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Sunday we receive the encouragement
and strength to keep the command-
ments of God, to live uprightly, virtu-

ously, and honestly. Did not Jesus

Himself sum them all up as follows:

"Love the Lord thy God with all thy

heart, and will all thy soul, and with all

thy strength, and with all thy mind; and

thy neighbour as thyself" (Luke

10:27).

This is what every person who
partakes of the sacrament is committed
to do. Living God's commandments
obligates a person to a life of

goodness—goodness to society and a

genuine helpfulness to humanity, and

excluding from one's life hatred, en-

mity, immorality, selfishness, drunk-

enness, jealousy, and dishonesty.

May we experience the joy of

regular attendance at sacrament meet-

ing and feel the blessings of eternal

progression in our personal lives

through wholehearted compliance, in

spirit and actions, with the sacred

words of the sacrament.

The Prophet Joseph Smith taught:

"Reading the experience of oth-

ers, .. . can never give us a compre-

hensive view of our condition and true

relation to God. Knowledge of these

things can only be obtained by experi-

ence through the ordinances of God set

forth for that purpose. Could you gaze
into heaven five minutes, you would
know more than you would by reading

all that ever was written on the sub-

ject' ' (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, comp. Joseph Fielding Smith
[Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret Book
Co.], 1938, p. 324).

Blessings of eternal progression

The sacrament is one ordinance

that allows us to experience a personal

relationship to God and enlarges our
knowledge and understanding of Him
and His Only Begotten Son.

Our personal reward for compli-

ance with the covenants and obliga-

tions in the ordinance of the sacrament

becomes the companionship of God's
Holy Spirit. This is the light that leads

to eternal life. The divine virtues asso-

ciated with the partaking of the Lord's

Supper are to keep His divine life ever

in mind; to love the Lord with all our
heart, might, mind, and strength; and
to labor to bring to pass His ultimate

purpose—the eternal life of man.
I bear you my humble testimony

and witness that this is true, in the

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder Howard W. Hunter

Message to every living person

The message I bring to this con-

ference today and to those listening to

these proceedings is important to every

living person. It is not a new message.

If you are a member of The Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints you
have heard it many times. If you are

not a member, you may have heard the

words before, but perhaps today, be-

cause of additional evidence, you may
be more impressed by its truthfulness

and more inclined to make it a motivat-

ing belief.

The message I speak of has been
part of all the addresses you have heard

previously today. It is simple and beau-

tiful and magnificent. I may not

present it in a perfect way, and there

may be many who will not completely

understand it. We may have difficulty

responding to it in an appropriate man-
ner, but the message itself has been
referred to as the greatest, the most
exciting, the most significant and im-
portant that we will ever hear. It has to

do with the "good news"—the gospel

of Jesus Christ.

Specifically, it is that Jesus of

Nazareth, the same who was born of
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Mary in Bethlehem some two thousand
years ago, is the Savior of all mankind.
We know, and testify to the world, that

he lived a truly perfect and exemplary
life, that he suffered for our sins in the

Garden of Gethsemane, that he gave

his life for us by being crucified on a

cross, and that he was resurrected after

three days—as he said he would be.

The final part of this good news is that

he will return at some future time to

gather in his own.
This is also the message of the

Apostle Paul, conveyed in his letter to

the Saints at Corinth, that Christ died

for our sins, was buried, and rose again

on the third day. These are the words
he wrote:

"Moreover, brethren, I declare

unto you the gospel which I preached

unto you, which also ye have received,

and wherein ye stand;

"By which also ye are saved, if

ye keep in memory what I preached

unto you, unless ye have believed in

vain.

"For I delivered unto you first of

all that which I also received, how that

Christ died for our sins according to the

scriptures;

"And that he was buried, and that

he rose again the third day according to

the scriptures" (1 Corinthians 15:1-4).

"He is risen"

At this Easter season our thoughts

turn to the events that comprise what is

perhaps the most exciting part of the

good news that we bear. I'm speaking

of those events which followed the cru-

cifixion of the Savior. The Gospel
writers described the hurried burial of

the Lord because of the onset of the

Sabbath day; the early-morning dis-

covery of the empty tomb by Mary and
other faithful women; the announce-

ment of the angel, "He is not here: for

he is risen, as he said" (Matthew
28:6); the message, delivered by Mary
to Peter and John, that the body had
been removed from the sepulcher; the

realization on the part of Peter and
John that the tomb truly was empty;

and finally, the two brief conversations

Mary had—first, with the two person-

ages in white in the sepulcher, and sec-

ond, with the one whom she thought

was the caretaker of the garden, but

soon realized when he spoke to her that

he was in fact the Master himself.

"Other sheep I have"

These are events that confirm the

messiahship of Jesus. It is to these

events that Christians look for support

of the hope that there is life after death.

In our modern world, where life is so

different and so far removed from the

events of that first Easter morning,

many have a difficult time believing

and identifying with these things. For

those who are struggling, we have ad-

ditional good news. There is a way to

know of a surety, and there are many
evidences that can help those seeking

truth to know and understand. May I

briefly share with you, first, some of

the evidences, and then, second, a

course of action that, if followed, can

bring about a knowledge of the truth-

fulness of these things.

While in Jerusalem, Jesus gave

one of his most impressive discourses

when he spoke about shepherds and

sheep and referred to himself as the

Good Shepherd who knows his sheep

and is known by those of his fold. He
said:

"I am the good shepherd, and
know my sheep, and am known of

mine.

"As the Father knoweth me, even

so know I the Father; and I lay down
my life for the sheep.

"And other sheep I have, which
are not of this fold: them also I must
bring, and they shall hear my voice;

and there shall be one fold, and one
shepherd" (John 10:14-16).

