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As we use all the resources

available to us to vitalize the Aaronic

Priesthood quorums, we will be suc-

cessful in reaching our young men.
Further, we will be awakening the

Melchizedek Priesthood quorums as

these stalwart young men come of

age, taking the oath and covenant of

the Melchizedek Priesthood and

transferring their faith, devotion, and

loyalty to their elders quorums. And
all the programs of the Church will

be affirmatively affected.

Challenge: reactivate three quorum
members

As the Presidency of the Young
Men of the Church, we challenge

you stake presidents, bishops, ad-

visers and adult leaders, and quorum
presidencies and quorum members:
select three quorum members who
are presently inactive. If the quorum
is small, select three nonmembers on
whom you will focus your efforts.

Use every resource available to

activate, convert, and involve these

three young men in the next year

—

that's only one every four months.

Three young men per quorum in the

next year? That's not much from
where you sit, but Churchwide we
would have close to 100,000 young
men active and participating in the

quorums who are now fumbling in

darkness without the quorum.
As I was called to be the Presi-

dent of the Young Men of the

Church, I was given the "challenge

to provide a program which will pre-

pare this generation of youth to meet
the Savior when He comes. " I pass

that challenge on to all of you, adult

leaders and young men, bearing my
witness that this generation of youth

is a royal generation with very spe-

cial things to do. May God help all

of us to give the time, attention, and
tender, loving care we need to give,

to prepare these noble young men for

the rich adventures and the singular

missions that lie ahead of them, I

pray in the sacred name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

We have heard from Elder

Robert L. Backman, a member of the

First Quorum of the Seventy and
President of the Young Men's orga-

nization of the Church.
Bishop H. Burke Peterson, First

Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric,

will now speak to the subject of how
a father's example of activity or in-

activity is reflected in the lives of his

sons.

Bishop H. Burke Peterson

Unforgettable lesson from taxi

driver

My brethren of the priesthood,

as an introduction to my thoughts

tonight, I would like to tell of a great

learning experience I had a few years

ago while in a taxi going from down-
town Washington, D.C., to the

Dulles Airport. As you may know, it

is not a short ride, so I engaged in a

rather lengthy conversation with the

driver.

I learned an unforgettable lesson

from this black man. He was a big

fellow. He weighed at least 250
pounds. He said he was the father of

three sons, that his oldest was
fourteen. The father was a regular

employee of the U.S. Postal Service,

and to augment his income, he drove

a taxi in the afternoon when he fin-

ished his postal shift. "But," said

he, "I'm always home every evening

for dinner."

I said, "Your wife must be an
excellent cook."

"She is," he said. But that
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wasn't the main reason he came
home at that hour. He could have
eaten later. "The reason I come
home early is to be with my boys,"
he said. "My fourteen-year-old is

almost as tall as I am. In a few years

I'll no longer be able to handle him
physically. When that time comes, I

know he will only be obedient if he

knows of my love and respect for

him and also feels love and respect

for me. So every evening we play

ball or do homework together, or I

just listen to him tell of his day.

There are times," said he, "when
time with a boy is more important

than money, or the things money can

buy."

Dad's example—for good or ill

Recently, I've been thinking

how the example we set will be re-

flected in the conduct and lives of

our children—for good or ill. For in-

stance, I've been concerned about

what goes through a boy's mind
when he hears his dad quarrel with

or speak unkindly to his mother, or

abuse her in any way. I've wondered
where he puts his values when dad
goes hunting on Sunday, or works in

the yard, or goes shopping on the

Sabbath. Is there a lasting impression

in a boy's heart when he hears dad
criticize the bishop, the home
teacher, or the Sunday School
teacher—or maybe even the prophet?

Though it may be ever so slight,

does it have an effect?

I've been thinking: what respect

will a fourteen-year-old Aaronic
Priesthood holder develop for the law
when his dad drives forty-five miles

an hour in a twenty-five-mile zone,

or seventy when it should be fifty-

five? Are there acts of dishonesty

that are so small they can escape the

gaze of a boy? Is it possible that if a

boy hears his father swear or curse

he will grow up to think that that is

the mark of true manhood, or of a

Melchizedek Priesthood holder?

I believe that through all these

acts of inconsistency in living priest-

hood standards, generally speaking, a

son will still love his dad and think

he is the greatest; and because of

these feelings, he may well want to

be just like him. With those

thoughts, I've then wondered: what
respect will the boy have for the

priesthood, and for authority, and for

obedience? What are his chances to

develop faith, and testimony, and
devotion, and an unwavering belief

in his priesthood leaders and what
they represent, if his father sends up
the wrong kind of signals?

