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Second Day

May we all make our decisions

in the favorable light of the gospel of

Jesus Christ, I pray in the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

President Marion G. Romney

Elder Rex D. Pinegar, a member
of the First Quorum of the Seventy,

has just spoken to us.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder David B. Haight, a mem-
ber of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles. He will be followed by
President Spencer W. Kimball, Presi-

dent of the Church, who will be our

concluding speaker.

Elder David B. Haight

By divine instruction we as-

semble semiannually in these great

conferences to worship God, our Eter-

nal Father, and declare— through the

gift and power of the Holy Ghost—
the sonship of Jesus, our Savior and
Redeemer, whom to know is to have

life eternal (see John 17:3).

By participating in these confer-

ences and witnessing the spirit of

prophecy, each of us builds up our

faith and our desire to live in righ-

teousness. We receive inspired coun-

sel from those appointed to

administer the affairs of His king-

dom, a kingdom destined to grow in

power and to expand until it shall fill

the earth. It is the kingdom which
the prophet Daniel declared "shall

never be destroyed: ... it shall stand

for ever" (Dan. 2:44).

As we near the close of this his-

toric conference, we declare that true

doctrine has been spoken by men
who seek the Savior and who believe

in him, thus making known his

will— not only to his Church, but to

individuals who humbly seek him.

Our position among the Christian

denominations of the world is

unique. We are not affiliated, either

directly or indirectly, with any other

so-called Christian or non-Christian

church. The Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints does not have,

nor has it ever had, any connection

or relation with any other church or

religious group.

Keys of salvation

This Church holds the keys of

the power of God unto salvation unto

every soul that will receive the gos-

pel honestly and obey it (see Rom.
1:16). As covenant children of God,
we have been promised that if we are

faithful, we will prevail over the

enemies of his work. By our faithful-

ness and righteousness, the evil in-

fluences of wicked and designing

men and women will be subdued.

We are those who have the responsi-

bility to prepare the world for the

coming of the Savior, who— in pow-
er and glory— will again return to

earth.

Some have asked, "Is your
claim of authority more valid than

that of other churches?" Our answer
is, "Yes. We possess the same
divine priesthood power and author-

ity that was held anciently."

At the time the Savior and his

twelve Apostles were laboring along

the coast of Caesarea Philippi, the

Savior asked them, "Whom do men
say that I the Son of man am? (Matt.

16:13).

"And they said, Some say that

thou art John the Baptist: some,
Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of

the prophets.

"He saith unto them, But whom
say ye that I am?

"And Simon Peter answered
and said, Thou art the Christ, the

Son of the living God.
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"And Jesus answered and said

unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon
Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath

not revealed it unto thee, but my
Father which is in heaven.

"And I say also unto thee, That

thou art Peter, and upon this rock I

will build my church; and the gates

of hell shall not prevail against it.

"And I will give unto thee the

keys of the kingdom of heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth

shall be bound in heaven: and what-

soever thou shalt loose on earth shall

be loosed in heaven." (Matt. 16:14-

19.)

Rock of revelation

The Lord taught that his Church
was to be built on the rock of revela-

tion, of divine truths revealed by
God himself, and that Christ is the

Son of the living God; therefore, the

gates of hell shall not prevail against

his Church.
The keys of the kingdom were

promised to Peter, and he exercised

that authority as he associated with

the other members of the Twelve and
presided over them.

There were a number of occa-

sions when the Savior took only Pe-

ter, James, and John with him,

undoubtedly for additional spiritual

experiences and instruction. When
Jesus went up into the Mount of

Transfiguration to prepare for his

coming ordeal, he took these three

Apostles with him so that, having

seen his glory— the glory of the Only
Begotten of the Father— their hearts

would be fortified and their faith

strengthened as they gazed upon this

heavenly event. There they received

the promised keys of the priesthood.

