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Second Day

That history is being made every day,

some way, in Korea, in the

Philippines, in the Andes, and in every

stake.

Prepare to abide the day of

his coining

The vision of the New Jerusalem

has moved generations of mankind. It

has moved our people. We look to the

day when "Christ will reign personal-

ly upon the earth." (AofF 1:10.) But,

as the prophet Malachi asked, "Who
may abide the day of his coming? and
who shall stand when he appeareth?"

(Mai. 3:2.) Let us prepare to abide the

day of his coming by building Zion in

our hearts, in our families, as we make
pages for the future history of the

Church. President Kimball has told us

repeatedly to beautify our lives, our

homes. He has challenged us to render

more Christlike service.

I testify that the gospel of Jesus

Christ as restored through the Prophet

Joseph Smith is the power of God unto

salvation, that he is our Savior and
Redeemer, that God the Father lives,

and that President Spencer W. Kimball

is the Lord's living prophet today. If

we respond to his prophetic leadership

as the Hole-in-the-Rock pioneers did

to the call of President Taylor, we will

help prepare the time when Christ shall

reign "King of Kings, and Lord of

Lords." (Rev. 19:16.)

We must prepare now to "abide

the day of his coming." The future

history of the Church can then be

marked by successful passage through

times of trial and adversity. That we
may each do our part, loving the Lord
and our fellowmen in doing so, is my
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Hinckley

Elder G. Homer Durham, a mem-
ber of the Presidency of the First

Quorum of the Seventy and the Church
historian who, if I remember correctly,

was bom in Parowan, has just ad-

dressed us.

The Choir and congregation will

now join in singing "We Thank Thee,

O God, for a Prophet." After the

singing, Elder F. Enzio Busche, a

member of the First Quorum of the

Seventy, will speak to us.

The Choir and congregation sang

"We Thank Thee, O God, for a

Prophet."

President Hinckley

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder F. Enzio Busche, a mem-
ber of the First Quorum of the Sev-

enty, who will be followed by Elder

William Grant Bangerter.

Elder F. Enzio Busche

There has never been a time in the

entire history of mankind when mar-

riage and the institution of the family

have been so endangered as in this

generation. Nearly all the circum-

stances that have made family life in

the past the most natural way for

people to live together have changed

—

and it has all happened in the brief

span of the last seventy years.

Family setting changed

Just a little over a generation ago,

members of the average family had to
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work a long day to provide a humble
living, and the dark evenings found

them huddled around a fire, enjoying

one another's company in singing and

sharing personal experiences. This

was the natural way for education and
entertainment and was nearly the per-

fect environment for a harmonious
family life.

Today influences from literally

unlimited sources through the media of

radio, television, and print, together

with numerous inventions of modem
civilization, have drastically changed
the historical cultural setting of the

family. In this time of special

challenge for marriage and the family,

the Lord has restored, through his

prophets in these latter days, the eter-

nal dimension of that sacred covenant

between husband and wife and has

charged us with a new awareness of

the real purpose of the family.

The integrity of this covenant

became the center of revealed gospel

truths in these latter days, well

summarized by the late prophet David
O. McKay, who said, "No other suc-

cess can compensate for failure in the

home." (In Conference Report, Apr.

1964, p. 5.) It is obvious that in

marriage today we cannot rely merely

on patterns of the past without

developing, perfecting, and putting

into action that power that the Lord has

given us as the greatest command-
ment—the commandment to love one
another.

Christ's love versus world's love

Still, after nearly two thousand

years, the people of the world are

refusing to accept the words of the

Savior found in Matthew, chapter 5:

"Ye have heard that it hath been

said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour,

and hate thine enemy.
"But I say unto you, Love your

enemies, bless them that curse you, do

good to them that hate you, and pray

for them which despitefully use you.

and persecute you." (Verses 43-44.)

This love that Christ is teaching
us is not the same as the world's love.

It does not mean just to love the one
who is nice, who behaves well and is

respected, powerful, and influential.

Our Heavenly Father, through his

prophets in these latter days, calls us to

develop the love of God as a power
from above that cannot be threatened

through outward circumstances. This

love of God, according to the prophet

Nephi of the Book of Mormon, has to

be achieved and is "the most desirable

above all things." (1 Ne. 1 1:22.)

However, as King Benjamin, an-

other great Book of Mormon leader,

teaches us, this love of God will not be
in us as long as we remain in our
natural state. "The natural man is an

enemy to God," he explains. (Mosiah
3:19.) We have to overcome this natu-

ral man—this "enemy to God"—our
natural self. According to King Ben-
jamin, we have to learn to listen to the

enticings of the Holy Spirit and liter-

ally make a covenant with God, ac-

cepting the atonement of the Savior,

and becoming as a child—submissive,

meek, humble, patient, full of love,

and willing to submit to all things,

even as a child submits to his father.

(See Mosiah 3:19.)

Unconditional love

What a powerful message, and
what a challenging responsibility! We
have to learn to commit ourselves

every day anew, to have our lives

centered around this—the key com-
mandment from God to his children.

Moroni, another Book of
Mormon prophet, tells us how we can
achieve this love:

"But charity is the pure love of
Christ, and it endureth forever; and
whoso is found possessed of it at the

last day, it shall be well with him.

"Wherefore, my beloved breth-

ren, pray unto the Father with all the

energy of heart, that ye may be filled
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with this love, which he hath bestowed
upon all who are true followers of his

Son, Jesus Christ; that ye may become
the sons of God." (Moro. 7:47-48.)

