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Sunday, October 5

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Second Day

President Romney

Elder LeGrand Richards, a mem-
ber of the Council of the Twelve

Apostles, will now address us. He
will be followed by Elder George P.

Lee, a member of the First Quorum of

the Seventy.

Elder LeGrand Richards

If you are in possession of some-
thing that is dearer to you than life

itself, and you know that by giving it

away you could enrich the lives of

your fellowmen without making your

life any poorer, you would want to do

it, wouldn't you? My testimony of the

divinity of this Church is that treasure

dearer to me than life itself, and I

have given it away to many, many
people whose lives have been
enriched by virtue of the same.

Testimony

I have had the privilege of bear-

ing testimony in ninety-eight general

conferences of the Church from this

pulpit, and I have written a book that

is being used almost all over the

world containing my testimony, and

that testimony I obtained in my youth

through the Holy Ghost whom I re-

ceived by the laying on of hands by
those who had authority to convey it

upon me. And it made such an im-

pression upon me as a boy that it has

been a guiding star to me all my life,

and I could hardly wait until I was
old enough to go on a mission.

When I went on my first mis-

sion back in 1905, my cousin and I

traveled together to Liverpool; he

was sent up into Norway and I was
sent to Holland. After we had been

in the mission field a few months, I

received a letter from him, address-

ing me by name, and he said: "I met
a man the other day who knows
more about religion than I ever

dreamed of. I told him that if he had

something better than I had, I would
join his church."

I wrote him back, addressing

him by name, and I said: "You told

him just the right thing. If he has

something better than you have, you
ought to join his church." Then I

quoted some of the experiences that

Brother Fyans related to us this

morning. I said: "Does he have
something better than a personal vis-

itation of God the Father, and his

Son, Jesus Christ, in a pillar of light,

after centuries of spiritual darkness,

to open the dispensation of the ful-

ness of times and to reveal the true

personality of the Godhead — that

they are glorified personages?"
I said: "Does he have some-

thing better than the coming of Mo-
roni with the plates from which the

Book of Mormon was translated?

Does he have something better than

the coming of John the Baptist with

the Aaronic Priesthood, the power
and authority to baptize by immer-
sion for the remission of sins? Does
he have something better than the

coming of Peter, James, and John—
Apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ—
with the holy Melchizedek Priest-

hood, the holy Apostleship, the au-

thority to organize the church and
kingdom of God for the last time to

prepare the way for the coming of
the Son of Man and to convey the

Holy Ghost by the laying on of
hands?

"Does he have something better

than the coming of Moses with the

keys of the latter-day gathering of

Israel that has brought us here into

these valleys of the mountains? Does
he have something better than the

coming of Elijah of whose coming
Malachi bore testimony that if it

were not for his coming, before the

coming of the great and dreadful day
of the Lord, the whole earth would
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be utterly wasted at his coming?
Think of the consequences. Now," I

said, "if he has something better

than that, you join his church.

"

Help youth gain testimonies

I can't think of anything that we
as parents and as leaders in Israel can

plant into the hearts of our youth that

will help them to avoid the evils and
pitfalls and temptations of this world

and the false philosophies of men
and enable them to live in the world
and yet not be a part of the world
like having planted in their hearts

through the power of the Holy Ghost
a testimony of the truth of this re-

stored gospel.

I like the words of the Apostle

Peter. He said: "We have also a

more sure word of prophecy; where-
unto ye do well that ye take heed, as

unto a light that shineth in a dark

place, until the . . . day star arise in

your hearts:

"Knowing this first, that no
prophecy of the scripture is of any
private interpretation.

"For the prophecy came not in

old time by the will of man: but holy

men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost." (2 Pet.

1:19-21.)

That is what brings testimony.

Restitution of all things

And then Peter said to those

who had put to death the Christ fol-

lowing the day of Pentecost: ' 'Repent

ye therefore, and be converted, that

your sins may be blotted out, when
the times of refreshing shall come
from the presence of the Lord;

"And he shall send Jesus
Christ, which before was preached
unto you:

"Whom the heaven must re-

ceive until the times of restitution of

all things, which God hath spoken by
the mouth of all his holy prophets

since the world began." (Acts 3:19-

21.)

No man can believe that Peter

was a prophet of the living God and
look for the coming of the Lord ex-

cept there be a restitution of all

things spoken by the mouths of all

the holy prophets since the world be-

gan. And a restitution is not a refor-

mation. All the churches of the world

today have attempted to correct the

mistakes of history until there are

hundreds of churches because they

can't agree. And if they had the

truth, they would all be alike; and so

there had to be a restitution. That

means that those holy prophets had
to come back to this earth, and that

is what you have been told here in

this conference.

And if they came back to this

earth, they had to come to some-
body, and that somebody could be
none other than a prophet of God.
Like Amos said, "Surely the Lord
God will do nothing, but he revealeth

his secret unto his servants the

prophets" (Amos 3:7). And that

prophet was Joseph Smith.

We bear testimony of this resti-

tution of all things— the coming of

these holy prophets as has been
pointed out here during this confer-

ence today.

Prophecies in the scriptures

I like the prophecies of the

scriptures. Jesus walked along the

way toward Emmaus with two of his

disciples following his resurrection,

and when he heard what they had to

say regarding him and his cruci-

fixion, he knew that they did not

understand and comprehend what the

prophets had said; so he said, "O
fools, and slow of heart to believe all

that the prophets have spoken"
(Luke 24:25), and commencing with

Moses and the prophets, He snowed
them how that in all things the

prophets had testified of him.
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I love the prophecies of Isaiah.

