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questioned the Twelve, "Will ye also

go away?" The question is the same
today, and so is the answer: "Lord to

whom shall we go? thou hast the

words of eternal life.

"And we believe and are sure

that thou art that Christ, the Son of the

living God." (John 6:67-69.)

Avoid giving and taking offense

In closing, I appeal to the

offended and inactive: Do not let

yesterday hold tomorrow hostage!

Walk away from your investment in

the penny stock of pride; it never pays

dividends.

Remember, too, that it is not the

flock, the body of the Church and its

leaders, who stray, but individuals

who stray. (See Matt. 18:12-14.)

Likewise, I appeal to us all to

consider anew this counsel from Jesus:

"Moreover if thy brother shall trespass

against thee, go and tell him his fault

between thee and him alone: if he shall

hear thee, thou hast gained thy

brother." (Matt. 18:15.) To win a

point does not compare with "gain-

ing" a brother!

Let us all take extra care to avoid

both giving and taking offense.

Let us be loving, kind, and for-

giving—helping these friends to be-

come, as Peter and Paul said, grounded,

rooted, established, and settled! (See

Eph. 3:17; 1 Pet. 5:10.) "The time is

far spent." (Hymns, no. 184.)

Savor these words quoted by a

magnanimous and forgiving Prophet
Joseph Smith to a repentant and
returning W. W. Phelps:

Come on, dear brother, since the war
is past.

Forfriends atfirst, arefriends again

at last.

(Quoted in History ofthe Church,
4:164.)

Such is my counsel, brethren.

Such is my prayer. It is given in the

name of Him who said, "Blessed is

he, whosoever shall not be offended"
(Luke 7:23). Jesus' redemptiveness

and his love cause Him to stand at the

very gate, and we are told he waits

there for us with open arms. I so

certify in the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Hinckley

Elder Neal A. Maxwell of the

Council of the Twelve has just spoken

to us.

The choir and congregation will

now join in singing "The World Has
Need of Willing Men.

'

'

The combined priesthood choir

and congregation sang "The World
Has Need of Willing Men.

'

'

President Hinckley spoke without

announcement.

President Gordon B . Hinckley

That's a great song ("The World
Has Need of Willing Men") and I'm
sorry we did not sing the last verse

—

Then work and watch and fight and
pray

With all thy might and zeal;

Push every worthy work along;

Put your shoulder to the wheel.

(Hymns, no. 206.)

Put your shoulder to the wheel in

moving along the kingdom of God. I

would like to talk about some of the

aspects of that effort.

Sacred law of tithing

I recall as a boy coming to these

general conferences, as you young
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men have done tonight. On more than

one occasion I heard President Heber

J. Grant, his voice ringing with con-

viction, bear his witness concerning

the sacred law of tithing and the mar-

velous promises which the Lord has

made to those who are honest in pay-

ing their tithes and offerings. I was
deeply impressed by what I heard.

I knew it was the Lord, the God
of heaven, who made these promises. I

knew that he was in a position to keep

his promises, and I have come to know
that he does so.

I will always be grateful for a

father and a mother who, as far back as

I can remember, taught us to pay our

tithing. In those days, in the ward in

which we lived the bishop did not have

an office in the meetinghouse. We
went to his home for tithing settle-

ment. I can still sense my feelings of

trepidation as I walked into that home
as a very small boy to settle my tithing

with Bishop John C. Duncan. The
amount may have been only twenty-

five cents, since we did not have very

much of an allowance in those lean

times, but it was an honest 10 percent

as we had figured it in our childish

way, based on the little couplet that we
would recite in Sunday School:

What is tithing? I will tell you every

time.

Ten centsfrom a dollar, and a penny

from a dime.

An obligation

We never felt that it was a sacri-

fice to pay our tithing. We felt it was
an obligation, that even as small chil-

dren we were doing our duty as the

Lord had outlined that duty, and that

we were assisting his church in the

great work it had to accomplish.

We did not do it with the expecta-

tion of material blessings, although we
can testify that we have been so

blessed. The Lord has opened the win-

dows of heaven and poured out his

blessings in marvelous measure. (See

Mai. 3:10.) I am satisfied that he will

bless all who walk in obedience to this

commandment.
Now, do not get me wrong. I am

not here to say that if you pay an

honest tithing you will realize your
dream of a fine house, a Rolls Royce,
and a condominium in Hawaii. The
Lord will open the windows of heaven
according to our need, and not ac-

cording to our greed. If we are paying
tithing to get rich, we are doing it for

the wrong reason. The basic purpose
for tithing is to provide the Church
with the means needed to carry on His
work. The blessing to the giver is an

ancillary return, and that blessing may
not be always in the form of financial

or material benefit. In speaking of

opening the windows of heaven. Ma-
lachi continues by saying:

"And I will rebuke the devourer

for your sakes, and he shall not destroy

the fruits of your ground; neither shall

your vine cast her fruit before the time

in the field. . . .

