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Sunday, April 6

GENERAL CONFERENCE

Second Day

and affiliation with the kingdom of

God?" Here are some suggestions:

First, utilize in personally help-

ful ways the advice and counsel of

our prophet. One of our unique char-

acteristics, as a people, is the fact

that we have a divinely appointed

leader, a heavenly designee, whose
authoritative responsibility has per-

sisted for 150 years, beginning at this

very spot with the first elder of the

Church, Joseph Smith. A prophet's

words are designed to provide joy for

us and for those we love, to include

direction that will intensify our eter-

nal effectiveness.

Second, become more expres-

sive to our friends, family members,
and neighbors concerning this great

restoration. In a revelation given on
this very day one and one-half cen-

turies ago, Jesus expressed the neces-

sity of being effective missionaries

when he said, "That as many as

would believe and be baptized in his

holy name, and endure in faith to the

end, should be saved" (D&C 20:25).

Third, serve, as called, in the

kingdom. In this same April 1830
revelation, the Lord said: "All those

who ... are willing to take upon
them the name of Jesus Christ, hav-

ing a determination to serve him to

the end, and truly manifest by their

works that they have received of the

Spirit of Christ . . . shall be received

by baptism into his church" (D&C

20:37; itahcs added).

Fourth, walk "in holiness before

the Lord" (D&C 20:69; see also

21:4). The Lord went on to say, a

sesquicentennial ago, that "by doing

these things the gates of hell shall

not prevail against you; yea, and the

Lord God will disperse the powers of

darkness from before you, and cause

the heavens to shake for your good,

and his name's glory'' (D&C 21:6;

italics added). The most significant

sermons we will ever preach will be
through the acts we perform.

These are four simple steps, but

from them can come happiness and
peace that surpass understanding . To
reiterate:

First, follow the loving counsel

of our prophet and other Church
leaders.

Second, teach the gospel of

Jesus Christ. Doesn't integrity de-

mand that we tell others about this

great restoration?

Third, serve the Master. Mani-
fest our testimonies through our
words and works.

Fourth, walk in holiness and
live the commandments.

May each of us, as part of this

great jubilee year and sesquicenten-

nial celebration, conform our lives in

building, loving, forgiving, and heal-

ing ways to express gratitude for all

we have, I pray in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

This has been a glorious confer-

ence, my brothers and sisters! I have
felt close to those of you in the Taber-

nacle, even though we are separated

by a whole continent.

Greatness measured by deeds,
service

This great sesquicentennial con-

ference has brought us all close to

the beginnings of this dispensation.

We have been refreshed because of

those reminders. But even as we
speak of beginnings, events in the

world remind us that we are moving
ever closer to the ending of this dis-

pensation. So, for me, this confer-

ence has been filled with memories
and also with anticipation— feelings

which have combined to make me
more grateful than ever for the privi-

lege of being a part of this great

latter-day work.
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Viewed in perspective, 150
years isn't really a very long time,

even in human history. It is but a

brief moment in eternity. You and 1

know that, actually, individuals and
institutions are measured by deeds,

not days; by service, not centuries.

Just as an individual's life can often

make up in quality what it lacks in

length of years, so The Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has

compressed into 150 years many sig-

nificant accomplishments. We don't

have to be old to be great.

We have now had twelve Presi-

dents of the Church. I wish to ex-

press my deep and heartfelt

appreciation for each and all of the

eleven Presidents who have preceded
me and for all that they and their

associates and the general member-
ship of the Church were able to

achieve, often in the face of seem-
ingly insurmountable obstacles.

Steadfastness of members

One cannot study the history of

the Church without being impressed
with how steadfast the majority of

the Saints have always been in the

midst of difficulty. I sense that same
steadfastness in the Church today.

Our members know their Lord. They
know his leaders. They know their

Master's voice and follow it. They
do not follow strange voices nor the

spurious enticements of strangers.

We have been entrusted with a

special message for all the world.

We must ever be conscious of that

trust and ever be on the alert. There
is a tide to be taken now in the af-

fairs of the Church in all the earth

which will lift us up and carry us

forward as never before. Let us then

not weary in well doing.

Hold fast to iron rod

Now, my brothers and sisters,

as we move into the last half of the

Church's second century, let us keep
our faith beautifully simple. May we,

as Paul said, be "wise unto that

which is good, and simple con-

cerning evil" (Rom. 16:19). Learn to

recognize evil, and shun it always.

May we keep Church programs and

organizations simple. If we do, we
will build to a thrilling and rewarding

momentum in the days and months
and years ahead. The Savior urged

his followers to be "wise as ser-

pents, and harmless as doves" (Matt.

10:16). Let us follow that counsel

today. Let us so live that if people

speak critically of us they must do so

falsely and without justification.

Let us hold fast to the iron rod.

The Savior urged us to put our hand

to the plow without looking back. In

that spirit we are being asked to have

humility and a deep and abiding faith

in the Lord and to move forward —
trusting in him, refusing to be divert-

ed from our course, either by the

ways of the world or the praise of

the world. I see that quality of read-

iness and devotion in our people

today. There is so much yet to be

done! Let us, then, move forward; let

us continue the journey with length-

ened stride. The Lord will lead us

along, and he will be in our midst

and not forsake us.

1 know with all my soul that

Jesus Christ is the Son of God, that

he died on the cross and was resur-

rected from the dead. He is the risen

Lord, the Great Presiding High
Priest, and he stands at the head of

the Church. Of this I testify this

beautiful Easter Sunday, on this great

anniversary of the restoration and or-

ganization of the Church on this very

spot 150 years ago. In the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Fayette Branch choir and the

Mormon Youth Chorus sang the

hymn "We Ever Pray for Thee." The
Mormon Youth Chorus then rendered

"God Be with You."
Elder Eldred G. Smith pro-

nounced the benediction.


