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sion to express a divine testimony of

his mission: "I am the resurrection,

and the life: he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he

live." (John 11:25.)

In his visit to the Nephites, the

Savior gave this important admoni-
tion: "Therefore, what manner of

men ought ye to be? Verily I say

unto you, even as I am." (3 Ne.

27:27.)

It is my witness that we can be

even as he is. We can demonstrate

our love in ways that have eternal

benefits both for ourselves and for

those we serve.

Let us accept the challenge is-

sued by our prophet two years ago:

"It seems clear to me, indeed,

this impression weighs upon me—
that the Church is at a point in its

growth and maturity when we are at

last ready to move forward in a ma-
jor way. . . . But the basic decisions

needed for us to move forward, as a

people, must be made by the individ-

ual members of the Church. The ma-
jor strides which must be made by
the Church will follow upon the ma-
jor strides to be made by us as

individuals.

"We have paused on some
plateaus long enough. Let us resume

our journey forward and upward. Let

us quietly put an end to our reluc-

tance to reach out to others— whether
in our own families, wards, or neigh-

borhoods." (Spencer W. Kimball, in

Conference Report, Apr. 1979, p.

114.)

Let us decide today that we will

reach out in love to our families, our
less active or nonmember neighbors,

our departed kindred, or anyone who
has need of love. I testify that great

blessings will come to us as individu-

als, as a Church, and as a brother-

hood of mankind when we learn to

live outside ourselves in love, in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

The Choir sang "Jesus, Savior,

Pilot Me" without announcement.

President Kimball

We have just listened to Elder

Jack H. Goaslind, Jr., a member of

the First Quorum of the Seventy, fol-

lowed by the Choir singing "Jesus,

Savior, Pilot Me."
We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder Mark E. Petersen, a mem-
ber of the Council of the Twelve.

Elder Mark E. Petersen

My wife was the daughter of a

sea captain who lost a ship at sea. As
the survivors drifted in lifeboats hour

after hour before they were picked up,

they all sang, "Jesus, Savior, Pilot

Me." (Hymns, no. 121.)

Together with this choir and

with my Brethren, I testify of the

Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son of

Almighty God, the Savior of the

world, our Redeemer. I am grateful

for the testimony that we bear, and
as we approach the Easter time, I

testify with my Brethren that He
hves. He is the living Christ.

Our great mission as Latter-day

Saints is to bear testimony of Him.
Through all the trials and tribulations

of this world, if we will but pray as

the choir has just sung— "Jesus, Sav-

ior, pilot me" — we shall go through

life successfully, not free from trou-

bles and trials, but always accom-
panied by the Holy Spirit, who will

see us safely through.

Moral and spiritual crisis

It is no news to anyone that we
are in a world crisis. But the basic
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problem is not what most people

think it is. It is not fundamentally

economic, and it is not basically due

to any oil shortage.

Our basic problem is moral and

spiritual. We must return to God.
Since all human beings are His

children, His commandments apply

to everyone. They pertain to every

phase of our lives. If we expect to

really enjoy peace and happiness in

this world, we must have faith

enough to keep those command-
ments. If we ignore them or violate

them, we bring evil consequences

down upon our own selves.

There is no escaping these two
alternatives. One or the other will

control our lives, so it is only sen-

sible to be realistic and face up to

these hard facts.

Inasmuch as God has given us

our free agency to do as we please,

He expects us to use our intelligence

and ingenuity to improve our circum-

stances both spiritually and tempo-

rally. He wants us to be successful in

life and desires to help us. Man
really is that he might have joy. (See

2Ne. 2:25.)

Then we should plan well for

our future and not live entirely for

the present nor suppose that the stat-

us quo will continue on indefinitely.

We must be industrious, we
must be frugal, we must seek a prop-

er balance between our needs and our

desires, and especially we must rees-

tablish our lives upon a spiritual

foundation.

Are we not the children of God?
Are we not to seek first His way of

doing things? If we serve Him prop-

erly, will that not place us on a spiri-

tual foundation?

Life confronts us with many
serious problems. Some are moral;

others are economic. But all can

cause us difficulty.

Fight with all our power

Truly we are living in a troubled

world. We are surrounded by it and

are subject to all its perils, plagues,

inducements, persuasions, and temp-
tations. But nevertheless, regardless

of all that, we are not to be of the

world. That is where spirituality

comes in. Then shouldn't we sing

with the choir, "Jesus, Savior, pilot

me"?
What makes this a moral and a

spiritual crisis is that so many people

reject or ignore the standards of life

that God has set up for us, and many
even attempt to brush Him aside.

They prefer darkness to light because
their deeds are evil.

For example, there are many
kinds of immorality which make a

deadly assault upon purity of life.

