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trol a horse. (We learned a little bit

about horses last night.) One is to kill

it; one is to bridle it. Alma never said

kill your passions. The implication is

not that passions are evil, that we
shouldn't have them. On the contrary,

we bridle something we love, some-

thing whose power we respect.

A horse is stronger than a man, so

the man bridles it, thus controlling its

power and using that power for good.

Passions are stronger than we are, so

we bridle them, thus controlling their

power and using that power to

strengthen a marriage and forge it into

eternity. One has to know how to

bridle a horse or a passion.

Remember, a physical
relationship is simply too beautiful to

squander, too wonderful to waste. It is

the sterling silver too precious to

tarnish before the beauty of the

banquet.

Let us remember that under-

standing "the why" in learning is

what develops proper attitudes or

changes behavior. God grant us the

wisdom to teach wisely and with

understanding, I pray in the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Elder Paul H. Dunn has just

spoken to us.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder Marion D. Hanks, a mem-
ber of the First Quorum of the Sev-

enty, who will be followed by Elder

James E. Faust of the Council of the

Twelve Apostles.

Elder Marion D. Hanks

My theme today is mercy. The
poet wrote that mercy is "twice

blest;/It bless [es] him that gives and
him that takes," and added that

"earthly power doth then show likest

God's/When mercy seasons justice."

(Merchant of Venice, act 4, sc. 1, lines

186-87, 96-97.)
1 am sure that everyone within

sound of my voice today is in favor of

mercy. But mercy merely as a

principle, impersonal mercy, is no

more useful or virtuous than

impersonal faith or impersonal repen-

tance or impersonal love.

"I want justice!" "I want mercy"

As a new mission president years

ago I visited, by somewhat imperious

invitation, the home of a good and

strongly opinionated man who wanted

to discuss with me an error of judg-

ment made by a young missionary.

The harmless action involved was the

result of a misunderstanding for which

the young man had sincerely apol-

ogized. I was fully satisfied with the

resolution. My friend was not. He
insisted on some form of punishment,

public punishment, that assured humil-

iation. The young man must pay, and I

must see to it.

We reasoned together. His posi-

tion was that justice demands payment
and that mercy cannot rob justice. I

agreed and reminded him that the

words he had quoted came from a

Book of Mormon incident wherein a

choice servant of God, who early in

his life had desperately needed mercy
had received it, and was now teaching

an unrepentant son who was seeking to

justify his own serious sin. Alma, the

father, taught Corianton the meaning
and consequences of the Atonement,
in the course of which, acknowledging
the place of justice, he three times

testified of God's "plan of mercy,"
brought about through Christ's holy

gift.



102

Sunday, October 4

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Second Day

"Mercy claimeth the penitent,"

he said.

"Mercy claimeth all which is her

own." (Alma 42:23, 24.)

There is "a repentance granted;

which repentance mercy claimeth;

otherwise, justice claimeth the crea-

ture." (Alma 42:22.)

Corianton listened, repented, and

was forgiven, and subsequently
returned to missionary service to

"bring souls unto repentance, that the

great plan of mercy may have claim

upon them
.

" (Alma 42 : 3 1
.

)

The sin of Corianton was major;

the incident involving the missionary

was innocent and minor. I thought our

discussion would resolve the issue. It

did not.

My host leaned across the table

and said to me with intensity, "I want

justice!"

Quietly 1 replied, "1 want

mercy
. '

'

Three times with growing force

he repeated his message: "1 want

justice!"

Each time I responded to his cre-

scendo with diminuendo, saying more
quietly, "I want mercy."

We parted with the agreement

that it was my responsibility to handle

the matter, to give justice its due, and

to let mercy claim her own.
He is gone now to his eternal

reward. I remember him with respect

and affection. 1 came to know him
well and love him and to be aware that

he, like all the rest of us, needed the

promised mercy of Christ to the

penitent.

Many times 1 have mused on that

moment: "1 want justice!" "1 want

mercy."

"My specialty is mercy"

Then recently, half a world away,

I sat with another good man. He had

brought light and warmth and good
humor into the room with him, and 1

was listening with deep interest as he

told his "before and after" story. The

"before" involved his life as a nomi-
nal but nonpracticing Christian em-
ployed in a stressful occupation with

rough associates and with a tendency

to follow the crowd in all their bad
habits. He was not attentive to his wife

and children, was worried about his

family, suffered from an unhappy con-

science, and had developed a serious

physical ailment.

Then two young men came to his

door. They represented the Lord, they

said, with a message of eternal truth

for him and his family: the gospel of

Jesus Christ is restored to the earth, the

church of Jesus Christ reestablished;

every individual and every family are

important to God and through his plan

can find purpose and meaning; fami-

lies are meant to be together forever;

and there is a way to know for oneself

the truth of these things, they said, for

the Holy Spirit will confirm the knowl-
edge for those who sincerely seek.

He listened and believed. Imme-
diately he put aside bad habits. His

wife and children responded also.

Their lives changed. They studied and
prayed and worshiped, joined the

Church, and lived in the light of the

Spirit. His work improved, and soon
new opportunities and trust and re-

newed reputation for dependability

resulted.

At the conclusion of his story

came a ringing declaration of faith,

without self-consciousness, without

bluster, without guile. "1 am like the

Lord in one thing," he said; "my
specialty is mercy."

My specialty is mercy!

Father's specialty is mercy

One cannot live long with the

scriptures without recognizing that

God our Father and his h'oly Son have
specialties also.

The specialty of the Father is

mercy.

To his people in Isaiah's time, he
gave stem counsel and warning. They
were, he said, "a rebellious people,
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lying children, children that will not

hear the law of the Lord:

"Which say to the seers, See not;

and to the prophets. Prophesy not unto

us right things, speak unto us smooth
things, prophesy deceits." (Isa. 30:9-

10.)

