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President Romney

The Tabernacle Choir has just

sung "More Holiness Give Me."

President Romney speaks with-

out announcement.

President Marion G. Romney

Restoration of Israel

My beloved brethren and sisters,

I am sure we all realize that we are

living in the dispensation of the

fulness of times, which will culminate

in the second coming of the Savior.

Among the predicted signs of

his second coming was the restora-

tion of the Church of Jesus Christ, to

the fulfillment of which we are all

witnesses; another is to be the estab-

lishment of Zion in America; and a

third is the prediction that the chil-

dren of Israel will be restored to the

lands of their inheritance.

Much interest in the fulfillment

of this third prediction has been
aroused recently by the dedication of

the Orson Hyde Memorial Gardens in

Jerusalem and the diplomatic maneu-
vering of the involved nations over

the Holy Land. Against this back-

ground, it has been interesting to me,
and I believe it will be interesting

and informative to all of us, to con-

sider what is written in the Book of

Mormon concerning the restoration

of the children of Israel to the lands

of their inheritance and the second

coming of the Savior.

Soon after Lehi's colony arrived

in the promised land (about 580
B.C.), Nephi, having written con-

cerning Christ's then future birth,

ministry, and crucifixion, continued:

"And as for those who are at

Jerusalem, saith the prophet, they

shall be scourged by all people, be-

cause they crucify the God of Israel,

and turn their hearts aside, rejecting

signs and wonders, and the power
and glory of the God of Israel.

"And because they turn their

hearts aside, saith the prophet, and
have despised the Holy One of Is-

rael, they shall wander in the flesh,

and perish, and become a hiss and a

byword, and be hated among all

nations.

"Nevertheless, when that day
Cometh, saith the prophet, that they

no more turn aside their hearts

against the Holy One of Israel, then

will he remember the covenants
which he made to their fathers.

"Yea, then will he remember
the isles of the sea; yea, and all the

people who are of the house of Is-

rael, will I gather in, saith the Lord,

according to the words of the prophet

Zenos, from the four quarters of the

earth." (1 Ne. 19:13-16.)

Nephi had earlier— before they

crossed the ocean— spoken unto his

brothers "concerning the restoration

of the Jews in the latter days.

"And I did rehearse unto
them," he said, "the words of

Isaiah, who spake concerning the res-

toration of the Jews, or of the house
of Israel; and after they were restored

they should no more be confounded,
neither should they be scattered

again." (1 Ne. 15:19-20.)

Prophecies of gathering

Some twenty-five years later,

Nephi 's brother Jacob, speaking con-

cerning the inhabitants of Jerusalem,

said "that the Lord . . . should
manifest himself unto them in the

flesh; and after he should manifest

himself they should scourge him and

crucify him, according to the words
of the angel who spake it unto me.
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"And after they have hardened
their hearts and stiffened their necks
against the Holy One of Israel, be-

hold, the judgments of the Holy One
of Israel shall come upon them. And
the day cometh that they shall be
smitten and afflicted.

"Wherefore, after they are driv-

en to and fro, for thus saith the

angel, many shall be afflicted in the

flesh, and shall not be suffered to

perish, because of the prayers of the

faithful; they shall be scattered, and
smitten, and hated; nevertheless, the

Lord will be merciful unto them, that

when they shall come to the knowl-
edge of their Redeemer, they shall be
gathered together again to the lands

of their inheritance. " (2 Ne. 6:9-1 1 .)

Later Jacob, the brother of
Nephi, added:

"And now, my beloved breth-

ren, I have read these things that ye
might know concerning the covenants

of the Lord that he has covenanted
with all the house of Israel—

"That he has spoken unto the

Jews, by the mouth of his holy
prophets, even from the beginning
down, from generation to generation,

until the time comes that they shall

be restored to the true church and
fold of God; when they shall be gath-

ered home to the lands of their inher-

itance, and shall be established in all

their lands of promise." (2 Ne. 9:1-

2.)

"But behold, thus saith the Lord
God: When the day cometh that they

shall believe in me, that I am Christ,

then have I covenanted with their

fathers that they shall be restored in

the flesh, upon the earth, unto the

lands of their inheritance.

"And it shall come to pass that

they shall be gathered in from their

long dispersion, from the isles of the

sea, and from the four parts of the

earth; and the nations of the Gentiles

shall be great in the eyes of me, saith

God, in carrying them forth to the

lands of their inheritance." (2 Ne.
10:7-8.)

Near the end of his life, Nephi,

foretelling the future history of the

Jews, said that, following the cruci-

fixion and resurrection of Jesus, "the

Jews shall be scattered among all na-

tions; yea, and also Babylon shall be

destroyed; wherefore, the Jews shall

be scattered by other nations. [It was
Babylon that scattered the Jews, of

course, before the birth of Christ.]

"And after they have been scat-

tered, and the Lord God hath
scourged them by other nations for

the space of many generations, yea,

even down from generation to gen-

eration until they shall be persuaded
to believe in Christ, the Son of God,
and the atonement, which is infinite

for all mankind— and when that day
shall come that they shall believe in

Christ, and worship the Father in his

name, with pure hearts and clean

hands, and look not forward any
more for another Messiah, then, at

that time, the day will come that it

must needs be expedient that they

should believe these things.

"And the Lord will set his hand
again the second time to restore his

people from their lost and fallen

state." (2Ne. 25:15-17.)

"I will remember the covenant"

In the twentieth chapter of 3

Nephi, the resurrected Jesus—speaking
of our day when the gospel would
be restored among the Gentiles as

it has now been — said: "When they

[the Gentiles] shall have received the

fulness of my gospel, then if they

shall harden their hearts against

me . . .