Our Heavenly Father wants us to

fill ourselves with this love—this love

which is without condition. Filled with

this love, we are prepared to receive

the admonition to take upon ourselves

the cross of our daily lives and in

humility learn to follow in his foot-

steps, according to the Savior's words
found in Matthew, chapter 10:

"And he that taketh not his cross,

and followeth after me, is not worthy
of me.

"He that findeth his life shall lose

it: and he that loseth his life for my
sake shall find it." (Verses 38-39.)

A marriage that is built on this

foundation of unconditional love in the

covenant and oath of the eternal di-

n^ension does not know the two self-

centered individuals living together as

we often observe in today's society. In

the marriage that is built on the comer-
stone of unconditional love, which is

the love of God, the idea of divorce is

unthinkable, and even short separa-

tions bring unquenchable pain. Sepa-

rations and divorces are a sign of

weakness and sometimes wickedness.

The Lord has given a clear teach-

ing in behalf of the sacredness of the

marriage covenant. We read in

Matthew, chapter 19, the words of the

Savior to the Pharisees:

"Is it lawful for a man to put

away his wife for every cause?

"And he answered and said unto

them. Have ye not read, that he which
made them at the beginning made
them male and female,

"And said, For this cause shall a

man leave father and mother, and shall

cleave to his wife: and they twain shall

be one flesh?

"Wherefore they are no more
twain, but one flesh. What therefore

God hath joined together, let not man
put asunder.

"They say unto him, Why did

Moses then command to give a writing

of divorcement, and to put her away?
"He saith unto them, Moses

because of the hardness ofyour hearts

suffered you to put away your wives:

but from the beginning it was not so.

"

(Verses 3-8; italics added.)

Love as a power

The only way that we will not be

suffering from the hardness of our

hearts, as Christ explains, is to build

within ourselves that power of love,

literally asking our Heavenly Father

for this gift of love—and becoming a

Saint through the atonement of Christ

the Lord and becoming as a child in

humility, that we can be filled with

this unconditional love, and in this

love, being in the Spirit and with this

Spirit, being directed in all the

challenges of our lives.

We know that we, in our

imperfect bodies and in our strivings

for perfection, are confronted with sit-

uations where members of our own
families, or even a spouse, can behave
like an enemy. Then the time comes
when love as a power is needed and
tested, for the person who has earned

love the least needs it the most.

In closing I want to share with

you a personal experience. One day
when circumstances made it necessary

for me to be at home at an unusual

time, I witnessed from another room
how our eleven-year-old son, just

returning from school, was directing

ugly words towards his younger sister.

They were words that offended me

—

words that I had never thought our son
would use. My first natural reaction in

my anger was to get up and go after

him. Fortunately, I had to walk across

the room and open a door before I

could reach him, and I remember in

those few seconds I ferventiy prayed to

my Heavenly Father to help me to

handle the situation. Peace came over

me. I was no longer angry.

Our son, being shocked to see me
home, was filled with fear when I
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approached him. To my surprise I

heard myself saying, "Welcome
home, son!" and I extended my hand
as a greeting. And then in a formal

style I invited him to sit close to me in

the living room for a personal talk. I

heard myself expressing my love for

him. I talked with him about the battle

that every one of us has to fight each

day within ourselves.

As I expressed my confidence

in him, he broke into tears,

confessing his unworthiness and con-

demning himself beyond measure.

Now it was my role to put his trans-

gression in the proper perspective and
to comfort him. A wonderful spirit

came over us, and we ended up crying

together, hugging each other in love

and finally in joy. What could have

been a disastrous confrontation be-

tween father and son became, through

the help from the powers above, one of

the most beautiful experiences of our

relationship that we both have never

forgotten.

Brothers and sisters, I know that

God lives, that this is his church, that

these are the days of preparation and
warning; and I testify that when we are

not fully exercising the love of God as

a power as he has commanded us to

do, our marriages will not be strong,

our families will be weak, and our own
salvation will be in jeopardy. I bear

you this testimony in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Elder F. Enzio Busche has just

spoken to us.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder William Grant Bangerter of

the First Quorum of the Seventy, who
will be followed by Elder David B.

Haight of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles.

Elder W. Grant Bangerter

Others today here have spoken
about the temple, but last November,
at the dedication of the Jordan River

Temple, we held three services a day
for five days, and we didn't say it all.

This is a good time to talk about

temples, and I would like to explain

what temples are for. As a people, the

Latter-day Saints have accomplished a

magnificent work in the temples. They
serve with commendable devotion to

find the names of deceased relatives,

to work in extracting names from the

records, and then to perform the ordi-

nances for the redemption of the dead

as well as for themselves. Over sixteen

thousand temple workers give volun-

tary service in the temples, thus

approaching in numbers the force of

full-time missionaries who are pro-

claiming the gospel.

Serve in house of the Lord

This is a day of prophetic

fulfillment. As Isaiah said twenty-sev-

en hundred years ago:

"It shall come to pass in the last

days, that the mountain of the Lord's

house shall be established in the top of

the mountains, and shall be exalted

above the hills; and all nations shall

flow unto it.

"And many people shall go and

say. Come ye, and let us go up to the

mountain of the Lord, to the house of

the God of Jacob; and he will teach us

of his ways, and we will walk in his

paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the

law, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem." (Isa. 2:2-3.)

The meaning, depth, and power
of that expression can only be per-