"And all nations shall call you
blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome

land, saith the Lord of hosts." (Mai.

3:11-12.)

Promised blessings

There are many ways in which
the Lord can bless us beyond the riches

of the world. There is the great boon of

health. The Lord has promised that he
will rebuke the devourer for our sakes.

Malachi speaks of the fruits of our

ground. May not that rebuke of the

devourer apply to various of our per-

sonal efforts and concerns?

There is the great blessing of

wisdom, of knowledge, even hidden
treasures of knowledge. We are prom-
ised that ours shall be a delightsome

land if we will walk in obedience to

this law. I can interpret the word land

as people, that those who walk in

obedience shall be a delightsome

people. What a marvelous condition to

be a delightsome people whom others

would describe as blessed!
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We hear some these days who say

that because of economic pressures

they cannot afford to pay their tithing.

I recall an experience I had as a stake

president some years ago. A man
whom I knew came to get his temple

recommend signed. I questioned him
in the usual way and asked, among
other things, whether he was paying an
honest tithing. He candidly replied that

he was not, that he could not afford to

because of his many debts. I felt im-
pressed to tell him that he would not

pay his debts until he paid his tithing.

He went along for a year or two in

his normal way, and then made a

decision. He talked about it some time

later and he said; "What you told me
has proved to be true. I felt I could not

pay my tithing because of my debts. I

discovered that no matter how hard I

tried, somehow I could not manage to

reduce my debt. Finally my wife and I

sat down together and talked about it

and concluded we would try the prom-
ise of the Lord. We have done so. And
somehow in a way we can't quite

understand, the Lord has blessed us.

We have not missed that which we
have given to him, and for the first

time in many years we are reducing

our debt. We have come to the wisdom
of budgeting our expenditures and of
determining where our funds have
been going. Because we now have a

higher objective, we are able to curtail

some of our appetites and desires. And
above all of this, we feel we can now
go to the house of the Lord with clear

consciences as those deserving of this

wonderful blessing.

"

Live honestly with the Lord

With all my heart, my brethren, I

plead with the Latter-day Saints to live

honestly with the Lord in the payment
of tithes and offerings. I plead with

you young men who are with us

tonight to establish this habit while

you are still young and to resolve to

continue with it all the days of your

lives. I plead with you who are Church

officers to plead with the people for

their benefit and blessing to increase

their faithfulness in the payment of

tithes and offerings.

There has been laid upon the

Church a tremendous responsibility.

Tithing is the source of income for the

Church to carry forward its mandated
activities. The need is always greater

than the availability. God help us to be

faithful in observing this great prin-

ciple which comes from him with his

marvelous promise.

Calling stake presidents

While we are speaking of finan-

cial matters, I wish to touch on another
thing. In the last little while I have
received two letters, the import of
which was to complain that eligibility

to serve in responsible office in the

Church is equated with financial suc-

cess, that in order for one to qualify to

serve as a bishop or stake president it

is necessary to demonstrate a capacity

to gather and husband wealth, and that

men of modest means and humble
vocations never seem to qualify.

If that is the perception, I am
sorry, because it is a false perception.

Out of the experience of nearly a

quarter of a century in organizing and
reorganizing scores of stakes, I can say

that the financial worth of a man was
the least of all considerations in select-

ing a stake president. One of the most
loved and able presidents I know, in

whose humble home I have stayed, is a

carpenter by trade who earns his living

with his tools. He presided over a

stake in which lived many men of

affluence who looked to him with love

and respect as their leader.

Within the past month I have
been with another stake president who
is a carpenter who earns his living with

his hands. He too is deeply loved and
respected as the spiritual leader of his

people.

The stake president of course

must be the spiritual anchor. He also

must be able to manage the complex
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affairs of the stake, and therefore he

must have administrative ability or at

least the capacity to learn. On occa-

sion, he stands as a judge of the people

and must be a man of wisdom and
discernment. But wealth and financial

success are not criteria for Church
service. I think I speak for all of my
brethren when I say that in selecting a

man to preside over a stake of Zion

there is much of prayer with much of

seeking the will of the Lord, and only

when that will is recognized is action

taken.

It is with us as it was with Samuel
when he was sent to find a successor to

Saul. When the first of Jesse's sons

passed by, a fine-looking man, Samuel
was favorably impressed.

"But the Lord said unto Samuel,

Look not on his countenance, or on the

height of his stature [or I might add

parenthetically, on his financial state-

ment]; because I have refused him: for

the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for

man looketh on the outward appear-

ance, but the Lord looketh on the

heart." (1 Sam. 16:7.)

Nominating bishops

I am confident that it is so, like-

wise, with stake presidents in nomi-

nating men to serve as bishops, and

with others in the selection of various

Church officers. If a chosen individual

happens to be a man of substance

honestly gained, so be it. He may then

have more time and more resources to

give to the work, and the work may be

blessed by his superior management
skills. But this will not be the reason

for his selection. Personal worthiness

is the key to fitness for office in the

kingdom of God.