What shall we do about them? Sur-

render? By no means! We must fight

them with all our power!
We shall be virtuous and clean

ourselves and teach our children to

be pure. Don't we hear the voice of

Almighty God crying out to each of

us: "Be ye clean that bear the ves-

sels of the Lord"? (D&C 38:42.)

We have the ever-increasing en-

croachment of liquor, wine, tobacco,

and various narcotics. What shall we
do about them?

We shall be loyal enough to the

Lord to obey the Word of Wisdom.
That law is more vital and pertinent

now than ever before in our history.

No one can survive the present on-

slaught of addiction without obeying

the Word of Wisdom.
The world tempts us to lie and

cheat and steal; to be shoplifters or

worse; to tarnish another person's

good name; or to steal someone
else's wife or husband, which is one
of the worst kinds of thievery. What
shall we do about that?

We shall keep the Ten Com-
mandments, avoiding dishonesty in

all its forms and rejecting every

temptation to covet anything or any-

body that is our neighbor's.

We shall obey our thirteenth ar-

ticle of faith, which says, "We be-

lieve in being honest, true, chaste,

benevolent, [and] virtuous."
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Is there any other answer?
Can any Har, can any thief, can

any unchaste person invade the king-

dom of God? Not in their sins! They
can enter only after the most sincere

and complete repentance, nothing

less!

Avoid debt; prepare for future

But the world affects us in other

areas, too, especially in economic
ways. These include strong per-

suasions to overspend our financial

resources, to buy beyond our means,

to overextend our credit and thus

sink deeply into debt. Oh, the in-

ducements of sales pressures, of per-

suasive advertising, of easy credit,

and the unwise use of credit cards!

What shall we do about all that?

First and foremost, we shall de-

termine to live within our means, to

carefully budget our affairs, and to

stay within the budget.

We shall determine before God
that we will be honest and pay our

just obligations and not try to escape

them. Most assuredly we shall avoid

any further debt exceeding our ability

to pay.

If temporarily we must limit our

customary life-style, shall we not be
willing to do so as a means toward

financial survival? Shall we not be

willing to sacrifice our ordinary de-

sires when necessary and cut our

cloth to fit the pattern of revised cir-

cumstances forced upon us by this

recession?

There are many very good
people who keep most of the Lord's

commandments with respect to the

virtuous side of life, but who over-

look His commandments in temporal

things. They do not heed His warn-

ing to prepare for a possible future

emergency, apparently feeling that in

the midst of all this trouble "it won't

happen to us." It is not always the

other fellow's problem. It is our

problem also whenever there is eco-

nomic trouble afloat.

To prepare for the future is part

of God's eternal plan, both spiritually

and temporally. To protect ourselves

against reversals and hardships is

only good sense.

A lesson in self-reliance

On the street in front of my
house is a row of chestnut trees. In

the spring they are beautiful, all cov-

ered with gorgeous blossoms.

As the summer moves on, I see

nuts begin to form in their little

green pods. In the autumn the nuts

drop to the ground. As they do,

squirrels seem to appear from no-

where. They sit on the sidewalk, bite

off the pods, and then run quickly

away with each nut to store it for

their winter's supply.

They are wise little animals, and
they are industrious. They are quite

fearless, too, for no one on our street

ever disturbs them. It is intensely in-

teresting just to watch them work for

their hving the way they do.

They do not allow the chestnuts

to go to waste, not one of them.

They know their lives must depend
on them during the cold and unpro-

ductive winter months when nuts do
not grow on trees.

They don't depend on anyone
else to gather those nuts for them,
either. They rely entirely upon them-
selves. The Lord gives them the har-

vest, but they must gather it in.

They teach us a great lesson in

self-reliance. It is a lesson that is

applicable to human beings as well

as to the creatures of nature.

Then will God also help us in

our times of stress? Of course He
will! Did He not say, "Consider the

lilies of the field" (Matt. 6:28) and
"behold the fowls of the air: . . .

Are ye not much better than they?"
(Matt. 6:26.)

Of course He will help us. But
there is an important if involved— i/

we keep His commandments.
He teaches us to be self-reliant
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and industrious, to plan ahead, to

provide for possible hard times, to

avoid obligations unless we are sure

we can handle them, and then to

serve him with such devotion that He
will be pleased to augment all of our
own earnest efforts.

But He also expects us to be
wise enough to limit our financial

obligations to a reasonable expecta-

tion ofpaying out.

Become self-sustaining

In our planning, why not write a

priority system for our family to cov-

er our particular financial circum-

stances and make sure that first

things really do come first? We can

avoid financial bondage if we follow

such a plan.

Let us wisely ask ourselves

whether our desires— or our actual

needs— determine what we buy.