He spoke of their perverseness,

their iniquity, their rejection of him
and their reliance upon temporal pow-
er. Notwithstanding all this, the holy

record then announces: "And there-

fore will the Lord wait, that he may be

gracious unto you, and therefore will

he be exalted, that he may have mercy
upon you." (Isa. 30:18.)

He waits to be gracious! He loves

to be merciful! The prophets call him
' 'the Father of mercies

.

" (2 Cor. 1:3.)

They speak of his "abundant mercy,"

(1 Pet. 1:3), and declare that

"whosoever repenteth, and hardeneth

not his heart, he shall have claim on
mercy" (Alma 12:34). They declare

his "wisdom . . . mercy, and grace."

(2 Ne. 9:8.) And crowning all of this is

the testimony that our Father
"delighteth in mercy." (Micah 7:18.)

The specialty of the Father is

mercy.

Savior's specialty is mercy

The specialty of the Savior is

mercy.

He spoke to the world those

things which he had heard of his

Father. "As my Father hath taught

me, I speak these things." (John 8:26,

28.)

The scriptures teach that he took

upon himself the form of man and was
"touched with the feeling of our in-

firmities." (Heb. 4:15.) "Wherefore
in all things it behoved him to be made
like unto his brethren, that he might be
a merciful and faithful high priest."

(Heb. 2:17.)

There is one who understands,

who sympathizes. He was misunder-

stood, rejected, knew supreme lone-

liness, was poor and had not a place to

lay his head, suffered anguish and

conflict of mind.

He understands.

He can give pardon and bring

peace.

The specialty of the Savior is

mercy.

Mercy of God must be mirrored in

mercy of man

And he requires that we be spe-

cialists in mercy.

"Be ye therefore merciful, as

your Father also is merciful." (Luke

6:36.)

Through Micah we are taught

man's whole duty, which is to walk

humbly with God, to do justly among
our fellowmen, and to "love mercy."
(Micah 6:8.)

Our individual need for mercy
and its conditions he explained in a

parable of two men who went up to the

temple to pray. One proudly an-

nounced his own perfections and righ-

teousness. The other "would not lift

up so much as his eyes unto heaven,

but smote upon his breast, saying, God
be merciful to me a sinner." Of this

honest, unpretentious man the Lord

declared that he "went down to his

house justified rather than the other."

(Luke 18:13-14.)

The meaning of mercy he taught

in a parable of a man beaten and left at

the roadside and concluded the sweet

story of the Samaritan by referring to

two men who passed by without help-

ing, and to one who stopped to assist

him. Which of these three, the Lord

asked, was neighbor to the man? And
he answered: "He that shewed mercy
on him. Then said Jesus, . . . Go, and

do thou likewise." (Luke 10:37.)

Thus the mercy of God must be

mirrored in the mercy of man, and the

field is as broad as the needs of the

whole human family. The Psalmist

cried, "Have mercy upon me, O Lord,

fori am in trouble." (Ps. 31:9.)
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Promise to those who find Christ

and trust him

All of us are in trouble. There is

no just man on the earth who doeth

good and sinneth not. (See Eccl.

7:20.)

In the most personal of his par-

ables, the Savior identified himself

fully with the hungry, the thirsty, the

naked, the homeless, sick, and impris-

oned. "I was an hungred, and ye gave
me meat: ... I was a stranger, and ye

took me in." (Matt. 25:35.) So many
are burdened with earthly care, the

stain of sin, poverty, pain, disability,

loneliness, bereavement, rejection.

The promise of Christ's mercy is sure

and certain to those who find him and
trust him. He who stilled the winds

and waves can bring peace to the

sinner and to the suffering saint. And
we as his agents are not alone to

declare his word, but to represent him
in doing unto the least of his brethren

that which he himself would do were

he now here.

In a refugee camp in Asia was a

young former schoolteacher who with

her mother had escaped their country

after having watched the brutal murder
of others in their family. She had been
viciously violated to the point where
she had vowed never to speak again in

this depraved world. It was her way of

protesting against the wickedness
imposed upon her and countless

others. For more than five years she

spoke not a word. Then one day she

came into the influence of some of our

Church representatives who are per-

forming daily miracles of love in sev-

eral refugee camps. They had no
medical magic, these selfless young
ladies representing us there, no profes-

sional competence to deal with a

tortured mind and spirit. They prayed

for her, took her hand, and spoke
words of love to her; and she an-

swered! For the first time in five years

she spoke, and she has been speaking

since. The Spirit of him who said,

"Peace be still" (Mark 4:39), reached

out through faithful instruments,

touched the storm center of a troubled

soul, stilled the winds and waves of

torment, and brought faith and hope
again.

For me and mine, and for you, I

pray to be worthy to carry the same
banner as our beloved brother who
found the way to mercy and who
exemplifies in his life what I heard him
humbly declare: "My specialty is

mercy."
"Let us therefore come boldly

unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in

time of need." (Heb. 4:16.)

In the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Hinclcley

Elder Marion D. Hanks has just

spoken to us. We shall now hear from
Elder James E. Faust, who will be

followed by President N. Eldon
Tanner, First Counselor in the First

Presidency.

Elder James E. Faust

Solemn procession with bodies of

Joseph and Hyrum

It was Friday morning, June 28,

1844, and already the summer sun was
hot in Illinois. Since about eight

o'clock that morning Dr. Willard

Richards, Samuel H. Smith, and nine

others had plodded along the dusty

road between Carthage and Nauvoo,
Illinois. Moving along the road with

the solemn procession were two
wagons heaped with bushes to protect

their cargo from the blistering heat of

the sun.


