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Tithing—a principle of exaltation

Tithing, then, is one of the

bedrock foundation principles of

exaltation. And, as it turns out, when a

man pays tithing, the Lord opens the

windows of heaven and rebukes the

devourer so that it doesn't cost him
anything, but really puts him far more
ahead than he ever could have been if

he had not paid it. It is a principle of

great promise and brings eternal joy

and happiness.

Who, then, can afford not to give

the Lord his tenth? Surely neither you
nor I; which witness I bear. For surely

the Lord God has spoken it. And in the

words of King Benjamin, "He never

doth vary from that which he hath

said" (Mosiah 2:22). In the name of

the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Elder Hartman Rector, Jr., a

member of the First Quorum of the

Seventy, has just spoken.

The choir and congregation will

now join in singing "Now Let Us
Rejoice." We shall all stand for this.

Then following the singing, Elder

James M. Paramore, a member of the

First Quorum of the Seventy, will

speak to us.

The choir and congregation sang

'Now Let Us Rejoice."

President Hinckley

When you see a group like this,

you never worry about the future of the

Church.

We shall now hear from Elder

James M. Paramore of the First

Quorum of the Seventy, who will be

followed by Elder Loren C. Dunn of

that same quorum.

Elder James M. Paramore

Signs and silent voices

My beloved and wonderful

brothers and sisters, I seek an interest

in your faith and prayers these few
minutes that I stand before you. A few
years ago, just before our departure for

a mission to Belgium, our family went
on a vacation. Upon arriving at a mo-
tel, our children were out of their

clothes and into swimming suits before

we could unload the car. As I passed

the swimming pool, the sign struck me
forcefully: "Do Not Leave Children

Unattended." Though I had read simi-

lar signs and ignored them many times

before, I felt compelled to stay and
watch my young children. (My wife

wasn't very happy; she was unloading

the car.) In minutes, one of my daugh-
ters was in deep water, and deep
trouble, and struggling for help. I dove

into the pool, clothes and all, and with

all the energy I had, I reached her just

in time. I recognized that frantic yet

unspoken call for help that day, and I

will never forget it.

There are basic needs of people

that are not always so obvious as this

experience; but they are there, and

their nearly inaudible voices are there

if we can and will hear—signs and si-

lent voices everywhere that say, "I feel

that there is something, somewhere,

that I need, that will give me peace,

that will comfort me and let me know
that my life has purpose and impor-

tance, that I belong."

Gospel, great influence

A few years ago a psychiatrist,

Dr. Henry Link, after going through
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years of study and thousands of cases,

found—though he had not been a

Christian—that the gospel of Jesus

Christ was the single greatest influence

to make people happier, healthier, and

more successful. So impressed was he

by what he learned that he became a

devout follower of Jesus Christ and

wrote a book entitled The Return to

Religion. As I have thought about this,

I think of the statement of the Savior:

"By every word which proceeded

forth out of the mouth of God, men
began to exercise faith in Christ; and

thus by faith, they did lay hold upon
every good thing" (Moroni 7:25).

Brothers and sisters, it is by this

knowledge from heaven contained in

the restored gospel of Jesus Christ and

our total, implicit faith and adherence

to it that we meet the basic needs of

people.

Everyone has need to belong

Everyone has a need to belong. A
new little puppy at our home barked

endlessly for the first week because it

missed its mother, and when any one

of us would pick it up, it felt secure and

wanted, that it belonged—and it

stopped barking.

As a fifth grader years ago, I felt

a desperate need to belong; and just

being on a baseball team with a uni-

form created that security, that belong-

ing, for me. The gospel of Jesus Christ

can answer this great need for every

man, woman, and child upon this

earth—for every family, every single

person. Everyone who joins His

church immediately belongs, no matter

who he is or where he is. There is a

brotherhood that goes beyond national

and linguistic borders, and it ties all

men together. The truths of the gospel,

the brotherhood and the sisterhood of

the gospel, and active participation in

it, satisfies these longings and can

overcome all barriers.

