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Think how young Joseph had
been wronged by jealous brothers an-

ciently. They sold him into slavery.

He had every reason to seek revenge.

But when circumstances joined them
together again in Egypt, Joseph said,

"But as for you, ye thought evil

against me; but God meant it unto

good, ... to save much people.

(Gen. 50:20.)

Yes, so much of heartache and
grief eventually become blessings, our

earthly instructions, and condition us

spiritually. Even if we cannot under-

stand the "whys" of our tribulations,

we can still turn to God and rededicate

our lives to his safekeeping. Yes, "he
who doeth the works of righteousness

shall receive his reward, even peace in

this world, and eternal life in the world
to come." (D&C 59:23.)

May each of us, where necessary.

Begin Again. I testify that the gospel

of Jesus Christ has been restored and
that we are to live its principles and
precepts, and by so doing will be

exalted. And this I say humbly in the

worthy name of Jesus Christ, our Mas-
ter, amen.

President Hinckley

The Tabernacle Choir has sung

"Eternal Life."

We welcome those who have just

joined us on television or radio for

this, the first session of the 152nd

Annual General Conference of the

Church.

We are grateful to the managers
and operators of the many television

and radio stations and cable systems

for offering their facilities as a public

service to bring the proceedings of this

conference to a large audience

throughout many areas of the world.

Elder Mark E. Petersen, a mem-
ber of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, will be our concluding

speaker, following which the Taber-

nacle Choir will sing "Benediction."

The closing prayer will then be

offered by Elder William R. Bradford,

a member of the First Quorum of the

Seventy, after which this conference

will be adjourned until two o'clock

this afternoon.

The Choir sang "Eternal Life'

without announcement.

Elder Mark E. Petersen

Basic to our religion are the Arti-

cles of Faith given us by the Prophet

Joseph Smith.

First article of faith

The first one is the foundation of

all for which we stand. It reads, "We
believe in God, the Eternal Father, and
in His Son, Jesus Christ, and in the

Holy Ghost."
We Latter-day Saints believe in

God with all our hearts and all our

souls. We know that he lives. Our
prophets have seen him. We know that

we are his children, his literal spirit

offspring. We have no other source of

life. We are his children.

Without God there would be no
gospel, no salvation, no resurrection,

no light or intelligence, not even life

itself. Without God there would be no
galaxies in the heavens, no sun, no
moon, no stars, no earth, and none of

the things this earth can produce. In

other words, if there were no God
there would not be anything else

either.

It is equally so with respect to the

Lord Jesus Christ. In this church we
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accept the Savior with all our hearts

and souls.

He is the divine Son of God! This

is our solemn testimony to all the

world. We bear it fearlessly and with

all the emphasis we possess. Our testi-

mony is true, for it is based on
revelation

.

The Lord Jesus Christ is the Re-
deemer of all humanity. But He is

more than that. He is the Creator, for

there is a divine Creator, and we know
Him to be Jesus Christ of Nazareth. He
came to earth as the Babe of

Bethlehem, but was still that same
mighty Being spoken of by Isaiah

—

"Emmanuel, which being interpreted

is, God with us." (Matt. 1:23.)

Jesus Christ, the Jehovah of the

heavens, made the heavens and all the

galaxies within them. He made our

universe, with the sun and its planetary

system. He made this earth and all that

is in it, both animate and inanimate.

All things came by Him and
through Him, for without Him was not

anything made that was made.
He came to earth nearly two

thousand years ago, gave us His gos-

pel and His church, and then was
crucified for all humanity.

Everlasting life comes through
Him and in no other way. If we obey
His gospel we shall live with Him
forever. If we reject it, or neglect it,

we still shall live, but not with Him. It

shall be in the lesser areas, in some of

which will be weeping and wailing and
gnashing of teeth. (See D&C 19:5.)

Christ is our all, and without Him
we are nothing.

We also believe in the Holy
Ghost, the third member of the

Godhead. As we come into the Church
we are blessed with the gift of the Holy

Ghost, which will guide us all our

lives if we will but follow its

promptings.

Sin seems attractive at first

I am very grateful indeed for the

marvelous expression we've just re-

ceived from Brother Ashton about

honesty. It is so basic to our religion. I

am grateful because we also have as

one of our Articles of Faith a declara-

tion that we believe in honesty, truth,

kindness, and virtue. That article, you
remember, reads in part, "We believe

in being honest, true, chaste, benevo-

lent, virtuous, and in doing good to all

men." (A of F 1:13.)

Here we come to the point where
faith and works meet each other. Here
we ask ourselves: Do our works verify

our faith, or do they belie our profes-

sions? Do we really do good to all men
as the article of faith says?

Honesty, truth, virtue, and kind-

ness are hallmarks of true Christianity.

If we lack them, we can hardly say that

we follow Christ.

