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Sunday, April 5

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Second Day

that the house she rented was to be

sold. What was she to do? Where
would she go? The bishop came to

the Church Office Building to inquire

if there were some way the house

could be purchased. It was so small,

the price so reasonable. The request

was considered, then denied.

A heartsick bishop was leaving

the front door of the building when
he met President George Albert

Smith. After the exchange of greet-

ings. President Smith inquired,

"What brings you to the head-

quarters building?" He listened care-

fully as the bishop explained, but

said nothing. He then excused him-

self for a few minutes. He returned

wearing a smile and directed, "Go
upstairs to the fourth floor. A check

is waiting there for you. Buy the

house!"
"But the request was denied."

Again he smiled and said, "It

has just been reconsidered and ap-

proved." The home was purchased.

That dear widow lived there and

cared for her daughters until each of

them had passed away. Then she,

too, went home to God and to her

heavenly reward.

Mindful of the widowed and lonely

The leadership of this Church is

mindful of the widow, the widower,

the lonely. Can we be less con-

cerned? Emerson counseled that rings

and jewels are not gifts, but sub-

stitutes for gifts. The only real gift is

a portion of oneself. (See "Gifts,"

by Ralph Waldo Emerson.)

We remember that during the

meridian of time a bright, particular

star shone in the heavens. Wise men
followed it and found the Christ

child. Today wise men still look

heavenward and again see a bright,

particular star. It will guide you and
me to our opportunities. The burden
of the downtrodden will be lifted, the

cry of the hungry stilled, the lonely

heart comforted. And souls will be

saved— yours, theirs, and mine.

If we truly listen, we may hear

that voice from far away say to us,

as it spoke to another, "Well done,

thou good and faithful servant."

(Matt. 25:21.)

May we see that special star,

may we hear that same salutation, is

my humble prayer, in the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

The Choir sang "Home's Bright

Lx)ve" without announcement.

President Kimball

We have heard from Elder

Thomas S. Monson, a member of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles, fol-

lowed by the Tabernacle Choir sing-

ing "Home's Bright Love."
We shall now be pleased to hear

from President N. Eldon Tanner, First

Counselor in the First Presidency.

President N. Eldon Tanner

I am so glad to be here with you
today and to hear this wonderful mu-
sic and these sermons that have been
taught. I am so thankful to you people

who have thought of me in your pray-

ers that I would regain my health, and

I am thankful that I am able to partici-

pate with you today.

Belief in God and his Son

I have been thinking lately of

the first and third articles of faith:

"We believe in God, the Eternal

Father, and in His son, Jesus Christ,

and in the Holy Ghost," and "We
believe that through the Atonement
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of Christ, all mankind may be saved,

by obedience to the laws and ordi-

nances of the Gospel."
As I think of that first article of

faith, do we really believe in God
and in his Son, Jesus Christ, and in

the Holy Ghost? And to what extent

do they influence our lives? We be-

lieve that through the atonement of

Christ all mankind may be saved. As
I think about that, I want you to

know how God, the Father, and his

Son, Jesus Christ, have helped me
through my life.

I am sure that my mother, being

the kind of woman she was, thanked

God when I was bom for the bless-

ing of being a co-partner with God in

bringing this spirit child into the

mortal world. I am sure she ex-

pressed her thanks to God through

his Son, Jesus Christ.

In my home, prayers were of-

fered on many different occasions.

When I was taught to pray, I learned

that I was actually tallang to God, in

the name of Jesus Christ, through the

power of the Holy Ghost. When I

was eight years old, I was taken by
my father to be baptized. I had been
told that I was a son of God, a child

of God, and that he was interested in

me, that he knew me and knew best

what was right for me. We were
taught to pray at meals; we were
taught to pray in the morning; we
were taught to pray at night. And we
were taught that our Father in

Heaven was the one to whom we
were talking.

I wonder how many of us know
that we are spirit children of God;
and when we are praying, whether
it's over a meal, beginning or closing

of a meeting, or at a baptism or con-

firmation, or the blessing of the

bread and water in the sacrament,

that we are actually talking to God.
He is there, he hears our prayers,

and he blesses us.

The Father and the Son appeared
to Joseph Smith

But the one prayer which im-

pressed me was when Joseph Smith
went into the woods to pray. He had
read, "If any of you lack wisdom,
let him ask of God, that giveth to all

men liberally, . . . and it shall be

given." If any of you lack wisdom,
ask of God and you will receive your

answer. Pray with faith, not waver-

ing. "For he that wavereth is like a

wave of the sea driven with the wind
and tossed." (James 1:6.)

God the Father and his Son,

Jesus Christ, appeared to Jo-

seph—actually appeared to him— and
told him they had a work for him to

do. He had talked to God; God heard

his prayers; his prayers were an-

swered. And I bear testimony to you
this morning that these things which
I have expressed to you are true.

This is the Church of Jesus Christ,

under the direction of Christ himself

through a prophet of God whom I

love, admire, and appreciate.

Be an example

I love you people out there and
humbly pray we may always realize

that when we pray to God we are

talking to him, and that he is inter-

ested in our welfare. The prayer that

I pray at this time is that we will all

realize who we are and act accord-

ingly and be an example to people in

the world. This is the Church of

Jesus Christ; and he will hear all who
ask, to help them understand who
they are and why they are here. This

is my prayer in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

The Choir sang ' 'But the Lord Is

Mindful of His Own" without

announcement.


