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and subsequent apostasy of the

Church of Jesus Christ.

A distinctive sign of the last

days that will precede the eventual

second coming of the Lord was seen

in vision by that same Apostle who
recorded the book of Revelation. He
said:

"I saw another angel fly in the

midst of heaven, having the everlast-

ing gospel to preach unto them that

dwell on the earth, and to every na-

tion, and kindred, and tongue, and
people." (Rev. 14:6.)

The fact that John saw a mes-
senger from God reveal anew a lost

gospel negates the argument that fur-

ther revelation could not be added to

the Bible.

Testimony of divine guidance

We testify to all the world that

heavenly ministers have already ap-

peared in our age, bringing authority

from heaven and restoring truths lost

through corrupted teachings and prac-

tices. God has spoken anew and con-

tinues to provide guidance for all his

children through a living prophet

today. We declare that he, as prom-
ised, is with his servants always and
directs the affairs of his Church
throughout the world. As in times

past, revelation directs missionary la-

bors, the building of temples, the

calling of priesthood officers, and

warns against the evils of society that

may deny salvation to our Father's

children.

In a revelation to a modem
oracle, Joseph Smith, the Lord said:

"For I am no respecter of per-

sons, and will that all men shall

know that the day speedily cometh;

the hour is not yet, but is nigh at

hand, when peace shall be taken

from the earth, and the devil shall

have power over his own dominion.

"And also the Lord shall have

power over his saints, and shall reign

in their midst." (D&C 1:35-36.)

The Savior is reigning in the

midst of the Saints today through

continuous revelation. I testify that

he is with his servants in this day
and will be until the end of the earth.

May our vision not be so narrow

that we would relegate revelation to

only the ancients. God is merciful

and loves his children in all ages and
has revealed himself to this time in

history. Of this I solemnly testify, in

the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Romney

Elder Howard W. Hunter, a

member of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, has just spoken to us.

We shall now hear from Elder

Royden G. Derrick, a member of the

Presidency of the First Quorum of the

Seventy. He will be followed by
Elder Teddy E. Brewerton, a member
of the First Quorum of the Seventy.

Elder Royden G. Derrick

Mandates from God never change

The history of the people of an-

cient America, recorded in the Book
of Mormon, teaches that civilizations

are built on moral foundations; that

when people are morally strong, they

do well; that when they are morally

weak, they suffer. It teaches us that

freedom cannot outlive morality and

that freedom is not free— it must be
earned.

It teaches that people change
again and again, but that mandates
from God never change. They remain

the same because the fundamental

principles of good behavior are ever-

lasting and never change. The Lord
has given us direction through the

scriptures as to how we should be-
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have to enrich our Hves, to bring

peace to our souls, to strengthen our

families, and to uplift the dignity of

men.
The Lord said, "Wherefore,

hear my voice and follow me, and
you shall be a free people." (D&C
38:22.)

During his ministry he said,

"Know the truth, and the truth shall

make you free." (John 8:32.)

The Psalmist wrote, "Blessed is

the nation whose God is the Lord."
(Ps. 33:12.)

From Ecclesiastes, "Fear God,
and keep his commandments: for this

is the whole duty of man." (Eccl.

12:13.)

The Savior said, "For what-

soever ye sow, that shall ye also

reap." (D&C 6:33.)

And from latter-day scripture we
learn, "There is a law, irrevocably

decreed in heaven before the founda-

tions of this world, upon which all

blessings are predicated—
"And when we obtain any

blessing from God, it is by obedience

to that law upon which it is predi-

cated." (D&C 130:20-21.)

Home and family

The basic unit of society is the

family. Our moral values are estab-

lished in our family relations. The
responsibility for teaching moral
principles rests with the home. But
not every home offers the love and
guidance necessary to responsible

parenthood. In an ideal society, the

home should accept the responsibility

for teaching moral values.

The Lord said, "But I have
commanded you to bring up your

children in light and truth." (D&C
93:40.)

And again, "And they shall also

teach their children to pray, and to

walk uprightly before the Lord."
(D&C 68:28.)

The teachers in church and in

school should be allies of the parents

in teaching children appropriate val-

ues that will guide them throughout

their lives. The home should be a

laboratory of learning, where these

values, and more sensitive ones too,

are inculcated into the lives of family

members through daily experiences.

Then the three work in harmony to

fulfill parental responsibility.

Unfortunately, today many so-

cieties in the world do not place suf-

ficient importance upon the home
and the family. In a recent edition of

U.S. News and World Report, an ar-

ticle was published quoting statistics

that show an alarming decay among
the families of America. Problems
that cause such serious erosion are

centered around moral issues and

selfishness. Strong families result

when family members serve one an-

other. When we concentrate on our

own comfort and on satisfying our

own appetites, the family and the so-

ciety are adversely affected.

Key to eternal family

We spend our time doing many
things, some of which have influence

on this life only, and others, on both

here and beyond. Building a family

is an eternal objective. The benefits

of family unity can extend beyond
our mortal existence.

Several weeks ago, while en

route to Monterrey, Mexico, I sat

next to an attractive Mexican of

Lamanite extraction. During our con-

versation I learned that he had eight

children. He was obviously proud to

be their father. I encouraged him to

talk about them. Then I asked,
"How long do you plan to be with

them?"
"As long as I live."

"And then what?"
"I'll lie down and turn to

dust."

From the Bible, we read the

words of the Savior to his Apostles

just prior to his crucifixion: "In my
Father's house are many mansions: if
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it were not so, I would have told

you. I go to prepare a place for you.

"And if I go and prepare a

place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto myself; that where I

am, there ye may be also." (John
14:2-3.)

