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and recreation, for which time is also

provided. Let your love of each
member of your family be uncon-
ditional. Where there are challenges,

you fail only if you fail to keep
trying!

We genuinely welcome help,

real help, from churches, schools,

colleges, and universities, from
thoughtful men and women of every

race, creed, and culture who care

about the family. But, as indicated

earlier, if the supporting network of

institutions does not function ade-

quately, then we will do our part

anyway. There is no lack of clarity

in what the Lord has told us. We
cannot shirk. He has placed the re-

sponsibility directly where it belongs,

and he holds us accountable with re-

gard to the duties of parents to teach

their children correct principles and
of the need to walk uprightly before

the Lord— and there is no substitute

for teaching our children by the elo-

quence of example.

Families can be forever

Oh, brothers and sisters, fami-

lies can be forever! Do not let the

lures of the moment draw you away
from them! Divinity, eternity, and

family — they go together, hand in

hand, and so must we!

I bear you my solemn witness

that God lives, that Jesus Christ

lives, and that he is our Savior and
Redeemer. I leave you my love and

my blessings, in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

Following President Kimball's

address, the Tabernacle Choir sang
the hymn "Guide Us, O Thou Great

Jehovah" without announcement.

President Marion G. Romney

We have just heard from Presi-

dent Spencer W. Kimball, followed

by the Tabernacle Choir singing

"Guide Us, O Though Great
Jehovah."

It will now be our pleasure to

hear from President N. Eldon Tanner,

First Counselor in the First Presidency

of the Church.

President N. Eldon Tanner

Follow the prophet

I feel it a privilege and a blessing

to be able to be with you this morning
in this session of conference. To fol-

low President Kimball is something
that I have tried to do now for about
seven years. And if I can succeed, I

am going to make a go of it. I am so

happy to be with you this day, to

partake of the spirit that is always
present in the conferences, to hear the

Tabernacle Choir, and to hear the ser-

mons of the leadership of this great

church.

Testimony

I was not prepared to talk at all,

but President Kimball asked me if I

would like to say a few words. I

would like to bear my testimony to

my family, friends, businessmen, and
the world. I have had the great privi-

lege of being with four Presidents of

this church and of seeing how the

Lord works through them. One can-

not doubt when he sees them that

they are prophets of God, leading us

in the paths of truth and righteous-

ness and helping us to prepare our-

selves and our children for eternal

life.

We know we are spirit children

of God, and we were present when it

was decided to form an earth here

where we could come and dwell and
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prove ourselves worthy, by keeping

the commandments, to go back into

the presence of our Heavenly Father.

That is why the earth was created.

Jesus Christ was chosen to be

the Savior of the world. He gave the

plan of life and salvation to the

prophets in the old days, as recorded

in Genesis and elsewhere. We know
who we are, where we came from,

why we are here, and how we can

get back to his presence.

We are very fortunate in having

a testimony of the teachings of the

gospel of Jesus Christ. I hope and
pray that all of us will do our best in

the duties that are given to us. May
our example and influence be felt for

good wherever we are. In the name
of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Marion G. Romney

We have just heard from Presi-

dent N. Eldon Tanner. We shall now
hear from Elder L. Tom Perry, a

member of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles

.

Elder L. Tom Perry

"For the earth is full, and there

is enough and to spare; yea, I pre-

pared all things and have given unto

the children of men to be agents unto

themselves" (D&C 104:17).

Law of the harvest

I marvel each year as I witness

the system which the Lord has pro-

vided to supply for the needs of His

children here on the earth. Each
spring I follow a piece of string tied

between two stakes to make a

straight line, and with my hoe in

hand I proceed to drop two or three

seeds into good, fertile soil. Each fall

I am overwhelmed with the

bounteous harvest. Those few seeds

have grown into tall plants, and each

seed for the most part has produced a

full golden ear containing more than

a hundredfold of the original seed

which was dropped into the soil a

few months earlier. Each season of

harvest one must be overwhelmed
with humble gratitude for the bless-

ings of the Lord to His children.

The Savior must have appre-

ciated this process, for He used the

example of this growth cycle many
times as He taught in parables during

His earthly ministry. We find lesson

after lesson in His teachings using

examples from the Lord's supply sys-

tem. We find parables concerning the

sower (see Matt. 13:3-23), the seed

growing by itself (see Mark 4:26-29),

the tares (see Matt. 13:24-30), the

unfruitful fig tree (see Luke 13:6-9),

the fig tree's leaves (see Matt. 24:32-

33), treasures hidden in a field (see

Matt. 13:44), and many, many oth-

ers. Is it any wonder we found His

disciples teaching after His earthly

ministry, "Be not deceived; God is

not mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap"
(Gal. 6:7).

One must be impressed with the

great message of the Lord's law of

the harvest. His system produces

growth, multiplication, and abundant

rewards. Surely as we watch the

blessings of this growth cycle each

year, we would expect His children

to catch the vision of their mortal

potential.. He has entrusted to many
of His children during their earthly

ministry the opportunity of caring for

His special creations— His sons and
His daughters. It is surely the great-

est of all responsibilities which He
has delegated to mankind.

Concern for families

I have spent some time in the

last few months listening— listening


