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a character resistant to the eroding

influences that surround us. Noble

character is like a treasured porcelain

made of select raw materials, formed
with faith, carefully crafted by con-

sistent righteous acts, and fired in the

furnace of uplifting experience. It is an

object of great beauty and priceless

worth. Yet it can be broken in a

moment through transgression. When
protected by self-control, righteous

character will endure for eternity.

We must cultivate true humility,

not the ability to appear humble, but

the sacred gift of true humility.

Humility is the precious, fertile

soil of righteous character. It

germinates the seeds of personal

growth. When cultivated through the

exercise of faith, pruned by repen-

tance, and fortified by obedience and
good works, such seeds produce the

cherished fruit of spirituality. (See

Alma 26:22.) Divine inspiration and
power then result. Inspiration is to

know the will of the Lord. Power is the

capability to accomplish that inspired

will. (See D&C 43:15-16.) Such pow-
er comes from God after we have done
"all we can do." (2Ne. 25:23.)

The plan of happiness

May I share these introspective

thoughts of an individual that found

the path to happiness: "I am truly,

deeply loved of the Lord. He will do
all that I permit him to do for my
happiness. The key to unlock that

power is myself. While others will

counsel, suggest, exhort, and urge, the

Lord has given me the responsibility

and the agency to make the basic

decisions for my happiness and eternal

progress. As I read and ponder the

scriptures and with deep faith earnestly

seek my Father in prayer, peace envel-

ops my being. With sincere repentance

and obedience to the commandments
of God, coupled with genuine concern

for and service to others, fear is purged
from my heart. I am conditioned to

receive and to interpret divine aid

given to mark my path with clarity. No
friend, bishop, stake president, or

General Authority can do this for me.
It is my divine right to do it for myself.

I have learned to be at peace and to be

happy. I know I will have a rewarding,

productive, meaningful life."

This individual is not a robot

enslaved by adversity, nor need we be

as we wisely use our free agency to

follow the teachings of the Savior.

With all the love of my heart, I

extend an invitation to all to obtain a

fulness of an understanding of the plan

of happiness and exaltation provided

by the Savior. I testify that this fulness

is found in The Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints. 1 love you and
ask you to seek that fulness, in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Tanner

Elder Richard G. Scott has just

spoken to us.

Elder Howard W. Hunter of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles will

now address us.

Elder Howard W. Hunter

Conference time, spiritual revival

From around the world this sea-

son of the year come thousands of

people who gather at what has become
known as the "Crossroads of the

West" for a conference of the mem-

bers of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. Many years have
passed since settlers came in covered
wagons into this valley in the tops of

the Rockies. Conference was an
important occasion in their day, and it

continues to be a significant occasion
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in ours as people of faith and devotion

come together to renew and strengthen

that faith.

Conference time is a season of

spiritual revival when knowledge and

testimony are increased and solidified

that God lives and blesses those who
are faithful. It is a time when an

understanding that Jesus is the Christ,

the Son of the living God, is burned

into the hearts of those who have the

determination to serve him and keep

his commandments. Conference is the

time when our leaders give us inspired

direction in the conduct of our lives—

a

time when souls are stirred and resolu-

tions are made to be better husbands
and wives, fathers and mothers, more
obedient sons and daughters, better

friends and neighbors.

Commitment to fellowmen

As we enter into the spirit of

conference, another feeling comes to

us—one of deep gratitude that we have

been blessed by an understanding of

the gospel of Jesus Christ as it has

been restored to earth in this dis-

pensation of time. We mix with others

from around the world who have that

same feeling, and we wish that men
and women everywhere could under-

stand and find the joy and peace that

come from the knowledge that all

people are children of God and there-

fore brothers and sisters—literally,

actually, and in fact, regardless of

race, color, language, or religious

belief. Turning to the scriptures, we
read:

"And he inviteth them all to

come unto him and partake of his

goodness; and he denieth none that

come unto him, black and white, bond
and free, male and female; and he

remembereth the heathen; and all are

alike unto God." (2 Ne. 26:33.)

We are reminded as we partici-

pate in conference of the deep com-
mitment we have to our fellowmen,

our brothers and sisters throughout the

world. It is a commitment to share

with them a gift that has come to us

and the greatest gift we could give to

them—an understanding of the fulness

of the gospel. We are committed to

declare to all the world that Jesus of

Nazareth is the Savior of mankind,

that he has paid for our sins by his

atoning sacrifice, that he has risen

from the dead, and that he lives today.

Our responsibility is to help the people

of the world understand the true nature

of our Father in Heaven: that he is a

personal God, a loving father, and one
to whom each of us may go with our

problems and concerns.

A living prophet

We who are met here today claim

a special, unique knowledge of the

Savior's gospel. Most striking of all,

to those who first become acquainted

with us, is our declaration to the world
that we are guided by a living prophet

of God—one who communicates with,

is inspired by, and receives revelation

from the Lord.

How do we know such things are

true? We know because God has

spoken in our time—in our day. The
heavens have opened; God has com-
municated his word to man; eternal

truths have been given to the world
from the Father of us all. God the

Father and Jesus Christ, his Son, have
appeared to and have talked with men
in this dispensation. In fact, the Lord
has appeared on numerous occasions.

We know that our Father in

Heaven loves us and is concerned

about our spiritual and temporal wel-

fare. We know that his Son, Jesus

Christ, our Elder Brother, has provid-

ed a way for us to return to the

presence of God; that there is a divine

purpose for our being here on earth;

that we have a work to do which is an

important part of his plan. In addition,

we know many details of that plan and
have received specific direction about

our responsibilities.