"No more strangers and
foreigners"

I remember a story recounted dur-

ing World War II, when a German
Latter-day Saint soldier was struck by
an American bullet and lay perilously

ill. He told his leader, "Please take a

white flag and go to the other side and

see if there is a Mormon elder who
could administer to me." What a bi-

zarre request in a war of two mortal

enemies. But seeing his condition, and

anxious to satisfy what appeared to be

a last request, the leader took the white

flag, went across the enemy line, and

asked for a Mormon elder. One was
found and he, with the German,
crossed the enemy line, laid his hands

upon that brother's head, and com-
manded in the name of the Lord that he

remain alive until help could be had.

There is a sense of belonging that is

fulfilled by the gospel of Jesus

Christ—first to our Father in Heaven;
then to our family, which can be an

eternal unit; and then to members
everywhere upon this earth.

A few years ago, a retired couple

(the Krugers) moved West to spend

their last years. They went by bus and
stopped in Provo, Utah, for a while.

They had no particular destination in

mind, and they took a cab and rode

around the Provo area. They liked what
they saw and felt, and the very next

day bought a home there. They came
from a large city in the Midwest and,

though they had lived in the same
home for forty-two years, they knew
nearly no one. When they moved into

our ward area, it wasn't hours until

food, help, and friendship were of-

fered. They could not believe what was
happening. They now belonged to

other warm, compassionate beings

—

beings who truly loved them and
brought security, warmth, and the true

love of Christ into their lives. They
were never the same again. They be-

longed to a larger family and were truly

happier than they had ever been in their

lives.
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The Apostle Paul, himself a con-

vert to Christ and His truths, personally

learned not only of the great eternal

truths which edified his whole being

and changed his life, but also that he

belonged to the body of Christ—the

people of the kingdom of God on earth

who loved and served each other with

an open heart and spirit because of the

love they felt. Listen to his words as

he described how it was: "Now there-

fore ye are no more strangers and for-

eigners, but fellowcitizens with the

saints, and of the household of God"
(Ephesians 2:19).

Members say they have never

been a stranger anywhere they have

gone—Italy, Oslo, Mexico City,

Portland—or Orem, Utah. They be-

longed the minute it was known they

were members of the church of Jesus

Christ. Everyone who lives upon this

earth needs this feeling of acceptance,

and the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ

and His church bring it about. Even
though a member lives alone, he is

never alone. He belongs; he contrib-

utes; he is never forgotten.

Recently, in Holland, the mission

president was stricken with a massive

heart attack and lay near death's door
for a while. Though he was an Ameri-
can foreigner, so to speak, he belonged
to the household of God, and literally

thousands of people in Holland and
other lands, and the Apostles of the

Lord, knelt and prayed for his life—if

it was the will of God that he should

live. Think of it—and it happens hun-

dreds of times every day upon this

earth. He belonged to the family of

God; he felt their fasting and prayers

and love. And what about his wife?

She belonged as she had never known
possible. I was there. I was a witness,

and there were so many calls from
those who belong to the household of

God that she actually became weary.

As the president improved and I

left, my heart was so full. Yes, for the

preservation of his life, but also for the

privilege of belonging to the church of

Jesus Christ, here upon the earth.

Be a light to others

In reality, in His church we are

always home—home in the things we
believe, the standards we hold dear,

the spirit we need, and the help, secur-

ity, and belonging that are there. As I

speak these words, I think of the elders

quorum in Geneva, Switzerland, that

has undertaken the project of moving
all ward members when they relocate

within the ward, without any cost.

