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be baptized, he said: "And now my
beloved brethren, do you believe

these things? Behold, I say unto you,

yea, I know that ye believe them;

and the way that I know ye believe

them is by the manifestation of the

Spirit which is in me" (Alma 7:17).

To this I bear testimony, after many
wonderful experiences of the in-

fluence of the Holy Ghost, in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder John H. Groberg

My dear brethren, I ask that our
faith be united so the Lord's Spirit

may touch our hearts.

Personal and family histories

I would like to begin by asking

a question. (Don't raise your hand;

just think about it.) How many of

you, regardless of age, have your

personal and family histories up to

date?

As bearers of the priesthood, we
have an obligation to follow the

counsel of the prophet. President

Kimball has made it abundantly clear

that it is very important to write our

personal and family histories. It is so

important that this August the Church
is sponsoring, in Salt Lake City, a

great World Conference on Records

to help all of us, and the whole
world, better understand the vital im-

portance of these histories and to

learn much about how to write them.

Why is the writing of personal

and family histories so important?

There are many reasons. I will focus

on just a few.

By writing personal and family

histories and doing the research re-

quired thereby, we inevitably have
our hearts turned to our fathers as

well as to our children. The Lord
says this must happen, "lest I come
and smite the earth with a curse"

(Mai. 4:6). Let us not be part of a

curse.

Also, by writing personal and
family histories, we are helped im-

measurably in gaining a true, eternal

perspective of hfe. Writing our his-

tories with the proper blend of fact

and feeling (and so often, feelings in

spiritual things are the real facts)

gives us a deep spiritual insight into

the meaning and purpose of our
lives.

I wonder if, as in so many
things, we don't deny ourselves this

deeper spiritual insight by simply ne-

glecting to write our histories.

Becoming sensitive to spiritual

things

Some people say, "I don't have
anything to record. Nothing spiritual

happens to me." I say, "Start
recording, and spiritual things will

happen. They are there all the time,

but we become more sensitive to

them as we write."

Writing our histories will cer-

tainly help us keep our eyes on the

most important of all goals— even the

goal of eternal life.

As we contemplate what those

before us have gone through that we
might be here, as we sense their faith

and courage and feel their love for us

and our love for them, we realize

what is really important. We begin to

comprehend the eternity of the fam-
ily. We gain great insight into the

things of God, and we are not the

same. We talk and act differ-

ently—for we have a deepened
understanding of eternity. We realize

that so-called problems are only what
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we see when we take our eye off our

eternal goal.

The priesthood we hold is the

power to bless others. The priesthood

is eternal; thus, the blessings of the

priesthood are eternal. Every use of

the priesthood has eternal signifi-

cance— including the writing of per-

sonal and family histories.

We have all been thrilled and

humbled by the announcement of the

new temples. I wonder how many
personal histories written in the last

few days have recorded great moving
expressions of gratitude to God for

earnestly prayed-for and sincerely

sacrificed-for temples? I wonder how
many personal histories will yet

record such great feelings of grati-

tude as the future unfolds?

Writing motivates righteousness

Writing histories should be a

great motivation to do what is right.

You young men, how many of your

histories record, "I will serve a mis-

sion; I will live worthy to go to the

temple; I know President Kimball is

a prophet; I will follow his

direction"?

I ask that every bearer of the

priesthood resolve to do what is nec-

essary to write in his personal

history.

"Today I went to the temple

and received my endowments"; or,

"Today I went to the temple, where
our family was sealed together"; or,

"Today I went to the temple and did

the work for my great grandfather (or

other ancestors)"; or, "Today I went
to the temple with my brother or

friend or neighbor and witnessed

their sealing."

If you resolve to do it, you will

do it. Do not let anything stand in

your way.

Example showing spiritual strength

for posterity

There is something eternal in the

very nature of writing, as is so

graphically illustrated by the scrip-

tures themselves. In a very real

sense, our properly written histories

are a very important part of our fam-

ily scripture and become a great

source of spiritual strength to us and

to our posterity.

For example, let me give you a

brief incident from a family history

in Hawaii. It involves sacrifice and

temple blessings and true eternal

perspective.

In the early 1900s, a young
father and his family joined the

Church in Hawaii. He was enthused

about his new-found religion, and
after two years of membership both

he and his eldest son held the priest-

hood. They prospered and enjoyed
the fellowship of the little branch.

They anxiously looked forward to

being sealed as a family for eternity

in the temple soon to be completed

in Laie.

Then, as so often happens, a

test crossed their path. One of their

daughters became ill with an un-

known disease and was taken away
to a strange hospital. People in

Hawaii were understandably wary of

unknown diseases, as such diseases

had wrought so much havoc there.

The concerned family went to

church the next Sunday, looking for-

ward to the strength and under-

standing they would receive from
their fellow members. It was a small

branch. This young father and his

son very often took the responsibiUty

for blessing and passing the sacra-

ment. This was one such Sunday.
They reverently broke the bread
while the congregation sang the

sacrament hymn. When the hynm
was finished, the young father began
to kneel to offer the sacrament pray-

er. Suddenly the branch president,

realizing who was at the sacred table,

sprang to his feet. He pointed his

finger and cried, "Stop. You can't

touch the sacrament. Your daughter

has an unknown disease. Leave im-

mediately while someone else fixes
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new sacrament bread. We can't have

you here. Go."
How would you react? What

would you do?
The stunned father slowly stood

up. He searchingly looked at the

branch president, then at the congre-

gation. Then, sensing the depth of

anxiety and embarrassment from all,

he motioned to his family and they

quietly filed out of the chapel.