Who were these "other sheep"
which were not of the Jewish fold in

Palestine, who would hear the voice of

the Lord and be brought into the light

of the gospel with the rest of his sheep?

This reference was to a remnant of the

house of Joseph who were living on the
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American continent, whose ancestors

had left the Jerusalem area some six

centuries prior to that time and traveled

to the New World.

After his crucifixion and subse-

quent resurrection, the Lord did visit

them, as he had said he would; and to

those other sheep here in the Americas

the resurrected Christ said:

"Ye are they of whom I said:

Other sheep I have which are not of

this fold; them also I must bring, and
they shall hear my voice; and there

shall be one fold, and one shepherd.
' 'And they understood me not, for

they supposed it had been the Gen-
tiles" (3 Nephi 15:21-22).

Another witness for Christ

Those who are familiar with the

life and teachings of the Master from
their knowledge of the books of the

Bible will be interested to know there

is also a record of his appearance to the

people of the Western Hemisphere

—

the other sheep to whom he made refer-

ence. It is titled the Book of Mormon
after the prophet who compiled and

abridged the records of the peoples of

the American continents. The Book of

Mormon is another witness for Christ

and records his teachings to the other

flock in the New World. It is also a

record of the historical events covering

more than one thousand years of the

travels and struggles of these people

and the prophets who led and taught

them.

We are already aware of the

strength and the power of the many
testimonies of the prophets who have

lived in the world, as recorded in the

Bible. Our good news is that the words

of the prophets who lived in the New
World give us not only additional in-

sight regarding spiritual things, but

also a confirming testimony that sup-

ports and is in harmony with what we
already understand from our reading of

the Bible.

Moroni's counsel

To those who may not be familiar

with the Book of Mormon but are sin-

cerely seeking truth, reading it will

have a profound effect on your life. It

will expand your knowlege of the way
God deals with man and will give you
a greater desire to live in harmony with

his gospel teachings. It will also pro-

vide for you a powerful testimony of

Jesus.

In answer to the questions, "How
can I know of the truthfulness of these

things?" and "How can I know of a

surety that the Savior lives today?"
Moroni, one of the great prophets in

the Book of Mormon, has provided the

answer. He gives us guidance regard-

ing how one can determine the truthful-

ness of the Book of Mormon, and this

same procedure will lead us into all

truth and can surely assist one who de-

sires to know about the reality of the

resurrection of Jesus. He wrote this

statement:

"And when ye shall receive these

things, I would exhort you that ye

would ask God, the Eternal Father, in

the name of Christ, if these things are

not true; and if ye shall ask with a sin-

cere heart, with real intent, having

faith in Christ, he will manifest the

truth of it unto you , by the power of the

Holy Ghost.

"And by the power of the Holy
Ghost ye may know the truth of all

things" (Moroni 10:4-5).

If you have a sincere desire to

know, and if you are willing to live in

accordance with all of the command-
ments He has given, this counsel of

Moroni will result in a spiritual confir-

mation of gospel truths.

Soon the Savior will return

At this Easter season, I feel

strongly the importance of my com-
mission to testify of the reality of the

Savior's resurrection. My brothers and

sisters, there is a God in the heavens

who loves and cares about you and me.
We have a Father in Heaven, who sent
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his Firstborn of spirit children, his

Only Begotten in the flesh, to be an

earthly example for us, to take upon
himself the sins of the world, and sub-

sequently to be crucified for the sins of

the world and be resurrected. It was he

who said:

"For behold, I, God, have suf-

fered these things for all, that they

might not suffer if they would repent;

"But if they would not repent

they must suffer even as I;

' 'Which suffering caused myself,

even God, the greatest of all, to

tremble because of pain, and to bleed

at every pore, and to suffer both body
and spirit—and would that I might not

drink the bitter cup, and shrink

—

"Nevertheless, glory be to the Fa-

ther, and I partook and finished my
preparations unto the children of men'

'

(D&C 19:16-19).

And again he said: "I am the res-

urrection, and the life: he that believeth

in me, though he were dead, yet shall

he live:

"And whosoever liveth and be-

lieveth in me shall never die. Believest

thou this?" (John 11:25-26).

It is truly a beautiful message

—

there will be life after death; we can

return to live with our Father in Heaven
once again, because of the sacrifice the

Savior has made for us, and because of

our own repentance and obedience to

the commandments.

In the glorious dawn of Easter

morning, when the thoughts of the

Christian world are turned to the resur-

rection of Jesus for a few fleeting mo-
ments, let us express appreciation to

our Heavenly Father for the great plan

of salvation that has been provided for

us. We should turn toward unselfish-

ness and careful adherence to the prin-

ciples of righteousness. In doing so, let

us remember that the time of prepara-

tion is growing short, that soon the

Savior will return. As the Apostle Paul

has said: "For yet a little while, and

he that shall come will come"
(Hebrews 10:37).

That we may be found worthy at

his coming is my prayer in his name,
amen.

The Choir sang "All Glory, Laud
and Honor" without further announce-

ment.

President Benson

Elder Howard W. Hunter, a mem-
ber of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, has spoken to us, following

which the Tabernacle Choir sang "All

Glory, Laud and Honor."
President Marion G. Romney has

prepared a message to be delivered at

this time and has requested that it be

read by his son, Bishop George J.

Romney.

President Marion G. Romney
(Read by his son, George J. Romney)

Unity, oneness, equality

One of the central themes of the

gospel of Jesus Christ is unity. The
scriptures teach that equality and one-

ness should prevail among members of

the Church.

You will recall that on the night of

the Last Supper, as the Savior met with

his Apostles, he prayed that they might

be one with him, as he was one with

the Father. He prayed not for them
alone, "but for them also which
[should] believe on [him] through their

word;

"That they all may be one; as

thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee,

that they also may be one in us: that the


