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President Spencer W. Kimball

We have just listened to Elder J.

Thomas Fyans, a member of the Pres-

idency of the First Quorum of the

Seventy.

Elder Marvin J. Ashton, a mem-
ber of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, will now address us.

Elder Marvin J. Ashton

The other day I enjoyed listening

to two of my friends discuss their

favorite football team. They were in

agreement that possibly the greatest

limiting factor in the team's achieving

high national ranking was its game
schedule. They felt the team, for its

own good, should play against strong-

er competition.

Adversity

In football or in life, the adver-

saries, the ones with whom we com-
pete, the ones we oppose or resist—
our opponents, our foes, our
enemies, or our problems— are often

the determining factors in our ulti-

mate strength and achievement.

Adversity will surface in some
form in every life. How we prepare

for it, how we meet it, makes the

difference. We can be broken by ad-

versity, or we can become stronger.

The final result is up to the individu-

al. Henry Fielding said: "Adversity

is the trial of principle. Without it, a

man hardly knows whether he is hon-

est or not." In The New Dictionary

of Thoughts, ed. Ralph Emerson
Browns, n.p.: Standard Book Co.,

1957, p. 6.)

Realizing that adversity can in-

clude suffering, destitution, afflic-

tion, calamity, or disaster, how can

we best use it as an opportunity for

personal growth and development?
For one answer, let me share with

you an incident in the life of a spe-

cial friend, which he tells in his own
words at my request. I find his expe-

rience a powerful sermon.

"It was the third Saturday in

January a few years ago. I was ex-

cited to attend a seminar that morn-
ing. It was an agricultural seminar at

the Brigham Young University,

where I had been attending school. I

had been home from my Honolulu
Hawaii Mission six months and was
going through all the adjustments of

a returned missionary. The challenge

of family, girls, school, and the fact

that there were twenty-five thousand

other students who were bright and
aggressive— some with plenty of

money; others, like myself, who
were pinching every nickel— didn't

make things easier.

"I landed a job running a hy-

draulic press earlier that week in a

machine shop. We made seals for

hydraulic equipment. Following the

seminar that morning, I went to

work. Kimball, my roommate and

former missionary companion who
had gone to work earlier that morn-
ing, instructed me in how to make a

new seal. After approximately twenty
minutes, one of the smallest seals

stuck on the face of the plate. I

struggled to get it off with my left

hand. As I turned back to give it my
full attention and use my right hand,

the machine closed on my left hand,

causing a horrible noise as it crushed

my hand just below the wrist. After

what seemed an eternity, the huge
press finally opened. My first

thought when looking at my hand
was 'What a mess!' Then that inner

voice which I had come to know,
love, and appreciate, whispered, 'Jer-

ry, you won't have your hand.'

"Four hours of surgery fol-

lowed. The first thing I remember
hearing was the surgeon's voice in

the recovery room.
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" 'Jerry,' he said, 'Can you
hear me?'

" 'Yes,' I said.
' 'We had to take your hand off.

'

"The following four days were
filled with tears, aches, friends,

cards, letters, and family. Concerned
people made it so much easier for

me, especially Kimball. He let my
parents and others close to me know
and helped in every way he could.

Never did I have to ask for one
thing. It was already done. By his

example and support, he gave me
courage to face this new challenge.

"The days in the hospital were
filled with painful, sleepless hours

and nights. Those nights gave me an

opportunity to think about the Savior

and Joseph Smith as I had never

done before. I reviewed the Prophet

Joseph's life from everything I had
learned. He faced physical, emotion-

al, and spiritual trial upon trial. How
I marveled at his well-won victories.

At this difficult time I promised the

Lord I would try to accept all of my
challenges as the Prophet Joseph

Smith had accepted his.

"Of course, during the first

night there were thoughts of 'Why
me? Was it something in my past?

What have I done to deserve this?'

Then I thought, 'No more rodeo,

football, or skiing,' and I wondered
what type of a woman would want a

one-handed husband. I hadn't devel-

oped a good self-image or a great

deal of self-esteem, so these thoughts

magnified my concerns.

"Mom came to school and
drove me home for the weekend.
One thing she said that made me
again appreciate her greatness was,

'Jerry, if I could only give you my
left hand and make it work, I

would.'

"Sunday was fast Sunday. As I

stood favoring my bandaged,
shortened arm, I thanked everyone

for their thoughts, prayers, and
cards. I realized as never before that

good friends and faithful family

members make challenges less

difficult.

"After the testimony meeting,

an admired friend gave me a special

blessing. So many questions were an-

swered during his blessing. He told

me this accident was not punishment

for anything I had done but, rather,

an opportunity to help me become a

better person and to amplify those

particular traits which needed to be

developed. He shared the thought

that this challenge could make me
more understanding of people, prob-

lems, and life. As I look back now,
each point of his blessing and en-

couragement has helped in a very

fulfilling way.