It seems to me that he almost lived

more in our day than when he was
actually upon the earth. He saw so

much of what would transpire in our

day. He saw us settled here in these

valleys of the mountains. He saw this

desert, where we were once a thou-

sand miles from transportation and

supplies, made to blossom as a rose

(see Isa. 35:1). He saw the rivers

flow in the desert where we have

built these great irrigation canals (see

Isa. 43:19). He saw the water flow

down from the high places where we
have reservoired it in these mountain

fastnesses for summer's use (see Isa.

41:18). He saw the redeemed of the

Lord come up and sing in the heights

of Zion (see Isa. 51:11). And where
do you find anything in the world to

fulfill that like the singing of the

Tabernacle Choir for over fifty years

without a break?

He saw the mountain of the

Lord's house established in the top of

the mountains in the latter days when
all nations would flow unto it, and
they would say, "Come ye, and let

us go up to the mountain of the

Lord, to the house of the God of

Jacob; that he will teach us of his

ways, and we will walk in his paths"

(Isa. 2:3).

Now in the scriptures there are

many, many prophecies of the re-

gathering of the Jews back to Jerusa-

lem, but this prophecy said, "And
all nations shall flow unto it.

".
. . and say . . . let us go up

to the mountain of the Lord[ 's house]
. '

'

(Isa. 2:2-3.)

I think this beautiful temple on
this block is the house of the God of

Jacob that Isaiah saw.

Jeremiah saw the day when it

should no longer be said, "The Lord
liveth, which brought up the children

of Israel out of the land of Egypt;

"But, The Lord liveth, which
brought up and which led the seed of

the house of Israel out of . . . all

countries whither I had driven them"
(Jer. 23:7-8).

He said that he would send for

many fishers and many hunters and

they would fish them and hunt them
from the hills and the mountains and

the holes in the rocks (see Jer.

16:16). They are the thirty-one thou-

sand Mormon missionaries scattered

all over the world gathering in the

seed of Israel and bringing them to

Zion.

He saw how they would be

gathered one of a city and two of a

family, and the Lord would bring

them to Zion, and he would give

them pastors after his own heart who
should feed them with knowledge
and with understanding (see Jer.

3:14-15). Could anybody sit through

sessions of this conference and listen

to these prophets of the living God
and not realize that Jeremiah saw this

day when we would come here, gath-

ered one of a city and two of a fam-

ily, and that He would give us

pastors after His own heart?

I love the prophecies of Isaiah. I

like the twenty-ninth chapter where

he said: "Forasmuch as this people

draw near me with their mouth, and

with their lips do honour me, but

have removed their heart far from

me, and their fear toward me is

taught by the precept of men:
"Therefore, behold, I will pro-

ceed to do a marvellous work among
this people, even a marvellous work
and a wonder: for the wisdom of

their wise men shall perish, and the

understanding of their prudent men
shall be hid. " (Isa. 29:13-14.)

LDS understand prophecies

There are no wise men in this

world today nor prudent men who
can understand all of the prophecies

like we Latter-day Saints can because

of the restoration of this gospel and

the receiving of some of the prophe-

cies that I have already referred to

and which have been referred to in

this conference.

And then Isaiah in that very
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same twenty-ninth chapter starts out

like this: He said, "Woe to Ariel, to

Ariel, the city where David dwelt

[that was Jerusalem— that is where
David dwelt]! add ye year to year

[meaning coming generations]; let

them kill sacrifices. And it shall be
camped about and it shall be unto me
as Ariel" (see Isa. 29:1-3.) In other

words, not only did Isaiah see the

destruction of the great city of Je-

rusalem, but he also saw the destruc-

tion of another great center here in

America eleven hundred years after

he made that prophecy. We read of

that destruction in 2 Nephi 26 and

27, just like when he described the

destruction of Babylon a hundred and
seventy years before it was destroyed

when he said it should never be
rebuilt (see Jer. 50:9-13).

Now he said in that chapter that

the wisdom of their wise men shall

perish and the understanding of their

prudent men shall be hid. There are

so many things that have transpired

in this day that the wise men of this

world cannot understand. I haven't

time here today to enumerate any
more to you, but my heart is full of

gratitude to my Heavenly Father and

full of testimony by the Holy Spirit

of the divinity of this work, and I

bear that testimony to you in the

name of the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.

President Marion G. Romney

Elder LeGrand Richards, a mem-
ber of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, has just spoken to us.

We shall now hear from Elder

George P. Lee, a member of the First

Quorum of the Seventy. He will be
followed by Elder Gene R. Cook, a

member of the First Quorum of the

Seventy.

Elder George P. Lee

Charles Dickens once wrote: "It

was the best of times, it was the worst

of times, it was the age of wisdom, it

was the age of foolishness, ... it

was the season of Light, it was the

season of Darkness, ... we had
everything before us, we had nothing

before us" (A Tale of Two Cities,

New York: Washington Square Press,

n,d., p. 3).

Current world conditions

This description of a period of

time in his day reminds us of some
of the conditions of our day. We live

in a great age of miracles and won-
ders. We have a higher standard of

living and more education than any
generation of the past. We enjoy the

greatest comforts and the finest luxu-

ries. We have more goods and better

services than any other people have
ever had. Our nation is the most

prosperous and powerful ever known.
Indeed, this is the best of times.

But this is also the very worst of

times. We are confronted by bigger

problems and greater dangers than

man has ever faced before. Delin-

quencies, crime, destructive wars,

immorality, and other sins are scor-

ing new highs. Serious disturbances

are taking place in nature. We con-

stitute the most wicked age.

The most important responsi-

bility that the Lord has ever laid

upon us is that of making the best

and the most of our lives. If we
make the worst of times the best of

times, we will be going directly to-

ward heaven, but if we make the best

of times the worst of times, we will

be going backwards. We all know
and are quite aware of the Lord's

miracles, teachings, and doctrines.

We know of his example; yet some-
times we live far away from that ex-