Sons: blessings from heaven and
divine responsibilities

There is a time in almost every

boy's life when dad can do no
wrong, when he wants to be just like

him. Therein lies the tragedy. Even
when dad does set a poor example,
even when he is wrong—to a son he

is still great, "because he's dad."
Would it surprise you to know

that in most cases faithful sons come
from faithful fathers, and wavering
and faithless sons come from waver-
ing and faithless fathers? We are

grateful that from among the army of

faithful converts there are exceptions

to the general rule, but the odds are

overwhelmingly in favor of the son

following his father's example.
Recognizing that it is sometimes

hard to imagine that the six-year-old

who dumped your favorite aftershave

in his dog's bath water; or the

twelve-year-old who used your three

new ties as a rope to practice tying

his Boy Scout knots; or the sixteen-

year-old who came home from his

first date with a newly dented fender

and said simply, "Dad, I just don't

know what happened"—recognizing

that it is sometimes hard to believe

that sons really are blessings from
heaven—I shall attempt to help you
understand that they truly are

blessings and that you do have a
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divine responsibility for them. I hope
I can give some suggestions to help

you handle it.

Prepare the heart of your son

Because faith and testimony and
obedience are as important as the

prophets say they are, maybe we
ought to rethink the pattern we're
following as we help our sons come
to this conviction we so earnestly

desire for them. In that regard, it

would be well for us to be reminded
that because free agency is so basic a

gospel principle, we need to under-

stand that we cannot force the heart

of another to believe. We cannot
force faith and testimony and obedi-

ence. We can lead another to be-

lieve, but we cannot push another to

believe.

One of my heroes, and a great

Book of Mormon missionary, under-

stood and practiced this eternal

principle. Ammon was tremendously
successful. Among many others, the

two thousand sons of Helaman were
products of his efforts. He taught that

before conversion comes—before one
will believe words of truth—his heart

must be prepared to receive the

message. Thus, to encourage the

conversion process of a son, there

are many things a father can do.

Attitudes are changed and father-son

barriers are removed by dads who
will keep in mind and practice some
important principles of conduct. Let's

consider some ways that we, as

fathers, might prepare the hearts of

our children to believe in our words.

Renew the purification process

First, remember the impact of

your example, brethren. As we think

of those who are watching us, let us

remember that power in the priest-

hood, the power to bless and guide
and teach, the power to forgive and
forget, the power to give positive di-

rection to a family—to a son—comes
through righteousness. The laying on

of hands we all received is not

enough. Priesthood power comes to

those prepared to receive it as a

result of the righteous pattern of their

lives.

Let's begin tonight to weed out

the little inconsistencies that we all

have in the way we live. Let's renew
the purification process—whatever
that may mean—in each of our lives.

If our words are not consistent with

our actions, they will never be heard

above the thunder of our deeds.

Give more ear and less lip

Secondly, a boy's heart is better

prepared to believe if he has a listen-

ing father. If I were a boy, what
would I want my dad to be like? I

would probably wish he didn't

preach to me so much, but rather,

would listen to me more. Many dads

spend too much time preaching and
not enough time teaching. Sometimes
great things happen inside a boy
when he's listened to by his dad. He
begins to think he is special—that he

is not just another twelve-year-old or

sixteen-year-old. His self-image im-

proves. One of our crying needs is to

have young men who have a worthy
self-image. These are the effective

builders of the kingdom. In a father-

son visit, who talks most? One suc-

cessful father said, "Dads need to

give more ear and less lip to their

sons."

Priority of importance

Next, a boy's heart is prepared

to hear when a father gives his son

time alone. I've already told you
about the Washington, D.C., cab

driver. Elder Richard L. Evans had a

meaningful thought. Said he:

"In all things there is a priority

of importance. . . . And one of our

urgent opportunities is to respond to

a child when he earnestly asks

—

remembering that they don't always
ask, that they aren't always teach-

able, that they won't always listen.
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And often we have to take them on
their terms, at their times, and not

always on our terms, and at our
times. But if we respond to them
with sincere attention and sincere

concern, they will likely continue to

come to us and ask. And if they find

they can trust us with their trivial

questions, they may later trust us

with the more weighty ones."

(Thoughts for One Hundred Days, 5

vols., Salt Lake City: Publishers

Press, 1972, 5:114-15.)

Be patient

Another way to prepare the

heart of a boy: let him find in his

father one who does not criticize

—

whether it be the boy himself, or

Church leaders, or teachers, or

neighbors, or even his own wife.

Yes, especially the boy's mother.

There are few things a father can

give his son that are worth quite as

much as knowing he is in love with

his mother. It doesn't take much of a

man to criticize another. Faultfinding

is easy. It takes a true disciple of the

Master to look beyond the weak-
nesses we all have and find the

threads of gold that are always there.

