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coming through the gates — all thirty-

nine of them in full uniform.

The game was most interesting!

To say it was a learning experience

is rather mild. After two plays we
didn't have any desire to have the

ball — so we would kick it, and soon

they would score. When they got the

ball, they would run a baffling play

and score. Our problem was to get

rid of the ball— it was less punishing.

In the final minutes of the game
they became a little reckless. A wild

pass fell into the arms of Clifford

Lee, who was playing halfback with

me. He was startled, not knowing for

sure what to do— until he saw the

"Dallas Cowboys" thundering after

him. Then he knew what to do. He
was fast. He wasn't running for

points, but for his life! Clifford made
a touchdown; six points went up on

the board. The final score— 106 to 6!

We really didn't deserve the six

points, but with our torn shirts and
socks and our bruises, we took them
anyway.

A learning experience? Of
course! An individual or a team must

be prepared. In all things success de-

pends upon previous preparation.

A new world opened

My father was our bishop, but

he died before I received the priest-

hood. I remember so clearly being

ordained a deacon. A new world

opened up for me. I was now living

on a higher plane. As I would hear

people say, "You hold the priest-

hood," it was not easy to fully com-
prehend. But with humble teachers,

we began to understand that as dea-

cons we had been given blessings

and authority to do sacred things.

As quorum officers we account-

ed for all of our members and would
see that they were all at church. We
enjoyed being together. We chopped
wood for the elderly and the widows,
filled the coal bins at church, cleaned

the meetinghouse every Saturday
afternoon, swept the steps, raked the

gravel yard, saw that the sacrament

trays and lace sacrament cloths were
clean and fresh, and had real pride in

the appearance of our little

meetinghouse.

We were part of the Church and
the Church was part of us. We knew
it; we felt it! We held the priesthood

of God! Understanding teachers

guided us and helped us broaden our

vision and our ever-expanding role as

young men; but more important, they

helped prepare us to be called in our

youth to be servants of our Savior.

He needs every one of you young
men who hold the priesthood. I testi-

fy that this work is true. I do it

humbly, in the holy name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Romney

Elder David B. Haight, a mem-
ber of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, has just spoken to us.

The choir and congregation will

now join in singing "Rejoice, the

Lord Is King."

The choir and congregation sang
'Rejoice, the Lord Is King."

President Marion G. Romney

Gospel covenants

In our priesthood meeting last

October we considered "The Oath

and Covenant Which Belongeth to the

Priesthood." (See Ensign, Nov.
1980, pp.43-45.) Tonight I have in

mind calling attention to some spe-



PRESIDENT MARION G. ROMNEY 59

cific gospel covenants which every

priesthood bearer should honor.

In saying to William E.

M'Lellin, "Blessed are you for re-

ceiving mine everlasting covenant,

even the fulness of my gospel"

(D&C 66:2), the Lord identified the

gospel as the great and all-embracing

covenant. As a matter of fact, the

Lord had himself presented it as such

to us, his spirit children, in the great

pre-earth Council in Heaven. Stand-

ing among us at that time in that

premortal assembly, the Lord "said

unto those who were with him: We
will go down . . . and . . . make an

earth whereon these may dwell;

"And we will prove them here-

with, to see if they will do all things

whatsoever the Lord their God shall

command them;
"And they who keep their first

estate shall be added upon; and they

who keep not their first estate shall

not have glory in the same kingdom
with those who keep their first estate;

and they who keep their second es-

tate shall have glory added upon their

heads for ever and ever." (Abr.

3:24-26.)

In that council, a third of the

spirits rejected the gospel covenant.

All who obtain the promised re-

ward that "they who keep their sec-

ond estate shall have glory added
upon their heads for ever and ever"
must accept and comply with gospel

covenants.

With Abraham, the Lord entered

into a special covenant when he said:

"I will make of thee a great

nation, and I will bless thee above
measure, and make thy name great

among all nations, and thou shalt be

a blessing unto thy seed after thee,

that in their hands they shall bear this

ministry and Priesthood unto all

nations;

"And I will bless them through

thy name; for as many as receive this

Gospel shall be called after thy

name, and shall be accounted thy

seed, and shall rise up and bless

thee, as their father;
' 'And 1 will bless them that bless

thee, and curse them that curse thee;

and in thee . . . and in thy seed . . .

shall all the families of the earth be
blessed, even with the blessings of

the Gospel, which are the blessings

of salvation, even of life eternal."

(Abr. 2:9-11.)

Abraham's posterity, through
Isaac and Jacob— with whom these

covenants were renewed— have ever

since been known by those who have
understood the gospel as "children of

the covenant."

Baptismal covenant

The first gospel covenant we
mortals enter into with the Lord is

the baptismal covenant. Alma thus

set forth the nature of this covenant
when he and others who believed the

teachings of Abinadi fled into the

wilderness to the "place . . . [called]

Mormon."
There he (Alma) "said unto

them: Behold, here are the waters of
Mormon . . . and now, as ye are de-

sirous to come into the fold of God,
and to be called his people, and are

willing to bear one another's
burdens, . . .

"And are willing to mourn with

those that mourn; . . . and comfort

those that stand in need of comfort,

and to stand as witnesses of God at

all times and in all things, and in all

places . . . even until death, that ye
may be redeemed of God, . . . that

ye may have eternal life—
"What have you against being

baptized in the name of the Lord, as

a witness before him that ye have
entered into a covenant with him,

that ye will serve him and keep his

commandments, that he may pour
out his Spirit more abundantly upon
you?" (Mosiah 18:7-10.)