"One of my greatest fears was
the constant thought of how people

would accept me. Would they be

afraid of me, question my ability, or

write me off before I could prove

myself? Would girls turn down dates

because I was different? Would it

make them feel uncomfortable to be

seen with me?
"I had dated several girls since

my mission but had only dated Julie

a couple of times. When I awoke the

day following the operation in the

hospital, she was there with other

friends. I asked everyone else to

leave the room, and I then proceeded

to give her what I thought was the

perfect speech. I told her that they

had to take my hand off. If she felt

embarrassed or ashamed to be with

me or be seen with me on future

dates, she need not feel obligated to

continue in any future courtship. At
that moment I could see fire in her

eyes. She let me know in no uncer-

tain terms that she was not there out

of pity or duty, but only because she

cared for me. She indicated she

would help me but never feel sorry

for me. Six months later we were

married in the Salt Lake Temple.
"There were many job inter-

views, prejudices, and rejections of

employment; but with continued en-

couragement, the Lord blessed us in
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innumerable ways. When our first

little girl, Bracken, arrived, it left us

short of money to go to school. So
after a major decision, we went into

business, which proved to be another

learning experience. After a couple

of years— with many reverses— I was
able to find a career in personnel

management, which not only fulfilled

my goals but also answered my
prayers.

"Today as I look back, I see the

challenge of adversity as something
upon which to build. Of course, I

cannot say the experience was pleas-

ant; it was horrible. However, I hope
I have used this adversity in a posi-

tive way. When I see others in

trouble, in pain, when real adversity

is knocking, I have an opportunity

not only to feel something of what
they feel but perhaps I can also help

them because they can see that I

have challenges of my own."

Strength from adversity

Following a recent discussion on
the subject of adversity, a young man
who was greatly concerned about the

burdens being carried by his wonder-
ful mother asked the question, "If

God is omnipotent and knows all,

why does He put my mother through

the agony of continual sufferings

when He already knows what the

outcome will be?" Our response
was, "Your mother's trials are not

tests so the Lord can measure her.

They are tests and trials so that your
mother can measure herself. It is

most important that she know her

strengths in adversity and grow from
the experiences."

When, with several companions,
the Prophet Joseph Smith was a pris-

oner in Liberty, Missouri, for a num-
ber of months, conditions were
deplorable. Their petitions and ap-

peals directed to executive officers

and the judiciary had failed to bring

relief. In desperation Joseph pleaded
for understanding and assistance from

his Heavenly Father. The message fi-

nally came:
"My son, peace be unto thy

soul; thine adversity and thine afflic-

tions shall be but a small moment;
"And then, if thou endure it

well, God shall exalt thee on high;

thou shalt triumph over all thy foes"

(D&C 121:7-8).

Victory over afflictions

It can be declared accurately and

without hesitation that Joseph
Smith's noble character and stature

were shaped and achieved by con-

stant victories over his afflictions.

Jesus, too, developed unique balance

mentally, physically, spiritually, and

socially as he labored and served

under all types of trying
circumstances:

"Though he were a Son, yet

learned he obedience by the things

which he suffered;

"And being made perfect, he

became the author of eternal salva-

tion unto all them that obey him"
(Heb. 5:8-9).

Difficulties can be a valuable

tool in our pursuit for perfection. Ad-
versity need have no necessary con-

nection with failure. Proper self-

management and self-discipline in all

of our trials brings strength. If we
are prepared, we can meet life's

challenges victoriously. We become
His disciples when we continue faith-

fully under all circumstances —
including suffering and tragedy.

C. S. Lewis shared a mean-
ingful observation when he said, "I

have seen great beauty of spirit in

some who were great sufferers. I

have seen men, for the most part,

grow better not worse with advancing

years, and I have seen the last illness

produce treasures of fortitude and

meekness from most unpromising
subjects."

I have another choice friend

who has known very few days in his

life which were not filled with pain,
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discomfort, or disease. He shakes his

fists at the forces of darkness and
trial. His taxing trials of all of the

yesterdays have been properly met
and have assisted in making him
what he is today. Like Caleb of old,

he too can be heard to say, "As yet I

am . . . strong. . . . Now therefore

give me this mountain" (Josh.

14:11,12). More mountains, even
those high in adversity, can better

prepare us for tomorrow if we are

but willing to climb.

Jesus Christ, the Master, shares

his life of trials and victories with us

for our motivation and direction. God
strengthened His Son. He, too, will

support us, His children, if we will

turn to Him for guidance.

Live with dignity

What a blessing it is to know
that we can be supported against all

the fiery darts of the enemy if we are

faithful. A worthy daily prayer is one
asking for the power to be faithful

under all circumstances.