Was it not James who said,

"Shew me thy faith without thy works,

and I will shew thee my faith by my
works"? And did he not say, with

such crystal clarity that no one need
misunderstand, "Faith, if it hath not

works, is dead, being alone"? (See

James 2:14-18; italics added.)

We agree with him and add that

professions of piety, without the works
of piety, are sheer hypocrisy and are

dead—even "as the body without the

spirit is dead." (James 2:26.)

In its seductive dress, sin always

seems to be attractive at first. It was so

with Cain, who thought he could sin

and get gain. Many today delude

themselves into thinking the same
thing. But the law of retribution is the

same now as it was then. The wage of

sin is ultimate misery and death if

there is no repentance. (See Rom.
6:23.)

If we renounce Christ's teachings

Who—understanding the facts

—

would dare become an enemy to God?
Yet if we lie and cheat, defraud,

or seduce others and lead them into

sin, to that extent we do become His

enemies.

Since Christ stands for righteous-

ness in all things, what is our position
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before Him if we renounce His teach-

ings by our evil acts? Can we say that

we are any different from those of His

day who turned their backs upon Him
and rejected Him?

They were so sadly deceived as

they walked into tragedy completely

blind to the facts—blind even amid the

light of heaven which He offered

them.

Think of the deception under
which Korihor denied the Christ. After

it was all over and he was brought

down to the dust, he confessed:

"I . . . knew that there was a

God. But behold, the devil hath

deceived me. . . . And he said unto

me: There is no God; . . . and he
taught me that which I should say.

And I . . . taught his words . . .

because they were pleasing unto the

carnal mind." (Alma 30:52-53.)

Note that last expression
—

"they

were pleasing unto the carnal mind."
All sins are pleasing to the carnal

mind, and dishonesty is certainly one
of them!

What if the Good Samaritan had
been a hypocrite and had only pre-

tended to help the injured traveler?

What if he had brought the injured

man to the inn only to further abuse

him? What if he had paid the inn-

keeper with counterfeit money, or

had "run out" on his bill? (See Luke
10:25-37.)

What if he were trying to serve

two masters? (See Matt. 6:24.) What if

his show of piety and mercy was but a

masquerade of duplicity?

What would you have thought of

him then? Would the Savior have held

him up as an example? Or would he

have poured out his condemnation on

that Samaritan as he did on other

hypocrites?

Dishonesty and all it leads to

What do you think of present-day

people who masquerade in the robes of

hypocrisy and use deception and mis-

representation to gain advantage over

others, sometimes robbing them of all

they have?

What do you think of those whose
word is not the word of honor, and
who think nothing of cheating at the

first opportunity?

Do we understand the gravity of
the sin of dishonesty? It is not only

unchristian, it is anti-Christian—it is

anti-Mormon—it is anti-Christ!

Whether it be lying, or cheating,

or robbery or deception; whether it is

in the home, in business, in sports, or

in the classroom; dishonesty is com-
pletely foreign to the teachings of

Jesus.

If we do not recognize this, we
are blind indeed.

Cain was blind when he slew

Abel.

Korihor was blind when he

fought Alma.
The crucifiers of Christ were

blind when they called down His sacri-

ficial blood upon their own heads and

upon the heads of their poor

unsuspecting and hapless children.

(See Matt. 27:25.)

The traitors from within who
helped to bring about the martyrdom
of the Prophet Joseph Smith were
very, very blind—oh, so blind!

Shall we allow selfishness and
greed to similarly blind us? Shall we
become our own worst enemies by
resorting to dishonesty and all that it

leads to?

A way of life

The gospel provides many "Thou
shalt nots" in its list of command-
ments. But it is equally positive in

commanding constructive action and
teaching us that we must make a

sincere effort to become Christlike in

all we do.

Of what value is Christianity if it

does not improve us? It is no mere
psychological toy to be tossed about in

mental calisthenics as a conversation

piece.

The gospel is a way of life.
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Its purpose is to help us become
like Christ.

Did He not ask, "What manner
of men ought ye to be?" And did He
not reply, "Even as I am"? (3 Ne.

27:27.)

Did He not command us to seek

perfection, even as our Father which is

in heaven is perfect? (See Matt 5:48.)

He means it. These are His laws. They
are not mental exercises. They are

commandments, and He will hold us

personally accountable for our obedi-

ence or disobedience.

If we receive these command-
ments with a doubtful heart and obey
them with slothfulness, we can expect

only condemnation. (See D&C 58:29.)

Prepare to meet God

We must take a positive approach

to our religion and literally make it a

way of life, a plan of daily action. We
must reform ourselves day by day
along gospel lines, for this is the time

of our probation and it is now that we
must prepare to meet our God. (See

Alma 34:32.)