During this heavenly event Moses
and Elias also appeared, and the

three Apostles heard the voice of the

Father bearing witness that Jesus is

his Beloved Son and the command
that they were to hear and obey.

In August of 1830, a revelation

from the Lord confirms the ordina-

tion of Joseph Smith and Oliver

Cowdery to the Apostleship and their

receiving the keys.

The revelation reads: "Peter,

and James, and John ... I have sent

unto you, by whom I have ordained

you and confirmed you to be
apostles, and especial witnesses of

my name, and bear the keys of your
ministry and of the same things

which I revealed unto them;

"Unto whom I have committed
the keys of my kingdom, and a dis-

pensation of the gospel for the last

times; and for the fulness of times, in

the which I will gather together in

one all things, both which are in

heaven, and which are on earth."

(D&C 27:12-13.)

Keys of kingdom restored

The keys of the kingdom were
bestowed upon Joseph Smith and
Oliver Cowdery by these three an-

cient Apostles to whom Jesus had
given authority following his resur-

rection and after he had ministered

among them.

When the Lord called Frederick

G. Williams, by revelation, as a

counselor to Joseph Smith, He in-

structed, "Hearken to the calling

wherewith you are called, even to be
a high priest in my church, and a

counselor unto my servant Joseph

Smith, Jun.;

"Unto whom I have given the

keys of the kingdom, which belong

always unto the Presidency of the

High Priesthood" (D&C 81:1-2).

On April 3, 1836, in the Rut-
land Temple, the same heavenly
beings that appeared to the Savior

and his three Apostles on the Mount,
appeared and conferred additional

priesthood authority and keys upon
the Prophet Joseph Smith and Oliver

Cowdery for the building up of the

Church preparatory to the coming of



108

Sunday, October 5

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Second Day

Christ to rule and reign on the earth

forever. Moses appeared and con-

ferred the keys of the gathering of

Israel. Elias restored the covenants

and authority given to Abraham. Eli-

jah bestowed the keys and power of

turning the hearts of the fathers to

the children and of the children to

their fathers. (See D&C 110:11-16.)

These same keys of the kingdom
held by Peter, James, and John, who
served in the First Presidency in the

dispensation of the meridian of time,

and conferred upon Joseph Smith and
all subsequent Presidents of the

Church, are now held by President

Spencer W. Kimball today. He holds

this supreme authority. He holds the

right of revelation and decision for

the priesthood and for the Church.

President Kimball

In President Kimball is concen-

trated the governing power of the

priesthood. He possesses the keys

pertaining to the dispensation of the

fulness of times, including all the

keys of former dispensations (see

D&C 112:30-32). There is never but

one on the earth at a time on whom
these keys and powers are conferred.

President Kimball, who will speak to

us in a few moments, is God's
prophet.

News reporters listened intently

for a possible dramatic story that

might indicate new direction to the

Church when Spencer W. Kimball
became President of the Church and

held his first press interview. But he
reaffirmed the ageless advice that

would come from a prophet when he

said, "Keep the commandments of

God. Follow the pathway of the

Lord. Walk in his footsteps."

To associate closely with Presi-

dent Kimball, to be near him, is to

feel of his love for the Lord and his

love for people— people everywhere.

The Lord has preserved him to pre-

side over His church at this critical

period of the history of the Church

and of the world. It is for him to

decide the course we follow. We are

witnesses of his inspired decisions

and directions, which give to us a

feeling of assurance and calmness.

We can follow his direction with ut-

most confidence and trust, for God
has placed a holy man, His servant,

to guide His people.

William Fowler, a British con-

vert of 1849, was so moved by the

very thought of a prophet of God
living among the people that he
wrote those stirring words: We thank

thee, O God, for a prophet to guide

us in these latter days (Hymns, no.

196).