Knowing that Satan and his

hosts are relentless in their attempts

to ridicule, embarrass, belittle, and

cause all of us to yield and ultimately

fall, what should be our attitude in

today's society? There is an impor-

tant step beyond avoiding contention

and strife; and that is to live with

dignity. There is something sacred

about living with dignity. We need

not quarrel or compete with those

who promote and encourage con-

troversy. We need not spend our

time in retaliation. They who would
deceive, destroy, or belittle reap their

own rewards. Their works are neither

praiseworthy nor of good report.

How disarming it must be to the

enemies to see the valiant moving
forward with poise and dignity under

all challenging circumstances. Scorn

and ridicule are two of the greatest

forms of adversity we are required to

face in today's world. Doing the will

of God on a daily basis leaves no

time for contention or confrontation.

From Harry Emerson Fosdick

we read, "The most extraordinary

thing about the oyster is this. Irrita-

tions get into his shell. He does not

like them. But when he cannot get

rid of them, he uses the irritation to

do the loveliest thing an oyster ever

has a chance to do. If there are irrita-

tions in our lives today, there is only

one prescription: make a pearl. It

may have to be a pearl of patience,

but, anyhow, make a pearl. And it

takes faith and love to do it." (In

The Treasure Chest, ed. Charles L.

Wallis, New York: Harper & Row).

Those who yield to adversity be-

come weaker. To the valiant it is a

stepping-stone to increased power.
Members of The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints and God-
fearing people worldwide will not

pray for freedom from trials. They
will not surrender or panic. They will

strive to put themselves in condition

to meet and master troublesome
trials.

God's sustaining love

Usually there are no easy an-

swers to most of our problems. Each
individual must think, plan, work,
and pray to find the help he needs

and the courage he must have to con-

quer his problem or carry his

cross — whatever his lot may be.

Winners set achievable goals day by
day. Their plans consist of things

that can be done, not what can't be

done. They remember that God has

not given us the spirit of fear, but the

power of love and of a sound mind.

God seems to have sustaining

love for those like Jerry who are cop-

ing courageously with adversity. In

many cases it seems they have a spe-

cial relationship with Him. "Behold,
I have refined thee. ... I have cho-

sen thee in the furnace of affliction"

(Isa. 48:10).

Individually, we should thank

God for the examples of those about
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us who battle and conquer daily chal-

lenges that are intense, real, and con-

tinuing. There are some persons who
in our human eyes seem to have

more than their share of trouble, as

we measure, but with God's help

they are made special. They will not

break. They will not yield.

Satan wants us to feel unequal

to our worldly tasks. If we turn to

God, He will take us by the hand
and lead us through our darkest

hours. To these truths I bear my tes-

timony and leave my special witness

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Re-
deemer, amen.

President Spencer W. Kimball

We have just listened to Elder

Marvin J. Ashton, a member of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles. The
Tabernacle Choir will now sing

"Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love,"
following which Elder Gordon B.

Hinckley, a member of the Council of

the Twelve Apostles, will be our con-

cluding speaker.

The choir sang "Jesus! Name of

Wondrous Love."

Elder Gordon B . Hinckley

Sesquicentennial

I would like to say thank-you to

the choir for that beautiful song of

worship, which I hope will serve as

something of a frame into which I can

place my remarks. These past six

months have been a wonderful season

for us as a Church. Last spring we
ushered in the 150th anniversary of

the organization. On April 6th, when
we were similarly convened in gen-

eral conference, we spanned most of

the continent and reached across a

century and a half of history when we
spoke from the humble birthplace of

the Church to the vast congregation

assembled in this Tabernacle. Since

then, with music, with dancing, with

drama we have portrayed the epic

story of the building of Zion in the

latter days.

We have refreshed the remem-
brance of our past and paid reverent

tribute to those who gave so much to

make possible that which we enjoy

today. There has been stirred within

us a spirit of thanksgiving to Al-

mighty God for the wondrous manner
in which he has woven the tapestry

of his divine purpose. We have been
reminded that we are an important

part of the fulfillment of a great

prophecy.

All of this has been done in the

spirit of jubilee. But there is much
yet to be done. In ancient Israel each

fiftieth year was observed as a ju-

bilee year with remembrance and cel-

ebration. But there was also a

mandate urging generous forgiveness

and a lifting of the hand of

oppression.

Need to forgive

Now in 1980, as we draw the

curtain on 150 years of our history, it

becomes us as a grateful people to

reach out with a spirit of forgiveness

and an attitude of love and com-
passion toward those whom we have
felt may have wronged us.

We have need of this. The
whole world has need of it. It is of

the very essence of the gospel of

Jesus Christ. He taught it. He exem-
plified it as none other has exempli-

fied it. In the time of his agony on
the cross of Calvary, with vile and

hateful accusers before him, they

who had brought him to this terrible

crucifixion, he cried out, "Father,

forgive them; for they know not what