The Lord has given us a welfare

program. It is inspired. It applies to

all Church members. A most impor-

tant part of that plan is that we our-

selves—each one of us— shall learn

to become self-sustaining, that we
accept the principle that we must
look ahead, save a little, build up
some reserves, live within our in-

come, and make every effort to sus-

tain ourselves in good times and bad.

Is not that the heart of our wel-

fare plan?

That great program teaches us to

put away one year's supply of our

necessities— not the frills and the su-

perfluities. We can get along without

the frosting on the cake, can't we, or

the whipped cream on the apple pie?

And if necessary we can get

along just fine without either the

cake or the pie, can't we, and just be

glad for the staples of life?

Our welfare storehouses help

many worthy people in emergencies.

That is what they are for. Any one of

us might suffer a tragedy which
would make it necessary for us to

receive such assistance. And that

help is always available to worthy

people and is cheerfully given.

But the most important store-

houses in the entire welfare plan are

those that are within the walls of our

own homes. We must provide our

own storehouses for our own families

in our own homes as far as possible

to meet any rainy days that may
come our way.

The bishops' storehouses are

wonderful, and they do help thou-

sands of deserving and faithful

Saints, just as they should. But they

are not intended to supply the four-

and-a-half million total membership
of the Church. They are emergency
outlets only.

Keep His commandments

But with all our efforts, let us

never forget that our greatest re-

source is the Lord our God.
Anciently He told Israel that He

would prevent droughts and provide

good harvests // they would serve

Him and keep His commandments.
He makes the same promise to us.

He also said He would open the

windows of heaven and pour out

such great blessings upon us that we
could hardly contain them if we
would pay an honest tithing. So you
see that the principle of tithe paying

is introduced as part of the Lord's

plan for our own welfare and self-

preservation.

He said in our day that the

Saints "shall pay one-tenth of all

their interest annually; and this shall

be a standing law unto them for-

ever." (D&C 119:4.)

So again we see that tithe pay-

ing is part of the divine plan to pro-

tect us against hard times. I repeat,

tithing is to protect us against hard

times! Why do we not recognize it as

such? Why do some say they cannot

afford to pay tithing when just the

reverse is true?

And when great tribulations

come, what did He say? "He that is
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tithed shall not be burned." (D&C
64:23.)

And what else did He say? "If

my people observe not this law, to

keep it holy, and by this law sanctify

the land of Zion unto me, that my
statutes and my judgments may be
kept thereon, . . . verily I say unto
you, it shall not be a land of Zion
unto you.'' (D&C 119:6; italics

added.)

Do you see then how obedience

to the law of tithing is a safeguard

for us?

And what else did He say? This

is "a day for the tithing of my
people" — now— today — for "now it

is called today until the coming of

the Son of Man." (D&C 64:23.)

Then where is our faith? Where
is our obedience?

And He said further, "I will not

spare any that remain in Babylon"
(D&C 64:24), meaning, of course,

those who reject His word and con-
tinue to indulge in worldly practices.

So again He emphasizes the

moral aspect of our present crisis and
the spiritual side of the same crisis.

He then added, "Labor while it

is called today" (D&C 64:25)
— obey Him, serve Him, walk in

righteousness before Him, and "be
ye clean that bear the vessels of the

Lord" (D&C 38:42). That's the law!

Avoid bondage to sin, addiction, or

debt

Let us remember that it is

against the will of God that any one
of us should be in bondage— in any
way — neither to sin nor to addiction

nor to debt.

"Ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free" (Jn.

8:32), He declared— free from sin,

free from addiction of all kinds, and
free from the slavery of debt. His

truth, which is His gospel, will make
us free— (/ we obey Him!

Shall we trust Him? His burden
is so much easier than that of the

world.

"Come unto me," He says
"... and I will give you rest."

(Matt. 11:28.)

He loves us. He will watch over

us, and —even in hard times He will

prosper us — if we are not of little

faith. He may try us, but He will not

forsake us.

Don't we in great sincerity sing:

How firm a foundation, ye Saints of
the Lord,

Is laid for your faith in his excellent

word! . . .

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned

for repose,

I will not, I cannot, desert to his

foes;

That soul, though all hell should

endeavor to shake,

ril never, no never, no never

forsake?

{Hymns, no. 66.)

That is His promise, and His

word is true, I testify in His sacred

name, the name of the Lord Jesus

Christ, amen.

The Choir sang "The Lord's

Prayer" without announcement.

President Kimball

Elder Mark E. Petersen, a mem-
ber of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, has just spoken to us, fol-

lowed by the Tabernacle Choir sing-

ing "The Lord's Prayer."

We appreciate the courtesies

shown by the owners and operators of

the many radio and television stations

who offered their facilities as a public

service to make the proceedings of

this conference available to a large

audience throughout many areas of

the world.

We shall conclude this fourth

session of the conference with the

Tabernacle Choir singing "Come
Unto Jesus," after which the benedic-


