitality. The
Arabs say 'there is salt between us,'

meaning 'we have eaten together,

and are friends' " (The World Book
Encyclopedia, 1978, 17:69).

The Organizer and Creator of

this world understood perfectly the

nature and importance of salt. More
than thirty-five references to this sub-

stance are found in the scriptures. In