Not a word was said as, with

faces to the ground, they moved
along the dusty trail to their small

home. The young son noticed the

firmness in his fatiher's clenched fists

and the tenseness of his set jaw.

When they entered their home they

all sat in a circle, and the father said,

"We will be silent until I am ready

to speak." All sorts of thoughts went
through the mind of this young boy.

He envisioned his father coming up

with many novel ways of getting re-

venge. Would they kill the branch

president's pigs, or bum his house,

or join another church? He could

hardly wait to see what would
happen.

Five minutes, ten minutes, fif-

teen minutes— not a sound. He
glanced at his father. His eyes were
closed, his mouth was set, his fingers

clenched, but no sound. Twenty min-
utes, twenty-five minutes — still noth-

ing. Then he noticed a slight relaxing

of his father's hands, a small tremor

on his father's lips, then a barely

perceptible sob. He looked at his

father— tears were trickling down his

cheeks from closed eyes. Soon he
noticed his mother was crying also,

then one child, then another, and

soon the whole family.

Finally, the father opened his

eyes, cleared his throat, and an-

nounced, "I am now ready to speak.

Listen carefully." He slowly turned

to his wife and said, meaningfully,

"I love you." Then turning to each

child, he told them individually, "I

love you. I love all of you and I

want us to be together, forever, as a

family. And the only way that can be
is for all of us to be good members
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-

ter-day Saints and be sealed by his

holy priesthood in the temple. This is

not the branch president's church. It

is the Church of Jesus Christ. We
will not let any man or any amount
of hurt or embarrassment or pride

keep us from being together forever.

Next Sunday we will go back to

church. We will stay by ourselves

until our daughter's sickness is

known, but we will go back."
This great man had proper eter-

nal perspective.

The daughter's health problem
was resolved; the family did go to

the temple when it was completed.

The children did remain faithful and
were likewise sealed to their own
families in the temple as time went
on. Today over 100 souls in this

family are active members of the

Church and call their father, grand-

father, and great-grandfather blessed

because he kept his eyes on eternity,

because he used his priesthood to

bless his family, and because he
recorded his feelings. How the heart

of this father turned to his children,

and how his children's hearts turned

to him.

Influence of our histories

All of you have similar incidents

in your families. Search them out.

Record them. Live by them, and pass

them on to your posterity.

I have a strong feeling that

when this life is over, our personal

and family histories and the influence

they wield will be of much greater

importance than we now think.

Brethren, this is the work of the

Lord. I testify that he lives and that

he has great influence in our lives.

May we have this understanding of

eternity and see and feel and record
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his influence in our lives, I do hum-
bly pray, in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Elder W. Grant Bangerter, a

member of the First Quorum of the

Seventy, has addressed us, followed
by Elder John H. Groberg, a member
of the First Quorum of the Seventy.

We shall now be pleased to listen

to President Marion G. Romney, Sec-

ond Counselor in the First Presidency.

President Marion G. Romney

My beloved brethren, I have en-

joyed this meeting very much. I have
two talks here, and I have been think-

ing about which one I had better give.

Both of them are too long, and we
have already been well fed in this

priesthood meeting.

Grateful for priesthood

responsibilities

It's a great thing to hold the

priesthood of God, to represent him
in the world. I am very grateful for

his mercies unto me— the great op-

portunities that he has given me in

my life to serve him. From the time I

was a child, I have had a priesthood

responsibility that I have tried to ful-

fill, and I want to express my appre-

ciation to the Lord in the hearing of

all of you brethren here tonight; 1

want him to know that I am grateful

for the opportunities I have had in

my life, for my ancestors on both my
paternal and maternal side.

I have had association with the

General Authorities now for about

forty years, serving with them, and I

have enjoyed my labors very much. I

can bear witness to the righteousness

of the men with whom I have la-

bored. It's a great thing to labor with

men like President Kimball and
President Tanner. They are men
without guile. They are men who do
Herculean tasks, who labor far

beyond their normal strength and
who are held up and prospered by
the power of the Lord that rests upon

them. I am grateful for my opportu-

nity of laboring with them, and I am
grateful for the power that I have felt

here tonight in these talks that have
been given so well and with so much
spirit.

Pray for spirit of discernment

I want to leave you my testi-

mony and express my desire to re-

main faithful all the days of my life.

I pray to the Lord for discernment
that I xan enjoy the promptings of
the Spirit. There are many scriptures

that are very dear to me, but one that

has been perhaps as useful to me as

any other scripture 1 can remember is

the statement of the Lord that "the

Spirit giveth light to every man that

Cometh into the world; and the Spirit

enlighteneth every man through the

world, that hearkeneth to the voice of
the Spirit.

"And every one that hearkeneth

to the voice of the Spirit cometh unto

God, even the Father.

"And the Father teacheth him of

the covenant [of the gospel]" (D&C
84:46-48).

Try. to live, brethren, so that

you can have the Spirit with you in

all your activities. Pray for the spirit

of discernment that you may hear the

promptings of the Spirit and under-

stand them and then pray for courage

to do them, to follow the guidance of

the Spirit. This is a great era of the

world's history in. which to live. We
are living in the dispensation of the

fulness of times.