In this dispensation, the Lord
has stated for us the terms of the

baptismal covenant in the Doctrine

and Covenants, section 20, verse 37,

as follows:
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"And again, by way of com-
mandment to the church concerning

the manner of baptism — All those

who humble themselves before God,
and desire to be baptized, and come
forth with broken hearts and contrite

spirits, and witness before the church

that they have truly repented of all

their sins, and are willing to take

upon them the name of Jesus Christ,

having a determination to serve him
to the end, and truly manifest by
their works that they have received

of the Spirit of Christ unto the remis-

sion of their sins, shall be received

by baptism into his church."

Sacraments on holy day

Another instruction the Lord has

given us is:

"That thou mayest more fully

keep thyself unspotted from the

world, thou shalt go to the house of

prayer and offer up thy sacraments

upon my holy day." (D&C 59:9.)

The sacrament prayers — dictated

by the Lord himself— should keep us

constantly reminded of the gospel

covenants we have entered into with

the Lord. These prayers are much
alike. The one on the bread reads:

"O God, the Eternal Father, we
ask thee in the name of thy Son,

Jesus Christ, to bless and sanctify

this bread to the souls of all those

who partake of it, that they may eat

in remembrance of the body of thy

Son, and witness unto thee, O God,
the Eternal Father, that they are will-

ing to take upon them the name of

thy Son, and always remember him
and keep his commandments which

he has given them; that they may
always have his Spirit to be with

them. Amen." (D&C 20:77.)

Tithing

Many of the Lord's command-
ments are in the form of covenants

promising specific blessings — tithing,

for example: "Behold, now it is

called today until the coming of the

Son of Man, and verily it is a day of

sacrifice, and a day for the tithing of

my people; for he that is tithed shall

not be burned at his coming." (D&C
64:23.)

"And I say unto you, if my
people observe not this law [of tith-

ing], to keep it holy, and by this law
sanctify the land of Zion unto
me, . . . it shall not be a land of
Zion unto you." (D&C 119:6.)

These statements make it clear

that by failing to honor the tithing

covenant one forfeits great blessings.

On the other hand, complying with it

assures great blessings.

"Bring ye all the tithes into the

storehouse . . . and prove me now
herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I

will not open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a blessing,

that there shall not be room enough
to receive it.

"And I will rebuke the devourer
for your sakes, and he shall not des-

troy the fruits of your ground; neither

shall your vine cast her fruit before

the time in the field, saith the Lord
of hosts." (Mai. 3:10-11.)

Word of Wisdom

Another example of a covenant

is the Word of Wisdom, which also

promises a specific blessing.

"Behold, verily, thus saith the

Lord unto you: In consequence of

evils and designs which do and will

exist in the hearts of conspiring men
in the last days, I have warned you,
and forewarn you, by giving unto

you this word of wisdom by
revelation—

"That inasmuch as any man
drinketh wine or strong drink among
you, behold it is not good, neither

meet in the sight of your Father. . . .

"And, again, strong drinks are

not for the belly, but for the washing
of your bodies.

"And again, tobacco is not for

the body, neither for the belly, and is



PRESIDENT SPENCER W. KIMBALL 61

not good for man, but is an herb for

bruises and all sick cattle, to be used
with judgment and skill.

"And again, hot drinks are not

for the body or belly. . . .

"And all saints who remember
to keep and do these sayings, walk-

ing in obedience to the command-
ments, shall receive health in their

navel and marrow to their bones;

"And shall find wisdom and
great treasures of knowledge, even
hidden treasures;

"And shall run and not be
weary, and shall walk and not faint.

"And I, the Lx)rd, give unto

them a promise, that the destroying

angel shall pass by them, as the chil-

dren of Israel, and not slay them."
(D&C 89:4-5, 7-9, 18-21.)

Covenants essential to exaltation

You will remember that it was
necessary for the "destroying angel"
referred to in this scripture to fatally

afflict the firstborn of men and beast

throughout Egypt in order to per-

suade Pharaoh to let Israel go.

Destroying angels are mentioned
several times in modem scriptures.

Two years before the Word of Wis-
dom promise was given, the Lord
said that "the angels [were] waiting

the great command to reap down the

earth, to gather the tares that they

may be burned." (D&C 38:12.)

Observing the gospel covenants
we make with the Lord qualifies us

to enter the temple and there receive

the ordinances and covenants essen-

tial to exaltation, including the new
and everlasting covenant of celestial

marriage.

That the Lord will help all of us

to magnify our callings in the priest-

hood by proving faithful to every

covenant and commandment and ob-

ligation which rests upon us, the

holders of the holy priesthood, I

humbly pray, in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Romney

President Spencer W. Kimball,

our beloved leader, will be our con-

cluding speaker.

Before President Kimball speaks,

we note that the nationwide CBS
Radio Tabernacle Choir broadcast

will be from 9:30 to 10:00 o'clock

Sunday morning. Those desiring to

attend must be in their seats before

9:15 A.M.

As we leave this priesthood

meeting tonight, we remind you to

obey traffic rules, to use caution, and
to be courteous in driving.

The beautiful music for this

priesthood session has been furnished

by the Tabernacle Choir and Mormon
Youth Chorus combined men's choir.

We are grateful to you men for your

inspiring music and express sincere

thanks for the service you have given

us tonight.

President Spencer W. Kimball

Church— a support to family

My dear brethren, I greet you as

you are assembled here in the Salt

Lake Tabernacle and in hundreds of

other meeting places around the

world. We are so pleased with the

able leadership provided by the priest-

hood bearers of the Church— at all

levels! As we magnify our priesthood

callings, I hope we will always

remember that the Church is a support

to the family. The Church does not

and must not seek to displace the

family, but is organized to help create

and nurture righteous families as well

as righteous individuals.

In this connection, brethren, we
hope you will be mindful of your

own needs and preserve some of that


