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God shall be unfolded unto you, and

then shall you be made rich" (D&C
6:7).

"Behold, he that hath eternal

life is rich" (D&C 11:7).

Formula for success

What, then, do we want you to

do? Simply this:

Be good!

Study the gospel.

Live it!

Stay active in the Church.
Receive the ordinances.

Keep your covenants.

I do not know at this moment
whether you are learning. I do know
that what I am teaching is true.

One day each of you will know
that some things are not divisible.

The love of your parents is one of

them. Parents do not love one child

more than another— nor less. Each
receives all of it.

Position and wealth are no more
essential to true happiness in mortal-

ity than their absence can prevent

you from achieving it.

I can envision a day, in the gen-

erations ahead, when I would regard

you and your children, and theirs,

struggling with the challenges of life.

I may see you go the full dis-

tance of mortality without becoming
either well-known or wealthy. I can
see myself falling to my knees to

thank a generous God that my pray-

ers have been answered, that you
have succeeded, that you are truly

happy.

We now move into an uncertain

future. But we are not uncertain.

Children, bear testimony, build Zion.

Then you will find true success,

complete happiness.

I know that God lives, that

Jesus is the Christ, and that in the

gospel is true success, in the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

Elder M. Russell Ballard will be

our next speaker. He will be followed

by Elder Derek A. Cuthbert, a mem-
ber of the First Quorum of the

Seventy.

Elder M. Russell Ballard

Since last conference, I have

come to know that many of our Heav-
enly Father's children need help with

their problems. Hundreds of letters

filled with pleas for help have come
to the General Authorities. Fathers

plead for their sons, mothers for their

daughters, boys and girls for their

parents. The contents of these letters

have been heartrending.

I have learned firsthand that the

wounds of those who suffer spiritual-

ly can be healed when you and I put

forth the extra personal effort re-

quired to reach out to them.

Jesus Christ has the power to

heal all manner of illness, whether
spiritual or physical. A woman was

healed by simply touching the border

of his garment, as recorded in the

book of Luke:

"And Jesus said, Somebody
hath touched me: for I perceive that

virtue is gone out of me.
"And when the woman saw that

she was not hid, she came trembling,

and falling down before him, she de-

clared unto him before all the people

for what cause she had touched him,

and how she was healed
immediately.

"And he said unto her, Daugh-
ter, be of good comfort: thy faith

hath made thee whole; go in peace."

(Luke 8:46-48.)



ELDER M. RUSSELL BALLARD 31

Touching others' lives

Can the Master touch others'

lives though you and me? Oh yes, he

can, and he will if we will just do
our part. A home teacher in Florida

let the Savior's touch be felt in this

way. I quote, excerpts from a letter to

me dated July 8, 1980.

"When I joined the Church in

1973, my husband did not join. He
didn't want to come to meetings, and

he wasn't sure there was a God
anyway.

"In 1975 our home teacher be-

came my husband's best friend. For
more than three years he missed
coming only once. My husband
found in our home teacher someone
to talk to. He unburdened his years

of bitterness and unhappiness. He
had never had a real friend before in

his entire life.

"In August 1978, our home
teacher told us he was moving. We
were heartbroken. On his last visit,

our home teacher, with my husband's
permission, talked about how one

can gain a testimony.

"In November, Elder Ballard,

you came to our stake and taught the

gospel at a special fireside. My hus-

band and I attended and at the con-

clusion of the meeting, you put your

arm around my husband and the Lord
spoke through you. You told my hus-

band that our Heavenly Father loved

him and wanted him to be baptized

and that the Church needed him.

"That night my husband made a

decision to be baptized. We called

our former home teacher, now living

in Louisiana, to see when he could

come to baptize my husband. He
came and baptized him. One year

later he was with us and our family

when we were sealed for time and
eternity in the Washington Temple.

"Although you may not remem-
ber us— for we know you meet many
people every year— our lives were
touched in an unforgettable way. We
are especially grateful to our faithful

home teacher."

The Savior's touch

In another instance, a Young
Women teacher had a blind girl in

her class whose participation was
limited because she could not study

in the usual way. The teacher would
go to the girl's home and read out

loud while the girl translated her per-

sonal progress book into braille. The
work took two years. The teacher

also encouraged the other girls in the

class to help. Under her direction,

they went to the blind girl's home
and read to her from the manual until

it was translated into braille.

The Master's touch through that

teacher reached out and blessed not

only this girl but many others who
are blind, because the braille transla-

tion is available at the general offices

of the Young Women organization.

Sometimes the Savior's touch

can reach others through little bodies

with big hearts. A lovely woman had
received the missionary discussions

but had not made the final com-
mitment to be baptized. One Sunday
she decided to attend sacrament
meeting in a ward where she was not

acquainted. She wanted a place
where she could be alone with her

thoughts. She sat beside a little boy.

As the sacrament was passed, this

little boy noticed that she did not

take the sacrament bread. When it

came to him, he carefully broke it in

two and gave half to her. The
woman was very impressed that a

child would perform such a mean-
ingful act of kindness. That day she

contacted the missionaries and said,

"If this is what you teach the chil-

dren in your church, I want to be-

come a member. '

'

"Help my son to understand"

The Lord taught the Nephites,

"Therefore, hold up your light that it

may shine unto the world. Behold I

am the light which ye shall hold

up." (3 Ne. 18:24.) A recent ex-

ample of the light of the Lord touch-
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ing someone who needed it

desperately came when I called upon
a very close friend shortly after the

death of his eternal companion. I

asked him, "What can I now do to

help?" He answered, "Help my son

to understand." You see, this son
loved his mother very much. When
he saw her suffer month after month,
he began to feel that the prayers and
the priesthood blessings went unan-

swered. This caused his faith in our

Heavenly Father to waiver, and he
lost the light of the Lord in his life.