As you listen to President Kim-
ball's admonitions given with love to

us all, pray about them in your
homes, and I promise you that you
will be inspired to stand by the tried

and proven counsel of lofty prin-

ciples that come from divine direc-

tion. In a revelation to Joseph Smith

a few months after the Church was
organized, the Lord gave careful in-

structions and counsel to the new
leaders. He said, "Ask of God, . . .

and that which the Spirit testifies

unto you ... do in all holiness of

heart. . . .

"... Seek ye earnestly the best

gifts, always remembering for what
they are given;

"... they are given for the

benefit of those who love me and
keep all my commandments." (D&C
46:7-9.)

That revelation continues: "All

have not every gift [but] . . . every

man is given a gift by the Spirit of

God.
"To some it is given by the

Holy Ghost to know that Jesus Christ

is the Son of God. . . .

"To others it is given to believe

on their words." (D&C 46:11, 13-14.)

Personal revelation

We can receive direction for

ourselves and our families by per-
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sonal revelation in answer to our
humble prayers and by being in tune
with God's prophet. The Lord has

always communicated to his people
through his prophet. The Lord's
spokesmen are not self-
appointed, but called of God. No
man can take it unto himself. He
must be called of God as was Aaron.
(See Heb. 5:4.)

The day the Church was orga-

nized, 150 years ago, the Lord cau-

tioned the members to carefully
follow his newly called prophet:
"Wherefore, . . . thou shalt give
heed unto all his words and com-
mandments which he shall give unto

you as he receiveth them, walking in

all holiness before me;

"For his word ye shall receive,

as if from mine own mouth, in all

patience and faith" (D&C 21:4-5).

The Lord then follows with this

promise, if we obey: "For by doing
these things the gates of hell shall

not prevail against you; yea, and the

Lord God will disperse the powers of
darkness from before you, and cause
the heavens to shake for your good,
and his name's glory" (D&C 21:6).

Prophet holds all keys for Church

The work we have been as-

signed to do has been placed by the

Almighty in the hands of a fearless

leader. By your sustaining with up-

lifted hands, you have pledged to fol-

low our prophet. He is the

mouthpiece of the Lord. The Lord,
speaking to the Church in this dis-

pensation and referring to its autho-

rized leaders, said: "They shall

speak as they are moved upon by the

Holy Ghost.

"And whatsoever they shall

speak when moved upon by the Holy
Ghost shall be scripture, shall be the

will of the Lord, shall be the mind of

the Lord, shall be the word of the

Lord, shall be the voice of the Lord,

and the power of God unto salva-

tion." (D&C 68:3-4.)

President Kimball holds all the

keys for the Church to accomplish its

divine mission— keys to preach the

gospel to every nation and people, to

organize stakes of Zion throughout

the world for the gathering of Israel,

to build holy temples for performing

sacred ordinances for the living and

for the dead.

This holy work, as revealed

through latter-day prophets, is to pre-

pare for the glorious coming of the

Son of God to reign over the earth.

Nothing is more explicitly stated in

all scripture than that the Son of God
will come again in the glory of the

Father to reward the righteous and to

establish his kingdom in power,
bringing in a reign of righteousness,

and peace. "For the Son of man
shall come in the glory of his Father

with his angels; and then he shall

reward every man according to his

works" (Matt. 16:27).

This is the Church of Jesus

Christ— reestablished by the Savior

and his ancient Apostles.

We are witnesses that President

Kimball is God's prophet, and that

he is leading us in teaching the world

the true gospel of Christ.

God, our Eternal Father, lives,

as does his Only Begotten Son, the

Savior of us all, in whose holy name
I testify, amen.

President Marion G. Romney

Elder David B. Haight, a mem-
ber of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, has just spoken to us.

Before hearing President

Kimball's concluding remarks, we
should like to express, on behalf of all

who have listened to the singing

during sessions of this general confer-

ence, appreciation and our sincere

gratitude to all the choirs that have

performed and to their conductors and
accompanists.

We appreciate the attention given

by local and national press representa-

tives of radio and television in report-


