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world to die upon the cross for the

sins of the world; and that the Holy
Ghost— a personage of spirit, a spirit

man— is their minister and witness,

whose revelations and gifts and en-

dowments are available to the faithful

in every nation and among all

people.

And we now say, as we have

been commanded to do, "Fear God
and give glory to him, for the hour

of his judgment is come;
"And worship him that made

heaven, and earth, and the sea, and
the fountains of waters" (D&C
133:38-39).

Turn to the Lord

We say: Come worship the Lord

in the beauty of holiness. Come wor-

ship the Lord, the Almighty, the

King of creation. Come unto Christ

and believe and obey his law, for no
man cometh unto the Father but by
him or by his word. Come and re-

joice in the revelations of the Lord to

Joseph Smith and the prophets of lat-

ter days, for they are the revealers of

Christ and the witnesses of God in

these last days.

Turn ye to the Lord our God.
Repent of all your sins. Forsake false

doctrines; flee from false gods; seek

the truth.

Do not be deceived by the doc-

trines of men or of devils. Cleave

unto the truth and be believing as

was the case with those of old for

whom the heavens were rent and
who made their callings and election

sure in the days of their mortal pro-

bation (see 2 Pet. 1:10).

Oh, God our Father, wilt thou

look upon thy children everywhere in

love and mercy, grant them repen-

tance, and lead them in thy holy way
so they may gain peace in this life

and eternal life in the world to come.
In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,

amen.

Following Elder McConkie's
talk, the Choir sang "Go Ye into

Every Nation" without
announcement.

President Spencer W. Kimball

We have just listened to Elder

Bruce R. McConkie, a member of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles, fol-

lowed by the Choir singing "Go Ye
into Every Nation."

The choir and congregation will

now join in singing "Now Let Us
Rejoice," following which Elder J.

Thomas Fyans, a member of the Pres-

idency of the First Quorum of the

Seventy, shall speak to us.

The choir and congregation sang

the hymn "Now Let Us Rejoice."

Elder J. Thomas Fyans

Mount St. Helens

I, like you, heard of the

eruptions of Mount St. Helens. We
read in newspapers and magazines,

heard on radio, and saw on television

descriptions of this great phenome-
non. All of my perception of what
had gone on was secondhand.

Three weeks ago, however, I

was in Longview, Washington,
which figuratively speaking is at the

foot of Mount St. Helens. For fifty

miles the river runs from this vol-

cano. I saw huge dredges and drag-

lines pulling material from the river

channel and depositing it, covering

acres of ground, piling it higher than
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the average man is tall. I saw. I par-

tially understood the power unleashed

by that great manifestation of dis-

comfort of Mount St. Helens. It has

been estimated that Wi cubic miles

of material spewed forth from the

volcano.

I should like to paint another

picture of power that transcends
Mount St. Helens and Vesuvius and

all the earthquakes and tornados and

other like disruptions of our physical

tranquillity.

May I pose to our nonmember
friends a question or two first?

Perhaps you have wondered
what your Mormon friend believes.

May we now go to the mountain

of Mormonism and see and perhaps

understand why your friend believes

as he does. Because the power that

comes from this mountain will affect

your life— yes, your eternal life.

May we earnestly pray together

that by your seeing and feeling hope-

fully there will come understanding.

There are seven events of great

eternal consequence that your Mor-
mon friend would like to share with

you.

The First Vision

Event number one: This mag-
nificent manifestation of power began

on a beautiful spring morning in the

year 1820. An earnest seeker after

truth went to a grove of trees made
sacred by this event and knelt in

humble supplication to his Heavenly
Father, the Creator of mountains and

valleys and oceans and all that we
see by day and the celestial lights of

the stars and planets that we observe

by night.

The heavens were opened and
this great and noble spirit, Joseph

Smith, entered into direct communi-
cation with heavenly beings. Let

your eyes see and your hearts feel,

and let there be at least partial under-

standing as we listen to the word
picture of this event.

"I saw a pillar of light exactly

over my head, above the brightness

of the sun, which descended gradu-

ally until it fell upon me.
"... When the light rested

upon me I saw two Personages,

whose brightness and glory defy all

description, standing above me in the

air. One of them spake unto me,
calling me by name and said, point-

ing to the other— This is My Beloved
Son. Hear Him!" (JS-H, 1:16-17.)

All uncertainty fled away. Jo-

seph Smith had personal knowledge
of the reality of these divine beings.

The Father and the Son, the creators

of the universe, appeared to Joseph
Smith.

Moroni's visit

Event number two: Three years

have passed since this first great vi-

sion. It is now 1823. Another light

appeared— and an angel instructed

the boy prophet. May we again listen

in.

"While I was thus in the act of

calling upon God, I discovered a

light appearing in my room, which
continued to increase until the room
was lighter than at noonday, when
immediately a personage appeared at

my bedside, standing in the air, for

his feet did not touch the floor.

"He called me by name, and
said unto me that he was a messen-

ger sent from the presence of God to

me, and that his name was Moroni;

that God had a work for me to

do. . . .

"He said there was a book
deposited, written upon gold plates,

giving an account of the former in-

habitants of this continent, and the

source from whence they sprang. He
also said that the fulness of the ever-

lasting Gospel was contained in it, as

delivered by the Savior to the ancient

inhabitants." (JS-H, 1:30, 33-34.)
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Book of Mormon

Event number three: Four more
years pass. "At length the time ar-

rived for obtaining the plates. . . .

On the twenty-second day of Septem-
ber, one thousand eight hundred and
twenty-seven, ... the same heavenly
messenger delivered them up to me
with this charge: that I should be

responsible for them." (JS — H,
1:59.)

Golden plates were now deli-

vered containing a precious message
to be whispered as though from the

dust through the divine instrumenta-

tion of the powers of translation.