The words rang in my ears:

"Help my son to understand." I

asked myself, "How? What can I

do?" Finally, I invited him to come
to Church headquarters to talk with

me. When he arrived and we went to

the lunchroom, a most unusual cir-

cumstance unfolded while we were
eating. During our visit, many Gen-
eral Authorities came by our table

and greeted us. Most importantly, he

shook hands with eight of the Twelve
Apostles that sit here on the stand.

Never before or since have I seen

that many members of the Twelve in

the lunchroom at one time.

As we were leaving the Church
offices, another unusual thing hap-

pened. We caught a glimpse of Presi-

dent Kimball, and my young friend

asked, "Does President Kimball ever

talk to someone like me?" Circum-
stances that would rarely happen
again placed us with President Kim-
ball for a few minutes. The short

time with him was unforgettably im-

pressive. His instructions were eter-

nal, and his love for this young man
was unquestionable. My friend's

heart and mine were touched deeply

during those few minutes.

President Kimball's final state-

ment to this young man, after giving

him a loving embrace, impressed my
friend very much. He said, "My
boy, when you come home from
your mission, you will understand

more fully the things we have been
talking about." That day a prophet

of God reached out as I suppose only

a prophet can. Through him, the

Savior touched the life of my friend

and turned him toward the light of

the Lord.

As we returned to the parking

area, I put my arm around him and
said, "I know that your mother
knows you are here today. Because
of her love and devotion to the Lord
and her great love for you, I am sure

our Heavenly Father has allowed her

influence to be felt here today."
Tears flowed, attitudes changed, di-

rections became clear, and com-
mitments were made.

What a thrill, my brothers and

sisters, to report a few months later

to President Kimball that this fine

young man was serving faithfully and

diligently as a full-time missionary!

Faith and prayers

Finally, may I share how the

Lord will touch our personal lives

through our own faith and prayers. A
beautiful baby girl came to our son's

home only to stay with them here on
earth for less than five months. The
love and care given to her by her

parents was deeply touching. The
struggle of this infant granddaughter
for life was almost more than we
could bear. The night before her

passing, we went to the Logan hospi-

tal giving what support we could to

our children.

Later that evening in my son's

home, his mother and I knelt with

him and prayed for guidance. When
we returned to the hospital and I took

my tiny little grandchild's hand and
looked at her, I felt the Savior's

touch. Into my mind came the

words, as though spoken by her to

me, "Don't worry, grandpa; I'll be

all right." Peace came into my heart.

The Master's touch fell upon all of

us. Soon thereafter she was released

to go home again to her heavenly
parents.
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Oh, yes, brothers and sisters; we
can feel the Savior's touch, and we
can help others feel that divine

touch. We can bless each other by
reaching out to the wayward youth,

the inactive adult, the widowed, the

aged, the sick, and to all of God's
children everywhere, member and
nonmember of the Church alike.

We somehow need to realize the

vital importance of feeling the bless-

ings of the gospel and the peace of

the Lord in our lives individually.

That is much more significant than

how well the mechanics of a program
may be working in our wards and
stakes. Oh, that every parent,

teacher, and Church leader would
know that we can bless each other

when we administer the Savior's

touch to the benefit of our
fellowmen.

I realize that many of you are

very conscious of the needs of oth-

ers. I also know that you and I can
do much more. Let us make the

choice never to let a day pass with-

out striving to touch the life of some-
one through our service! Then we
can cherish and appreciate more the

Savior's beautiful admonition: "Veri-

ly I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least of

these my brethren, ye have done it

unto me" (Matt. 25:40).

I bear testimony that Jesus is the

Christ, the Son of the living God,
that he touched the life of the

Prophet Joseph Smith, and that

through him the fulness of the gospel

has been restored to the earth to bless

and guide all mankind. This witness

and testimony I bear in the sacred

and beloved name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

Elder Derek A. Cuthbert

My wife and I have just cele-

brated a remarkable thirtieth

anniversary. Thirty years ago, young
missionaries of The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints knocked
on our door in Nottingham, England.

How did their message appeal to

two active members of another
church? We, and generations before

us, had held membership in the es-

tablished church of the land. Further-

more, we were very happy with our

way of life. Two precious children

had graced our home, and a new job

in a large industrial company was
giving challenge and enjoyment.

What more could we hope for?

What could add to our happiness? As
the missionaries taught us and prayed

with us, we began to realize that

there were gaps in our life, that we
had unfulfilled needs. For a few min-
utes may I share with you ten ways
in which our lives became even more
purposeful and happy as these needs

were fulfilled. I am sure you will be

able to identify some of these needs
in your life, in your home, in your
family.

Communication with God

First, we realized that our com-
munication with God was not often

enough or strong enough. True, we
had always said our individual pray-

ers, but when, because of the mis-

sionaries, we also started to pray
together regularly as husband and
wife and with our children, we expe-

rienced a tremendous feeling of
closeness, not only with each other

but with the Almighty God.
The missionaries had taught us

that he is a personal being, that he is

literally our Father, and prayers be-

gan to flow from the heart and were
no longer repetitious. We came to

know him as a loving Father, just

and kind, reliable and true. What
great need there is in the world today
to commune with the Infinite, to talk