(They can't even get away from us in a

move!) Latter-day Saints everywhere
open their hearts, their homes, their

purses, their lives, in service and love

to others. This is not done by con-

straint, but by the love and joy they

feel from God and for each other. In-

deed, this is the essence of the gospel

as the Savior lived and taught it. Re-

member his words: "Be one; and if ye

are not one ye are not mine" (D&C
38:27). "Inasmuch as ye have done it

unto one of the least of these my breth-

ren, ye have done it unto me"
(Matthew 25:40).

"The fruit of the Spirit is love,

joy, . . . [and] goodness" (Galatians

5:22). Everyone who belongs to His

church wants to reach out—not be-

cause he is directed in an institutional

or organizational way—to serve, love,

aid, succor, and care for others with

kindness and genuine concern. In

humble, selfless ways each of us can

be a light to others who may secretly or

silently be longing or even praying to

find that sense of belonging. My
brothers and sisters, this type of caring,

of nurturing, can never be accom-
plished by mandate or calendar, but

comes because one has within himself

that sense of belonging—feels its

power, joy, goodness, and becomes
concerned about all of God's children.

I remember a few years ago an

inactive member of the priesthood

who, in a moment of prayer, interview,

and invitation to serve, felt the love

and real concern of his leaders and

wept openly for the opportunity to

mend his ways and belong to the spirit

and the brotherhood he felt. We belong
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to these truths, this brotherhood, and

these promises—but also we belong to

the organization of the church of Jesus

Christ. We are really needed, and we
learn in His service. We grow in com-
passion, in wisdom, in character, in

appreciation, and in strength as we be-

come "anxiously engaged in [His]

cause" (D&C 58:27). We become
more like Him. We begin—if we serve

with purity of heart and selflessly—to

learn the ways of the Lord. We become
more responsive to the needs of others.

Reach out

Leaders, let us follow the counsel

of Moroni, the prophet. He said: "And
after they had been received unto bap-

tism, . . . they were numbered among
the people of the church of Christ; and
their names were taken, that they might
be remembered and nourished by the

good word of God. . . . [And they did]

speak one with another concerning the

welfare of their souls" (Moroni
6:4—5). Let us reach out to every mem-
ber, that he might belong to the house-

hold of God.
And members, may we reach out

with all the energy and love we have,

first to help every member of our fam-

ily, and then to help members—every

one of them—and finally everyone

everywhere, so that all might have the

great privilege and honor and blessing

of belonging to the kingdom of God. In

the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Thank you, Brother James M.
Paramore of the First Quorum of the

Seventy.

We shall now hear from Elder

Loren C. Dunn, also a member of the

First Quorum of the Seventy, and he

will be followed by Elder Marvin J.

Ashton, a member of the Council of

the Twelve Apostles.

Elder Loren C. Dunn

Uphold the prophet God sends

My brothers and sisters, I'm very

grateful to be here this afternoon, and

I want to begin my talk by bearing tes-

timony to you of the truthfulness of this

work. I know that God lives and that

Jesus is the Christ and that this is their

work. I know that Joseph Smith was a

prophet of God, and that Spencer W.
Kimball is a prophet of God today.

I would like to share an experi-

ence or two with you. When I was
growing up, Heber J. Grant was the

President of the Church. My father al-

ways prayed for President Grant. And
he had great personal feeling for him
because President Grant at one time

was president of the Tooele Stake, and

my father at that time was president of

the Tooele Stake. President Grant be-

came ill and passed away, and I can
remember after the funeral kneeling in

family prayer as a young boy and hear-

ing my father praying with the same

love and devotion and feeling for the

next prophet, the next President of the

Church, George Albert Smith.

As a youth, I was surprised be-

cause I had never heard anybody pray

for any prophet other than Heber J.

Grant. And I felt almost cheated—like

my father was turning away from a

good friend. But as time went on,

through that experience and other ex-

periences, he taught me a very valuable

lesson—you see, he had great love and

appreciation for President Grant, and

that would never change, but in his

heart I realized that he had saved his

greatest love and his greatest loyalty

for his God, and whomever God would

send he would sustain and uphold and

pray for and embrace.