For those who hear our message
and wonder how we can claim to know
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of things that may appear to some to be

beyond logic or proof, we answer with

a statement written by Paul to the

church in Corinth:

"Eye hath not seen, nor ear

heard, neither have entered into the

heart of man, the things which God
hath prepared for them that love him.

"But God hath revealed them
unto us by his Spirit; for the Spirit

searcheth all things, yea, the deep

things of God.
"For what man knoweth the

things of a man, save the spirit of man
which is in him? even so the things of

God knoweth no man, except he has

the Spirit of God.
"Now we have received, not the

spirit of the world, but the Spirit which
is of God; that we might know the

things that are freely given to us of

God.
"Which things also we speak, not

in the words which man's wisdom
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost

teacheth; comparing spiritual things

with spiritual." (JST, 1 Cor. 2:9-13.)

Approach Father through Holy
Spirit

The learning and wisdom of the

earth and all that is temporal comes to

us through our physical senses in

earthly, temporal ways. We touch, we
see, we hear and taste and smell and

learn. However, spiritual knowledge,

as Paul has said, comes to us in a

spiritual way from its spiritual source.

Paul continues:

"But the natural man receiveth

not the things of the Spirit of God: for

they are foolishness unto him: neither

can he know them, because they are

spiritually discerned." (1 Cor. 2:14.)

We have found, and know, that

the only way to gain spiritual knowl-

edge is to approach our Father in

Heaven through the Holy Spirit in the

name of Jesus Christ. When we do

this, and if we are spiritually prepared,

we see things our eyes have not pre-

viously seen, and we hear things we

may not have previously heard
—

"the

things which God hath prepared,"

using Paul's words. (1 Cor. 2:9.)

These things we receive through the

Spirit.

"Weigh the words of this

conference"

We believe, and testify to the

world, that communication with our
Father in Heaven and direction from
the Lord are available today. We testi-

fy that God speaks to man as he did in

the days of the Savior and in Old
Testament times. We would say to the

world: "Listen to and weigh the words
of this conference; consider the direc-

tion and counsel that come from those

who speak. Then, after prayerful

pondering, that sweet warm conviction

that comes from the Holy Spirit will

testify to you of its truthfulness.
'

'

Let me read to you the words of
the Lord spoken through one of his

prophets:

"God is merciful unto all who
believe on his name; therefore he
desireth, in the first place, that ye
should believe, yea, even on his

word. . . .

"If ye will awake and arouse

your faculties, even to an experiment
upon my words, and exercise a particle

of faith, yea, even if ye can no more
than desire to believe, let this desire

work in you, even until ye believe in a

manner that ye can give place for a

portion of my words.

"Now, we will compare the word
unto a seed. Now, if ye give place,

that a seed may be planted in your
heart, behold, if it be a true seed, or a

good seed, if ye do not cast it out by

your unbelief, that ye will resist the

Spirit of the Lord, behold, it will begin

to swell within your breasts; and when
you feel these swelling motions, ye

will begin to say within yourselves—It

must needs be that this is a good seed,

or that the word is good, for it begin-

neth to enlarge my soul; yea, it begin-

neth to enlighten my understanding.
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yea, it beginneth to be delicious to

me." (Alma 32:22, 27-28.)

"Seek earnestly to understand the

truth"

To you who are seeking or ques-

tioning the great purposes of life—to

you who are wondering why we are

here on earth and what the Lord would
have us accomplish while we' are

here—we would say, as a modern-day
prophet has said: "Let no man treat

these things lightly or doubtingly; but

let every man seek earnestly to under-

stand the truth and teach his children to

become familiar with those truths of

heaven that have been restored to the

earth in the latter day." (Joseph F.

Smith, in Conference Report, Apr.

1902, p. 85.)

It is an honor to be in the service

of the Lord, to be commissioned by
him to declare to the world that his

kingdom is here on the earth, available

to all who will listen to his message,

accept his gospel, and follow his com-
mandments. We know that this work
will continue to roll forth, as the

Prophet Joseph Smith has said, "till it

has penetrated every continent, visited

every clime, swept every country, and

sounded in every ear, till the purposes

of God shall be accomplished, and the

Great Jehovah shall say the work is

done." (History of the Church,

4:540.)

Of these things I testify, in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Following Elder Hunter's ad-

dress, the Choir sang "Seek Him That

Maketh the Seven Stars" without

announcement.

President Tanner

Elder Howard W. Hunter has just

addressed us, and the Choir has sung

"Seek Him That Maketh the Seven
Stars."

The concluding speaker will be

President Marion G. Romney, Second
Counselor in the First Presidency. The
Choir will then sing "The Lord Bless

You and Keep You." The benediction

will be offered by Elder Robert E.

Wells, a member of the First Quorum
of the Seventy.

The conference will stand
adjourned until two o'clock this

afternoon.

President Marion G. Romney

"Know . . . the only true God and
Jesus Christ"

In the seventeenth chapter of

John, it is recorded that as Jesus

prayed to the Father in behalf of his

disciples, he said, "And this is life

eternal, that they might know thee the

only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thou hast sent." (John 17:3.)

In his prayer Jesus made it per-

fectly clear that the eleven disciples

knew him to be the Son of God. He
had taught them who he was and that

he had been sent from his Father. That

they had received a witness in their

hearts and souls to the truth of his

teachings is made clear in the follow-

ing statement by John:

"These words spake Jesus, and
lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said.

Father, the hour is come; glorify thy

Son, that thy Son also may glorify

thee:

"As thou hast given him power
over all flesh, that he should give

eternal life to as many as thou hast

given him.