I asked him what Jesus meant
by that. He pondered the question,

and then he was ready to listen. I

explained about the spirit world and
the Resurrection and asked, "Do you
really love your children?" He was
emphatic.

"How would you like to be

with your wife and children in the

next life?"

"There is nothing I would rather

have."
I explained that he could have

them. We talked about the Book of

Mormon— that it was a history of his

progenitors, that it contained the nar-

ration of the visit of Jesus Christ to

America, and that it was a key to

having an eternal family. I had him
write his name and address on a card

and promised to have a Book of

Mormon in Spanish delivered to his

home.
When I arrived in Monterrey, I

gave the referral to the missionaries.

Last week I received a letter report-

ing on their visit to the family. They
wrote: "The following Sunday, after

the conference, we went to Roberto's

home. His wife came to the fence,

and supposing we were preachers of

religion she told us it would not be
possible to see her husband, that he
was very busy. But after talking and
showing the card you gave us, he
quickly came out with open arms to

greet us. We entered his home and
knelt down with the family in prayer.

He has eight beautiful children. The
Spirit of the Lord was present.

"He gratefully accepted our of-

fer to return to teach them the plan

of salvation. He received the Book of
Mormon and promised to read the

words of the book from cover to

cover."

How could any thinking person

who loves his family not want such a

precious gift— to be with his wife

and his family in this life and the

next, and then to include parents and
other progenitors (going back) and
grandchildren and their continuing

posterity (going forward) in an eter-

nal family relationship.

The scriptures say, "All cov-

enants, contracts, bonds, obligations,

oaths, vows, performances, con-

nections, associations, or expecta-

tions, that are not made and entered

into and sealed by the Holy Spirit of

promise, ... by revelation and com-
mandment through the medium of

mine anointed, whom I have appoint-

ed on the earth to hold this pow-
er .. . are of no efficacy, virtue, or

force in and after the resurrection

from the dead; for all contracts that

are not made unto this end have an

end when men are dead." (D&C
132:7.)

Missionary work to dead

I testify that the authority from
God to seal by the Holy Spirit of

Promise for time and all eternity is

vested in our prophet, Spencer W.
Kimball. He has properly delegated

that authority today so that this sa-

cred work of sealing families for

time and all eternity goes forward

daily in the holy temples of God.
How I wish that my friends who

are not in the Church would listen to

this important message— that you can

be with your families forever. All

you have to do to qualify is to keep
the commandments of the Lord.

The scriptures tell us, "And the

spirit and the body are the soul of

man." (D&C 88:15.) When a man
dies, his body goes to the grave and

his spirit goes to a place of waiting.

We call that place paradise.

President Joseph F. Smith was
privileged to look into the spirit

world back to the time of the advent

of the Savior into that great world of
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the spirits of the dead about the time

of the Crucifixion: "And I saw the

hosts of the dead, both small and
great," he wrote.

"And there were gathered to-

gether in one place an innumerable

company of the spirits of the just,

who had been faithful in the testi-

mony of Jesus while they lived in

mortality. . . .

"All these had departed the

mortal life, firm in the hope of a

glorious resurrection, through the

grace of God the Father and his Only
Begotten Son, Jesus Christ. . . .

"While this vast multitude wait-

ed and conversed, rejoicing in the

hour of their deliverance from the

chains of death, the Son of God ap-

peared, declaring liberty to the cap-

tives who had been faithful. . . .

"But unto the wicked he did not

go, and among the ungodly and the

unrepentant who had defiled them-
selves while in the flesh, his voice

was not raised. . . .

"But behold, from among the

righteous, he organized his forces

and appointed messengers, clothed

with power and authority, and com-
missioned them to go forth and carry

the light of the gospel to them that

were in darkness, even to all the

spirits of men; and thus was the gos-

pel preached to the dead.

"And the chosen messengers
went forth to declare the acceptable

day of the Lord and proclaim liberty

to the captives who were bound,
even unto all who would repent of

their sins and receive the gospel.

"Thus was the gospel preached
to those who had died in their sins,

without a knowledge of the truth, or

in transgression, having rejected the

prophets." (D&C 138:11-12, 14, 18,

20, 30-32.)

Today, too, there are spirits

awaiting their day of deliverance and
resurrection. "Faithful elders of this

dispensation, when they depart from
mortal life, continue their labors in

the preaching of the gospel of repen-

tance and redemption, through the

sacrifice of the Only Begotten Son of

God, among those who are in dark-

ness and under the bondage of sin in

the great world of the spirits of the

dead.

"The dead who repent will be
redeemed, through obedience to the

ordinances of the house of God,
"And after they have paid the

penalty of their transgressions, and
are washed clean, shall receive a re-

ward according to their works, for

they are heirs of salvation." (D&C
138:57-59.)

Moral rewards in this life and life

to come

One of the major missions of

the Church is to uniquely identify

these individuals who have died and
perform the necessary saving ordi-

nances in their behalf, for they can-

not do it for themselves. Once these

ordinances are performed, if the indi-

vidual accepts the gospel in the great

world of spirits, then this work will

be effective.

One of the ordinances performed
in the temples of the Lord is the

sealing of wives to husbands and the

sealing of children to parents for the

living and by proxy for the dead,

thus uniting families for the eternities

according to their willingness to con-

form to gospel principles.

And so, when members of a so-

ciety serve the Lord according to the

commandments he has given them,

and uphold proper moral values, they

receive very special rewards both in

this life and in the life to come. This

is not man's program; it is the Lord's

program of salvation, which exalts

and brings freedom, in every sense

of the word, to those who will hear

his voice and follow him, to which I

testify in the name of him who gave
his life that these things might be,

even the Lord, Jesus Christ, amen.