"I will remember the covenant

which I have made with my people;

and I have covenanted with them that

I would gather them together in mine
own due time, that I would give unto

them again the land of their fathers

for their inheritance, which is the

land of Jerusalem, which is the

promised land unto them forever,

saith the Father.
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' 'And it shall come to pass that the

time Cometh, when the fulness of my
gospel shall be preached unto them;

"And they shall believe in me,
that I am Jesus Christ, the Son of

God, and shall pray unto the Father

in my name.
"Then shall their watchmen lift

up their voice, and with the voice

together shall they sing; for they

shall see eye to eye.

"Then will the Father gather

them together again, and give unto

them Jerusalem for the land of their

inheritance.

"Then shall they break forth

into joy— Sing together, ye waste

places of Jerusalem; for the Father

hath comforted his people, he hath

redeemed Jerusalem. . . .

"Verily, verily, I say unto you,

all these things shall surely come,
even as the Father hath commanded
me. Then shall this covenant which
the Father hath covenanted with his

people be fulfilled; and then shall Je-

rusalem be inhabited again with my
people, and it shall be the land of

their inheritance." (3 Ne. 20:28-34,

46.)

"Verily I say unto you," said

the Savior to the Nephites, "I give

unto you a sign, that ye may know
the time when these things shall be

about to take place. . . .

".
. . at that day, even when

this gospel shall be preached among
the remnant of this people. Verily I

say unto you, at that day shall the

work of the Father commence among
all the dispersed of my people, yea,

even the tribes which have been lost,

which the Father hath led away out

of Jerusalem.

"Yea, the work shall commence
among all the dispersed of my
people, with the Father, to prepare

the way whereby they may come
unto me, that they may call on the

Father in my name.
"Yea, and then shall the work

commence, with the Father, among
all nations, in preparing the way

whereby his people may be gathered

home to the land of their inher-

itance." (3Ne. 21:1, 26-28.)

Signal of Israel's acceptance of
Christ

Mormon, finishing his abridged

account of Christ's ministry among
the Nephites, said:

"And now behold, I say unto

you that when the Lord shall see fit,

in his wisdom, that these sayings

shall come unto the Gentiles accord-

ing to his word, then ye may know
that the covenant which the Father

hath made with the children of Israel,

concerning their restoration to the

lands of their inheritance, is already

beginning to be fulfilled.

"And ye may know that the

words of the Lord, which have been

spoken by the holy prophets, shall all

be fulfilled; and ye need not say that

the Lord delays his coming unto the

children of Israel.

"And ye need not imagine in

your hearts that the words which
have been spoken are vain, for be-

hold, the Lord will remember his

covenant which he hath made unto

his people of the house of

Israel. . . .

"Yea, and ye need not any

longer hiss, nor spum, nor make
game of the Jews, nor any of the

remnant of the house of Israel; for

behold, the Lord remembereth his

covenant unto them, and he will do

unto them according to that which he

hath sworn." (3 Ne. 29:1-3, 8.)

Concluding the record which
Moroni would deposit in the Hill

Cumorah, which Joseph Smith would
bring forth 1,400 years later. Mor-
mon wrote:

"Now these things are written

unto the remnant of the house of Ja-

cob; . . . and they are to be hid up
unto the Lord that they may come
forth in his own due time. . . .

"And behold, they shall go unto



PRESIDENT SPENCER W. KIMBALL 21

the unbelieving of the Jews; and for

this intent shall they go— that they

may be persuaded that Jesus is the

Christ, the Son of the living God;
that the Father may bring about,

through his most Beloved, his great

and eternal purpose, in restoring the

Jews, or all the house of Israel, to

the land of their inheritance, which
the Lord their God hath given them,
unto the fulfilling of his covenant."
(Morm. 5:12, 14.)

These predictions by the Book
of Mormon prophets make it per-

fectly clear that the restoration of the

house of Israel to the lands of their

inheritance will signal their accep-

tance of Jesus Christ as their Re-
deemer, to which I testify, in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Romney

The Tabernacle Choir has just

sung ' 'AH Glory, Laud and Honor.
'

'

We are grateful to the managers
and operators of the many television

and radio stations for offering their

facilities as a public service to bring

the proceedings of this conference to

a large audience throughout many
areas of the world.

We shall conclude this session of

the conference with the Tabernacle
Choir singing "Most Holy Spirit."

Following the singing, the bene-

diction will be pronounced by Elder

W. Grant Bangerter, a member of the

First Quorum of the Seventy. This

conference will then be adjourned

until two o'clock this afternoon.

The Choir sang "All Glory,
Laud and Honor" without
announcement.

The Choir sang "Most Holy
Spirit."

Elder W. Grant Bangerter pro-

nounced the benediction.

FIRST DAY
AFTERNOON MEETING

SECOND SESSION

The second session of the 151st

Annual General Conference began at

2:00 P.M. on Saturday, April 4, 1981.

President Spencer W. Kimball pre-

sided at and conducted this session.

Music for this session was pro-

vided by the combined institute choir

from Salt Lake, Weber, and Logan
institutes of religion directed by Paul

A. Hanks with Roy M. Darley at the

organ.

At the beginning of the meeting.

President Kimball made the following

remarks;

President Spencer W. Kimball

We welcome all assembled in the

Salt Lake Tabernacle on Temple
Square in this, the second session of

the 151st Annual General Conference
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-

ter-day Saints.

We also welcome the many
members and friends of the Church
tuned to these proceedings by radio,

television, and direct wire. There is

an overflow congregation in the Salt

Palace where Elders Robert L.

Simpson and William R. Bradford

are presiding.