A boy needs a patient father

—

one who is slow to anger; one who is

quick to forgive; one who can
remember that he, too, was once a

boy and does not expect his son to

behave like a small-sized adult.

Recently, on a Saturday eve-

ning, a young family of four were
eating at a restaurant. There were a

father, mother, and two boys, ages

about six and ten. The six-year-old

made a mistake; the father was harsh

with him and jerked him about as he

reprimanded him. For the rest of the

meal, though there was a holiday at-

mosphere at most of the tables, there

was little conversation at theirs. As
the young boy would take each bite,

he glanced at his father to see if he

had displeased him. On the boy's

face there was a look of worry and

fear, and a soberness unnatural to a

child.

The measure of a man

A boy needs a father who will

correct him when necessary, but

beyond that, one who will love him,

and like him, and accept him
regardless of his performance: a

father who may treat a teenager like

an adult, but not expect him to act

like one. It takes quite a dad to look

beyond the actions of boyhood and

see the potential of manhood—and

even more important, for him to get

a glimpse of eternity.

From Elbert Hubbard'

s

Scrapbook we have a classic:

"The place to take the true mea-
sure of a man is not in the darkest

place or in the amen corner, nor the

cornfield, but by his own fireside.

There he lays aside his mask and you
may learn whether he is an imp or an

angel, cur or king, hero or humbug.
I care not what the world says of

him: whether it crowns him boss or

pelts him with bad eggs. I care not a

copper what his reputation or religion

may be: if his babies dread his home-
coming and his better half swallows

her heart every time she has to ask

him for a five-dollar bill, he is a

fraud of the first water, even though

he prays night and morning until he

is black in the face. . . . But if his

children rush to the front door to

meet him and love's sunshine
illuminates the face of his wife every

time she hears his footfall, you can

take it for granted that he is pure, for

his home is a heaven. ... I can for-

give much in that fellow mortal who
would rather make men swear than

women weep; who would rather have

the hate of the whole world than the

contempt of his wife; who would
rather call anger to the eyes of a king

than fear to the face of a child." (W.
C. Brann, "A Man's Real Mea-
sure," in Elbert Hubbard'

s

Scrapbook, New York: Wm. H.

Wise and Co., 1923, p. 16.)
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Brethren, I testify to you that

the priesthood is divine. We have
been given it to bless the lives of

others, as well as our own. May we
remember the importance of pre-

paring hearts as we teach sacred

truths. May we renew the

purification process in each of us so

that we might be a strength and not a

hindrance to those we love most, in

the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Hinckley

Bishop H. Burke Peterson, First

Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric

and First Counselor in the Presidency

of the Aaronic Priesthood of the

Church, has just spoken to us.

The choir and congregation will

now join in singing "Come, Come,
Ye Saints," following which I have

been asked to speak to you.

The choir and congregation sang

"Come, Come, Ye Saints."

President Hinckley

President Romney was to have

spoken when I concluded, and he has

asked that he be excused from doing

so and that I take all the time. They
really are turning it over to the kids!

President Gordon B. Hinckley

Priesthood of Aaron

"Upon you my fellow servants,

in the name of Messiah I confer the

Priesthood of Aaron, which holds the

keys of the ministering of angels,

and of the gospel of repentance, and
of baptism by immersion for the

remission of sins; and this shall never

be taken again from the earth, until

the sons of Levi do offer again an

offering unto the Lord in righteous-

ness" (D&C 13).

All of you recognize these

words as section 13 of the Doctrine

and Covenants. They are the words
of John the Baptist to Joseph Smith
and Oliver Cowdery as he laid his

hands upon their heads and conferred

upon them the Aaronic Priesthood on
15 May 1829.

When I was a little boy, twelve

years of age, and was about to be

ordained a deacon, my father

challenged me to memorize those

words. I did so, and they have
remained with me throughout my
life.

We have many boys with us

tonight, and I should like all of the

boys who hold the Aaronic Priest-

hood who are in the Tabernacle, and
in every other hall where this meet-

ing is heard, to stand and repeat with

me these words.
"Upon you my fellow servants,

in the name of Messiah I confer the

Priesthood of Aaron, which holds the

keys of the ministering of angels,

and of the gospel of repentance, and
of baptism by immersion for the

remission of sins; and this shall never

be taken again from the earth, until

the sons of Levi do offer again an

offering unto the Lord in

righteousness."

I want to commend those who
knew and repeated these words.

Some of you did not repeat them,

and I urge you to open the Doctrine

and Covenants when you go home
and to read these words and memo-
rize them. They are the charter of the

priesthood you hold. They are

evidence that this priesthood is valid

and genuine in every respect.

Powers in the priesthood

Now I would like to talk with

you about some of the particular


