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Second Day

The Choir and congregation sang

"We Thank Thee, O God, for a

Prophet."

President Kimball

We shall now hear from Elder

James M. Paramore, a member of the

First Quorum of the Seventy.

Elder James M. Paramore

"Love one another"

My beloved brothers and sisters

and friends, sometimes when I hear

the wonderful local choirs, I tell the

members that I sing with the Taber-

nacle Choir at conference. Oh, to be
sure, I don't sit in the choir seats

because I don't sing well enough, but

I do sit here below and silently sing

along with them because their music
is so beautiful. A line from one of

their numbers that we all love is, "As
I have loved you, love one another."

May I talk about this for a few min-
utes today— the love of God and
loving one another.

A little story given by one of

your missionary sons in Italy a few
weeks ago brought this clearly into

focus for me.
He recounted that one morning a

poor little crippled boy in ragged

clothes and badly worn shoes came
to a busy street comer and went from
person to person, begging for a few
lira without success. A man observ-

ing the boy from a distance finally

went over and picked up this little

lad, held him tightly and loved him,

and then went forth and cared for

him with his means without any

judgment.
This sight would have touched

any heart and helps us see the power
of love that our Father in Heaven
would have us understand in our

lives. Jesus, the beloved Son of God,
reemphasized this new dimension to

bless the world when He said, "A
new commandment I give unto you.

That ye love one another." (John

13:34.)

God's love shown through his

commandments

As we step back and try to

understand this love of God, we are

astounded by its profound impact. At
its center is the reality of a literal

Father in Heaven whose love for His

children knows no bounds. All

truths, wisdom, power, goodness,

and love He desires to share with His

children, whom He created and sent

to earth. He would have us reach up
and know Him as a Father, as one

who forgives, as a helper, as

friend, as lawgiver -as one anxious to

grant to every man the full opportu-

nity of His love and potential and

ultimately the blessing to one day be-

come like Him. This love from
Father in Heaven and its effects upon
one of His children or the whole
world is miraculous and contagious.

He is constantly and everlastingly

watching over us to lovingly and
gently nudge us along.

He reaches down, through His

Son; through prayer. His spirit. His

prophets; and through His command-
ments to express His love and con-

cern and provide His guidance and

discipline to everyone who will lis-

ten. As the Psalmist said, "The earth

is full of the goodness of the Lord."
(Ps. 33:5.)

He loves us so much that He
gave us His most sacred eternal

truths— His commandments — eternal

standards to live by. To help us

understand their importance, He re-

vealed and surrounded them in sacred

and holy settings. Who does not re-

member how the Ten Command-
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ments were given? Men have
constantly changed these command-
ments, but we testify to the world,

they have been restored on this earth

through a prophet of God because
they are essential, eternal truths and
if altered by man, lose their power.
We testify to the world that these

laws — commandments — standards—
are one of the highest manifestations

of the love God has for His chil-

dren. Yes, they are command-
ments—absolutes—to plant the seeds

of God's love, His ways, and His
divinity in us. They are the fountain-

head of all real security, and the in-

ner man recognizes this instinctively

and rejoices.

This same loving God also "so
loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son" (John 3:16) to

perform a myriad of blessings for all

mankind, including the offering of

His own life to atone for man. He
lived His life to demonstrate that the

love of our Father in Heaven and His
plan. His commandments, could in

fact bring inner peace and lift man-
kind here and hereafter.

"Abide in my love"

My assignments these past few
months have taken me to many
lands, and with all my heart this

morning I want to bear witness to the

fact that when God's love is known
and felt and His commandments fol-

lowed, the results are always the

same. There is a newness of life—

a

spiritual awakening— that comes to

man, its own witness that it is true.

It is never forced or brought about by

fear, but rather by a bond of love

that develops between our Father in

Heaven and His children. It is no
wonder that we are counseled to look

to God and live. This love reaches

deep into the inner man, removes
barriers, and causes an open spirit to

emerge to be receptive to truth,

goodness, and change. As it develops

in man, he is turned outward toward

others— gradually overcoming him-

self. WTien we humbly seek our
Father in Heaven by prayer, and by
learning and keeping His command-
ments. He transfers to us His love

and many of His powers. Thousands
bear witness that His words "If ye
keep my commandments, ye shall

abide in my love" (John 15:10) are

true. We then, as the Savior said,

begin to attach ourselves as branches

to the "true vine" and receive the

same strength and power and can ex-

pect the same fniit. (See John 15:1-6.)

Then the miracle really happens.

Men thus touched and changed by
this love of God begin to look upon
their neighbors with profound respect

and awe for who they are, what tiieir

potehtial really is as children of an

eternal father.

I had a very special experience a

few years ago on an assignment to

Oregon. After a stake conference I

was asked to bless a little child. A
couple was ushered into a room, and
I learned that day what the love of

God really was. They had adopted

six or seven abandoned, physically

handicapped little children who
would need their love and care the

rest of their lives. I felt humble in

their presence, and the, love of God
filled that room that day. They were
no more sfrangers to God.

As itian per9eives this love, he
begins to overlook the flaws that

m^e up every mortal being and to

"esteem his brother as himself."
(D&C 38:24.) He lifts and desires to

help him whenever and wherever he
can. Man's spirit reaches out to

everyone, for now there is no en-

mity, no envy, no restricting philoso-

phies, pride, or vanity — even
language does not separate men—
there is only an openness and one-

ness with the Spirit and will of God.
The scriptures are beautiful and clear:

"There [will be] no contention in

the land," "because the love of God
is shed abroad in our hearts." (4 Ne.
1:15, Rom. 5:5.)
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Does this mean that those who
embrace these things will be perfect?