This was told often in the Book of

Mormon, you recall, but most of us

have just read that as a matter of

rhetoric. But, brothers and sisters,

today is the day of our probation,just

as it was for them in their day; and
today is the time when we must pre-

pare to meet our God. Who knows
whether we will be alive today or

tomorrow or the day after? When will

we face almighty God?
Do we suppose that we can enter

His presence if we are offensive to

Him? And what will make us

offensive? It will be our own
stubbornness which has kept us from
following His plan. It will be our own
refusal to put Him first in our lives. It

will be because we love darkness bet-

ter than light.

Obedience is the thing

Why do we suppose that He asks

us to seek first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness? (See Matt.

6:33.) Would He do this if He did not

mean it? Half obedience will be
rejected as readily as full violation,

and maybe quicker, for half rejection

and half acceptance is but a sham, an

admission of lack of character, a lack

of love for Him. It is actually an effort

to live on both sides of the line.

We need not suppose that we can
serve two masters. If we try, we may
be sure of one thing—that our master

will not be the Christ, for He will not

accept us on those terms.

How did our Father in Heaven
describe His Beloved Son? Do you
remember His wonderful words?

He declared that Jesus is "full of

grace and truth." (John 1:14.)

Christ is a God of truth. He is a

God of love, but He is also a God of

grace.

What do we mean by the grace of

God?
Jesus is gracious—that is, He is

kind, merciful, compassionate. It is

out of His grace. His compassion and
His love for us. His mercy. His kind-

ness, His desire for us to become like

Him, that He provides for us His

glorious gospel.

But to reject His truth is to reject

His grace. His mercy. His kindness,

His compassion. It is to say that we
want none of it. And of one thing we
may be sure: if such is our attitude, we
most certainly shall have none of it.

Obedience is the thing. What did

Samuel say to Saul when he tried to

serve two masters? "To obey is better

than sacrifice, and to hearken than the

fat of rams." (1 Sam. 15:22.)

Become like Christ

If we try to serve two masters, are

we any better than Saul? If we try to

deceive the brethren by professions of

piety, hiding our sins from them, are

we any better than Ananias and

Sapphira, who were stricken at the feet

of the Apostle Peter when they lied to

him? (See Acts 5:1-10.)
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We are commanded to become
like Christ. We are commanded to

develop both grace and truth in our

lives. If we are to be like Him, and He
is a God of grace and truth, we must

begin right now to build grace and

truth into our own lives.

Must we not recognize now that

we cannot serve two masters? If we
should try, the Lord will reject us. He
will never be found in tandem with

Lucifer, so let us not try to put Him
there. When Alma baptized his con-

verts in the waters of Mormon, those

humble Saints were filled with the

grace of God, the love of God, mercy,

brotherly kindness, charity. And their

priests labored so righteously that they

too were filled with heavenly grace.

(SeeMosiah 18:16-26.)

When the Lord addressed the

early elders of this Church, He taught

them that they must grow in grace as

well as knowledge before they went

out to preach. (See D&C 50:40.)

The Lord told the Prophet Joseph

Smith that all who keep the command-
ments will be blessed with grace from

heaven—the love of Christ, charity,

compassion, mercy, kindness,
honesty.

These are the characteristics of

the Savior. These we must seek for

ourselves. The Lord has promised that

if we obey Him, He will lead us from

grace to grace. (See D&C 93:20.)

Humble obedience is the thing

Then shall we not obey? Shall we
not plan for it? Shall we not seek the

kingdom of God and His righteousness

first, last, and always? We must never

allow our religion to slip into second

place in our lives.

We are the covenant people of the

Lord. In baptism we agreed to serve

Him to the end, and we received the

Holy Ghost to help us to do so. If now
we turn to dishonesty and other sins,

what do we do to this spirit of truth?

By our sins we drive Him from us.

If we who have the gift of the

Holy Ghost shall lie or cheat or in

other ways resort to dishonesty, if we
flout the truth and contaminate

ourselves with untruth, where is our

allegiance to God?
What shall we do with the cov-

enants we have made, promising to

serve Him—this God of truth—in

nothing but the truth?

What shall we do with the sacra-

ment of the Lord's Supper wherein we
pledge to high heaven, by the very

crucifixion of the Christ, that we will

always remember Him and keep His

commandments which He has given

us? (See D&C 20:77.) Shall we
repudiate it by our sins—or shall we
bow our heads in humility and say,

"Not as I will, but as thou wih"?
Though I speak with the tongues

of men and of angels and have not

grace, mercy, honesty, kindness, and

the charity of Christ, I am as sounding

brass or a tinkling cymbal. (See 1 Cor.

13:1.)

Humble obedience is the thing. It

alone can save us. To this I testify, in

the sacred name of the Lord Jesus

Christ, amen.

The Choir sang "Benediction."

Elder William R. Bradford pro-

nounced the benediction.