Let's catch the spirit of the

translation process as described by
Oliver Cowdery: " 'These were days

never to be forgotten— to sit under

the sound of a voice dictated by the

inspiration of heaven, awakened the

utmost gratitude of this bosom! Day
after day I continued, uninterrupted

to write from his mouth, as he trans-

lated . . . the history or record called

"The Book of Mormon" '
"

(JS-H, p. 57.)

Restoration of the priesthood

Event number four: Two addi-

tional years pass. And now comes
another visitation, bringing power
from on high. The Aaronic Priest-

hood, which holds special keys, is

restored to the earth. It's described in

these words.

"We still continued the work of

translation, when, in the ensuing

month (May, 1829), we on a certain

day went into the woods to pray and

inquire of the Lord respecting bap-

tism for the remission of sins, that

we found mentioned in the transla-

tion of the plates. While we were
thus employed, praying and calling

upon the Lord, a messenger from
heaven descended in a cloud of light,

and having laid his hands upon us,

he ordained us, saying:

"Upon you my fellow servants,

in the name of Messiah, I confer the

Priesthood of Aaron, which holds the

keys of the ministering of angels, and

of the gospel of repentance, and of
baptism by immersion for the remis-

sion of sins, . . .

"The messenger who visited us

on this occasion and conferred this

Priesthood upon us, said that his

name was John, the same that is

called John the Baptist in the New
Testament, and that he acted under

the direction of Peter, James and
John, who held the keys of the

Priesthood of Melchizedek, which

Priesthood, he said, would in due
time be conferred on us." (JS —

H

1:68-69, 72.)

Peter, James, and John came
and ordained them to the Melchize-

dek Priesthood, which holds the

power to act in the name of Deity.

An acquaintance of Joseph
Smith made this interesting observa-

tion: "If you were to ask Joseph
what sort of a looking man Adam
was, he would tell you at once; he
would tell you his size and appear-

ance and all about him. You might
have asked him what sort of men
Peter, James and John were, and he
could have told you." (John Taylor,

in Journal of Discourses, 18:326.)

You see, my non-Mormon
friends, he knew them because he
had a personal relationship with
them.

Visit of the Savior

Event number five: "It's the

year 1836. Now comes a personal

manifestation of the Savior to Joseph

Smith and Oliver Cowdery, which

they describe in these beautiful

words:

"The veil was taken from our

minds, and the eyes of our under-

standing were opened.

"We saw the Lord standing

upon the breastwork of the pulpit,

before us; and under his feet was a

paved work of pure gold, in color

like amber.
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"His eyes were as a flame of

fire; the hair of his head was white

like the pure snow; his countenance

shone above the brightness of the

sun; and his voice was as the sound

of the rushing of great waters, even

the voice of Jehovah, saying:

"I am the first and the last; I

am he who liveth, I am he who was
slain; I am your advocate with the

Father." (D&C 110:1-4.)

Let me share with you an eye-

witness account of some of these

events and I quote:
"

'I shall not attempt to paint to

you the feelings of this heart, nor the

majestic beauty and glory which sur-

rounded us on this occasion; but you
will believe me when I say, that

earth, nor men, with the eloquence

of time, cannot begin to clothe lan-

guage in as interesting and sublime a

manner as this holy personage. No;
nor has this earth power to give the

joy, to bestow the peace, or com-
prehend the wisdom which was con-

tained in each sentence as they were
delivered by the power of the Holy
Spirit! . . . The assurance that we
were in the presence of an angel, the

certainty that we heard the voice of

Jesus, and the truth unsullied as it

flowed from a pure personage, dic-

tated by the will of God, is to me
past description." (JS — H, p. 58.)

Gathering of Israel

Event number six: Biblical

prophets over the ages have foretold

the gathering of Israel. Let's examine
a visitation of Moses to Joseph Smith
and Oliver Cowdery and his com-
mitment of the keys of gathering.

"The heavens were again
opened unto us; and Moses appeared

before us, and committed unto us the

keys of the gathering of Israel from
the four parts of the earth, and the

leading of the ten tribes from the

land of the north" (D&C 110:11).

Power of Elijah

Event number seven: Now came

Elijah in direct fulfillment of Mal-
achi's prediction. Let's listen to this

heaven-sent truth.

"Another great and glorious vi-

sion burst upon us; for Elijah the

prophet, was taken to heaven without

tasting death, stood before us, and
said:

"Behold, the time has fully

come, which was spoken of by the

mouth of Malachi— testifying that he

[Elijah] should be sent, before the

great and dreadful day of the Lord
come—

"To turn the hearts of the

fathers to the children, and the chil-

dren to the fathers." (D&C 110:13-

15.)

The power of Elijah is the seal-

ing power of the priesthood by which
things bound or loosed on earth are

bound or loosed in heaven. Thus, the

keys of this power are once again

operative on the earth and are used in

performing all the ordinances of the

gospel for the living and the dead.

Great power has been manifest

from mountains. Physical power
came from Mount St. Helens, but

that may soon be subdued and rest

peacefully for an indeterminate num-
ber of years. The spiritual power that

came from Sinai in olden times and
the restorative powers of all ages that

have come down from heaven in our

day will not be subdued, but will

affect us through all the eternities.

The Lord has said, "There is no
eye that shall not see, neither ear that

shall not hear" (D&C 1:2), "whether
it be by mine own voice or by the

voice of my servants, it is the same"
(D&C 1:38).

I raise my voice in solemn testi-

mony that these earth-and-heaven en-

compassing events actually occurred,

that the Savior literally lives, and
that his power is vested in The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints. May the Lord bless you, my
friends, that you will see and hear

and understand. Why not begin that

trek today? I pray, in the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.