"We believe that a man must be

called of God, by prophecy, and by the

laying on of hands by those who are in

authority, to preach the Gospel and

administer in the ordinances thereof.

(AofF 1:5.)

It must always be so in this, the

work of the Lord.

Influence of good reading

Now may I mention another mat-

ter. The older I grow, the more thank-

ful I feel to my parents in providing for

us, in the home in which we were
reared, good things to read. We had a

library in that home with more than a

thousand volumes. In those days, of

course, we had no television, and

radio was not even available during

most of those earlier years. I do not

wish to convey the idea that as chil-

dren we read extensively in our

father's books. But they provided an

environment. We saw our father and

mother read, and they read to us. It did

something of an indefinable nature. It

gave us a familiarity with good books.

We felt at home and at ease with them.

They were not strangers to us. They
were as friends, willing to give to us if

we were willing to make a little effort.

In addition to such books we had

the Church magazines. Our parents

read them and read to us from them.

We likewise had the Deseret

News in our home. This was long

before publication of the Church
News. We read the newspaper and felt

a certain kinship with it.

As I look back upon my high

school and university days, I am
amazed that we had so little exposure

to what we call today pornography and

obscenity. Perhaps ours was a shel-

tered society, but it was a wonderful

environment in which to grow.

Unfortunately, we live now in a

sex-saturated society. Pornography
comes at us from all sides: in the

theater, in books and magazines, in

newspaper advertising, in television in

its various forms, and in some in-

stances from radio.

There is no way to blank it out

entirely. But we can do something to

offset its corrosive influence. We can

expose our children to good reading.

Let them grow with good books and
good Church magazines around them.
Have handy the weekly Church News,
which will bring to them the feeling

that they belong to a great, viable,
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vital organization that moves across

the world, affecting the lives of men
and women for good in many lands

.

Years ago I read that Emerson
was once asked which one of all the

books he had read had most affected

his life. His response was that he could

no more remember the books he had
read than he could remember the meals

he had eaten, but they had made him.

All of us are the products of the

elements to which we are exposed. We
can give direction to those elements

and thereby improve the result. I pray

that we shall make an effort to improve
the environment in which we and our

children live.

Prepare for missionary service

Now, I'd like to say in conclusion

a few words to the young men who are

here. I do not know how many of you
heard Elder LeGrand Richards speak

this afternoon. President Lee once re-

ferred to Elder Richards as the mar-
velous work and a wonder. He is now
past ninety-six years of age. His feet

are giving him some trouble, but there

is nothing wrong with his head. With-

out notes or manuscripts of any kind,

he stood before us. He quoted scrip-

ture. He recounted experiences. He
made us laugh as he talked of his

missionary days. He made us pray that

each of us might become more pow-
erful in our advocacy of the word of

the Lord.

Yesterday we announced a reduc-

tion in the term of missionary service

for young men from twenty-four

months to eighteen months. That

means that all young men who go out

now will have a twenty-five percent

discount in the time they give to the

work. And it means that the Lord's

work will have to bear the cost of that

discount. There are only two ways that

it can be made up. First, if each

missionary will go out better prepared

to be effective in his work—much
more effective. And secondly, that

more of you young men go on

missions.

As I listened to Elder Richards

this afternoon, I said to myself, "His
tremendous enthusiasm, his powerful
knowledge of the scripture, his capaci-

ty to reason with great persuasion are

the sweet fruits of his missionary

Hfe." I want to say to you young boys
and young men, prepare for that ser-

vice. Save money for that purpose.

Save it in a secure way so that it will

be available when you need it.

Study a foreign language if you
have opportunity to do so. You may
never be called to a land where that

language is spoken, but the study will

have given you a better understanding

of your own tongue or of another

tongue you may be asked to acquire.

TaJce advantage of every opportu-

nity to enlarge your understanding of
the gospel. Make the effort to partici-

pate in seminary and institute

programs.

The Lord's work needs the very

best you are capable of providing.

Now is the time to prepare for that

service. Keep yourselves clean as

those worthy to represent the Lord
before the world. That means no alco-

hol, no tobacco, no drugs, no immora-
lity or anything approaching that.

God bless you, my brethren of the

priesthood, with faith and testimony

and a love for him and his great and
sacred work. You know it is true, and I

know it is true, and together we so

testify in the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Hinckley

It will now be our pleasure to

listen to President Marion G. Romney,
Second Counselor in the First Presi-

dency, who will be our concluding

speaker.

Before President Romney speaks,

we note that the nationwide CBS
Radio Tabernacle Choir broadcast will

be from 9:30 to 10:00 o'clock Sunday
morning. Those desiring to attend

must be in their seats before 9:15 A.M.

As you leave this priesthood