No, for they will forever be over-

coming and growing. But it does

mean that they will be striving to-

ward perfection. The great prophet

Moroni counseled us with a profound

insight on this point when he said,

"Condemn me not because of mine
imperfection, neither my father . . .

but rather give thanks unto God that

he hath made manifest unto you our

imperfections, that ye may learn to

be more wise than we have been."
(Morm. 9:31.)

It is by achieving this gift, this

love of God, that we are able to

crowd out contention, discord, and
judgments. It recognizes the power
and goodness innate in man and how
totally inconsistent it would be for

one having these feelings — this love

from God in their lives— to find him-

self judging others, not sustaining

His leaders, for these things are ab-

solutely foreign to the love of God.
Our Father in Heaven said that "no
one can assist in this work except he

shall be humble and full of love."

(D&C 12:8.)

As in the case of the man who
picked up the little crippled boy,

there are no reproachments or judg-

ments—just love and help.

Love of God manifest

How is this love of God mani-

fest today upon the earth and in His

church and among its members?
By a Father in Heaven who sent

His beloved Son to help man to see

His example and follow.

By a Father in Heaven who has

established His kingdom. His church.

His love and commandments here

upon this earth wherein all His bless-

ings may be had and His love felt.

By a loving Father in Heaven
who has provided a prophet today

and Apostles to receive His word and
guide His children.

By families who are filled with

this love and gratitude to God, reach-

ing out everyday to teach their chil-

dren love, these highest standards,

and the peaceable things of God.
By fathers and mothers and chil-

dren, who, touched by the love of

God, unashamedly take each other in

their arms often and openly express

their love and never give up on those

within their circle who especially

need their love.

By over thirty thousand mission-

aries, who, at their own expense, go
forth in love to the people every-

where on this earth and take these

powers to all who will listen.

And by wonderful leaders and
teachers who, though imperfect,

reach out to our children and youth

in countless ways to help them build

bridges to God — His love and
goodness.

Blessings in his Church

A few Sundays ago as I sat in a

sacrament meeting in Germany, tears

of gratitude filled my eyes and my
heart was full. I saw eighty-two little

children sing songs of love to their

Heavenly Father. I was so grateful

for the Church which has been rees-

tablished upon the earth, and that I

too had one day been a Primary
child, and my children also, and had
learned those songs and the love they

express. I've sung those songs thou-

sands of times since my youth and
am grateful for the love and the mes-
sage they bring. On this very same
day in that sacrament meeting was a

new convert who is awaiting the ar-

rival of her first child. She was so

touched by the children, the Church,

the Primary, and the love of our

Heavenly Father that was there. She
later excitedly said, "Oh, I can hard-

ly wait to have my child so she can

go to Primary."
My beloved friends, this is only

one of the many great programs and
blessings that our Father in Heaven
has provided in His church. The
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Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints. Yes, there is a place of beau-

ty—a refuge upon the earth— where
the unchanging standards revealed by
a loving Father in Heaven are found.

Now all of this is really what
the Lord had in mind, isn't it, when
he said, "As I have loved you, . . .

love one another." (John 13:34.)

That will forever be the ultimate in-

vitation of the Lord to everyone
everywhere. We invite all men with

all our love to come and partake of

this spirit, this peace, this love of

God that is in His kingdom here

upon the earth today.

In the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Kimball

To those of the television and
radio audience who have just joined

us, we are convened in the historic

Tabernacle on Temple Square in Salt

Lake City, Utah, in this fourth session

of the 151st Annual General Confer-

ence of the Church.

We have just heard from Elder

James M. Paramore, a member of the

First Quorum of the Seventy. It will

now be our pleasure to hear from
Elder Jack H. Goaslind, Jr., a mem-
ber of the First Quorum of the

Seventy.

Elder Jack H. Goaslind, Jr.

Offspring of God

My sincere desire this morning is

to share with you some of my feelings

about the gospel of Jesus Christ and
the effect it should have in our

relationships with each other. As I

have reread the account of the Sav-

ior's resurrection, I have been
impressed that the Savior's first words
as a resurrected being provide the

foundation for our relationships with

others.

You will recall that early in the

morning of the first day of the week,
Mary had gone to the sepulchre

where they had placed the Lord's

body. Finding the stone that sealed

the tomb removed, she ran and told

Peter and John that the Lord's body
had been taken. Peter and John hur-

ried to the tomb to confirm this re-

port. When they saw the empty
tomb, they returned to their homes.

But Mary Magdalene "stood
without at the sepulchre weeping:

and as she wept, she stooped down,
and looked into the sepulchre."
There she saw two angels in white,

who asked her, "Why weepest
thou?" And she replied, "Because

they have taken away my Lord, and I

know not where they have laid

him."
Having said this, she turned

around and saw Jesus, but she did

not recognize him. The Savior also

asked why she was weeping. Mary
said, thinking she was talking to the

gardener, "Sir, if thou have borne

him hence, tell me where thou hast

laid him, and I will take him away."
(John 20:11-15.)

The Savior then called her by
name, as he also could each of us,

and she immediately recognized him.

Because of her great love for him
and her witness that he lives, she

extended her arms to embrace him.

With love, concern, and assur-

ance, he spoke these eternally signifi-

cant words: "Touch me not; for I am
not yet ascended to my Father: but

go to my brethren, and say unto

them, I ascend unto my Father, and
your Father; and to my God, and
your God." (John 20:17.)

"To my Father, and your
Father; to my God, and your God.

"

How important this message was
then, and how vital it is for us today!

The Apostle Paul clearly taught the


